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NEWS: COVER STORY

A Nightmare 
Scenario

Whitefish 
Decommissioning 
SchemeAs BIM sought expressions of interest 

on the Government’s latest whitefish 
decommissioning scheme, Dr Kevin Flannery 
has called for a commission of inquiry into 
how fisheries has been managed by the civil 
service over the past 30 years.

IFPO REACTION

T
he EU and government plan to cut 
the Irish whitefish fleet by over 30 
per cent through voluntary vessel 
scrappage “will not preserve 

fish stocks in Irish waters”, Irish Fish 
Producers’ Organisation (IFPO) chief 
executive Aodh Ó Donnell noted last 
month. European vessels will fish these 
stocks in Irish waters instead, Ó Donnell 
points out.

He says the scheme must be 
accompanied by plans to develop and 
support a greener and more innovative Irish fishing industry.

“Many fish producers are being forced to decommission because 
fuel costs mean they simply cannot afford to put to sea any longer,” 
O’Donnell says.

Scrapping 60 whitefish vessels will “create up to 500 permanent 
redundancies and directly impact on the livelihoods of up to 300 
coastal community families.” he says.

“There will also be a knock-on effect on the marine services 
industry and a coast-wide impact,” 

“Rising fuel costs have been offset in other European countries by 
30% EU fuel subsidies. But once again, the Irish Government failed 
to support our fishing fleet, refused to pass on these subsidies, 
leaving us at a competitive disadvantage.” O’Donnell says.

O Donnell says the fuel crisis is “simply the last nail in the coffin, 
following decades of Government neglect of the Irish fishing 
industry”.

“Quotas were so unfair and so small that the industry has been 
left with no alternative to decommissioning. We are constantly 
losing out to other EU states,” he says.

  “For example, Belgium has a 67k coastline, while the Irish 
coastline is 4400k, representing 12% of the EU waters. Yet Belgium’s 
fish processing sector had a turnover of €961m in 2019 compared 
to just €622m for Ireland,” he says, drawing figures from Eurostat.

  “Germany has a coastline of 2389km, yet in 2019 their fish 

“Once again, the Irish Government 
failed to support our fishing fleet, 
refused to pass on these subsidies, 
leaving us at a competitive 
disadvantage.” AODH Ó DONNELLD

R FLANNERY, rare fish 
expert and formerly 
an inspector with the 
Department of Marine and 

subsequently the Sea Fisheries 
Protection Authority (SFPA) in 
Dingle, Co Kerry, also says that 
the State must buy up and hold 
tonnage for future entrants to 
the industry if it is serious about 
food security and the potential 
of the sector.

“This is the strategy they are adopting in Shetland, as they 
see the resource in the same way as they view North Sea oil,” 
he says.

“For the last 30 years, several Irish civil servants have viewed 
this industry as a problem than as a resource,” he says.

“They made a commodity out of tonnage, then it began to 
be exchanged, then they broke the fleet up into categories and 
restricted access, and then the great closure started – closing 
off bass, spurdog, deepwater, tuna, eel and salmon driftnetting 
which affected small ports,” he says.

 Flannery, who was a member of the Government’s seafood 
task force which recommended decommissioning among 
other measures to ease the impact of Brexit, said that the loss 
of 60 boats in this latest scheme is the effective loss of 60 
family businesses, with knock-on effects on the local economy.

“An Irish skipper would almost be better now to take the 
decommissioning funds and buy a vessel on the French register 
and fish off that quota,” he says.

He quotes the Marine Institute stock book figures which 
show that in 2017, 56 per cent of EU catch was recorded by 
French vessels, and just over four per cent by Irish vessels.

Industry organisations, also represented on the task force, 
have said that the scheme is not “voluntary”, as many owners 
are being forced into it due to rising fuel costs. There has been 
widespread disappointment at the failure of the Government 
to introduce a fuel subsidy even though the EU had approved 
expenditure on same from existing EU funds.

AODH Ó DONNELL

DR KEVIN FLANNERY

BY LORNA SIGGINS
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Whitefish 
Decommissioning 
Scheme

processing sector turnover was €2,196m in 2019,” he notes.
 “Furthermore, over the last eight years, the Irish industry has fallen 

from 3rd highest in Europe to 10th place. The decommissioning 
scheme will reduce the whitefish fleet to a third of its 2006 size,” he 
explains.

 “The big question is where is the fish? Who is catching the fish in 
our waters and outstripping the Irish fishing industry in the process?”

 “We have the best and most productive waters in Europe. Irish fish 
producers have contributed to the sustainable management of fish 
stocks, while others have been able to exploit resources in our rich 
waters. Decommissioning is our Government’s solution to a historical 
legacy of failing to deliver for industry and coastal communities,” 
O’Donnell says.

 “Everyone agrees on the need to preserve fish stocks. But we need 
a level playing field in Europe for the Irish fleet and we have never  had 
that. Ireland has the richest waters in Europe, amounting to more 
than six times our land mass. Yet the Irish Government record is one 
of lost and untapped opportunities for our fishing industry. They 
have never sought or secured a fair share of EU quotas for fishing our 
own waters,” he says.

 O’Donnell says many will have no choice but to avail of permanent 
scrappage. 

“But the Government must also support the scheme with positive 
coherent policies for the longer-term development of the fishing 
industry,”.

 “We need a vision for the whitefish fleet which addresses global 
green agendas and creates a safer and more innovative industry, 
which harnesses the best technology. We need to build economic 
resilience and support sustainable employment at sea and in coastal 
communities. Other EU states have delivered growth and economic 
opportunities in their fishing sectors. It’s long past time for Ireland to 
do the same.” 

  “We call on the Minister for the Marine to support the 
decommissioning scheme with development plans which will create 
a sustainable future for our fishing fleet and coastal communities,” 
O’Donnell says. ➔
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Lost At SeaTragedies

T
HE DECOMMISSIONING SCHEME – approved and announced 
as 80 million euro by the European Commission, but billed 
as a 60 million euro scheme by Minister for Marine Charlie 
McConalogue – received little media coverage in a week when 

McConalogue was battling to ensure Irish farmers would not have 
to commit to up to 30 per cent in cuts under the Climate Action 
Plan.

The cuts were proposed  as part of Ireland’s commitment to reduce 
greenhouse emissions by 51 per cent by 2030, and he secured a 25 
per cent reduction for farmers.

The European Commission and McConalogue’s department 
said that 60 million euro is planned for direct grants under the 
Brexit Adjustment Reserve, and 20 million euro is planned for “tax 
treatments from the national budget, alleviating different liabilities 
under different tax headings depending on which element of the 
direct grant is being considered”.

T
he Commission said the aim of the decommissioning scheme 
“is to incentivise vessel owners to cease commercial fishing 
activities by scrapping their vessels”.

It said the scheme would run until   December 31st, 2023, 
whereby aid would be granted to Irish-registered vessels owners 
in the form of a direct grant to compensate them for ceasing their 
fishing activities.

The Commission said the aid amount would be calculated on the 
basis of the gross tonnage of the scrapped vessel, and quoted a 
figure of €3,600 per gross tonnage.

It said that   beneficiaries would receive an additional “catch 
incentive premium” of up to €8,400 per gross tonnage, “the actual 
amount of which depends on the impact of the reduced quotas for 
fish on the vessels.”

“The higher the dependence of the vessel on the fish species for 
which quotas have been reduced, the higher the catch premium,”it 
said, referring to species lost through the Brexit deal in which Ireland 
lost 15 per cent of quotas, valued at 43 million euro.

Under the Brexit deal, the biggest reduction for the Republic’s 
fleet is in mackerel where Ireland will have handed back almost €27m 
(£24m) worth by 2026, almost a quarter of its traditional share.

Ireland is also losing an estimated 8 million euro in its quota for 
prawns in what is known as Area 7 which includes the Irish Sea, 

amounting to 14% of the current catch. A further €700,000  worth of 
Irish Sea herring quota has also  reverted to Britain.

The Commission said the total aid amount “will not exceed 
€12,000 per gross tonnage”, and the beneficiaries  will have to pass 
on a part of the aid to their crew members.

“To incentivise participation in the scheme, vessel owners and 
crew members will also benefit from different tax reliefs that would 
normally be levied related to the aid,”it said.

“Under the scheme, the fishing capacity corresponding to the 
scrapped vessel will not be replaced by another vessel, and the 
fishing licenses and authorisations will be permanently withdrawn,”it 
said.

The European Commission said the decommissioning scheme 
would be “partially financed” under the Brexit Adjustment Reserve, 
which was established to established to mitigate the economic and 
social impact of Brexit.

  The Commission said that it assessed the measures under 
Article 107(3)(c) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European 
Union, which allows member states to support the development of 
certain economic activities or regions under certain conditions, and 
under the guidelines for examination of State aid to the fishery and 
aquaculture sector.

The Commission said it found that “the scheme facilitates the 
development of an economic activity and does not adversely affect 
trading conditions to an extent contrary to the common interest”.

“On this basis, the Commission approved the Irish measure under 
EU State aid rules,” it said.

EU COMMMISSION

The EU Commission said the aim of the decommissioning scheme “is to incentivise 
vessel owners to cease commercial fishing activities by scrapping their vessels.”
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NEWS: DECOMMISSIONING SCHEME

n “It’s bad enough to be robbed of our fish by Europe, but now we are going 
to be robbed by our own government,” Irish South and West Fish Producers’ 
Organisation (IS&WFPO) chief executive Patrick Murphy said.

“We did not sign up to Ireland’s seafood task force report (set up in the wake 
of Brexit), but the Government is saying the GT is worth a basic 3,600 euro, with 
additional funding depending on what species you catch.”

“That is equivalent to  an individual transferable quota and it is immoral,” Murphy 
said. “As for Minister McConalogue, when a minister welcomes the annihilation of 
an indigenous industry, that’s a bad day for Irish people.”

“This is meant to be a voluntary scheme, but I know owners who feel so beaten 
that they just want the beating to stop – so it is not voluntary,” he said.

“I have one father and son with 80 years of experience between them and if they get enough to pay 
their debts, they will take it, and that license will be lost forever. Once these licenses are gone, we are 
losing our rights to fish for as long as we are in the EU,” he said.

n Irish South and East Fish Producers’ Organisation chief executive John Lynch 
said it was a “disaster” that the industry had come to this.

“We don’t have the details yet as to how this is going to be structured, and the only 
way for anyone interested is to apply, see what’s on offer, and reject it if it doesn’t suit, 
as some boats may be worth more if sold on the open market,” Lynch said.

“The payments will have to be up to around 9,000 to 10,000 euro per GT if it is to 
be worthwhile to scrap a vessel, rather than sell it.”

“I voted against decommissioning in the task force, and no one is going to welcome 
cutting the fleet. We still haven’t got back any of the quota that the Government 
pledged to fight for in Brussels, although Minister Mc Conalogue has made some 
strong statements on the issue.”

“Our only hope now is some adjustment for Ireland under the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) review 
at the end of this year, including a hardening of the Hague Preferences,” Lynch said.

A report by Ireland’s CFP advisory group has been completed and is with Minister McConalogue.

“Once these licenses are gone, we are losing our rights 
to fish for as long as we are in the EU.” JOHN LYNCH

“I have one father and son with 80 years of experience 
between them and if they get enough to pay their debts, 
they will take it, and that license will be lost forever.” 
PATRICK MURPHY

IS&EFPO REACTION

IS&WFPO REACTION

PATRICK MURPHY

JOHN LYNCH

As of August 22nd, BIM 
said it had 65 expressions 
of interest in the scheme.

n The scheme 
been slammed by 
Opposition TDs, 
including Sinn Féin 
fisheries and marine 
spokesman PADRAIG 
MACLOCHLAINN.

“The intentional and 
managed collapse of our 
fishing industry is truly 
shocking for an island 
nation that should be 
maximising the immense 
and precious resource for 
our people from the seas 
around us,” MacLochlainn 
said.

n Independent TD 
for Cork South-West 
MICHAEL COLLINS has 
said McConalogue’s 
focus “borders on the 
treasonous”. 

He said the Irish fishing 
industry is ”being hollowed 
out and handed over to 
foreign vessels, as our 
fishermen are forced to 
keep their boats moored 
at piers, while 85 per cent 
of the fish in our coastal 
waters is scooped up and 
then transported to various 
European fishing ports.”

OPPOSITION 
REACTION

24-25 FEB 2023

IR
IS

H SKIPPER EXPO

SHOW OPENING HOURS: 
Friday: 10am-5pm  
Saturday: 10am-4pm

UL Sport 
Limerick  
24-25th February, 2023

CONTACT ORGANISER
Sharon Boyle – Commercial Fishing Manager 
Tel: 00353 (0)749548037  Mob: 00353 (0)86 8401250
Email: sharon@maramedia.ie  Web: www.theskipper.ie

SAVE THE DATE!

The scheme does not affect 
the pelagic fleet, and the 
Killybegs Fishermen’s 
Organisation did not 
respond to requests for 
comment.
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NEWS: SCHEME QUERY

B
IM has emailed vessel 
owners that have expressed 
an interest in availing of 
the Brexit Permanent 

Voluntary Cessation Scheme to 
inform them of the eligibility of 
vessels that will be covered for 
decommissioning.

While the majority of the 
conditions are similar to previous 
decommissioning schemes, 
the insertion of a condition (See 
point 5 below) that the applicant 
must not have increased the total 
capacity of fishing vessels in his/
her ownership since 1 January 
2021 has come as a shock to 
many applicants as this was not 
a recommendation of the recent 
Seafood Task Force.

When the possibility that 
this condition was part of the 
scheme began to circulate last 
month, IS&WFPO CEO, Patrick 
Murphy contacted officials in 
the Department of the Marine for 
clarification and was informed by 
a senior official that the scheme 
submitted to DPER, Cabinet and 
DG Competition was in line with 
the relevant recommendation of 
the Task Force. It was also stated  
by the official that they had no 
knowledge of any such restrictive 
condition.

Speaking to The Skipper, 
Patrick Murphy stated: “We are 
seeking immediate clarification 
from both DAFM and DG Mara 
as when it was decided to insert 
this condition. Having a cut off 
date of January 2021 which was 
long before any decommissioning 
scheme was announced or 
formulated will disqualify many 
vessel owners around our coast 
from participating in the scheme 

and discourage any future 
investment in our industry.”

Details of the scheme released so 
far are as follows:

The scheme is open to licence 
holders of fishing vessels that: 
• Are registered on the Irish 

sea-fishing boat register in 
the polyvalent or beam trawl 
segments and holding a valid 
sea-fishing boat license issued 
by the Licensing Authority for 
Sea-Fishing boats at the time 
the decision is taken to grant the 
withdrawal premium and which 
vessels are 10 years or more in 
age at the time of application, 
and

• Have carried out at least 90 
days of fishing activity at sea per 
year either during 2020 and 
2021 or during the calendar 
years 2018 and 2019.

• Vessels that were granted 
capacity under the 2001 Lost 

IS&WFPO Query Decommissioning 
Scheme Vessel Eligibility Details

at Sea Scheme may also apply. 
However, as the capacity 
associated with such vessels is 
non-transferable and cannot not 
be sold or traded, applications 
from the owners of such vessels 
will be subject to special 
conditions regarding the level of 
payment.

Eligibility conditions
1: The applicant must be the 
registered owner of the vessel to 
be withdrawn, i.e. a sole trader, a 
joint owner, company etc.

2: The applicant must be in a 
position to comply with the 
relevant tax clearance procedures 
at the time of grant payment.  
The vessel to be withdrawn must, 
at the time of application, be 
registered on the Irish Register 
of Fishing boats in either the 
polyvalent or beam-trawl 
segment; must be in possession 
of a sea fishing boat licence, in 
the applicant’s name; and be 
operational, that is compliant with 
all relevant legislation and capable 
of putting to sea. Vessels approved 
for permanent withdrawal must 
remain registered on the Irish 
Register of Fishing boats, in 
possession of a sea fishing boat 
licence and operational up until 
the time of permanent withdrawal.

3: The vessel to be withdrawn 
must be 10 years or more in age 

at the time of application. For the 
purpose of this scheme, the age of 
a vessel is a whole number defined 
as the difference between the 
year of the managing authority’s 
decision to grant a premium or 
aid and the year of entry into 
service, defined in Regulation (EU) 
2017/1130 as, the date of first issue 
of an official safety certificate, or, 
if an official safety certificate is not 
issued, the date of first entry in an 
official register of fishing vessels. 
In the case of fishing vessels which 
entered service before the date on 
which Regulation (EU) 2017/1130 
come into force, the date of entry 
into service shall be the date of 
first entry in an official register of 
fishing vessels.

4: Vessels that were granted 
capacity under the 2001 Lost at 
Sea Scheme may also apply.

5: The applicant must not have 
increased the total capacity 
of fishing vessels in his/her 
ownership since 1 January 2021.

6: The applicant must undertake 
not to register any new fishing 
vessel, or increase the capacity 
of any other fishing vessel(s) in 
his/her ownership, for a five-year 
period following the receipt of 
support under this scheme.

The IS&WFPO  have advised 
The Skipper, as we went to print, 
that no reply or explanation has 
been forthcoming from the Dept 
of the Marine or the EU so far. 
The PO has contacted its sister 
organisations throughout the EU 
to establish the terms requested 
by DG Mare & DG Competition in 
other member states. n

Patrick Murphy is seeking clarity.

The condition that ‘the applicant must not have 
increased the total capacity of fishing vessels in 
his/her ownership since 1 January 2021’ has come 
as a shock.
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Northern Ireland 
Fishing Industry 
Working To Further 
Reduce By-Catch
The project has been working on a 
set of coverless trawls
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NEWS: NI GEAR TRIALS

S
ince 2017 the Northern 
Ireland Fishing Industry 
has been leading on the 
development and testing 

of innovative fishing gear 
designs under the banner of the 
NORTHERN IRELAND GEAR 
TRIALS PROJECT. 

The purpose of this work is 
aimed at reducing unwanted 
fish by-catch in Nephrops trawls 
whilst at the same time being 
careful not to undermine the 
economic sustainability of the 
fleet. From the projects inception 
the approach that has been taken 
is to work with the fishermen and 
encourage them, as the experts, 
to come up with ideas on how the 
selectivity of their fishing trawls 
may be improved. The reality 
is that fishermen do not want 
to catch fish with limited quota 
attached or of a size that makes 
them unmarketable so if solutions 
can be found that reduce this 
component of the catch, both 
fishermen and the environment 
stand to gain. 

This work was initially driven 
by the full implementation of 
the Landing Obligation, a key 
component of the Common 
Fishery Policy and is now also 
covered by the by-catch objective 
of the Fisheries Act 2020. 

Members of both of 
Northern Ireland’s fish producer 
organisations, ANIFPO & NIFPO, 

alongside the Agri-Food & 
Biosciences Institute, DAERA and 
Seafish are involved. The projects 
activities are focused on the three 
main commercial fishing harbours 
of Northern Ireland and the 
fishermen and gear makers who 
are based there. The harbours are 
Portavogie, Ardglass and Kilkeel. 

To date, over 20 gear trials 
of selective devices based on 
fishermen’s ideas have been 
trialled at sea and some of 
these have shown promising 
results when compared to the 
configuration of trawl gear that is 
being used at present. Whilst not 
everything that is tested works, 
the commitment and drive of 
the projects management team 
has steered the project forward 
with 3 trawl designs producing 
encouraging results over multiple 
trial weeks at sea. 

Since 2020, the project has 
been working on a set of coverless 
trawls that were designed and 
manufactured by a local gear 
maker and this design has shown 
comparable selectivity with trawls 
fitted with square mesh panels 
or SELTRA box sections. Both are 
already approved highly selective 
devices. 

Having reviewed the catch 
data from an earlier gear trial 
of the coverless trawls that 
was undertaken in March 2022 
onboard 2 over 12m twin-rig 

Nephrops trawlers the coverless 
trawls underwent further 
modifications before the most 
recent trial was run during May 
of this year. In the lead up to the 
May 2022 trial the 80mm diamond 
mesh top sheets of the coverless 
trawls were replaced with 160mm 
diamond mesh to further aid in the 
escapement of undersized fish. 
The same mesh size was also fitted 
into the trawl wings. 

Catch data that has been 
recorded during the 2022 trials 
is indicating that reductions in 
undersized whiting, haddock 
and various other fish species is 
possible, beyond what square 
mesh panels and SELTRAs 
are capable. The additional 
advantages of the coverless trawls 
and the modified coverless trawls 
are that they are practical, cost 
effective and easy for fishermen 
to use. This is as important as 
reducing unwanted by-catch 
if a new design of trawl is to 
be adopted by a large enough 
proportion of the fleet to make 
a difference. The next step is to 

collect longer term data sets 
based on catch data obtained 
during longer periods of fishing 
than the standard week-long gear 
trials that have been run to date. 

The work of the Northern 
Ireland Gear Trials Project is 
funded by the European Maritime 
& Fisheries Fund scheme and 
has funding secured until the 
end of this year. Beyond 2022 
it is anticipated that work on 
by-catch reduction will continue 
as part of an expanded package 
of work that will also explore 
gear technology options for 
reducing fuel consumption and 
seabed interactions. The project 
management team is in the 
process of reviewing options for 
continued support for this work 
through the Maritime & Fisheries 
Fund (NI). 

n For further information on the 
work of the Northern Ireland 
Gear Trials Project please visit 
the project FB page Northern 
Ireland Gear Trialling  project 
2017-2022. One of the coverless trawl wings fitted with 160mm mesh.

The coverless trawls at sea during the May gear trial.

Top sheet of coverless trawl 
fitted with 160mm mesh. 
The final part of the tapered 
section was left as 80mm to 
avoid nephrops loss

Catch data 
that has been 
recorded during 
the 2022 trials 
is indicating 
that reductions 
in undersized 
whiting, 
haddock and 
various other 
fish species is 
possible.
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NEWS BIM TESTING

B
IM recently tested modified 
rigging ahead of Nephrops 
trawls with the aim of 
reducing fish bycatch. Led by 

BIM’s Daragh Browne and working 
in close collaboration with Ciaran 
Powell owner and skipper of the 
MFV Ocean Breeze 2, rigging was 
altered to provide a gap between 
trawls through which fish herded 
by the sweeps can escape. 

This follows on from side scan 
sonar work we reported on last 
year which facilitated rapid testing 
of multiple gear modifications.  
The gap was developed by 
attaching two middle sweeps 
between trawls in a half quad-
rig configuration. Testing was 
conducted in the western Irish Sea 
in May this year with the new test 
gear compared against a standard 
half quad-rig trawl. 

Most whiting and haddock 
catches were very small fish, well 
below minimum conservation 
reference sizes. No reductions in 
catches of these fish occurred in 
the test gear likely due to relatively 
slow swimming speeds. The 
normal herding effect associated 
with trawl rigging may not apply 
to such small fish due to their 
inability to respond to encroaching 
sweeps. 

Larger fish fared better with 
35% and 29% fewer skates and 
dogfish retained in the test gear. 
These results are encouraging 
given requirements to reduce 
catches of some biologically 
sensitive skate species to reduce 
fisheries impacts on biodiversity.

Nephrops catches were up 
by 29% in the test gear possibly 
due to improved bottom contact 

associated with the extra middle 
sweeps. The skippers of the 
trial vessel and another vessel 
operating in the Irish Sea have 
continued to use the new rigging 
post testing – always a good 
sign that a gear modification 
is working well. Again, further 
testing is needed but this gear 
seemingly has major potential to 
reduce fuel intensity – kg fuel per 
kg of targeted catch – and carbon 
emissions in the Nephrops fishery.

BIM would like to thank Ciaran 
Powell and the crew of the MFV 
Ocean Breeze 2 for a successful 
collaboration. This work was 

Modified rigging helps reduce bycatch and 
improve efficiency in the Nephrops fishery
Dr Ronán Cosgrove, Fisheries Conservation Manager, BIM

Top: Hauling the rigging and below 
middle sweep.

Standard and modified trawl rigs.

BIM worked with Ciaran Powell, owner and skipper of the Ocean Breeze. PHOTO: TONY MULDOON

funded by the Irish 
Government and part-
financed by the European 
Union through the EMFAF 
Operational Programme 
2021 – 2027 under the 
BIM Sustainable Fisheries 
Scheme.  

A full report is 
available at 
www.bim.ie/
publications/fisheries
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NEWS: FESTIVAL WINNER

F
ishermen from around the 
coast fought it out for the 
coveted title of SKIPPER 
FISHERMAN OF THE YEAR 

down in Castletownbere over the 
August Bank Holiday weekend. 

The competition, now in its 
seventh year, took place as part 
of the annual Castletownbere 
Festival of the Sea, organised by 
the Castletownbere Development 
Association (CDA), which saw visitors 
and families flock to Ireland’s main 
whitefish port for a week of events 
showcasing what Castletownbere 
has to offer. 

Fishermen  battled it out across 
a range of challenges from net 
mending, line throwing, splicing, 
fish filleting, to the survival suit 
challenge. It was a tough competion 
as PETER LYNCH fought to defend 
his title and the other entrants 
sought to demonstrate the skills that 
would topple him but it was local 
fisherman WILLIAM POWER who 
nabbed the overall 2022 SKIPPER 
FISHERMAN OF THE YEAR title for 
the best overall performance across 
all the fishing skills competitions.

DP Energy & Iberdrola publish 
EIAR* Scoping Report 

for
Inis Ealga Marine Energy Park
Located off the coasts of counties Cork and Waterford

* Environmental Impact Assessment Report

DP Energy would like to hear from anyone with an interest in the EIAR Scoping Report

To view the EIAR Scoping Report please visit www.inisealgamarineenergypark.com/EIAR or to obtain a 
copy of the report please email inisealga@dpenergy.com

A copy of the EIAR Scoping Report is also available for inspection from the 18th of 
July until the 21st of September 2022 at:

• Carrigaline Library, Carrigaline Middle, Carrigaline
• Cork City Council, City Hall, Anglesea Street,   
 Cork City
• Cork City Library, 61 Grand Parade, Cork City
• Cork County Offices, Boycetown, Carrigaline
•• Knockraha Community Hall, Gogganstown,    
 Knockraha, Co. Cork

• Midleton County Council offices, Youghal Rd.,  
 Park South, Midleton
• Midleton Garda Station, Midleton, Co. Cork
• Youghal County Council, Mall House, Youghal
• Youghal Library, North Main St., Youghal

Consultation is now open until 21st September 2022

n The Gerry O’Shea Memorial 
Cup for splicing sponsored by 
the O’Shea’s Family was won 
by PETER LYNCH, while local 
DARREN O’SULLIVAN took the 
Castletownbere Fishermen’s Co-
op sponsored fish filleting title. 

n The Sheehan’s Fishing 
sponsored sea survival suit 
challenge—which garnered much 
amusement—was won by DION 
KELLY. 

n Castletownbere’s ALAN O’NEIL 
took top prize for the Swan Net 
Gundry sponsored net mending 
competition and the Twomey’s 
Ivy Bar sponsored line throwing 
competition was won by 
WILLIAM POWER.

On Sunday, the annual 
BLESSING OF THE BOATS took 
place and Castletownbere RNLI 
accompanied by local boats laid 
a wreath at the mouth of the 
harbour in commemoration of all 
of those who have been lost at 
sea. FISH-FILLETING COMPETITION.

NET MENDING COMPETITION.

The Skipper 
Fisherman of the Year 
Competition 2022

FISHERMAN
OF THE 

YEAR 2 0 2 2
LOCAL MAN WILLIAM 
POWER WON THE 
OVERALL TITLE.



National Fisheries Colleges of Ireland

Upcoming Courses 2022
AUGUST
- Deck Officer Second-Hand Full Certificate 

of Competency 
22nd August - 9th December 
NFCI Greencastle

- Deck Officer Second-Hand Full Certificate 
of Competency 
29th August - 14th December 
NFCI Castletownbere

SEPTEMBER
- Enhanced Safety Training 

1st September 
NFCI Greencastle

- Three Day Basic Safety Training  
5th September - 7th September 
NFCI Greencastle

- Three Day Basic Safety Training 
6th September - 8th September 
Howth - Coastal Training Unit 2

- Three Day Basic Safety Training 
12th September - 14th September 
NFCI Greencastle 

- STCW Medical Care Aboard Ship 
12th September - 16th September 
NFCI Castletownbere

- Deckhand Foundation Course 
12th September - 20th October 
NFCI Greencastle

- Three Day Basic Safety Training 
13th September - 15th September 
NFCI Castletownbere

- Three Day Basic Safety Training 
13th September - 15th September 
Howth - Coastal Training Unit 2

- STCW Personal Safety and Social 
Responsibility 
15th September 
NFCI Greencastle

- Commercial Scuba Diving Operations 
26th September - 21st October 
NFCI Castletownbere 

OCTOBER 
- STCW Advanced Firefighting 

3rd October - 7th October 
NFCI Castletownbere 

- Three Day Basic Safety Training 
11th October - 13th October 
NFCI Castletownbere

- Three Day Basic Safety Training 
17th October - 19th October 
NFCI Greencastle

- Three Day Basic Safety Training 
25th October - 27th October 
NFCI Castletownbere 

- Enhanced Safety Training 
27th October 
NFCI Greencastle

- Surface Supplied Diving Operations 
31st October - 25th November 
NFCI Castletownbere

NOVEMBER 

- STCW Fire Prevention and Firefighting 
15th November - 17th November 
NFCI Castletownbere 

- Navigational Command & Control (Fishing) 
21st November - 2nd December 
NFCI Castletownbere

- Three Day Basic Safety Training 
22nd November - 24th November 
NFCI Castletownbere 

- STCW Medical Care Aboard Ship 
28th November - 2nd December 
NFCI Castletownbere

DECEMBER
- Three Day Basic Safety Training 

6th December - 8th December 
NFCI Castletownbere

Greencastle College - Maria McCarron 
T: +353(0) 749381068    
E: maria.mccarron@bim.ie

Castletownbere College - Della O’Sullivan 
T: +353(0) 71230   
E: della.osullivan@bim.ie

Coastal Training Unit 2 - Derek Potter 
T: +353 87 3940763    
E: derek.potter@bim.ie
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NI NEWS

I
ts been a funny old summer. 
First off signs were good with 
a strong showing of prawns 
in the Irish Sea mainly in the 

deeper regions and on top of 
that when things did get a bit iffy 
there was seemingly always a 
pick-up to be had in the Clyde. 
All good, but worryingly the 
inshore shallower water fishery 
never took off this year and at the 
time of writing the season is fast 
approaching its end and maybe 
the usual bonanza of bulk tailing 
prawns we get mid summer has 
gone missing.

Either that or they have found 
ways to avoid the nets seeking 
them and remain hidden deep in 
the mud of the north Irish Sea. 
There has been a fishing in the 
southern end known as the Bay 
of Dundalk but the concentration 
of boats seen there was not up 
to the usual number. Maybe the 
tight quota for the southern boats 
(16 tonnes for the over 55’s, 8 
tonnes for the under 55’s) may 
have encouraged them to go 
looking for a better class of prawn 
to make best use of the quota. 
That, however, does not apply to 
the northern boats who are fishing 
quota free but are still not out 
there in the numbers usually seen.

Right at the north end of 
the prawn ground off the Ards 
peninsula known as the rig and 
areas adjacent to it there has 
been a showing mainly of the 
smaller class of Portavogie boats 
seeking a better run of prawn in 
the tight tows found in that area 
on the edge of the mud basin. The 
Cumbrian grounds hosted the 
usual small numbers of devotees 
scratching around in the shallow 
water north of the windfarms. 

One or two Kilkeel boats work 
west of Scotland in the area of 
the South Minch where fishing 
by the locals has taken a hit in 
recent years from the Border Force 
policing the crew composition 
within the 12 mile line which is 
difficult to escape from in that 
sea area. There still remains some 
fishing effort in the North Sea 
from Northern Irish boats which 
have seemingly lost their way to 
find home. The Smalls area in 
the Bristol Channel has also been 
lightly fished this year with next 

to zero effort from the Kilkeel fleet 
which usually put in a showing 
there.

In contrast the activity on 
the Porcupine Bank this year is 
unprecedented by the Northern 
Ireland “connected” fleet. Action 
has grown from two boats at the 
start of the year to near double 
figures now with the odd Scottish 
boat joining in as quota can be 
sourced. This is a fishery for boats 
freezing at sea with sales direct to 
the continent and non “Irish/EU” 
boats have to land in their country 
of origin (UK) which adds to 
steaming time, cost and re-export 
so a Northern Ireland registry has 
its benefit in terms of quota and 
logistics. Competition is fierce with 
additional quota being sourced 
from Spain through Wales and 
thence onward to those involved 
and is at a premium.

Overall there has been a 
modest landing of prawns this 
summer from all regions which, 
in a way, is just as well as it has 
held the market in a fairly strong 
position otherwise with high fuel 
costs and other misfortunes could 
have been a disaster for the fleet. 
Where we go to from here with 
the Irish Sea season ending mid 
September and viable alternatives 
difficult to identify who knows? 
Something usually turns up but 
that is not a strong assumption for 
a business case for those seeking 
financial support from banks and 
other financial institutions. Support 
from Government is the plea and 
hope but this is not looking likely 
and is not the way a once proud 
industry would wish to go.

Bulk tailing of prawns  
mid summer has gone 
missing
By Dick James

Latest build from G Smyth Boats, the “Vigilant” on sea trials off Kilkeel. PHOTO: LESLIE CAMBPELL

In the midst of all this the 
whitefish fleet, or that few 
numbers of boats which hardly 
comprise a fleet, are still picking 
away in the usual areas for the 
usual mix of fish and are getting 
by with a good quality of Haddock 
showing in the mid Irish Sea and 
maybe that will be an area some 
of the larger class of prawners will 
turn to come September but if 
their presence will be welcomed 
by the dedicated boats could 
be doubtful but if misery is the 
alternative the incomers have little 
choice.

As an aside the Government 
in Northern Ireland are offering 
charters for boats to go fishing 
for Bluefin Tuna, to catch, tag 
and release (not to sell) which 
are apparently in abundance in 
Northern Irish waters. An option 
for Government support in difficult 
times!

On to the pelagics. At time 
of writing the Irish Sea Herring 
season is set to start.  The Havilah 
and Stefanie M have been over 
summering in Belfast Docks with 
the odd voyage for maintenance 
work. Now all set to go the next 
few nights will tell if the season is 
good, bad or indifferent.

Preparatory work has been 
done by the skippers in securing in 
by swap or by purchase (lease) in 
getting in all available quota from 
those with it who have no interest 
in the fishery which leaves the 
small matter of the 440 tonnes of 
quota with-held by Government 
for allocation to “small boats” and 
its eventual allocation. 

The result remains to be 

seen but will not be short of 
controversy. The make up of the 
Irish fishery on this stock for the 
700 tonnes held by Ireland has 
yet to be divulged but issues 
on port of landing, point of 
weighing and transportation over 
distances in excess of EU limits 
are in abeyance but presumably 
those in the know will soon be 
showing their hand. The local 
County Down factories are all set 
to go, labour may be a problem 
but this is one which usually has 
a resolution, maybe out of work 
fishermen?

The Voyager remains in 
Denmark having had any 
maintenance done in the port 
which built the vessel. North Sea 
Herring is usually the first option 
for this boat but the early season 
fishery into the Dutch market 
seems to have finished with no 
follow-on as yet into the main 
fishery. Maybe the Irish Sea will 
be an option for the Voyager, who 
knows? Likely the skipper!

Inshore the potting fishery 
is mid season with reported 
reasonable fishing but with 
markets ever a problem of choice 
and timing of sale dependant on 
seasonal demand. Discussions 
are apparently taking place 
in Government circles on the 
future of the Strangford Lough 
licensed fishery where numbers 
of participating fishermen have 
declined over the years and now 
likely to be numbers-wise in single 
figures. If the fishermen are being 
consulted is unknown and what 
their future may be is similarly 
unknown. n
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NORTHERN IRELAND NEWS

T
here have been two meetings of significance on 
plans to develop Ardglass Harbour. The “big” 
plan to develop all three County Down fishing 
harbours (Ardglass, Kilkeel, Portavogie) 

is still tied up in the process of technical and 
environmental studies which will eventually lead to 
business case assessments before a case for funding 
can be put forward to whatever political power 
authority is in place at the time. 

In the meantime a funding prospect has been 
identified in the United Kingdom fisheries and 
science partnership under the infrastructure 
program to take forward the development of a small 
fishing boat facility in the area known as the Sawpit 
in Ardglass which will be deepened to allow access 
at all states of the tide with 1.9 meters of depth and a 
facility of 20 pontoon berths installed therein. 

Such facilities already exist in Kilkeel and 
Portavogie so this may be seen as a levelling up 
project to bring Ardglass to a comparable standard 
with obvious safety and convenience benefits.

Draft options were put to a meeting of 
stakeholders mainly comprising of small boat 
fishermen on the Harbour of Ardglass recently 

for input and opinion. Fair to say that the concept 
garnered full approval but the detail was discussed 
in some depth and alternatives proposed. 

The original plan drawn up by Ardglass Harbour 
Developments Ltd was the original preferred option 
but concern over the integrity of the original harbour 
walls led to the Northern Ireland Fishery Harbour 
Authority proposing an alternative in the centre of 
the Sawpit well clear of the harbour walls. 

The downside of the amended proposal was that 
the drying berth in that area would be to a point 
compromised to the inconvenience of the trawler 
element of the local fleet. Various alternative options 
to the amended plan were put forward to mitigate 
against the potential loss of the drying berth and to 
improve access and construction integrity.

 Amended plans will, after approval, go forward 
for detail costing leading to project submission for 
grant. A second meeting between local politicians 
and Department of Agriculture Environment and 
Rural Affairs officials was then held on August 12th 
to explain the proposals and other matters involving 
access to fishing licences for access to Strangford 
was also covered.

The early set of fish stock assessments 
which is a precursor of the eventual TAC 
and Quota setting exercise (though much 
less so these days when it is nearly a given) 
were released in late June. 

The North Sea got the headlines with 
generally an uplift recommendation for 
most whitefish stocks most publicised being 
+44% for North Sea Cod, not nearly enough 
according to Scottish fishermen but I can 
remember the saga of Irish Sea Cod where 
we went through years of similar complaint 
without it getting us anywhere.

 Which leads to the recommendation for 
Irish Sea Cod for 2023 which is for zero 
catch but with a stock increase of 8.3% and 
which will result in a setting of an assessment 
to cover unavoidable by-catch which will be 
woefully inadequate (159T TAC) of and not 
realistic, but there you are! 

For Irish Sea Whiting the same zero catch 
is applied but traditionally with a significant 
level of by-catch (where do they all come 
from?) of 1125T TAC.

Otherwise for Irish Sea stocks it is a litany 
of woe. Plaice is reported as down 26% but 
at 2039 tonnes will do for Northern Irish 
interests. Irish Sea Sole is supposedly up by 
33% but my reading sets it down 182 tonnes.

 No matter the UK share will do if the two 
PO’s have to do a touch of swap  in to meet 
the by-catch estimation. More pertinently 
the Irish Sea Haddock is down 390 tonnes 
or 13% which against 2022 uptake seems OK 
but good size Haddock are now reputedly 
showing on the grounds. Irish Sea (North) 
Herring is down by 15% (1146T) which is not 
what we wanted to see but given the next 
increment of the Brexit quota bonus that will 
be ameliorated but this comes as a double 

whammy for the Irish pelagic fleet where 
available quota levels will either result in less 
boats fishing or suicide level of cut quota.

The all important Nephrops assessment 
for area Vll will not be due to late October as 
it is dependant on survey being undertaken 
as at time of writing and any cuts here will 
be to the detriment of both Irish North and 
South fleets but also the processors which 
have becoming increasingly reliant on Area 
Vll Nephrops.

This year the local interest in these ICES 
assessments and the whole quota setting 
process is much less that in previous years 
as the reliant fleet has reduced, the Brexit 
bonus has increased percentage shares and 
a general weariness has set in over the future 
of local fishing as the general economic 
scene has induced a pessimistic outlook 
which overarches quota. n

ARDGLASS HARBOUR DEVELOPMENTS

ICES ADVICE ON FISH STOCKS

Meeting With Jim Shannon MP
n JIM SHANNON MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR STRANGFORD met 
with Harry Wick of the IFPO and with members of that organisation for 
discussions on fishing matters on 24 July. The current price of diesel fuel 
and the general economic situation within the fleet was a major issue under 
discussion and a meeting with Edwin Poots the Minister for DAERA was to 
be requested to take forward a request for assistance which had previously 
been put forward before the winter fishing season impacted adversely on 
the economic base of the local fleet.

The issue of windfarm developments, potentially on fishing grounds 
which had previously been proposed but defeated was raised with fears 
that proposals may now be resurrected given the recent moves toward 
eco-energy preferences and similar developments now progressing in 
other sea areas.

The announcement that IFPO are due to apply for a new training facility 
in Portavogie at a cost of £3million was discussed and the involvement 
of the Ards and North Down Council through the Chief Economic Officer 
Susan McCullough and the Education Authority was to be requested. n

NIFPO Fisherman Recruitment
n THE NORTHERN IRELAND FISH PRODUCERS ORGANISATION have 
set up a route to recruit fishermen from Belize to enter the United Kingdom 
under a Skilled Worker Visa to work on local fishing boats.
This visa will allow these recruits to fish without restriction within (as 
well as without) the 12 mile limit which at present excludes fishermen on 
transit visas excepting certain allowances.This visa will allow permanent 
residence and allow for families to be included but will require employers 
to be registered sponsors with certain obligations attached such as terms 
and conditions of employment (holidays etc) and more significantly wages 
which are at a minimum of @£26,000 and probably beyond the means of 
a standard prawn trawler.

The NIFPO are offering to meet 50% Of wages costs for a boat taking up 
this option on a trial basis for a period of 6 months for 2 men. NIFPO have the 
legal facility to “talk through” any party wishing to get registered sponsor 
status which is a pre-requisite for recruitment. It will be interesting what 
take-up of this type of recruitment occurs and perhaps more importantly if 
this scheme would replace entirely the transit visa option. n

Grounding 
at Ardglass
The local Prawn Trawler 
Spes Maris went aground 
on the rocks near to the 
entrance of Ardglass on the 
4th August. Coastguard and 
RNLI crews were notified 
and in attendance but the 
vessel was refloated by the 
efforts of local boats and 
crew which attended the 
incident and then escorted 
the vessel into Ardglass 
Harbour where she was then 
later surveyed by the Marine 
and Coastguard Agency 
before being passed fit to 
make passage to Kilkeel for 
hull repairs.
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UK  NEWS

GREENPEACE TO RESUME 
DUMPING BOULDERS TO 
PREVENT TRAWLING

An MMO spokesman 
said: “We are surprised 
and disappointed by 
the announcement 
made by Greenpeace 
of their intention to 
undertake further unlawful activity 
within the MPA at South West Deeps 
(East), particularly as MMO and 
Greenpeace have a shared interest 
in protecting our precious marine 
environment.”

Greenpeace is aware that the MMO 
is delivering accelerated plans to 
introduce appropriate management 
protection measures within England’s 
offshore Marine Protected Areas 
(MPAs) following new powers 
contained in the Fisheries Act 2020.

In June this year, the use of bottom 
towed gear was prohibited in four 
MPAs which protects a total area of 
over 13,000 km2. These first four 
MPAs were selected as a priority to 
preserve their vibrant and productive 
undersea ecosystems that provide 
an important food source for species 
such as kittiwakes, puffins and 
porpoises.

The MMO has since completed a 
call for evidence for a further 13 MPAs 
(from 14 May to 10 July 2022), to seek 
views on our draft assessment of 
the impacts of fishing activity on the 
designated features of this further set 
of MPAs. With plans in place to then 
move onto actions to consider the 
remaining MPAs to follow.

As part of our ongoing 
engagement, MMO had already 
met with Greenpeace and also 
invited Greenpeace to a stakeholder 
workshop this month with other 
environmental non-government 
organisations to discuss our offshore 
MPA work.

“In June this year, the MMO 
introduced the first of up to 40 
potential byelaws preventing the use 
of bottom towed gear was prohibited 
in four MPAs which protects a total 
area of over 13,000 km2. These first 
four MPAs were selected as a priority to 
preserve their vibrant and productive 
undersea ecosystems.

“In a previous court action the court 
commented that Greenpeace must 
respect and comply with the marine 
licensing regime in line with all other 
marine users and stakeholders, and 
it was made clear that the MMO has 
jurisdiction to prosecute unlicensed 
and unlawful activity in the UK marine 
area.”

“The MMO remains open to 
engagement with Greenpeace to 
ensure we can achieve our joint goal 
of managed and protected seas. 
However, should unlicensed activity 
be undertaken, the MMO will, as 
England’s Marine regulator, discharge 
our regulatory functions in line with 
our compliance and enforcement 
strategy.”

PAT VENDITTI, Greenpeace UK’s 
Executive Director, said: 
“This is a last resort to save the UK’s 
marine life; we would prefer that the 
Government did their job of protecting 
the oceans properly. But we’re taking 
matters into our own hands for the third 
year in a row because the Government 

is still failing to stop destructive fishing from decimating 
marine life in our so-called Marine Protected Areas. 

“Bottom-trawlers wipe out miles upon miles of the UK’s 
marine ecosystems every single day, but the Government 
has only banned it in a measly four out of 76 offshore 
Marine Protected Areas. This is just a drop in the ocean 
– it’s like locking your front door but leaving all your 
windows wide open. 

“The future of the UK’s oceans is hanging in the balance, 
and we’re running out of time to save them from industrial 
fishing, habitat destruction and climate change. The 
next PM should ban industrial fishing in Marine Protected 
Areas by tweaking commercial fishing licences, to show 
they mean business on protecting nature and supporting 
fishing communities.” 

SIMON PEGG (ACTOR) said: 
“I am adding my name to one of 
Greenpeace’s boulders because I stand in 
solidarity with the UK’s small independent 
fishermen. The Government promised 
that Brexit would be a turning point for 
fishing in the UK, but now that it has 

happened, this has turned out to be nothing but empty 
words. Massive industrial fishing vessels are catching 
everything in our seas, leaving our fishermen with nothing 
and making their jobs untenable.”

“Properly protecting our Marine Protected Areas 
won’t only help wildlife recover, it will also help our local 
fishermen recover their livelihoods and bolster our coastal 
communities. It’s a no-brainer. So why is the Government 
going back on their promise?”

G
REENPEACE UK has announced 
imminent plans to build an underwater 
boulder barrier in a third UK MARINE 
PROTECTED AREA to block destructive 

industrial fishing.
In the coming weeks, Greenpeace’s 

ship  Arctic Sunrise  will sail to the South West 
Deeps (East), a Marine Protected Area (MPA) 
almost 200 kilometres off the Cornish coast, to 
make a portion of it off-limits to bottom-trawling. 

Celebrities Stephen Fry, Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall, Simon Pegg and Daniel Lismore 
are supporting the action. Their names will be 
stencilled onto the boulders before they are 
placed on the seabed. 

Greenpeace claim the South West Deeps is 
one of the most heavily fished so-called Marine 
Protected Areas in the UK: 

• Between 1 January 2021 and 15 July 2022, 
the South West Deeps was fished in for 
nearly 19,000 hours by 110 boats;

• Between 1 January 2021 and 15 July 2022, 
bottom-trawlers spent more than 3,370 
hours fishing in the area; 

• The majority of industrial fishing vessels 
in the South West Deeps are from France 
(53%) followed by Spain (30%) and Great 
Britain (9%). 

Greenpeace UK announced their third 
underwater boulder barrier on the first day of the 
UN’s Global Ocean Treaty negotiations at IGC5 in 
New York. They claim these talks are a once in a 
generation opportunity to deliver a strong Treaty 
that would make it possible to create vast Marine 
Protected Areas in international waters. Unless 
a Treaty is finalised in 2022, it will be practically 
impossible to deliver ‘30×30’ – 30% of the world’s 
oceans protected by 2030 – a target which the 
UK Government has committed to reaching.

MMO RESPONSE TO 
GREENPEACE ACTION

A boulder falls into the 
English channel from 
the Greenpeace ship 
Esperanza.
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The Fisheries White Paper, Sustainable 
Fisheries for Future Generations, 2018 sets 
out the UK’s commitment to reshape fisheries 
management following our departure from 
the EU. Continuing to champion sustainable 
fishing and adopting management measures 
to rebuild and maintain stocks in the long 
term is central to future management.

Non-Quota Species (NQS) are stocks not 
subject to a Total Allowable Catch. They are 
often high value, potentially vulnerable and 
generally data poor species. The importance 
of NQS is recognised in the Government’s 
draft Joint Fisheries Statement where they 
highlight the intention to manage NQS 
in future through effort limits, fisheries 
closures, and technical measures. 

The JFS also sets out the intention to 
prioritise the development of management 
approaches for NQS domestically, through 
Fisheries Management Plans. This is 
complemented by commitments to develop 
‘multi-year strategies for the conservation 
and management of non-quota stocks’ 
under the UK/EU Trade and Co-operation 
Agreement (TCA).

DEFRA have limited data on NQS, 
limited management and are therefore 
unable to accurately assess the health and 
sustainability levels of all NQS stocks that 
are targeted in English waters. The Fisheries 
Act sets out the precautionary objective in 
which the absence of sufficient scientific 
information is not used to justify postponing 
or failing to take management measures 
to conserve target species, associated or 
dependent species, non-target species or 

their environment. This consultation will 
assist in providing more data and also test 
the limited data they have so far.

DEFRA have heard significant concerns 
from the English inshore catching sector 
and NGOs over the last 18 months about 
the increasing efficiency of larger flyseine 
vessels and their impact on demersal NQS 
stocks.

Flyseine vessels tow gear which touches 
the seabed; demersal fish inhabit the bottom 
of the sea. There are concerns in particular 
about the impact of these vessels on stocks 
such as red mullet, gurnard, and squid in the 
Channel and southern North Sea.

DEFRA are seeking further evidence on 
the impact of current fishing activity on 
demersal species, including through the 
Channel Demersal NQS FMP process, but 
they are conscious of current pressures 
on the stocks and of not waiting to take 

action given concerns about the potential 
vulnerability of demersal NQS.

The proposals in this consultation relate to 
the impact of certain fishing vessel capacity 
in English waters. The proposals, in brief, 
focus on extending current measures (such 
as applying the 221kw restrictions for beam 
trawlers in the English 0-12nm to flyseine 
gear); and/or amending or reviewing existing 
restrictions (such as the 40mm mesh size 
derogation for directed squid fishery); and/or 
bringing in new measures (such as restricting 
fleet capacity or rope diameter and/or rope 
length for flyseine gear).

The expectation is that any new technical 
measures in English waters could come into 
effect during 2023.

n The survey is available onine at: https://
consult.defra.gov.uk/non-quota-species-
team/technical-measures/consultation/

O
VER 500 PROJECTS in the catching, 
processing and aquaculture sectors 
have been awarded more than £9m 
of Government funding to support 

efforts to sustain and grow England’s 
seafood industry 

THE FISHERIES AND SEAFOOD SCHEME 
(FaSS), administered by the Marine 
Management Organisation (MMO) on 
behalf of Defra, was originally launched 
in 2021 to replace the previous European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund.

Following the scheme’s initial success, 
which saw these projects supported across 
England in 2020 and early 2021 at least £6 
million in funding has been secured every 
year to April 2025, providing long-term 
investment to the fishing sector.

Projects have been supported around the 
English coastline, ranging from ice bins and 
safety railings on vessels through to harbour 

improvements and production equipment for 
processing plants.

Since April 2022, an additional £1.5m has 
been committed from the second year of 
FaSS funding, as the scheme continues to 
encourage industry to apply for grants.

Tom McCormack, Chief Executive 
Officer of the Marine Management 
Organisation (MMO), said: “We want to 
support our fishing and seafood sectors to 
continue to develop, adapt and ultimately 
succeed as we move forward into our new 
era as an independent coastal state.

“We look forward to working with more 
applicants from across England this year 
and continuing to support our fishing and 
seafood communities through the Fisheries 
and Seafood Scheme beyond 2022-23.”

Through the scheme, funding of up to 80% 
of a project’s costs can been made to:
• Fishing related activities, including energy 

improvements on vessels
• Help diversify and find new forms of 

income
• Improve the resilience and sustainability of 

shore-based facilities
• Support cooperative activities, building 

capabilities and advisory services
• Achieve good environmental status 

through the conservation and restoration 
of the marine environment

• Improved health and safety projects.

Improvements to the 2022-23 scheme 
include simplified guidance, enhanced levels 
of funding for micro-entities and funding that 
is better targeted at the sector’s needs.

n Details of projects awarded FaSS funding 
to date, as well as guidance for new 
applicants can be found on the Fisheries 
and Seafood Scheme page.

DEFRA Launch Consultation On Managing Flyseine 
Vessel Pressure On Demersal Non-Quota Species

£9m Fisheries Funding Boost 
For English Seafood Businesses

Flyseine vessels tow 
gear which touches 
the seabed.
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CANDIDATES FOR UK PM URGED TO HELP 
FISHERIES SECTOR THRIVE

S
cottish Fishing industry 
leaders have called for 
greater government action 
to allow the sector to thrive, 

not just survive, amid a growing 
range of challenges.

Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation leaders have met 
both candidates campaigning to 
lead the Conservative Party and 
to become the UK’s next Prime 
Minister during their visits to 
Scotland.

Both expressed their support 
for the Scottish fishing industry 
and acknowledged that there is 
work to do to improve the Brexit 
deal on fishing when the current 
adjustment period expires in mid-
2026.

Ian Gatt, SFF President, 
said: “We made clear to both 
candidates the critical importance 
of the UK having full control of 
access to our waters beyond 
2026, in line with every other 
independent coastal state. Both 
agreed that if they win, they will 
meet us in their early weeks in No 
10 to drive forward this, and other 
vital issues for our industry.”

Elspeth Macdonald, SFF 
chief executive, said: “We were 
pleased that both candidates 
asked to meet SFF during their 
busy schedules, and we were able 
to raise important issues for fishing 
such as spatial pressures in our 
crowded seas and the need to find 
solutions to barriers around access 
to labour.”

Hannah Fennell, recently 
appointed as SFF’s vice-
President, said: “It was heartening 
to see that the Scottish fishing 
industry ranked highly in both 
candidates priorities. They both 

know there is much to do, and 
their commitment to continue 
dialogue with us welcomed.”

In an open letter to the two 
candidates for Prime Minister, 
Liz Truss and Rishi Sunak, prior 
to their visit to Scotland, Elspeth 
Macdonald, chief executive of the 
Scottish Fishermen’s Federation, 
said that with the right support, 
fishing would play a key role in the 
transition to net zero, economic 
growth, sustainable use of our 
seas and national food security.

Ms Macdonald said that while 
the industry recognised the 
need for expansion of offshore 
renewables, a much more 
balanced and equitable dialogue 

was required, along with fairer 
decision making about marine 
spatial planning, to ensure low 
carbon food production did not 
pay the price for this.

“Both the UK and Scottish 
Governments have ambitious 
plans for expanding and 
accelerating electricity generation 
from offshore wind farms. We 
understand that the UK must 
transition away from fossil fuels to 
other forms of energy, but there 
are real risks that fishing becomes 
collateral damage as our vessels 
are squeezed out of key fishing 
grounds.”

“Wild-capture fisheries are 
intrinsically a climate-smart 

foodstuff and are a key part of 
the UK’s journey to net zero. But 
to be part of the net-zero future 
fishing needs space at sea to 
continue operating efficiently and 
sustainably.”

“We produce food with a lower 
carbon footprint than all other 
forms of animal protein, indeed 
some Scottish fisheries have 
carbon emissions lower than plant-
based protein sources.”

Ms Macdonald also called for 
significant improvements to the 
Brexit deal, which fell far short of 
fishermen’s expectations, when it 
comes up for renewal in 2026, and 
for action on labour shortages and 
fuel costs. n

 

Liz Truss with Ian Gatt, SFF President Elspeth Macdonald, SFF chief executive and Hannah Fennell SFF’s vice-President

Clearing saw the ‘NE1’ area east 
of Shetland made available for 
ScotWind applicants who met the 
required standards but who did 
not secure their chosen location 
earlier in the leasing process. 

Highlights of the clearing results 
include: 
• A total of 14 applications were 

received  
• Three projects have been 

selected and offered option 
agreements  

THREE PROJECTS 
WILL BE OFFERED 
SEABED AGREEMENTS 
FOR OFFSHORE 
WIND PROJECTS 
FOLLOWING CROWN 
ESTATE SCOTLAND’S 
SCOTWIND CLEARING 
PROCESS.

• The three projects’ initial supply 
chain commitments indicate an 
average of £1.2bn investment in 
Scotland per gigawatt (GW) of 
capacity built  

• A total of £56m will be paid by 
the successful applicants in 
option fees and passed to the 
Scottish Government for public 
spending. Projects are currently 
expected to pay Crown Estate 
Scotland £4m per GW per year 
once operating – this would also 

be paid to Scottish Government.  
• The area of seabed covered by 

the three projects is just over 
560km2 (from a total of 751km2 
available in NE1) 

• The three projects are expected 
to generate 2.8GW of electricity 

R
eacting to the 
announcement by the 
Crown Estate Scotland of 
three Shetland ScotWind 

projects, Shetland Fishermen’s 
Association Executive Officer 
Daniel Lawson said the areas in 
question overlapped with known 
haddock nursery grounds and 
saithe spawning sites, two of the 
Shetland fishing fleet’s valuable 

THREE SHETLAND SCOTWIND 
PROJECTS ANNOUNCED
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The anti-gillnetting protest was organised by Arlene Robertson, of the Fishing Forward UK Group.

“We are calling on the Scottish Government and 
minister for rural affairs Mairi Gougeon to ban 
the practice of gillnetting in boats over 15m in 
Scottish waters” Arlene Roberston

T
he event was organised by 
members of the FISHING 
FORWARD UK GROUP, 
which wants to see greater 

ecological, social and economic 
sustainability in the UK catching 
and processing sectors.

Organiser Arlene Robertson 
said the hope was to instigate the 
banning of industrial gillnetting 
in boats over 15 metres because 
of the “endless destruction and 
cruelty to marine life and birds”.

A larger protest march is also 
being planned for 1 October.

Around 20 people took their 
place at the Market Cross when the 
protest kicked off at 10.30am.

Some of the placards held 
up included photos of animals 
trapped and killed in netting.

The only councillor present 
when the protest began was local 
Green member Alex Armitage. In 
June the party and the local fishing 
industry formed a somewhat 
unlikely alliance to call for action 
on gillnetting.

He said these nets are “curtains of 
death” which cause “unacceptable 
rates of entanglement”. The issue 
is long-running and centres around 
European boats that use gillnets.

Protestors turn 
out in Shetland 
to Campaign 
Against 
Gillnetting

A PROTEST WAS HELD AT THE 
MARKET CROSS IN LERWICK 
RECENTLY AGAINST GILLNETTING 
IN THE FISHING INDUSTRY.

Gillnetting uses huge 
monofilament plastic nets that 
cover vast areas of sea and are 
designed to catch everything 
swimming in their vicinity, often 
resulting in the entanglement of 
sea mammals and birds.

The nets are generally 
discarded in the water after use, 
posing a continued threat both 
to wildlife and to shipping traffic. 
The nets are regularly dragged 
up by local fishing vessels. There 
are also concerns that gill netters 
squeeze out local boats from their 
traditional grounds to the west of 
Shetland.

Robertson – who has family 
working in the industry – claimed 
that four weeks ago, for the first 
time, an EU-owned boat brought 
ashore four skip loads of discard at 
a Scottish port.

“Traditionally that has been 
thrown into our waters for 
decades,” she said. Armitage said 
“artisanal gillnetting” practised 

by small boats under 15m is not a 
problem. “Our grievance is with 
large-scale industrial gillnetting, 
and this is why we are calling on the 
Scottish Government and minister 
for rural affairs Mairi Gougeon to 
ban the practice of gillnetting in 
boats over 15m in Scottish waters,” 
he added.

Armitage also said he is keen to 
defend the marine environment as 
well as stand up for a sustainable 
fishing industry – adding that he 
is excited to be part of the “new 
cooperation” between the Greens 
and fishermen.

Shetland Fishermen’s 
Association (SFA) was not 
involved in the protest, but its 
executive officer Sheila Keith said 
local crews are encouraged by 

seeing these type of events taking 
place.

“The sheer scale of intensive 
gillnetting carried out by visiting 
vessels around Shetland continues 
to have consequences for the 
economy and ecology of our 
islands,” she said.

“SFA members, environ-
mentalists and the wider public 
have made constructive and 
concrete suggestions to the 
Scottish Government through 
its recent future catching policy 
consultation.

“Having asked for views, and 
having been left in no doubt 
about the strength of feeling in 
our community, ministers can no 
longer abdicate responsibility over 
these shared concerns.” n

and popular whitefish catches.
“The impact of these projects 

on nursery grounds and spawning 
sites is unknown, and research 
is urgently needed before 
productive and pristine fishing 
grounds are destroyed in this 
offshore windrush.

“It is clear to everyone that 
more renewable energy is needed, 
however fish is a low carbon 
source of nutritious protein food 
– displacing legitimate fishing 
activity is environmental madness.

“These and other wind farm 
developments will have an impact 
on ecosystems and therefore on 
fish stocks and fisheries in the 
area. Unlike the offshore windfarm 

sector, fishing relies entirely 
on the good state of marine 
ecosystems for its survival.

“The Scottish Government 
is effectively privatising areas 
of seabed which are critical 
to our local economy here in 
Shetland, for the benefit of Irish, 
Norwegian and French/Spanish 
multinationals.”

Mr Lawson added that it was 
imperative for the impact of any 
projects that do proceed to be 
minimised, especially through 
joined up cable corridors to 
protect inshore fisheries and 
mandatory tension leg mooring 
systems to that turbine anchor 
lines take up less space. n

The proposed 
NE1 area east of 

Shetland available 
for ScotWind. 
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U
K FISHING MINISTER 
Victoria Prentis said she has 
listened carefully to what 
fishermen and industry 

leaders have told her about one 
of the islands’ key industries.

Following a two day visit to 
Shetland in early August during 
which she was lobbied by salmon 
farmers and fishermen, Prentis 
and her team were left in no doubt 
of the significance the seafood 
industries play in the wellbeing of 
the isles.

Following a visit to the fish 
market in Lerwick she said she was 
blown away not only by the new 
facility – which became operational 
two years ago – but also by the 
quality of the fish on offer.

And she recognised the 
significant challenges seafood 
exporters face in getting the fish to 
market in the UK and further afield.

The MP for the Oxfordshire 
constituency of Banbury, who has 
a background in farming, has been 
the UK fishing minister for the last 
two and half years. It was her first 
visit to Shetland.

“We know how important 
fishing is to the wider economy, 
not just to the people who fish,” 
she said.

Forging personal 
relationships: 
UK fishing minister Prentis 
impressed by what she 
learnt on trip north

UK fishing minister Victoria Prentis and SFA executive officer Sheila Keith.

“It’s blindingly obvious in 
Shetland because the community 
is fishing, and this market is a very 
significant place in this town.”

While in Shetland, the minister 
announced details of funding to 17 
projects that have been successful 
in attracting support from the UK 
Seafood Fund, including £18,000 
for a scientific study into ling, which 
will be based at the Scalloway 
college, part of the University of 
the Highlands and Islands.

She said: “The question really is; 
how do we make sure that we are 
able to support the industry where 
we can; [and] one of the ways is for 
example through the UK Seafood 
Fund, which is £100 million to 
spend around the whole of the UK.

“We will make sure that it comes 
Shetland’s way when there are 
good bids.”

The minister said detailed work 
on how to improve easier access to 
European markets following Brexit 
was already under way. 

She said these discussions with 
salmon farmers and fishermen 
started immediately after the initial 
long delays at the Channel after 
the UK left the single market in 
January 2021.

Seafood exporters experiences 

similar delays over recent weeks 
including reports of fresh fish 
reaching French market 48 hours 
later than scheduled.

She acknowledged that the 
outcome of the Brexit negotiations 
wasn’t what fishermen had been 
promised and said that preparatory 
work for follow-up negotiations 
with the EU for the period beyond 
2026 were already under way.

“We have already started the 
long and detailed work starting 
to talk to the industry to make 
sure that when we arrive at the 
negotiations, we know exactly 
what we want and what we are 
asking for, and this visit is very 
much part of that preparatory 
work,” she said.

“The seafood fund is very much 
designed that the fishing fleet and 

Carmichael highlights the importance 
of locally based fishery science
ORKNEY and Shetland MP 
Alistair Carmichael has 
welcomed fisheries research 
funding boost announced UK 
fisheries minister Victoria 
Prentis during her visit to 
Shetland in early August.

And he encouraged more 
local projects, scientific and 
otherwise, to bid for money 
from the £100 million UK 
Seafood Fund, which has been 
extended from 2024 until 31 
March 2025 to help longer-term 
projects to succeed.

He said: “Whatever the other 
issues fishing in the isles faces 

coastal communities can get ready 
for new opportunities that we very 
much hope and expect will come 
our way after 2026.”

Executive officer with 
the Shetland Fishermen’s 
Association Sheila Keith said the 
industry needed to work closely 
with government.

“Politically fishing was so high 
on the agenda, we cannot allow for 
that to slip back,” Keith said.

“We have to build on that 
relationship so that government is 
not making decisions in isolation.”

Prentis said she has been left 
in no doubt about what the local 
industry expects of her and her 
department, even though she 
doesn’t know whether she will 
continue to be the minister for 
fisheries after 5 September when 

right now this funding is to be 
welcomed and is an important 
investment in the long-term 
success of our fisheries.

“Research that is managed 
close to the fishing ports that 
are most directly affected is an 
important first step in rebalancing 
the relationship between the 
industry and scientists.

“The potential economic and 
environmental benefits to coastal 
communities from enhanced 
fisheries research are plain to see. 
It is a vote of confidence in our 
future.”

The MP met with the minister 

to discuss the benefits of fisheries 
research carried out by locally 
based institutions alongside the 
whole range of issues important 
to the local industry such as 
industrial-scale gill-netting, the 
competing interest of fishing and 
renewable energy developments 
as well as the post 2026 
arrangements with the EU.

While in the isles, the minister 
announced 17 successful projects 
to share a total of £2.77 million 
made available in round 2 of the 
scheme.

These include a £18,000 
grant towards a joint Shetland 

UHI/Shetland Fish Producers’ 
Organisation (SFPO) project that 
will collect scientific data on ling 
stocks.

SFPO chief executive Brian 
Isbister said fishermen had seen 
much more abundant ling stocks 
around the isles as rudimentary 
scientific data suggests.

“We have worked with 
scientists at Shetland UHI to 
develop an initial 5-month 
FISP [Fishing Industry Science 
Partnership] project that will 
document fishers’ observations, 
review available scientific 
information and identify 
knowledge gaps,” he said.

“An outcome of this project 
will be the development of a 
proposal for a follow-on larger 
project around ling.”

Meanwhile, Marine Scotland’s 
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T
HE locally managed inshore 
shellfish fisheries sector 
in Shetland can continue 
for another year after the 

local authority approved support 
funding worth almost £180,000.

The funding package by 
Shetland Islands Council (SIC) 
was approved by councillors 
in private during a meeting on 
22 June. Details are only now 
emerging.

The £177,640 grant will be 
administered by the Shetland 
Shellfish Management 
Organisation (SSMO), which 
controls shellfish catching and 
stock research inside the six-mile 
limit, known as the Shetland 
Regulating Order.

The council funding will help 
pay for stock assessments and 
research by marine scientists at 
UHI Shetland costing £197,000, 
including a scallop survey at sea 
this summer.

SSMO chair Robert Williamson 
said: “We’re very grateful for this. 
It’s good to have forward-thinking 
councillors who see the value 
in Shetland managing its own 
shellfish resources. 

“And they see the merits in the 
excellent scientific research done 
locally for over 20 years now to 
help keep stocks healthy for the 
future.”

SHETLAND NEWS

Crab fishing on Valentia LK21. PHOTO: DANIEL LAWSON

UK fishing minister Victoria Prentis and SFA executive officer Sheila Keith.

Funding package worth nearly £180k to 
help keep shellfish sector sustainable 

Newly elected chair of the 
SIC’s development committee, 
councillor Dennis Leask 
said the council’s support for 
Shetland Shellfish Management 
Organisation was essential in 
ensuring good stewardship of 
the marine environment and the 
sustainability of Shetland’s inshore 
fishery. 

“The delivery of the Shetland 
Regulating Order is considered an 
exemplar in fisheries management 
and ensures that decisions on 
local resources are made locally, 
based on solid scientific data and 
a partnership approach between 
private, public and academic 
sectors,” he said.

Director of research, 
enterprise & impact for UHI 
Shetland Dr Beth Mouat said 
the college works in partnership 
with SSMO to support sustainable 
management of inshore fisheries.  

“The science commissioned 
by the SSMO means that 
management decisions are made 
on up-to-date local data, ensuring 
that the shellfish stocks and the 
environment where they are 
fished can support this important 
industry into the future.  

“The work that we do 
also informs sustainability 
accreditation for our scallop 
and brown crab fisheries. These 

long-term benefits would not be 
possible without local funding 
support.”

Williamson added: “I would say 
that the SSMO is a good working 
example of locals managing a 
local resource successfully for 
the benefit of local folk – maybe 
something we should be doing 
more of in Shetland.”

Under powers devolved 
to the SSMO by the Scottish 
Government, fishermen require a 
special licence each year to catch 
and sell shellfish from Shetland’s 
inshore waters. There are currently 
106 inshore boats operated by 
SSMO licence holders.

The SSMO’s inshore co-
ordinator John Robertson said 
that part of the SIC grant will also 
go towards the organisation’s 
running costs.

“It’s a relief to get council 
backing again this year. The 
SSMO is still looking to raise more 
funds to help retain Shetland’s 
prestigious sustainable shellfish 
endorsements for a few more 
years. We have the only scallop 
and brown crab fisheries in 
Europe certified as sustainable by 
the Marine Stewardship Council. 

“And the Marine Conservation 
Society has advised shoppers 
that Shetland produces the only 
sustainable brown crab in the UK.”

the new prime minister will be 
named.

“I have been the fishing 
minister for two and a half 
years; these were quite trying 
two and a half year because 
we had Brexit and then Covid, 
so I am certainly not going 
to lose my interest in fishing, 
and I think this is an important 
industry,” Prentis said.

“We can leave a note for 
the next minister, but personal 
relationships are always very 
significant, so this is definitely 
a trip worth doing, whether I 
am in post or not. I hope to be.” 

science department in 
partnership with Marine 
Environmental Solutions 
Limited owned by the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) 
have been allocated a grant 
of £215,000 for work on using 
LED lights to reduce the by-
catch of cod in the North Sea 
nephrops fishery.

n A list of all the project 
successful in attracting 
government grants can be 
found here.

https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/
fisp-projects/fisp-projects-
grants-and-contracts-
awarded-in-round-2-of-the-
scheme#marine-scotland-
science



The Skipper/September 2022 www.theskipper.ie22

What do wind farms mean when they describe 
themselves as ‘Phase One’ or ‘Phase Two’?
All of the offshore wind energy projects aiming 
to be completed by the end of 2030 will fall 
into two groups which are called Phase One 
and Phase Two. 

The Phase One projects hope to apply for 
planning permission in the first half of 2023 
while the Phase Two projects are a bit further 
behind. Most of them would be thinking about 
putting in a planning application in 2024.

The Government has recently increased 
the ambition for 2030 to 7 gigawatts (7,000 
megawatts) of wind energy. How many wind 
farms this will require would depend on the size 
of each project but it would suggest roughly 10 
completed by the end of decade from the two 
phases combined.

Which projects are Phase One and which are 
Phase Two?
The Phase One projects are Oriel Wind Farm 
off the coast of Louth, North Irish Sea Array off 
the coast of north county Dublin, Dublin Array 
which is off the coast of Dun Laoghaire and 
north Wicklow, Codling Wind Park which is off 
the coast of Wicklow, Arklow Bank which is off 
the coast of Arklow and Sceirde Rocks off the 
coast of Galway. 

All of these projects applied over the 
summer for a Maritime Area Consent (MAC) 
which, if granted, would allow them to use an 
area of the Irish seabed for an offshore wind 
farm. It is worth remembering getting a MAC 
does not guarantee the project will be built. 

An offshore supply vessel travelling 
through Burbo Bank wind farm off the 
coast of Liverpool. PHOTO: ORSTED

They will still need to get planning permission 
from An Bord Pleanála and also compete against 
each other in an auction to be held next year. 
Only a project which gets planning permission 
and, in addition, gets a contract in the auction 
will be built.

The Phase Two projects have not yet been 
identified and this is very important for people 
to understand. The developers themselves do 
not know which of them will be in Phase Two 
and which will not. This can make it challenging 
to keep people informed about the timeline of 
any specific project.

Most proposed wind farms will want to be 
identified as Phase Two because this gives 
them the best chance of being developed 
by 2030. Earlier this year the Department of 
Environment, Climate and Communications ran 
a public consultation to come up with a set of 
criteria that could be used to identify Phase Two 
projects but no decision has yet been made. 

We are hoping for more information before 
the end of the year.

What happens to the projects which don’t fall 
into these two groups?
Right now, this isn’t very clear even for the wind 
energy industry and it is worth remembering that 
Government policy on this is still developing. 

What we do know is that any project 
outside of phases one and two is looking at a 
completion date in the 2030s rather than in this 
decade. They are significantly further back in 
the pipeline.

It is possible, even likely, that some of these 

projects might not go ahead at all if one of the 
offshore wind farms in the first two phases is 
built in, or near, the same area where they are 
looking to develop. There simply might not be 
room for them anymore.

However, if we are to achieve our overall 
objective of a fully zero-carbon electricity 
system we will need to rely on Ireland’s massive 
offshore wind energy resources and on 
developing new projects throughout the 2030s 
and beyond to provide cheap, clean, power to 
Irish homes, communities and businesses.

How will post-2030 projects be developed? 
This is another area where there is still some 
uncertainty. These projects, sometimes called 
‘Phase 3’, will be developed after 2030 under 
a new system. The Government wants to 
move Ireland’s approach to offshore wind farm 
development for this group of projects to what 
is often called a ‘State-led approach’.

Under this system the Government, or an 
agency to which they give this responsibility, 
would identify the locations for offshore wind 
farms. Developers would then compete against 
each other in an auction for the chance to build 
a wind farm in one of the identified locations.

The developer that puts in the highest bid 
would then be responsible for the construction 
and operation of the wind farm on the site 
identified by the State. 

In the coming months and years we 
expect the Government to consult widely 
with key stakeholders, including Ireland’s 
fishing community, to see how a ‘State-led 
approach’ would work in Ireland and put in 
place the resources in an existing, or potentially 
completely new, State agency to be responsible 
for this work. n

Which Wind Farms 
will be built first?

With so many new wind energy projects being announced it is only natural that 
there is some confusion within the fishing industry about how, when or even if all 
of these projects will actually be built.

In the third in an ongoing series of articles on offshore renewable energy for The 
Skipper, Wind Energy Ireland’s JUSTIN MORAN explains the different categories, 
or ‘phases’, of wind energy projects and what this means for Ireland’s fishermen.

NEWS: ENERGY PROJECTS
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We are 
enrolling for a 
Workboat Master 
traineeship, which 
starts in September. This 
fully-funded programme runs 
for 1-year and will empower you 
with work-ready skills for a career in 
the maritime industry. It will equip you with 
the skills, competencies and certification 
required for employment in the area of passenger 
boats, fishing vessels, boat repair and maintenance.

Workboat Master 
Traineeship

COLLEGE OF FURTHER
EDUCATION & TRAINING

#FindTheBestInYou 

Programmes co-funded
by the Government of Ireland

and the European Union
collegeofFET.ie/traineeshipsGo to

FULLY
FUNDED

B
ORD BIA, the semi-state agency responsible for the promotion, 
trade development, and marketing of Irish food, drink, and 
horticulture in Ireland and globally, has today announced that Jim 
O’Toole  has been appointed as its new  Chief Executive Officer 

(CEO). Jim was appointed by the Board of Bord Bia, following an open and 
competitive recruitment process and is scheduled to take up the position 
on November 1st.

He is currently CEO of Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM), Ireland’s Seafood 
Development Agency and is highly experienced in global food marketing, 
sustainability development and change leadership.  

Announcing the appointment,  Chairman of Bord Bia, Dan 
MacSweeney, said: “On behalf of the Board I’m delighted to announce 
the appointment of  Jim O’Toole as CEO of Bord Bia. We welcome Jim 
to Bord Bia and the knowledge, experience and insight he brings to the 
role and to the organisation. His considerable experience in the agrifood 
sector, depth of international experience and strong corporate, strategic 
and operational expertise makes him an ideal leader to deliver strategic 
transformation, building on the great work of his predecessors and the 
rest of the Bord Bia team. We look forward to working with Jim, and are 
confident his leadership will ensure Bord Bia continues to deliver on its 
strategic mission to promote sustainably-produced Irish produce to 
customers around the world. On behalf of the Board of Bord Bia, I would 
like to extend my sincere gratitude to Michael Murphy for his commitment 
and dedication to Bord Bia and the food, drink and horticulture sector 
during his term as Interim CEO, which has ensured the continued 
successful delivery of our new and exciting strategy, while navigating the 
key issues currently facing the industry and the organisation.”

Jim O’Toole said: “I am deeply honoured to be appointed as Bord Bia’s 
CEO and I look forward to working with the Board and the talented team 
in Bord Bia to implement the recently published strategy.   I have been 
most fortunate to have previously spent over twenty years in Bord Bia and 
more recently have had the privilege of being the CEO of Bord Iascaigh 

Mhara for over five years. I sincerely wish my BIM colleagues the best for 
the future and look forward to continuing the close collaboration between 
the two agencies.”

n It is anticipated that Jim O’Toole will join Bord Bia in November when 
Michael Murphy will return to his position as Director of Organisation and 
Industry Talent.

Jim O’Toole is set to take up his new position in November. 

Bord Bia Appoints New Chief Executive Officer 

“I look forward to 
working with the 
Board and the talented 
team in Bord Bia 
to implement the 
recently published 
strategy.” 
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In mid August the latest delivery from 
Parkol Marine Engineering in Whitby, 
Winter of Ladram left its home port of 
Salcombe on its maiden fishing trip.

Winter of 
Ladram E-24

S
he was launched in early 
July with sea trials and 
final delivery exactly a 
month later. She was 

built at Parkol’s Whitby yard 
for Waterdance Ltd, based 
in Exeter, who are part of the 
Greendale group. In recent years 
Waterdance have invested heavily 
in their fleet of over twenty fishing 
vessels working out of various 
ports in SW England, Winter of 
Ladram is the latest sign of this 
investment.

She is named after one of 
the directors grand daughters, 
‘Winter’. She is the second vessel 
Parkol has built for Waterdance 
Ltd., the first being Amanda of 
Ladram built in 2021. The style is 
very similar to Amanda of Ladram, 
which is a gill netter

 Winter of Ladram is a 21.0 
metre crabber registered in 
Exeter as E 24 designed by Ian 
Paton at S C McAllister & Co Ltd 
and has a similar hull to that of 
the Amanda of Ladram. She is of 
round bilge form with a transom 
stern, bulbous bow with an overall 
length of 21.0m, a registered 
length of 16.49m, a beam of 
7.7metres and a tonnage of 218 
Tonnes. 

Winter of Ladram is a 21.0 metre 
crabber registered in Exeter.

WORDS: MIKE MONTGOMERIE 
PHOTOS: MIKE MONTGOMERIE & MIKE UPTON

A unique feature of Winter 
of Ladram is that she has been 
designed with over 3 metres of 
headroom under the shelter deck 
to ensure plenty of stowage space 
for pots when shifting grounds. 
The vessel will be skippered by 
Richard Carroll who is moving 
with his entire crew from another 
vessel in the Waterdance fleet, 
Nichola of Ladram.

CRABBER LAYOUT
Winter of Ladram is of standard 
crabber deck layout with 
the hauler up forward on the 
starboard side, the galley, mess 
deck and changing area across 
the full width of the vessel 
aft, leaving a large deck area 
midships for handling the gear 
and processing the catch. Atop 
the shelter deck is the aluminium 
wheelhouse fitted out to a high 
standard by Parkol. 

 The wheelhouse is offset to 
Starboard to ensure the skipper 
has really good vision of the 
hauling station just forward of 
the wheelhouse on the main 
deck. Below deck the vessel is 
divided, for forward to aft, a small 
fish room that accommodates 
a large pound for rope storage, The hauling and catch handling set up.
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The cavernous under shelter deck area  with timber sheathed deck

two bait freezers, Aft of this is the 
large vivier tank, then the engine 
room and right aft the crew 
accommodation and steering 
compartment. 

WORKING DECK
 The main working deck is 
dominated by the large 2 ton 
Britannia Slave hauler mounted 
forward on the starboard side 
with a hydraulic telescopic 
gantry to take the hauling block 
clear of the vessel side. This 
is all mounted at the fore side 
of a larger cantilevered hatch 
that opens upwards with two 
hydraulic rams to enable plenty 
of space for hauling. Fitted on the 
underside of this hatch are three 
large floodlights to illuminate the 
area of sea around the hatchway 
when the hatch is open. Within 
this lifting hatch a second smaller 
hatch is fitted, just large enough 
for shooting the pots, allowing the 
main hatch to be closed to give 
the crew more protection from 
the weather when shooting the 
gear away.

 As the pots are hauled, the 
back rope is stowed on deck 
forward, clear of where the crew 
are working, the pots are passed 
across the table to remove 
the catch, then get cleaned 
and rebaited. Any bycatch or 
undersized crab removed from 
the pots are passed directly 
into an adjacent 300mm steel 
tube that passes right down 
through the hull ensuring any live 
creatures are returned to the sea 
very quickly. 

Once the crabs are removed 
from the pots, they are placed 
in a holding tray that has two 
nicking stations alongside, once 
nicked they are placed into one 
of the steel tubes leading into the 
vivier tank. There are three other 
smaller separate sections of the 
vivier tank each with their own 
steel delivery tube, for keeping 
any lobster or large cock crabs 
separate from the main section 
where the crab are stored.

Once rebaited the pots are 
stowed further aft in the under 
shelter deck area ready for 
shooting again. This timber 
sheathed deck area is enormous, 
over 3 metres high and the full 
width of the vessel. It can easily 
hold several fleets of gear it the 
skipper opts to move fishing 
grounds, if necessary this area 
could probably hold around 500 
pots.

Right forward on this deck 
there is a small gear store, to port 
a hatch leading down into the 
fish room, store and bait store. 
Directly above this hatch is a ➔

similar one in the shelter deck to 
allow bait gear etc to be passed 
directly down into the stores. At 
one side of this hatch is a hoist 
system operated by a small 
tugger winch mounted beneath 
the shelterdeck to make it easier 
to take bait from the freezers to 
the baiting stations on deck when 
at sea.

Moving below through this 
hatch there is a deep pound to 
the forward side for rope storage. 
Mounted on an overhead gantry 
above the pound is a rope hauler 
from John Leach Fishing. On 
the aft bulkhead of this fishroom 
are two specialist freezer doors 
to access the two freezer bait 
lockers. These two bait lockers 
have a combined capacity of 9 
cubic metres. Both these doors 
incorporate a heat system to 
prevent the door seals from 
freezing up. The refrigeration was 
supplied by SPX Refrigeration 
and Engineering Services 
LTD who also supplied the air 
conditioning for the boat.

 Aft of the bait store beneath 

the main deck is the large vivier 
tank, with a gross volume of 
50,000 litres to hold in the 
region of 25 ton of crab. The 
vivier is accessible for landing 
the catch through a two piece 
flush watertight hatch in the main 
deck. To the port side of the main 
deck is a ladder with a hatch 
above, to give crew access to the 
shelterdeck.

 Moving aft on from the main 
deck is the accommodation 
unit, on the port side is the main 
access doorway into the dryroom 
with heated hanging space for 

oilskins, lifejackets, boots etc. 
At the aft end of this is a ‘utility 
space with washing machine, 
tumble drier, small sink and large 
freezer. 

Moving from dryroom into the 
main accommodation area to 
forward there is an access stair 
to the wheelhouse, aft there is 
an access stair to the sleeping 
accommodation, then a separate 
toilet and roomy shower room. 
Straight ahead on the starboard 
side is the galley and mess deck. 
Along the forward bulkhead there 
is a stainless steel four ringed 
Lincat cooker with dark grey 
moulded worktops around it.

 To the left of the cooker is 
a large double door Liebher 
fridge. Aft is the galley table 
with ample room for all the crew. 
As with all the accommodation 
the mess deck is fitted with air 
conditioning. Down below aft 
there are 5 separate cabins, a 
skipper’s cabin and four two berth 
cabins all well fitted out in light 
wood effect panelling with solid 
oak trims Each cabin has several 
240 volt power sockets and the 
now essential USB charging 
points as well as air conditioning 
units.

ENGINE ROOM
Just forward of this is the spacious 
engine room accessed from 
the dry room area on deck. The 
centre piece of the engine room 
is the Volvo Penta D16MH main 
engine rated at 1800 RPM and 
Reintjes gear box supplied by 
Marine Engineering (Looe) Ltd 
and fitted by Parkol. 

This drives a four bladed 

Tel: +44 (0) 1947 602669 Mob: +44 (0) 7889 068956

Email: info@parkol.co.uk  Web: www.parkol.co.uk
Eskside Wharf, Church Street, 

Whitby, North Yorkshire, YO22 4AE

Congratulations to 
Waterdance Ltd, 

Skipper Richard and 
crew with your new vessel 

“Winter of Ladram”. 
We wish you safe and 

successful fishing.

She has been 
designed with 
over 3 metres of 
headroom under 
the shelter deck to 
ensure plenty of 
stowage space for 
pots when shifting 
grounds.
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PARKOL NEW BUILD WINTER OF LADRAM

propellor from Michigan Marine 
Propulsion Ltd ahead of a 
single rudder. There are also two  
Volvo Penta D5A-TA Marine 
Gensets, also supplied by Marine 
Engineering (Looe) Ltd fitted on 
top of the two wing fuel tank to 
provide electrical power for the 
vessel.

 At the forward side of the 
main engine are two electrically 
driven Desmi pumps, to service 

the vivier tank through 150mm 
diameter pipework. Aft there are 
two electrically driven hydraulic 
pumps supplied by Hercules 
Hydraulics Ltd, in Devon to 
provide hydraulic power for the 
vessel and the power pack for the 
Wills Ridley steering gear. The 
two wing fuel tanks hold 18,000 
litres and the 3 freshwater tanks 
forward have a capacity of 12,000 
litres. Forward there is a Kort KT 
90 Bow thruster supplied by Kort 
Propulsion Ltd.

The wheelhouse has all the 
electronics offset to starboard. 
They are concentrated around 
a KAB sliding wheelhouse 
chair and a large forward facing 
opening window giving the 
skipper a really great view of the 
hauling station forward on the 
deck below.

To the port side of the 
wheelhouse is an L shaped settee 
style seat set around a table and 
large screen monitor for use with 
the E log. As with the rest of the 
accommodation the wheelhouse 
is fitted with air conditioning 
units.

Outside the aft wheelhouse 
door is a large stern deck 
with the two life rafts in easily 
accessible positions. This area 
may also be used for pot storage 

Volvo main engine and gearbox.

Winter of Ladram will catch crab landing mainly into both Salcombe and Newlyn.

The 2 ton Brittania hauler.

Wheelhouse electronics supplied by Echomaster Marine Ltd.

COMMUNICATIONS/GMDSS:
2 x Icom IC-M510 VHF DSC Radio’s
1 x Sailor RT6210 VHF Radio
1 x ICS NAV6 Plus Paperless Navtex
1 x IC-GM1600MED GMDSS VHF
1 x VEP8 GPS EPIRB & Auto Housing
1 x Phonetek 10-Way Intercom system
1 x Digital Yacht 4G Connect Pro Dual Antenna
1 x Excel@Sea 60cm (unlimited data use) Ka band VSAT
NAVIGATION & HEADING:
1 x Simrad NSO EVO3S MFD with HALO-6 6ft Radar
1 x Simrad NSO EVO3S MFD with HALO-4 4ft Radar
1 x JRC JLR-21 GPS Compass
2 x Furuno GP-39 GPS Navigators
1 x Simrad V5035 Class A AIS Transceiver
CHARTPLOTTERS:
1 x Olex 3D Seabed Mapping Chartplotter with AIS, GRIB & HT 
Ground Discrimination
1 x Sodena Easywin Chartplotter with AIS, ARPA and Tides
AUTOPILOT STEERING CONTROLS:
1 x Navitron NT921 MKII Autopilot
1 x Navitron NT920WA Watch Alarm
2 x Navitron NT920 Rudder Angle Indicators
2 x Navitron NT990 Follow-Up Levers
BLACK BOX ACOUSTIC FISH FINDING EQUIPMENT:
1 x Hondex HE-2900B Dual Band Echosounder with Hondex 
TD380 3kW Dual Range CHIRP Transducer
1 x Hondex Temperature Sensor
ENTERTAINMENT/SECURITY/MISCELLANEOUS:
1 x Intellian I6PE 60cm TVRO system
1 x HikVision 7 camera IP CCTV system
1 x Hull mounted HD Colour Propeller/Rudder Observation camera
8 x AG Neovo 24” Widescreen Monitors
1 x Mess Deck TV Repeater for Simrad HALO Radar
1 x Fusion RA70 Bluetooth Stereo system

during passage between fishing 
grounds.

 Forward of the wheelhouse on 
the shelterdeck is the small hatch 
for access from the main deck 
landing hatch, the central landing 
hatch and to the starboard side is 
the large, hinged hatch to open 
up the gear handling station. 

Just ahead of this is secure 
stowage for the vessels anchor. 
Forward is the foremast with 
a traditional landing derrick 

Wheelhouse electronics supplied by 
Echomaster Marine Ltd, Macduff

and three large forward facing 
floodlights to light up the sea 
ahead of the vessel when 
searching for ends of the fleets 
of pots.

 The skipper plans to work 
about 3000 Gaelforce D shaped 
pots in flets (strings) of around 
100, hauling them every 2 to 3 
days. He will be mainly working 
the SW crab grounds landing 
mainly into both Salcombe and 
Newlyn. n 
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The Clean Oceans Initiative is the umbrella name for a range of BIM and seafood industry 
supported programmes to minimise the impact their sector has on our oceans, including 
Fishing for Litter, Co-ordinated Local Aquaculture Management Systems (CLAMS), the new 
pilot Gear Retirement Scheme, shore and pier cleans.

Involvement in the Clean Oceans Initiative demonstrates the Irish seafood industry’s 
commitment to sustainability for a healthy ocean and contributes towards Ireland’s 
responsibilities under the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the EU plastics strategy.

For more information visit www.bim.ie or simply scan here:

Committed to Sustainability

There are five
pillars to the Initiative:

B
IM, through the CLEAN OCEANS INITIATIVE, are calling on fishing 
and aquaculture gear suppliers and agents in Ireland to work 
collaboratively with national stakeholders to prepare for the national 
reporting requirements of the Single Use Plastics Directive (SUPD) 

which comes into effect this year, and the sector wide Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR) scheme due to be in place by 2024.

Without reliable weight based annual volumes sold in Ireland, end of 
life, ghost gear and other sources of seafood industry plastics could be 
misrepresented by commentators as problems caused by our national 
fishing industry. BIM will initially collect data to assist the sector to 
confidently define the scope of the issue which will be essential in 
developing the structure of the Extended Producer Responsibility in 2024. 

There are number of ways for gear suppliers to actively lead in the 
development of the practical implementation measures that will be 
required under the new the Single Use Plastics Directive (SUPD) including:  

1. Reviewing your current inventory system and ensuring it is ready 
for material-based reporting. By grouping gear according to the types 
of materials used, gear suppliers can adapt their current information 
to record their annual gross weights, by material type, that they place 
on the market. It also addresses an important information gap which is 
a baseline of how much fishing and aquaculture gear is placed on the 
market annually.  

2. Get involved the development of a European standard for the 
circular design of fishing and aquaculture gear. With over 80% of a 
product’s environmental impact determined at design stage, tapping 
into the sectors expertise in the design of fishing gear will be crucial in 
creating a new generation of gear that is more durable, reusable, and 

repairable. Fishing and aquaculture gear suppliers play a pivotal role 
in ensuring that gear can be designed to maximise the opportunity for 
reuse, repurposing or recycling.
n For more information on this visit www.nsai.ie  

3. Get on our contacts list. In order to provide technical support and 
identify grant aid available to implement all of these important actions, 
BIM aims to work with those involved in the sector, both individually 
and collectively. Currently, BIM are building a contacts list of fishing 
and aquaculture gear suppliers with the aim of convening a national 
roundtable in October.  
If you would like more information on any of these, or wish to register 
your interest for the October event, please contact us at clean.oceans@
bim.ie 

4. Help us find solutions to develop ‘incentivised takeback pathways’ 
for gear suppliers similar to the WEEE Ireland retailer programme. 
National gear suppliers differ in the resources they have available - some 
have owned transport, proximity to harbours or access to other services 
providers such as gear dismantlers. Understanding how gear suppliers 
can adapt their business model to benefit from gear take back needs to 
be assessed. Therefore, to prepare for 2023, BIM aims to work with the 
sector on exploring systematic solutions that include the removal of end-
of-life materials off the market as part of the service provided through 
gear suppliers. 

Gear suppliers are key to the success of delivery of an Extended 
Producer Responsibility Scheme and BIM is working with them to comply 
with the requirements and contribute towards the sustainability of the 
sector and the development of the circular economy. n

Gear Suppliers Play A Key Role In The Circular 
Economy Of Fishing Gear Plastics
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Blessing 
of the Boats
PHOTOS: TONY LYNCH
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Blessing of the Boats LOUGHSHINNY
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PHOTOS: ALAN FANNING & RAY WATTS

FISHING FESTIVALS
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NEWS WiFi PELAGIC DOORS

T
he WiFi controllable trawl 
doors have been under 
test and trials for several 
years and finally Thyborøn 

Trawldoor are so satisfied with 
the feedback from trials that 
they have now made them 100% 
commercial and are open to sell 
and customize a system to each of 
their customers that would have 
the needs or interest in a set of 
remote controllable pelagic doors.

The controllable doors have 
multiple  features, primarily 
that you can pre-plan the doors 
behavior via WIFI from the bridge. 
For example, it is possible to set 
a targeted fishing depth of 100 
meters. Then, regardless of a turn, 
side current or change in speed or 
wire ratio the doors will adapt and 
stay in 100 meters.

With the wireless 
communication system it is 
possible to send commands to 
the trawl doors and make changes 
while fishing and the doors are 
under water.

The area/spreading force of 
the trawl doors can with this 
system be changed by 27%, so 
basically when purchasing a set 
of 15m2 doors, you have every 
sizes covered all the way down to 
10,95m2. This becomes extremely 
useful for the vessels who operates 
different fisheries.

Another important feature is 
that with these doors you avoid 
any danger for the crew when 
adjusting the doors, since it can 
now done be from the bridge.

Danish RSW vessel Themis 
have been trialing the TYPE 32 
BLUESTREAM doors for multiple 
fisheries and are very satisfied with 
the advantages compared to older 
regular pelagic doors.

Themis have also reported that 
it is very beneficial when the crew 
have gone to bed and the Skipper 
wants to make a small adjustment 
during the night, he can just 
change the setup on the trawl 
doors without having to wake up 
4-5 guys.

Most recent test was done 
on the Shetland vessel Serene 
who have bought a set of 15m2 
controllable doors. On trials they 
shot the doors while being pre-
set to keep 30 meters below the 
surface. The feature was tested 
with different wire lengths shot 
and while making a tow. 

Everything stayed in line and 
when the crew of Serene had 
seen what they needed, they went 
home to Shetland carrying another 
set of TYPE 32 BLUESTREAM’s for  
the L419 Antares. n

 

Thyborøn Trawldoor 
Go Wireless
Thyborøn Trawldoors have launched their new TYPE 32 BLUESTREAM 
WiFi pelagic doors in time for the winter mackerel season

www.thyboron-trawldoor.dk

Shetland vessel Serene have bought a new 
set of Thyborøn controllable doors.

Wireless Hydraulic Foil Adjusters.

Testing the new doors.
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BIM SEAFOOD SURVEY

B
ord Iascaigh Mhara 
(BIM), Ireland’s Seafood 
Development Agency 
is hosting a series of 

information meetings about the 
National Seafood Survey with 
vessel owners at various ports 
from October onwards. These 
events will include discussions 
about the importance of 
returning the annual survey and 
will include demonstrations on 
how to register for and complete 
the 2022 online survey. 

Earlier this year, BIM appointed 
Dr Sarah Perry as its National 
Seafood Survey Coordinator for 
fisheries and aquaculture. Sarah 
has worked in the marine sector 
for the past 15 years providing 
technical policy guidance 
and stakeholder engagement 
expertise to governments in 
Ireland, north-west Europe, and 
Africa. As part of her new role at 
BIM, she also coordinates Ireland’s 
socio-economic data collection 
framework under EU MAP (Multi-
Annual Programme) legislation. 

 Sarah has a PhD in Marine 
Resource Management with a 
focus on fisheries and aquaculture 
and a Masters in Applied Coastal 
and Marine Management with GIS. 
Prior to joining BIM, she worked 
in the Sea Fisheries Protection 
Authority, University College Cork, 
and the Marine Institute.

What is the National Seafood 
Survey for fisheries?
The annual survey asks a series 
of questions about the financial 
and operational performance 
of fishing vessels and the 
demographics of the crew. It is 
also an opportunity for industry to 
report how they have navigated 
challenges and changes such as 
the impacts of Brexit, COVID-19 
and increasing fuel costs. All data 
and information shared with BIM 
as part of the survey returns are 
treated in the strictest confidence 

BIM To Host Information Meetings About 
National Seafood Survey This Autumn

and stored in a protected and 
secure database with limited 
access. Data is anonymised 
and no figures relating to any 
individual or specific vessel are 
revealed in any outputs reported 
as a national or European level.

 
Why is it important to return your 
survey on an annual basis?
Data collected as part of the 
National Seafood Survey 
provides insights into the 
economic performance status 
of Ireland’s catching sector. 
It also provides insights into 
the social demographics of 
people employed in the sector 
on an annual basis. It is a legal 
requirement to complete and 
return the survey (S.I. No. 132 of 
2010) and a condition of grant 
aid payment. It is also an integral 
part of fisheries performance 
data that Ireland is obligated 
to report to the EU. Creating an 
accurate picture of the industry 
relies on consistent support and 
goodwill from skippers and vessel 
owners to provide economic and 
operational data on an annual 
basis.

The results of the survey help 
both industry and policy makers 
to examine the current challenges 
impacting the industry, 
understand the challenges 
and opportunities they face, as 
well as the impact of fisheries 
management measures. The 
survey returns also form the basis 

Irish Lights is recruiting for an Operations Officer and Deck Supervisors on 
board our multi-purpose DP 1 vessel, Granuaile. The ship’s crews work a time 
on time off roster. There are two Deck Supervisors positions, one for each duty 
period. These exciting, challenging and rewarding roles will give the successful 
candidates an opportunity to join a team that help maintain Aids to Navigation 
around the coast of Ireland. An attractive time on time off roster and generous 
defined benefit pension scheme is available.

THE SHIP
Granuaile is an Irish Flagged 80 meter multi-purpose DP1 vessel with a 20 tonne 
crane and significant mooring handling capabilities. She is a diesel electric ship 
powered by 5 x MAN gensets with total power of 3700kW driving 2 x Schottel Azi 
Pod propellers and a Gill Jet Azitumth Bow Thruster. She is classed by Lloyds and 
has UMS notation. Primary duties involve maintenance of floating and fixed Aids to 
Navigation. Over the ships 20 years in operation she has successfully completed a 
wide range of offshore contracts including subsea operations. 

OPERATIONS OFFICER ROLE
As Operations Officer you will keep navigational watches and provide support to 
the Master and Senior Operations Officer in all aspects of the ships administration 
and operational tasking. As well as undertaking these duties, you will be involved 
in maintaining Aids to Navigation including Lighthouses, and Buoys and surveying 
the Irish Coast utilising the latest surveying technology.  

DECK SUPERVISOR ROLE 
As Deck Supervisor you will be involved in a variety of shipboard duties as directed 
by the Senior Operations Officer (Chief Officer). You will be responsible for the 
supervision of crew in day to day deck maintenance and supervision of deck 
operations including buoy mooring and maintenance and the supervision of the 
maintenance of aids to navigation, including offshore stations and buoys and 
support for charter operations. 

FURTHER DETAILS ON THE REQUIREMENTS
Please visit our website (www.irishlights.ie/who-we-are/vacancies) to view the 
Candidate Briefing Packs which give further information on the specific role and 
its requirements. 
Please apply, specifying which role you are applying for, by emailing a CV and 
cover letter to Gemma Gregan at human.resources@irishlights.ie. 
Please view Irish Lights Job Applicant Privacy Notice on our website.

Operations Officer and Deck Supervisor 
(Bosun) vacancies on board ILV Granuaile

for the justification of national 
and EU grant aid programmes, 
focused on supporting the 
industry and coastal communities, 
under the Common Fisheries 
Policy.”

Data collected from last 
year’s survey will be published 
in September in BIM’s Annual 
Fisheries Report. This report 
provides insights and trends for 
the financial and operational 
performance of the Irish 

fishing fleet and the potential 
drivers behind them based on 
the economic data for 2020 
operations along with projections 
on the performance of the 
industry in 2022.

 
Why has the survey moved 
online?
While traditionally the National 
Seafood Survey for fisheries was 
conducted by a postal survey, 
in 2021 BIM moved the survey 
online to help make the process 
of providing data easier and  
more secure.
 
When is the next survey taking 
place?
The next online survey will 
open in October 2022 and end 
on 31 January 2023. All active 
vessels are requested to submit 
economic, employment and 
operational details for their 2021 
operations.

 
When is BIM hosting the National 
Seafood Survey events this 
autumn and how can I find out 
more?
Specific dates have yet to be 
confirmed but if you would like to 
register your interest in attending, 
please email DCFData@bim.ie

 

Dr Sarah Perry 
BIM National 
Seafood Survey 
Coordinator for 
fisheries and 
aquaculture
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RARE FISH By Declan Quigley

O
n 10th August 2022, the MFV 
Girl Louise (SO214) [Skipper: 
Andy Parry, Dunfanaghy, 
Co Donegal] captured and 

released an ovigerous Slipper 
Lobster (Scyllarus arctus) while 
potting for lobsters at a depth of 30-
40 m off Horn Head (55.2444oN, 
7.9083oW), Co Donegal (Fig. 1). 
The current specimen represents 
the northernmost record of S. 
arctus from Irish waters to date.

The Slipper Lobster was only 
recently recorded for the first time 
in Irish waters during 2007, and 
since then a total of 15 specimens 
have been reported, the vast 
majority (73%) from the SW, 
particularly Co Kerry (7) and Cork 
(4), with only isolated records from 
Waterford (1), Wexford (1), Galway 
(1), and Donegal (1). Only 3% of 
the records have been recorded 
northwards of latitude 53oN to 
date.

The first two Irish specimens 
were taken in lobster pots during 
June and October 2007 N of 
Inishtooskert Island, Co Kerry by the 
MFV Misty Dawn (T539) [Skipper: 
Eddie Moore, Ballyferriter], one of 
which was donated to the Natural 
History Museum in Dublin. An 
ovigerous female was captured 
by the MFV ‘Ard Fionnbarr 
(D370)’ (Skipper: Johnny Casey, 
Portmagee) while potting off the 
Blasket Islands, Co Kerry during July 
2008. During April 2009, two more 
ovigerous females were captured 
in shrimp pots by the MFV Susan 
Maria (C219) [Skipper: Kieran Healy, 
Crosshaven] off Crosshaven, Co 
Cork (Fig. 2). In June 2010, another 
ovigerous female was captured 
in a lobster pot by the MFV 
Chrysalis (W248) [Skipper: Martyn 
Simpson, Dunmore East] 4 km S 
of Ballymacaw, Co Waterford (Fig. 
3). During January 2017, the MFV 
‘Connacht Ranger (G47)’ [Skipper: 
John Conneely, Kilronan], captured 
a male specimen while demersal 
trawling off the Aran Islands, Co 
Galway. Four specimens were 
captured during 2018, including 
three during April by the MFV 
Portan Oir (T468) [Skipper: Michael 
Brosnan, Dingle) while potting S of 
the Blasket Islands, Co Kerry (Fig. 
4), and the fourth during June by 
the MFV Odin (C364P) [Skipper: 
Billy Lynch, Kinsale] while potting 
in Walker’s Creek, off Oysterhaven, 
Co Cork. During August 2019, 
the MFV Tonnta (S497) [Skipper: 
Chris Collins, Union Hall) captured 
an ovigerous female in a shrimp 

pot off Rabbit Island, Union Hall, 
Co Cork. During July 2020, the 
MFV Quest (T508) [Skipper: Peter 
Hand, Dingle] captured another 
ovigerous female while potting 9.6 
km NW of the Blasket Islands, Co 
Kerry. Finally, during June 2021, an 
ovigerous female was captured off 
Hook Head, Co Wexford (Fig. 5).

Up until 2007, the distribution 
of the Slipper Lobster in the NE 
Atlantic was known to extend from 
the English Channel southwards 
to northern Guinea (NW Africa), 
including the Azores, Madeira 
and Canary Islands, as well as the 
entire Mediterranean and Sea of 
Marmara. Although this essentially 
warm-water species was first 
recorded from the English Channel 
(Mount’s Bay, Cornwall) c.1758, 
it was rarely reported during the 
19th and 20th centuries. However, 
over the last two decades, Slipper 
Lobsters have been recorded with 
increasing frequency. Indeed, over 
70% of the NW European records 
have been recorded since 1996 
(Fig. 6). 

Although Slipper Lobsters 
have been recorded throughout 

the year, the majority (68%) have 
been reported between April and 
August. However, the monthly 
frequency distribution of records 
may simply be a reflection of 
temperature related feeding and/
or reproductive activity and/or 
vulnerability to capture in seasonal 
inshore pot fisheries targeting 
lobsters and crabs. Indeed, at least 
46% of the specimens were taken 
in pots and 70% from depths <50 
m (range 12-165 m). 

Although most of the Irish and 
U.K. specimens of S. arctus were 
found in relatively shallow inshore 

Slipper Lobster
(Scyllarus arctus) captured off Horn Head, 
Co Donegal

rocky habitats at depths ranging 
from 12 to 80 m, the species has 
occasionally been recorded from 
soft substrate habitats in deeper 
(100-145 m) offshore waters.  
Indeed, S. arctus is known to occur 
at depths of up to 100 m off the 
French Atlantic coast, and occupies 
the same muddy substrates 
frequented by Nephrops Prawns 
(Nephrops norvegicus). Elsewhere, 
S. arctus has been recorded from a 
wide range of depths (4-65 m) and 
habitats, including rocky cavities, 
shaded regions of caves, stony and 
muddy substrates, and in Posidonia 
beds.

It is interesting to note that 
23% (22) of the specimens were 
ovigerous females and that they 
were all recorded between April 
and August (81% between June 
and August) which indicates that 
the species is reproducing, at 
least occasionally, in NW European 
waters. Although there are only 
three records of planktonic 
phyllosoma larvae, including a 
recent record from Skomer (SW 
Wales, July 2017), significantly, 
all were recorded during July-
August. However, it is possible that 
these larvae may have originated 
from self-sustaining breeding 
populations further south (e.g. 

Figure 1. Slipper Lobster (Scyllarus 
arctus) captured by the MFV Girl Louise 
off Horn Head, Co Donegal.

Figure 4. (left) Ovigerous female 
Slipper Lobster from the Blasket Islands, 
Co Kerry.

Figure 5. (above) Ovigerous female 
Slipper Lobster from Hook Head, 
Co Wexford (June 2021)

Figure 6. Annual numbers of Slipper Lobsters recorded from Irish, UK 
and Channel Islands. (1758-2022)

Figure 2. (below)
Pair of ovigerous female 

Slipper Lobsters from 
Crosshaven, Co Cork.

Figure 3. (right) 
Slipper Lobster captured off 

Ballymacaw, Co Waterford.
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SLIPPER LOBSTER & PEARLFISH

(Echiodon 
drummondii) 
captured in the Celtic 
Sea off Co Cork

Pearlfish

O
n 30 March 2022, the MFV 
Eblana (D379) [Skipper: 
Brendan Lynch, Howth] 
captured two Pearlfish 

(Echiodon drummondii) 
measuring 190 and 220 mm 
total length (TL) while demersal 
drawling at a depth of 100 m 
in the Celtic Sea off Co Cork 
(ICES VIIg, 30E2; 50.9500oN, 
7.5000oW) (Fig. 1).

There are only two previous 
records of adult-size Pearfish 
from the Celtic Sea. During July 
1986, a specimen measuring 
239 mm TL and weighing 7.2 
g, was captured in a demersal 
trawl at a depth of 128 m during 
a research cruise, 96 km south 
of the Fastnet Rock (ICES VIIg, 
29E0; 51.0500oN, 9.4167oW).

During November 2019, a 
second specimen, measuring 
268 mm TL and weighing 9.6 
g, was captured in a demersal 
trawl at a depth of 127.5 m 
during a French EVHOE Survey 
(Station X0558) close to the 
same location (ICES VIIg, 29E1; 
50.4253oN, 8.5980oW).

Adult Pearlfish, measuring 
190-280 mm TL, have rarely 
been recorded from Irish 
inshore waters (depths <200 
m), and appear to live an elusive 
life on the outer shelf and along 
the continental slope at depths 
of 200-1450 m. However, the 
species’ slender eel-like body 
and non-commercial value may 
account for its apparent rarity in 
commercial catches. 

Since the mid-19th century, 
planktonic eggs, larvae and 
post-larvae have occasionally 
been recorded in fine-mesh 
nets during research surveys in 
SW coastal waters, particularly 
off Co Kerry (Valentia, Dingle 
Bay and the Blasket Sound), 
and in deeper offshore waters, 
from the Porcupine Seabight 
(49.2516oN, 11.2483oW) and NW 
Ireland (55.6916oN, 15.1916oW).

E. drummondii was first 
described by William Thompson 
(1805-1852) [Fig. 2] as a new 
species in 1837, based on a 
dead adult specimen measuring 
280 mm TL which was found by 
Dr J.L. Drummond at Carnlough, 
near Glenarm, Co Antrim, NE 
Ireland, cast ashore after a 

GET IN TOUCH
n Contact Declan at:
declanquigley2021@gmail.com 
WhatsApp: 087-645848

Figure 1. Pearlfish (Echiodon drummondii) from the Celtic Sea.

Figure 3. Pearlfish 
(Echiodon drummondii 
Thompson, 1837)

Figure 5. White Sea Cumumber 
(Parastichopus tremulus)

strong easterly wind in June 1836 
(Fig. 3).

E. drummondii is apparently 
only found in the NE Atlantic 
where it ranges from northern 
Norway (70.2200oN, 17.5800oW) 
and southern Iceland southwards 
to NW Spain (Galicia) and the 
Azores (37.7950oN, 23.8667oW). 

Although E. drummondii 
appears to be free-living, 
many species within its family 
(Carapidae), which includes 8 
genera and at least 36 species, 
are well-known for their 
symbiotic, commensal or parasitic 
relationships with shallow-water 
invertebrate hosts such as Sea 
Cucumbers (Holothuroidea), 
Starfish (Asteroidae), Bivalve 
Molluscs, Sponges and Tunicates, 
albeit mainly in warm-water coral-
dominated communities. 

The Royal Sea Cucumber 
(Parastichopus regalis) is known 
to be the main commensal host 
of the Pearlfish (Carapus acus) 
(Fig. 4) in temperate waters of 
the Mediterranean Sea. Although 
the closely-related White Sea 
Cucumber (P. tremulus) (Fig. 5) 
has often been found on the same 
ground as E. drummondii in NW 
European waters, and could well 
serve as a host, so far no definitive 
association has been found.

It is possible that other 
Pearlfish species may also 
occur in NW European waters. 
For example, C. acus has been 
reported from as far north as 
Galicia (NW Spain), and the 
larvae of Echiodon dentatus were 
recorded from the Goban Spur 
(49.5266oN, 11.3983oW) off SW 
Ireland during June 1979. n

Figure 4. Pearlfish (Carapus acus) 
living in association with the Royal Sea 
Cucumber (Parastichopus regalis)

Biscay). The planktonic phyllosoma 
larval stage lasts several months in 
deep offshore waters from where 
they are widely dispersed prior to 
finally settling in coastal waters. 
While only 4 males were definitively 
identified, 63% of the specimens 
were unsexed.

The total length (TL), carapace 
length (CL) and weight of the 
specimens, including ovigerous 
females, are summarized in Table 
1. The mean CL of the ovigerous 
females was 40.8 mm (range 32-60 
mm). In Galician waters (NW Spain), 
it was estimated that females reach 
sexual maturity at a CL and TL of 
25.6 mm and 77.2 mm respectively, 
which strongly suggests that most 
of the NW European specimens 
were most likely adults. Within 
its natural range, the maximum 
recorded TL for S. arctus is 160 mm, 
but they usually range between 50 
and 100 mm.

Table 1. Size analysis of Slipper Lobsters 

All Adults T.L. (mm) C.L. (mm) 
Wt 
(g) 

        
Average 108.3 40.4 31.6 
SD 22.2 9.0 10.1 
Max 150 60 45 
Min 60 30 20 
N 35 9 5 
        

Ovigerous Females T.L. (mm) C.L. (mm) 
Wt 
(g) 

        
Average 105.8 44.8 43.5 
SD 24.3 10.3 1.5 
Max 140 60 45 
Min 60 32 42 
N 12 4 2 

 

Although the recent records of 
Slipper Lobsters from Irish waters 
may be related to general climatic 
change within the North Atlantic, 
and may represent a useful 
indicator species for monitoring 
future changes in climatic/
oceanographical conditions, it 
is possible the species may not 
necessarily be a new arrival. 
Indeed, this well camouflaged and 
apparently sedentary cryptozoic 
species may be more abundant and 
widely distributed than the current 
paucity of records would suggest, 
particularly along the S, SW and W 
coasts. While the current specimen 
from Horn Head represents the 
most northerly record from Irish 
waters to date, during June 2019, 
a specimen was captured further 
northwards off the Treshnish Isles, 
W of the Isle of Mull, SW Scotland 
(56.4900oN, 6.4200oW). It is 
possible that most NW European 
specimens are discarded due 
to their relatively small size and 
perceived non-commercial value. 
Nevertheless, it is worth noting that 
Slipper Lobsters command a high 
commercial first sale value (up to 
€190/kg) in southern European 
countries. n
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Tony: 00353 87 2220622 
or 086 4563308

Tony McGrath Fish

Ballyglass, Belmulllet, 
Co Mayo, Ireland, F26 EH32

Collection Arranged

WANTED: Green Crab, 
Spider Crab, Brown Crab & Winkles

Spares and new & used equipment

OVER 35 YEARS SUPPLYING IRELAND’S 
TOP FISHERMEN. 

PRODUCTS 
Trawl winches, pot and net hauling 

equipment, Trawl blocks and hydraulic 
tanks. You’ll find high-quality materials 
and expert finishes across the range – 

our products are built to last.

& Derek Noble

Phone & Fax:
00 353 66 9474175

Mobile: 0872 791274
derekhnoble@gmail.com

LAKE ROAD, WATERVILLE, CO. KERRY

LOCAL INSURANCE EXPERTS

Arachas Corporate Brokers Limited t/a Arachas is regulated by 
the Central Bank of Ireland.

Hull & Machinery
Crew Cover
Passenger Vessels
Ferries
Chartered Angling
Pleasure Craft
Workboats
Employers & Public Liability
Business Packages

M: 086 250 4826  E:  donegal@arachas.ie
T:   074 91 77500  W: www.arachas.ie

CLASSIFIEDS

BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY
If you wish to advertise 
please contact Sharon...
Tel: +353 (0)74 954 8037 
Mob: +353 (0)86 8401250
Email: Sharon@maramedia.ie

ADVERTISE THESE ITEMS:
l Vessels l Equipment 
l Wanted l Tonnage 
l Gear l Miscellaneous

Free Buy & Sell Listings

23’-0” OAL, 7’4” Beam, 5’ -0” Transom
40 HP Ford Engine (Lancing Marine)

PRM 150 Gear Box 2/1 Reduction
Afloat for 2 months of each year and dry

stored for the remainder.
Used only for pleasure.
LOUGH FOYLE AREA 

MOTOR BOAT FOR SALE
Clinker Built Motor Boat 

– Larch on oak frames

Viewing and Offers; 
Tel: 02871347598
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n The subject of the picture 
must be related to the Fishing 
Industry (your vessel, your 
catch, a stormy day at sea…
etc). Each month, the best 
photo will be published in 
The Skipper and the winner 
will receive a prize, courtesy 
of Guy Cotten and Swan Net 
Gundry Ltd. Images sent in 
might also be used in other 
areas of the magazine if 
suitable.

Send in your best fishing 
related photo and you 
could win a Sotra Fleece 
by Guy Cotten.

CLASSIFIEDS

n SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
Simply get your phones and cameras out, and send us your hi-res 
photos by email to editorial@maramedia.ie and don’t forget to 
mention your name and details, as well as a brief description of the 
scene depicted. The photos must be taken by the person sending 
it to us, and it is understood that they are free of copyrights.

WINNER: 
Pauric Casey
Realt Feasa making her 
way into Galway Bay.

PHOTO 
OF THE 
MONTH  

THE MONTHLY PRIZE
The winner will 
receive a 
Sotra Fleece by

PLEASE NOTE: The Skipper reserves the 
right to use your images for future use and 
possible publication.

THE SKIPPER MONTHLY PHOTO COMPETITION

IN 
ASSOCIATION 
WITH

A community 
based charity 
that looks after 
Irish Fishermen 
and their 
families, at the 
times they need 
help the most…

Manor St. John Youth Services, 
Lisduggan, Waterford City 

www.lostatsea.ie

Office Phone: +353 (0)83 4244495
Email: lastatsea123@gmail.com

Lost At SeaTragedies

YOUR INDUSTRY – YOUR SHOWSAVE THE DATE

24-25 FEB 2023

IR
IS

H SKIPPER EXPO

12-13 MAY 2023

SC
O

TT
ISH SKIPPER EXPO

SHOW OPENING HOURS: 
Friday: 10am-5pm  
Saturday: 10am-4pm

SHOW OPENING HOURS: 
Friday: 10am-5pm  
Saturday: 10am-4pm

UL Sport 
Limerick  
24-25th February, 2023

P&J Live, 
Aberdeen  
12-13th May, 2023

CONTACT ORGANISERS
Sharon Boyle – Commercial Fishing Manager 
Tel: 00353 (0)749548037  Mob: 00353 (0)86 8401250
Email: sharon@maramedia.ie  Web: www.theskipper.ie



SEND US YOUR IMAGES
n If you have copies of any images that you would like us 
to include in our Days Gone By page, please email them to: 
editorial@maramedia.ie. 

n If possible include details, names, location and date. 
To order any of the above images please email: 
admin@maramedia.ie

Crew aboard the Girl Nicola, 1999.

CLASSIC PHOTOS
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Concord, July 1996.

SEND US YOUR OLD IMAGES

A SELECTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS 
FROM THE SKIPPER ARCHIVES

DAYS GONE BY...
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Naomh Oisin.

Top Fisheries Trainee Aidan Barry, Wexford, with Runners Up Duncan Moir 
and Seamus McBride and Frank Doyle, IFO General Secretary.

TIMES PAST

Per Holmeset with Mustad’s Terje Dúklot, Kurt Pettersen, Frode Pedersen 
and Joger Dybvik.

Marina Polaris in Lerwick.

FLEET CUTS
The Minister for the 

Marine, Dr Woods has 
decided to sue the EC 

Commission after it 
decided to further restrict 

the size of the Irish 
fleet calling it is ‘totally 

unacceptable’.



Christina S FR224 heading into Lerwick with the first landing of 
their 2022 herring season. PHOTO: CALUM GRAY

READER PHOTOS

St Catherine moored along side of pier at Cloghmore Achill. 
PHOTO: JAMES O’GORMAN
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HAVE YOU A GREAT PHOTO? SEND IT TO THE SKIPPER. Email it to us at: editorial@maramedia.ie

Menhaden crossing the Bay of Biscay. 
PHOTO: DONAL HURLEY

Paul and Rian O’Sullivan landing tuna at Dinish Island. 
PHOTO: JOHN O’SULLIVAN

OUT
ABOUT

&
GOT A GREAT PHOTO? 

SEND IT TO THE 

SKIPPER

Liam Power with Odhran, Riona, Alannah, Muireach 
and David Minihane dwarfed by a Bluefin Tuna.

Inshore boats at Cobh.
PHOTO: JOHN FOGARTY
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1  Isle of Wight resort (7)
5  Diminutive (5)
8  Something worth having (5)
9  Rushing stream (7)
10  Animosity (3-4)
11  Viper, for example (5)
12  Edible shellfish (6)
14  Slumbering (6)
18  Cathedral cleric (5)
20  Farewell (7)
22  Large city in Illinois (7)
23  Move smoothly (5)
24  Concepts (5)
25  Deprived of shelter or protection (7)

1ST – Mullion Softshell Jacket
Siobhan Mahony
Kilfenora Fenit, Tralee, Co. Kerry

2ND – Skipper Beanie
John Phair, 
Gullane, Clonakilty, Co. Cork

ACROSS

DOWN

AUGUST SOLUTION

AUGUST WINNERS

Send entries before 17th September 2022 to: 
Crossword Competition, The Skipper, 
Annagry, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. 
(Photocopies not accepted).

You can now take a picture of your completed 
crossword and email your entry along with 
relevant details to admin@maramedia.ie.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TEL: (REQUIRED):

EMAIL:

Proud sponsors of  The Skipper crossword.

IMPORTANT PLEASE 
INDICATE JACKET SIZE:  SMALL      MEDIUM      LARGE      XL       2XL

*Failure to select jacket size will result in void entry.

Now available in Digital & Print

Join today at www.theskipper.ie/subscribe/

DIGITAL 
VERSION OF 
THE SKIPPER

€25 12 issues /I year
€3 for single 

issue

FREE BUY & SELL 
LISTINGS

ADVERTISE THESE ITEMS
l Vessels l Equipment 

l Wanted l Tonnage 
l Gear l Miscellaneous

CONTACT: SHARON NOW ON...
Tel: +353 (0)74 954 8037 

Mob: +353 (0)86 8401250
Email: Sharon@maramedia.ie

NOVEMBER 2021The Skipper BREAK

1 Go far ahead of (8)
2 An upward slope (5)
4 Movie (6,7)
5 Group of eight performers (5)
6 Underwater projectile (7)
7 Grassed area (4)
8 Fame (6)
13 Moved up (8)
15 Slaughter (7)
16 Free-and-easy (6)
18 Strong very light wood (5)
20 Asian country (5)
21 Period of fasting before Easter (4)

1 Formerly (4)
3 Deathless (8)
9 Three-pronged spear (7)
10 Cast, shed (5)
11 Prohibited (5)
12 Stableman (6)
14 Not readily noticeable (13)
17 Language of the Middle East (6)
19 Take forcibly (5)
22 Electronic communicationl (1-4)
23 Without assistance (7)
24 Young person (8)
25 Slender rod (4)

Send entries before 17th November 2021 to: 
Crossword Competition, The Skipper, 
Annagry, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. 
(Photocopies not accepted).

You can now take a picture of your completed 
crossword and email your entry along with 
relevant details to design@maramedia.ie.

FREE BUY & SELL 
LISTINGS

• Vessels • Equipment  
• Wanted • Tonnage  

• Gear • Miscellaneous

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

1ST – Mullion Softshell Jacket
James Kirwan, Clogherhead, 
Co. Louth

2ND – Skipper Beanie
Margaret Budge, Orkney

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TEL: (REQUIRED):

EMAIL:
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ACROSS

DOWN

OCTOBER SOLUTION

Proud sponsors of  The Skipper crossword

IMPORTANT PLEASE 
INDICATE JACKET SIZE:  SMALL      MEDIUM      LARGE      XL       2XL

OCTOBER WINNERS

*Failure to select jacket size will result 
in void entry

CROSSWORD

1  Venue for sporting events/concerts (7)
2  Of the nose (5)
3  Synopsis (7)
4  Weed with jagged leaves and stinging  
  hairs (6)
5  Indian dresses (5)
6  Mean, medium (7)
7  Espresso coffee with a topping of  
  frothy milk (5)
13  Break of day (7)
15  Temporary substitute (7)
16  Make believe (7)
17  Refuse to acknowledge (6)
18  Spiny desert plants (5)
19  Approaches (5)
21  Great happiness (5)

BREAK TIME

LOCAL INSURANCE EXPERTS

Arachas Corporate Brokers Limited t/a Arachas is regulated by 
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Proposed MPA’s Would Sound The Death Knell For Irish Fishermen

Fishermen repeat their call for Urgent Action on EU Gill Netters
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RELIEF AS UK COD QUOTA SET TO RISE BY 44% NEXT YEAR

New Typhoon 40 ‘Skye’PHOTO: VALERIE O’SULLIVAN

KFO outline new approach to Wind Energy

Ireland’s new RV ‘Tom Crean’ docks in Galway

SHETLAND

George Hepburn’s‘Celestial Dawn BF 109’

NEW BUILD

NEW BUILD
Cygnus Typhoon 
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Seafood Task Force Report Delivers Grim Future For Irish Fishing. See Pages 2-6

Neptune SO715 passing Sumburgh heading west during the mackerel season Photo: Calum Gray
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1 Go far ahead of (8)
2 An upward slope (5)
4 Movie (6,7)
5 Group of eight performers (5)
6 Underwater projectile (7)
7 Grassed area (4)
8 Fame (6)
13 Moved up (8)
15 Slaughter (7)
16 Free-and-easy (6)
18 Strong very light wood (5)
20 Asian country (5)
21 Period of fasting before Easter (4)

1 Formerly (4)
3 Deathless (8)
9 Three-pronged spear (7)
10 Cast, shed (5)
11 Prohibited (5)
12 Stableman (6)
14 Not readily noticeable (13)
17 Language of the Middle East (6)
19 Take forcibly (5)
22 Electronic communicationl (1-4)
23 Without assistance (7)
24 Young person (8)
25 Slender rod (4)
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24  Instructed (6)
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PATRICK MURPHY, CEO of the 
Irish South and West Producers 
Organisation (IS&WFPO) says 
the recent RTE Prime Time 
programme highlighted the crisis 
the industry is facing. 

“French, Spanish and other 
EU fleets are able to keep fishing 
because their Governments are 
sharing the EU fuel aid with them. 
But the Irish Government refuses 
to pass on the aid, crippling our 
ability not just to compete but 
even to afford the fuel to put to 
sea.”

Mr Murphy said the RTE 
Prime Time feature reflected the 
human side of the crisis. ‘’Irish 
fishermen and their families are 
committed to the industry. They 
demonstrated this fact in May and 
June last year when they sailed 
up the Lee and Liffey asking our 
Minister and our Government for 
more fish to replace the 25% of 
the fish stolen from us following 
Brexit.”

“The only compensation 
we sought was fish so that our 
indigenous fishing families could 
continue earning their living from 
the rich seas that surround our 
small Island nation.”

“We already faced small 
and unfair quotas, and now the 
situation has been compounded 
by rising fuel costs. This will force 
over 60 Irish whitefish family-
owned vessels to be scrapped 

under the Government’s third 
decommissioning scheme. The 
scheme will reduce the fleet to a 
third of its 2006 size.”

AODH O’DONNELL of the Irish 
Fish Producers Organisation 
(IFPO) said “Ireland’s fleet has 
struggled after losing fishing 
quotas due to Brexit. This 
resulted in a redrawing of quotas 
that unfairly benefitted other 
European Union states. This 
includs the disproportionate 
transfer of valuable quota to 
satisfy the UK exit agreement.”

“By 2025, the amount of fish 
caught in the EU will drop by 
67,000 tonnes due to the Brexit 
trade agreement. Over a third of 
this entire EU cut – 22,808 tonnes 
–- is being taken from the Irish 
fishing fleet.”

“Ireland has the “best and 
most-productive waters in 
Europe, and others have been 
able to exploit resources in 
our rich waters whilst we are 
being tied up or permanently 
decommissioning,”” O’Donnell 
said.

BRENDAN BYRNE of the Irish 
Fish Processors and Exporters 
Association (IFPEA) says the 
value of Irish fish processing 
has dropped below that of 
other E.U. states with much 
shorter coastlines, like Belgium 

Left: Minister for Marine Charlie 
McConalogue comes under scrutiny 
on RTE Prime Time.
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FISHING INDUSTRY UNITES 
TO DEMAND EU FUEL AID

and Germany. “Belgium has 
a coastline of approximately 
70km and yet the value of its 
processing sector is 54 % higher 
than Ireland’s at € 966 Million. The 
trend is of concern because over 
the last eight years as the Irish 
fishing industry has fallen from 
third highest [production value] in 
Europe to tenth place.”

“Processors are starved of 
supply and are forced to turn 
to foreign vessels to augment 
their catches. These catches are 
taken freely by other EU vessels 
in Irish Waters. We should have a 
progressive government enabled 
the processing sector to deliver € 
2,200 million in annual processing 
value similar to our German 
competitors’’. 

Patrick Murphy says it’s “a dark 
time for many families involved in 
this traditional sector. We have a 
long-term failure of policy, and we 
are constantly losing out to other 
E.U. states.”

The ISW&FPO, the IFPO and the 
IFPEA all point out that industry 
representatives met with the 
Minister in July about the fuel 
crisis. They urgently pressed 
the Irish government to apply 
EU crisis enabled fuel measures 
for the catching and processing 
sectors. 

“Rising fuel costs have been 
offset in other European countries 
by a 30 percent [of total fuel cost] 
fuel aid measure from the E.U,” 
says Murphy. “The Minister has 
indicated that would evaluate the 
matter, but the Irish government 
still has not passed on these 
European assistance measures. 
This is a concern and leaves us 
at a competitive disadvantage 
compared to many of our 
European counterparts’’.

Patrick Murphy says that the 
fuel crisis will worsen into the 
autumn and winter. “Families 
with generations of history in the 
catching sector are once again 
abandoned with no choice but 
to permanently decommission 
and forever leave our already 
small Irish whitefish fleet. This will 
be felt all around our coastline 
and will in time be recorded 
as a failure to capitalise on our 
Marine resources. As Prime Time’s 
excellent report stated, while 
over 70 boats in our small fleet 
are tied with no fish to catch, 
the Spanish and French are in 
our stead catching their large 
allocations of quota in our waters. 
They are selling our fish to our 
population, assisted with the 
added advantage of fuel subsidies 
from their Ministers.” 

“At the same time, the EU 
funding of at least €5.6 Million 
provided to assist our fishermen 
under the European Marine 
Fisheries Fund (EMFF) is still not 
being sanctioned by our Minister”.

Aodh O’Donnell points 
out that ‘’we have a resource 
much coveted and exploited 
by our neighbours. We must 
value this protein source which 
is sustainably fished in our 
economic zone and build for the 
future. ‘At this time of crisis and 
uncertainty, we need forward 
thinking Government support to 
urgently deliver positive coherent 
policies for the longer-term 
development of the fishing sector. 
We need a vision that addresses 
the global green agenda and 
creates a safer and more 
innovative industry.” n

The Irish fishing fleet cannot afford to wait any longer for their share of 
EU fuel aid, say fishing industry representative groups. They are calling 
on the Irish Government to immediately draw down the existing funds 
to keep Irish boats in the water. 

“The Irish 
Government 
refuses to pass on 
the aid, crippling 
our ability not just 
to compete but 
even to afford the 
fuel to put to sea.”
PATRICK MURPHY
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