24

News
Boat

SEAN ÓG

OCTOBER 2020

SEAN ÓG

The Skipper

All images by Cathal Ó hUallacháin

Arriving back into Skerries pier

FACT FILE

NEW BOAT

NEW CYGNUS CYCLONE
FOR SKERRIES SKIPPER
By Lia ní Aodha

B

uilt by FM Marine Services
Ltd and fitted out in Kilkeel
by G Smyth Boats Ltd for
skipper-owner Eoin Duff, Sean
Óg D688P is the latest Cyclone
to be added to Ireland’s inshore
fleet. Renowned for their stability
at sea, the newest addition to

Skerries pier is 7.92 metres in
length, with a beam of 3.4 metres
and a draught of 0.9 metres.
Named after his thirteen-yearold son, Seán, the vessel is a
replacement for Eoin’s previous
vessel, a 2012 G Smyth built
GM7M of the same name which
was recently bought by a buyer in
Ballywalter, north of Portavogie.
Speaking to The Skipper on

the pier, the Skerries native, who
has been fishing all of his life,
explains that despite the GM7M’s
excellent handling abilities and
efficient working platform he
wanted to upgrade to a faster boat
that would maximise the capacity
that he had.
With plenty of deck space for
working and gear, and known for
their capacity for speed with their

NAME: SEAN ÓG
REGISTRATION: D688P
HOME PORT: SKERRIES
SKIPPER: EOIN DUFF
CREW: FISHING WITH 1
YARD: FM MARINE
SERVICES, FITTED OUT BY
G.SMYTH BOATS LTD
TYPE: CYGNUS CYCLONE
LENGTH OVERALL: 7.92M
BEAM: 3.4M
DRAUGHT: 0.9M

planning hull, it’s not surprising
then he went for the Cygnus
Cyclone.
The first Cyclone to be fitted
out by G Smyth Boats, Eoin
explains that since having his last
boat built at the yard he and Gerry
have become lifelong friends, and
deciding to go to Kilkeel with his
latest vessel was an easy decision.
Echoing those sentiments,
KK Hydraulics Limited
CWS Complex,
Rock Street, Tralee,
Co Kerry, Ireland

We wish Eoin,
Johnathan &
family many
years of safe
and successful
fishing with
your new vessel
“SEAN OG”.
57-59, The Harbour, Kilkeel, Co. Down, N.Ireland, BT34 4AX
Email: info@gsmythboats.com | Web: www.gsmythboats.com
Tel: 0044 (0)28 417 61010 | Mobile: 0044 (0)7711452763

Wishing Eoin,
Johnathan & family
every success with
your new vessel
“SEAN OG”
Proud to have
supplied your vessel
Tel: +353 (0)66-7122768
Sales: +353 (0)87-2214004 (Willie) Sales: +353 (0)87-2606374 (Jakes)
Web: www.kkhydraulics.ie Email: info@kkhydraulics.ie
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Ceara Russell of G Smyth Boats
says, “Being a previous customer
of G Smyth Boats, the first Sean
Óg was a GM7M, Gerry was keen
to complete this Cyclone model
for Eoin.”
With respect the build itself she
says, “The team worked closely
with Eoin to customise the vessel
to his fishing style. Eoin was very
much the designer of his finished
vessel and all the equipment,
engine and hauling systems were
researched by Eoin.”
Powered by a Kirwan
Marine supplied Iveco FPT 67
MNT 24V with live PTO main
engine, connected to a twin-disc
MG5050A 2:1 ratio gearbox,
powering a Clements 19” x 25.5”
5BL RH hyperform propeller, the
vessel is finished to an extremely
high standard throughout.
William Boylan of Skerries
Marine Electric Ltd did the
electrics onboard, with work
also carried out for the yard by
Ashley Maginnis Electrics. The
vessel’s pumps were supplied by
Killybegs’ SeaQuest Systems,
the steering system by Helmsman
Systems, while the hauler
onboard was supplied by KK
Hydraulics.
Much of the impressive
wheelhouse kit onboard was
supplied by Eoin himself – some
off his previous vessel, with
additional new kit supplied
by Macduff’s Echomaster
Marine including a Simrad
AP60 Autopilot Package with
FU80 Steering Lever and PR15
Reversible Pump, and a Simrad
NSS12 Evo2 Multifunction
Display with HALO20+ Radar
and SS75H Transducer.
After careful planning, the
vessel was successfully launched
early this summer, and following
final fit-out and sea trials made
her way home from Kilkeel to
Skerries on June 24. With plenty
of praise for the build team, Joel
Chambers who led the build
deserves special mention, says the
Skerries skipper.
In terms of the oftentimes
arduous processing of licensing
a new vessel, Eoin is quick to

highlight that over the years
and course of his boats, Pat
O’Regan in the Department’s
Fishing Boat Licensing Division
down in Clonakilty has always
been extremely helpful. The
new Sean Óg was no exception,
he says, and the vessel has had
plenty of time to prove her fishing
credentials since arriving home.
Designed for potting, Eoin
fishes alongside his brother
Johnathan for crab and
lobsters that are sold locally.
In conjunction with speed and
efficiency, comfort was at the fore
of both of their minds with the
new boat. Less physicality and
less lifting, says Eoin. “We’re
not getting any younger,” says
Johnathan.
The roller system and selfshooting doors onboard certainly
help with that, while the new
landing derrick makes landing
into Skerries (which is difficult
at the best of times) much more
straightforward, explains Eoin.
Insured by Aquabroker Ltd,
safety equipment onboard
was supplied by Eoin himself,
alongside Kilkeel suppliers KTS
Sea Safety, while much of the
gear onboard was supplied by
Cavanagh Nets and Swan-Net
Gundry.
Reflecting on the build for the
North County Dublin skipper
further, the yard’s Ceara Russell
continues, “It was a pleasure to
complete the build for Eoin, he
has been a friend from the time
we completed his GM7M. It was
our first Cyclone and his research
and planning made our job as a
boat builder much easier.
“The boat has been finished
to a very high standard. A lot of
care has been taken to use marine
grade stainless steel were able for
fittings and finishes,” she says.
“We hope that Eoin gets another
10+ years from this vessel and if
he looks to upgrade again we will
make room for him at G Smyth
Boats.”
The Skipper team would like to
wish Eoin, Johnathan, and their
families every success and safe
fishing with the new Sean Óg.

Cavanagh Nets Ltd.
Fishing Gear Manufacturers & Suppliers
Email: sales@cavanaghnetsltd.com

Eoin, Jonathan & Family of The MFV Sean Og –
We wish you safe and successful fishing with your new vessel
The Sean Og. We are proud to have been chosen to supply you
with potting gear, ropes, marker buoys and safety items for your
new vessel. Best wishes from all at Cavanagh Nets Ltd

SEAN ÓG
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Plenty of deck space

L-R Johnathan and Eoin Duff

Cygnus - Murphy
Marine Services
CONGRATULATIONS TO
EOIN, JOHNATHAN &
FAMILY WITH YOUR NEW
VESSEL “SEAN OG”.
WISHING YOU MANY
YEARS OF SAFE AND
SUCCESSFUL FISHING.
T: 00353 (0)66 947 6883 Mob: 00353 (0)87 280 9861
E: fionan@murphymarineservices.com
W: www.cygnusboats.com
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Skipper Eoin Duff on the pier in Skerries

Immaculately kept, the Sean Óg is finished
to an extremely high spec

Sean Óg is the newest addition to Skerries’ small fleet

KIRWAN TECHNICAL SERVICES
MARINE, TECHNICAL AND ELECTRICAL SERVICE

CONGRATULATIONS
TO EOIN, JOHNATHAN
& FAMILY WITH YOUR
NEW VESSEL
SEAN OG.
WISHING YOU SAFE
FISHING AND EVERY
SUCCESS.

SEAN OG

Address: Kirwan Marine, Terryglass, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary.
M: +353 87 257 3445 E: info@kirwanmarine.ie W: www.kirwanmarine.ie

Best wishes to the owners and crew from Seaquest
systems, proud suppliers of the new Sean Óg.

The Skipper

