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EU ministers agree mandate for trade negotiations with UK. See pages 2-3
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We might not have 
any agreement on a 
new Government in 

sight in Ireland, however, with 
Brexit trade talks looming at 
the time of writing, and due 
to have begun by time The 
Skipper will be in print, on 
February 25th, EU ministers 
approved the EU’s negotiating 
mandate for the upcoming 
trade talks with the UK. 

Aiming for a free trade 
agreement more generally 
(however, optimistic given 
the short timeframe for 
negotiations), on fisheries—an 
area expected to be especially 
contentious, with the UK 
seeking to ‘take back control’ 
and the EU seeking to maintain 
the status quo—the 46-page 
mandate outlines the future 
partnership between the 
EU and UK should uphold 
existing reciprocal access to 
waters, as well as stable quota 
shares. As per the Withdrawal 
Agreement, so as to give 
time for determining fishing 
opportunities after the end 
of the transition period, the 
agreement on fisheries should 
be established by July 1st. 

The negotiating blueprint 

says the “envisaged partnership 
should include, in its economic 
part, provisions on fisheries 
setting out a framework for 
the management of shared 
fish stocks, as well as the 
conditions on access to waters 
and resources and common 
technical and conservation 
measures.”

The text also says “the 
objective of the provisions on 
fisheries should be to uphold 
Union fishing activities. In 
particular, it should aim to 
avoid economic dislocation for 
Union fishermen that have been 
engaged in fishing activities in 
the United Kingdom waters.”

“To reach this objective, the 
provisions on fisheries should 
uphold existing reciprocal 
access conditions, quota shares 
and the traditional activity of 
the Union fleet, and therefore: 
uphold continued reciprocal 
access, for all relevant 
species, by Union and United 
Kingdom vessels to the waters 
of the Union and the United 
Kingdom”.

Indicating that trade and 
access will be tightly coupled 
by the EU in negotiations, 
the mandate states that 
“terms on access to waters 
and quota shares shall guide 
the conditions set out in 
regard of other aspects of the 

economic part of the envisaged 
partnership, in particular of 
access conditions under the 
free trade area”. 

Driving this home further, 
in a press conference 
following the talks between 
EU Ministers, Michel Barnier 
said, “The trade deal will be 
associated with a fisheries 
agreement and a level playing 
field, otherwise there won’t be 
any agreement at all.”

Earlier last month, 
following publication of the 
Commission’s draft mandate, 
the Killybegs Fishermen’s 
Organisation (KFO) welcomed 
the negotiating blueprint for the 
upcoming Brexit trade talks, 
stating that insofar as fisheries 
is concerned, it offered tangible 
hope to the Irish industry and 
provided a timely boost after a 
bruising, exhausting period of 
negotiation.

However, KFO CEO Seán 
O’Donoghue also sounded a 
note of caution, stating that 
while Mr Barnier had endorsed 
the European Fisheries Alliance 
(EUFA) position, which the 
KFO forms an intrinsic part 
of, there is a long way to go 
and the UK Government hasn’t 
shown itself to be a model 
of consistency in what are 
unprecedented discussions.

Having been at the heart of 

By Lia nÍ Aodha

EU MINISTERS AGREE MANDATE FOR 
TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WITH UK: FISHERIES 
AND TRADE TO BE TIGHTLY COUPLED
Mandate offers tangible hope, says KFO

negotiations from day one, 
Mr O’Donoghue said, “Mr 
Barnier stated clearly today 
and I quote, ‘agreement on 
fisheries will be intrinsically 
linked to the trade agreement.’ 
That is what we have implored 
from the get-go. As long as our 
negotiators stick tight to this 
position, there remains light at 
the end of the tunnel.

“Any other outcome is too 
ghastly to countenance and the 
EU27 must now remain united 
and strong to retain that crucial 
linkage between fisheries and 
trade.”

Mr O’ Donoghue 
subsequently reiterated his 
assertion that the one industry 
completely and uniquely 
exposed to anything other than 
an orderly transition, is the 
Irish fisheries sector. 

Last year, our seafood 
industry was valued at 
€1.25billion employing 
more than 14,300 people 
with this economic footprint 
predominantly in rural, coastal 
locations. 

A no-deal Brexit would 
be the death knell for many 
coastal fishing communities, 
says the KFO Chief, with 
projected job losses of between 
30% and 40% in the Irish 
industry. Currently, almost a 
third of Irish catch is caught 
in UK waters mostly notably 
60% of mackerel and 40% of 
prawns.

Though it has been reported 
UK ministers have also agreed 
their mandate for negotiations, 
at the time of writing that 
mandate had not as of yet been 
published. The UK’s Fisheries 
Bill was, however, published at 
the end of January (see p.14). 

Met with “bemusement” 
from the KFO, the Bill, 
which proposes denying Irish 
fishermen automatic access 
to UK waters, would have 
catastrophic ramifications for 
the Irish fishing industry but, in 
reality, is “a poor man’s Trojan 
horse” in the greater scheme of 
EU/UK negotiations, said the 
KFO CEO.

The KFO, he said, remained 
optimistic the linkage between 
trade and fisheries as set out in 
the EU’s Political Declaration 
would be not merely be 
endorsed but strengthened.

Mr O’Donoghue further 
said: “I cannot over-emphasise 
how important it is that the 
work invested in the political 
declaration by Michel Barnier, 
Phil Hogan and others is fully 
supported by the EU27. This 
UK bill is little more than 
posturing and its timing is 
hardly a surprise, but the real 
negotiations are entering an 

absolutely crucial phase.
“The UK bill will be null 

and void once the EU27 
remain united and retain the 
linkage between fisheries and 
trade. The political declaration 
by the EU and UK on the next 
round of Brexit negotiations 
sets July 1st as the target date 
for agreeing a new fisheries 
deal between the EU and UK.

“We have done and will 
continue to do everything 
in our power to fight for 
the future viability of Irish 
fisheries and that means 
being a part of overall trade 
negotiations. The stakes have 
never been higher and we 
will not be found wanting in 
fighting our corner and not 
allowing Brexit be the death 
knell for our proud industry.” 

Giving perhaps an indication 
as to just how fraught the 
upcoming negotiations are 
likely to be, both within the 
UK itself and between the 
UK and EU, in Scotland last 
month, seafood processors set 
out a document demanding 
continued tariff-free trade and 
access to labour in any Brexit 
deal reached between the UK 
and the EU (see p.16). 

Further, and Brexit aside, 
on the question as to whether 
maintaining the status quo, 
in terms of Relative Stability 
and Europe’s existing quota 
divvying system today makes 
any socio-ecological sense 
(if it ever did), two recently 
published scientific papers—
one in the journal Ecography, 
another in Conservation 
Letters—indicate shifting fish 
distributions are resulting in 
mismatches between quota 
shares and regional abundances 
within management areas in 
Europe. 

This, the authors argue, 
consequently challenges 
Relative Stability and the 
out-of-date share outs 
underpinning that concept, 
and likely explains some of 
the intractabilities of the EU’s 
discard problem.

And inside the 12-mile 
line? Speaking to The Skipper 
after Guernsey announced on 
February 1st that all French 
boats fishing in Guernsey 
waters would require permits, 
Olivier Leprêtre, chairman 
of the regional fisheries 
committee in northern France 
said, “I can assure you that if 
there is no access to the waters, 
the British will not sell 1kg of 
fish in France!”

Though the Guernsey issue 
appears to have been ironed 
out for now, a sign, perhaps, of 
things to come? 

Killybegs. Image: Aodan Griffin 
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Inshore representatives have 
called on the next government to 
end decades of neglect regarding 

the issue of seal-fishery interactions 
– an issue now reaching a crescendo 
with reports in the national media 
of fishermen saying they will 
take matters into their own hands 
if no action is taken by the State 
on the implementation of a seal 
management plan.

The call comes following protests 
in Dingle on February 1st by animal 
rights activists on the one hand, and 
fishermen on the other, the former 
an anti-cull protest staged by the 
Party for Animal Welfare, the latter 
a counter-protest organised by local 
fishermen highlighting the impact 
direct physical interactions with 
seals are having on their livelihoods.

In a joint statement released 
following the protests, the National 
Inshore Fishermen’s Association 
(NIFA) and the National Inshore 
Fishermen’s Organisation (NIFO) 
say the protests demonstrate a clear 
failure on the part of the State to 
deal with the issue of seal-fishery 
interactions.

According to Ireland’s largest 
dedicated national inshore fishing 
groupings, both of whom had 
members at the protest, inshore 
fishing communities, in particular, 
have been failed on this issue. This 
failure, they say, is demonstrated by 
repeated calls by fishermen for culls 
over the past two decades.

A comment issued to The 
Skipper by the Party for Animal 
Welfare—who say “nothing, 
justifies killing innocent sentient 
creatures”—suggests that in terms of 
the issue, rather than a cull, Ireland 
“should renegotiate their fishing 
rights in Europe, and possibly have 
our Navy monitor quotas.” Seals, 
they say, “have NO impact” in 
reducing fish populations…

However, drawing a line between 
two issues oftentimes conflated by 
commentators on the subject— the 
impact of seals on fish stocks on the 
one hand, and the direct physical 
interaction between seals and a 
fisherman’s catch already in his or 
her nets on the other—the cause 
of this problem, highlights NIFA/
NIFO, is not super trawlers, lack 
of quota, or EU membership, but 
the damage seals do to fish already 
caught.

As discussed in The Skipper 
over the past months, this damage 
has been studied and documented 
scientifically in this country with 
over two decades. (As an aside, 
regarding the question as to whether 
seals can affect stocks, scientific 
studies have, for example, identified 
seals as a factor in the hampered 
recovery of cod stocks in the Gulf of 

St. Lawrence, and elsewhere.)
Pressed on the separate question 

of depredation specifically the Party 
for Animal Welfare say “fisheries 
have caused the issue of the seals 
eating from nets” and they “should 
change their ways to be more 
sustainable for both fish and the 
environment”.

Conversely, NIFA/NIFO say 
decades of interactions with 
seals have already fundamentally 
changed Ireland’s inshore sector, 
and not for the better. “Anyone 
that is objective and familiar with 
these communities,” they say, “will 
attest to this.” On account of these 
interactions, they say; “Traditional, 
low impact fishing methods, such 
as fishing with small static nets 
and hooks and lines are no longer 
economically viable to many 
operators.” 

“Many operators have diversified 
out of these fisheries into other 
fisheries such as potting and 
dredging, which may indeed be 
unsustainable, from an economic 
and environmental perspective, at its 
current scale. Some have diversified 
out of fishing completely, which in 
many instances has required them 
to leave our coastal communities, 
where year round employment 
opportunities are limited.”

Regarding recent media reports 
of fishermen threatening illegal culls 
which the Party for Animal Welfare 
have noted, NIFA/NIFO state: “It is 
unfortunate that it took these threats 
to get mainstream media attention. 
While we certainly do not condone 
these threats, (or any illegal activity 
for that matter), we do empathise 
with the frustration behind them. 
This frustration is borne out of 
decades of failure, failure to look at 
the issue in an open and pragmatic 
manner.”

In terms of a way forward 
NIFA/NIFO draw attention to 
the framework for action on deer 
management developed by the State 
in 2015 and since implemented, 
and ask why a similar framework 
cannot be put in place for seals. 
If the protected status of seals 
is preventing this, the inshore 
organisations ask why that status 
cannot be reviewed, highlighting it 
was granted under conditions that 
have long since changed.

“To those that would oppose such 
a review, we would ask what have 
you to fear? If protected status is 
still warranted then any review will 
demonstrate that,” they say. 

Interestingly, according to Dr 
Ciarán Crummey’s 2005 PhD thesis, 
Physical Interactions between 
Grey Seals and Selected Fisheries 
in Ireland, the population size of 
grey and common seals in Ireland 

were effectively unknown when 
the 1976 Wildlife Act, under which 
seals in Ireland are protected, was 
introduced. Today, however, we 
have a fairly reasonable indication 
seal numbers around our coasts are 
booming.

Unsurprisingly then, the inshore 
groups say that despite having 
done so previously, the situation 
has gotten to a point where it 
seems seals and inshore fishing 
communities can no longer co-exist. 

Management, they state, might 
correct that. 

“If the State can’t entertain that 
idea then it has a responsibility to 
our fishing communities to explain 
why, and offer a solution to those in 
that sector that can no longer sustain 
a livelihood. With the formation of 
a new government imminent we 
call on whoever will be involved to 
end this failure and put a process 
in place to allow these issues be 
addressed.”
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Inshore fishermen in Dingle erected banners on their boats in Dingle last month 
demonstraing their plight. Image courtesy of NIFA/NIFO

Inshore fishermen call 
for an end to ‘decades 
of failure’ on seal issue

Noel McDonagh 

The fishing community around 
Ireland was left grieving last month, 
on news of the tragic and untimely 

passing of their friend and colleague Noel 
McDonagh, Dunmore East, who passed 
away on January 30th.

Lifetime Honorary President and 
Founder of LAST (Lost At Sea Tragedies), 
Noel started his career as a fisherman in 
Dunmore East, and continued until he 
retired ashore to open another successful 
business.

In 2013, Noel founded LAST, after the 
tragic loss of the Bolger brothers, when he 
saw there was no financial help or support 
for families at such a difficult time, to 
help families emotionally and financially 
in the immediate aftermath of a tragedy. 
The charity was also set up to promote 
safety at sea and raising awareness in the 
fishing community.

Though Noel handed the Charity over 
to new Trustees in the fishing community 
in 2017, he remained on as a lifetime 
honorary president.

Noel was also well known for finding 
and cataloguing thousands of Mesolithic 
flint tools from Creadan Head, in an 
effort to prove prehistoric settlement of 
Waterford Estuary began 10,000 years 
ago.  

Paying tribute to Noel, LAST Trustee 
Trudy McIntyre said, “Noel was a credit 
to the Irish fishing industry and fishing 
community. He never failed to promote or 
defend the industry at every opportunity 
presented to him. 

“He may have come ashore but he 
never gave up the love of the sea and its 
people. Noel setting up LAST was just an 
extension of his compassion for the wider 
fishing community around our coast. 

“It’s better to light a candle than curse 
the darkness.”

Echoing those comments, Chairperson 
Caitlín Uí Aodha said, “I know Noel for a 

long number of years. He was a fisherman 
and when he stopped fishing he opened a 
very successful business in the city, but 
he remained part of the sea and fishing 
people all his life. 

“He worked very, very hard for the 
community and for everything and 
anything to do with the sea and for people 
connected with the sea.

“I just saw a photograph of him this 
morning with his LAST jacket and a big 
smile and that was Noel. We feel his loss 
tremendously so I can only imagine what 
his family are going through. It’s really, 
really sad.”

A testament to Noel’s standing within 
both the fishing and wider communities, 
huge crowds turned out to say goodbye 
to Noel, whose remains were reposed at 
Falconer Funeral Home in Tramore on 
Sunday, February 2, followed by private 
Cremation. In lieu of flowers, mourners 
were are to make donations if desired to 
LAST.

The Skipper team would like to express 
their deepest condolences to Noel’s family 
and many friends around the coast. 

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dílis.

A few lines on the untimely passing 
of our colleague and friend, Noel 
McDonagh

I am writing on behalf of the 
Chairpersons of Fisheries Local Action 
Groups of Ireland and all Flag board 
members around Ireland, whom got to 
know Noel over the past number of years 
where Noel played a passionate and 
dedicated part as Chairman of FLAG 
South East, and on the national committee 
of the European Maritime Fisheries Fund, 
where he left no stone unturned in his 

drive to improve funding and resources 
from both State and EU for fishing 
communities, not only in the South East 
but around the coast . 

We would like to offer our sincere 
condolences to his wife Phyllis, his five 
sons Shane, Gary, Gavin, Ronan and Cian, 
daughter Róisín, grandchildren, and to his 
many friends in Dunmore East and around 
the coast. 

We say slán to a true gentleman and son 
of the sea. Noel may you have a pleasant 
rolling sea and a gentle breeze until you 
drop anchor in the harbour of dreams. 

Slán a Chara, Kevin Flannery, Dingle.    

Noel McDonagh 
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Dear Editor,

We are a group of full-time 
fishermen, writing to you to 
highlight our concerns with 
representation of stakeholders on 
the Regional Inshore Fisheries 
Forums (RIFFs). We first thought 
this was just an issue we had in 
our area but having spoken to 
others around the coast it seems 
to be a general failure of all the 
RIFFs. 

We feel, they are not 
adequately consulting with 
stakeholders and are seen as a 
closed shop for a select number 
of people chosen by BIM. It is 
also felt that BIM have far too 
much influence on the RIFFs and 
control the topics of discussion 
and their direction. This is 
unacceptable. The RIFFs were set 
up to allow inshore fishermen and 
other marine users a voice. This is 
not happening.

Some topics being discussed at 
RIFF meetings are very relevant 
to us and could have serious 
effects on our livelihoods. Yet we 
don’t have direct input into these 
discussions and are not informed 
of them or any outcomes. We note 
that as far as the Department is 
concerned, once the RIFFs have 
been informed, the “consultation 
with stakeholders” box has been 
ticked. This is also the case with 
other agencies and major projects. 
Most fishermen don’t even hear 
about these decisions until it’s too 
late.

Stakeholders need to be 
fully engaged in the process 
if the RIFFs are to be fit for 
purpose. For this to happen, 
things need to change. The 
RIFF process needs to be 
stakeholder driven. Information 
needs to flow down from the 
RIFFs to all stakeholders. Ideas 
and issues should be sent with 
representatives to RIFF meetings 
for discussion. Representatives 
need to fully engage and consult 
with stakeholders before RIFF 

meetings, to discuss and set the 
agenda and after meetings to give 
feedback. There needs to be full 
transparency in the process. There 
should be nothing to hide.

With proper input from all 
stakeholders, the RIFFs could 
work very well for all marine 
users working inshore. There 
would also be less need to have 
involvement from BIM. We 
would be very interested to hear 
the opinions that all stakeholders 
have on the current state of the 
RIFF process and how they would 
like to see things progress in the 
future.

Yours sincerely
Concerned fishermen
riffconcerns@gmail.com

Dear Editor,

Too many have died by 
government indifference to 
fisheries, all too keen to scapegoat 
seals!

The Skipper has done us all a 
formidable service, airing such a 
wide range of views on the issue 
of seal-fisheries interactions and 
allowing the Irish Seal Sanctuary 
(ISS) ‘right of reply’ on some 
conclusions we’d take issue with. 

I do not intend to re-run what 
has been a most informative 
discussion and point only to 
the persistent myth and belief, 
of what may be the single, 
most divisive and polarising 
fallacy dividing us. Nor do 
I have reason to dispute the 
very real problems of fisheries 
threatening lives, livelihoods and 
coastal communities. More the 
pity eNGOs and others do not 
speak up in support of fisheries 
sustainability issues but choose to 
prate and carp from their cosseted 
enclaves.

Firstly, can you advise on your 
January article, ‘The Fishermen 
and Seals’, whether this is an 
opinion piece or editorial line? 

Secondly, the ISS was and 
remains supportive of calls for an 
“inclusive stakeholders forum” 
(Ciarán Crummey, September 
and June issues). And finally, 
the paragraph on ecosystem 
management presents the hang-up 
for all views and reveals the fatal 
flaw in the fallacy and rush to 
blame seals, conflating their role 
in the ecosystem with fisheries 
problems. 

Apex predators “exceeding 
the ability of the ecosystem to 
sustain them” is rarely if ever an 
exclusively natural event. It simply 
cannot happen as the food supply 
controls the predator population 

and not the reverse. One might 
justifiably argue, abundant, healthy 
seals signify abundant healthy 
fish stocks and they challenge our 
efficiency? The tragedy of this 
fallacy can only be the waste and 
misdirection of fishery efforts, to 
no advantage!

If The Skipper has brought us 
closer to an inclusive stakeholders 
forum, ending megaphone blame 
and counter-blame, it has done us 
all a great service.

Yours etc.
Brendan Price M.Biol.Inst.
Irl., Chair ISS 
www.irishsealsanctuary.org

Coronavirus affecting Ireland’s inshore sector
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Skipper Full
– 14 April-17 June, NFC Castletownbere
– 14 April-12 June, NFC Greencastle

Navigation Control Courses (Fishing)
– 22 June-03 July, NFC Castletownbere
– 22 June-03 July, NFC Greencastle

Marine Engineering Processes (3 weeks)
– 11-29 May, NFC Castletownbere

Enhanced Safety Training (Under 15m)
– 03 March, NFC Greencastle 
– 18 March, NFC Castletownbere
– 08 April, NFC Castletownbere
– 05 May, NFC Greencastle 

Basic Safety Training
– 03-05 March, CTU1,  

contact 087-683 7134, Inismor
– 09-11 March, NFC Greencastle
– 10-12 March, NFC Castletownbere
– 10-12 March, CTU1,  

contact 087-683 7134, Galway
– 24-26 March CTU1,  

contact 087-683 7134, Kilrush

– 14-16 April, NFC Castletownbere
– 20-22 April, NFC Greencastle
– 12-14 May, NFC Castletownbere
– 18-20 May, NFC Greencastle
– 09-11 June, NFC Castletownbere
– 29 June-01 July, NFC Greencastle
– 07-09 July, NFC Castletownbere
– 13-15 July, NFC Greencastle

Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting (3-day)
– 01-03 April, NFC Castletownbere
– 06-08 April, NFC Greencastle
– 02-04 June, NFC Castletownbere

Advanced Fire Fighting (5-day)
– 18-22 May, NFC Castletownbere
– 06-10 July, NFC Greencastle

Medical First Aid Aboard Ship
– 01-03 April, NFC Greencastle
– 06-08 April, NFC Castletownbere

GMDSS General Operators Certificate
– 09-24 April, NFC Castletownbere
– 14-28 April, NFC Greencastle

GMDSS Short Range Radio Proficiency 
(Modules 1 & 2)
– 04-06 March, NFC Greencastle
– 30 March-02 April, CTU1, Killybegs Co. Donegal, 

contact 087 6837134
– 06-08 April, CTU1, Kilrush Co. Clare,  

contact 087 6837134
– 16-18 June, NFC Greencastle

QQI Level 6 Commercial Scuba Diver
– 24 February-20 March, (pre-week medical 

course 17-21 February), NFC Castletownbere

Surface Supplied Diver (3 weeks)
– 30 March-24 April, NFC Castletownbere

Passenger Boat Proficiency
– 20-24 April, NFC Castletownbere
– 22-26 June, NFC Castletownbere

NFC Greencastle +353 74 938 1068
NFC Castletownbere +353 27 71230

To confirm the mobile training schedule on the 
west coast please contact 087 6837134 and 
on the east coast call 087 2334620. Funding for 
the course fee may be available through BIM’s 
Seafood Training Scheme.

www.bim.ie

National Fisheries College of Ireland 
Schedule March 2020

EUROPEAN UNION
This measure is part-financed 
by the European Maritime  
and Fisheries Fund

Ireland’s EU Structural and
Investment Funds Programmes
2014 - 2020

Co-funded by the Irish Government
and the European Union
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Reply: Response to ISS from the Editor

Or all too keen to scapegoat fishermen? 

Neither an opinion piece nor a hard editorial line, the article was the 
best reading of the ongoing seal issue I could offer, considering an 
array of voices, debates, and the research that already exists on the 
topic. The bulk of the article comprised the voices and experiences 
of fishermen themselves, which may well be the best indication we 
have regarding the real-life complexities of this issue – that is, of 
seal depredation in Ireland.

And this, as I see it, is where the real fallacy in this debate 
lies – the one that conflates the issues of seal depredation (i.e. 
between seals and the catch already in a fisherman’s net), biological 
interactions (i.e. between seals and fish swimming in the sea), EU 
membership, supertrawlers or any other number of issues related to 
fisheries. 

Neither seals nor inshore fishermen themselves have created 
this conflict. (We can all agree there is nothing ‘natural’ about 
the upwards pressure that has been exerted on seals over the past 
decades, and there is much more one could say on that in terms 
of humans, nature, and ecosystems, and the politics underpinning 
those, than there is space for here.)

As evidenced by NIFA/NIFO’s statement last month (see p.5), 
though intervention and subsequent inaction has pitted seals 
and inshore fishermen against each other in a manner where it 
is between these two that this conflict manifests, it isn’t seals 
themselves that are being scapegoated by fishermen and women!

The seal-fishery issue has become a sustainability issue – and not 
in the sense that fishing with nets or lines in a small inshore boat 
is somehow inherently unsustainable, but rather in the sense that it 
threatens to make a number of small, relatively low impact fisheries 
socially, economically and, perhaps, also ecologically unsustainable. 

(If seals really were challenging ‘our efficiency’ perhaps we 
would hear more on the issue from larger vessels operating further 
offshore?)

As the coronavirus continues 
its global spread, the risks 
to Ireland’s seafood sector 

are becoming increasingly apparent. 
Now being felt in markets, with the 
Chinese market effectively closed, 
the precarities of a globalised 
seafood market are already being 
felt by Ireland’s inshore fishermen 
and women dependent on shellfish, 
with those in the razor fishery being 
hit particularly hard. 

Though there aren’t many crab 
boats out yet, on account of the time 
of the year and the poor weather, 
reverberations are already being felt 
in the crab fishery, with reports from 
fishermen that do have crab to sell 
indicating offers of €1.50/kg for top-
grade hen crab, compared to up to 
four times that this time last year.

Lobster prices are also down, at 
around 20 per cent below average, 
which fishermen say is on account 
of an excess of Canadian lobster, 
also locked out of Chinese markets, 
now hitting the European market. 

Razor boats, however, have been 
especially hard hit. Now relying 
on an oversaturated European 
market offering first sale prices that 
have seen a drop of some 80 per 
cent, going to sea is hardly worth 

the effort, with reports indicating 
most of the fleet are now tied up 
indefinitely. 

A spokesperson for NIFA & NIFO 
described the issues facing the crab 
sector, particularly market access 
to China “as probably the most 
immediate and concerning currently 
facing their membership and 
probably the wider inshore sector.”

Highlighting the dependency 
of many members—and much of 
the inshore sector—on crab, the 
spokesperson said, “There has been 
significant investment in the fishery 
in recent years, effort has increased 
and catch rates have declined. In 
terms of profitability, this was offset 
in recent years by inflated first sale 
prices to satisfy demand in the 
Chinese Market.”

Consequently, restrictions on 
access to that market, first due to 
“incompatible testing regimes for 
cadmium” and now by the impact of 
the recent coronavirus outbreak, are 
being felt acutely by the Irish sector 
(as elsewhere, see p.18).

 “If anything can be learned 
from the last six months or so it’s 
probably the need for as broad 
a market base as possible,” the 
spokesperson said. 

“Industry sentiment is extremely 
low at the moment, with a cloud of 
uncertainty hanging over the sector 
as many operators prepare for the 
start of 2020 season,” he said. 

Highlighting fishermen have 
always been price takers, and 
therefore likely to feel the full 
brunt of any market difficulties, 
the spokesperson went on to state 
it was unlikely many operators 
would be able to sustain what 
could turn into an 80 per cent drop 
in their gross earnings and warned: 
“we could be facing a crisis of 
unprecedented levels.” 

Recognising that longer-term 
measures would be needed to 
protect long term profitability, 
the spokesperson said that in the 
immediate term “intervention in 
terms of some form of ‘emergency 
aid’ may be needed.”  

The spokesperson went on 
to highlight that though NIFA 
& NIFO don’t have many razor 
members, the small number 
they have are reporting effects 
“probably even more stark” than 
those being felt in the crab sector. 

The Chinese New Year, which 
fell on January 25 this year, 
traditionally signals the peak of the 

razor operator's season, in terms 
of profitability. Members in the 
north east, the spokesperson said, 
however, say that on average first 
sale prices have dropped 80 per 
cent since January. With little sign 
of this improving in the short term, 
many of the vessels in the fleet are 
now tied up.

“Some have continued to fish 
for the European market, but there 
are concerns that over supply there 
could force already low prices 
down further,” the spokesperson 
said.

Highlighting that like the crab 
fishery, the razor fishery was not 
without its underlying issues 
before market access to China 
ended while also emphasising the 
seriousness of the current crisis, 
the spokesperson concluded: 

“Some of our members say that 
currently without any adequate 
social protection or EMFF 
supports they are now in the midst 
of an unprecedented crisis. That 
effectively, in economic terms, 
a “perfect storm” has hit their 
fishery. Without some form of 
emergency intervention, they have 
serious doubts over their future 
viability.”    

“Perfect storm” hits razor fishery

http://www.irishsealsanctuary.org/
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Last month, Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara (BIM) in association 
with IFA Aquaculture hosted 

a two-day seminar for members 
of Ireland’s vibrant oyster farming 
sector, valued at €43million 
according to the latest (2018) 
Business of Seafood report.

The sold-out event, which took 
place in Carlingford, Co Louth on 
February 13th and 14th, attracted 
participants from more than 85% of 
businesses in the industry. 

Among those who presented 
were IFA Aquaculture, BIM, Food 
Safety Ireland, the Marine Institute, 
Bord Bia and the SFPA, with 

sustainability, competitiveness and 
innovation forming the key topics 
discussed over the two days. 

Speaking at the opening of the 
workshop, BIM’s chief executive, 
Jim O’Toole said, “The demand for 
Irish oysters continues to increase in 
Ireland and overseas. Consumers in 
Europe and Asia are actively seeking 
out Irish oysters and cite the unique 
characteristics and diversity in taste 
between brands.

“This strong and growing 
reputation has translated into strong 
prices for Irish oysters and excellence 
in food safety management and 
stringent attention to quality control 

among industry members accounts 
for much of these successes.

“BIM continues to support and 
work closely with the sector. It is a 
sector that has enormous potential 
to continue in its upwards growth 
trajectory and to further benefit 
those living and working in coastal 
communities throughout Ireland.”

The sector enjoyed a positive 
year in 2018, according to the 
BIM Business of Seafood report, 
producing an all-time high of 10,300 
tonnes of oysters and employing 
1,300 people nationwide. 

Despite recent health and socio-
economic challenges presented by 
the Asian market that have affected 

exports, Irish oyster producers 
remain at the forefront of the luxury 
offering, with the sector showing 
continued investment in packaging 
and branding, focusing on Irish 
oyster’s superior quality.

The latest figures show nearly 
30% of Irish oysters are now packed 
and branded in Ireland before 
export, adding extra value to the 
sector. While France remains our 
largest export market at 74% of 
total export volume in 2018, we 
are continuing to diversify into 
alternative European markets such 
as the Netherlands and Belgium 
(2019 saw a 31% increase in exports 
to the Netherlands).

Kian Louët, Director - Carlingford Oysters, Teresa Morrissey, IFA Aquaculture, 
BIM’s chief executive, Jim O’Toole and Gary Harty, Galway Gourmet Oysters.
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Ireland’s Oyster Producers 
Rise to Market Challenges

After almost an entire year of 
waiting, fishermen on Cape 
Clear island have blasted 

Government inaction regarding an 
application to farm salmon, which 
they say could provide the island 
with an economic lifeline.

According to Cumann Iascairí 
Chléire—which was established 
to improve the lot of fishermen 
operating and living on Cape Clear 
and has pursued many avenues to 
sustain the economic viability of 
life on the island—the aquaculture 
licence application was submitted to 
the Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine on February 15th, 
2019.

The application, they 
highlight, was submitted with 
an accompanying extensive 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) which cost over €100,000 to 
commission and draft. The EIS alone 
represented more than three years’ 
work and was partially funded by 
Údarás na Gaeltachta.

Regarding the outstanding 
application, secretary of Cumann 
Iascairí Chléire and islander, Duncan 
Harper said: “Cumann Iascairí 
Chléire applied to the Aquaculture 
and Foreshore Management 
Division of the Department and 
received an acknowledgement a 
short time afterwards.

“In recent weeks, we raised it 
with election canvassers and duly 
received a similar sort of worthless 
acknowledgement from Minister 

Michael Creed. This really isn’t 
good enough. We’ve invested a lot 
of money, time and energy not to 
mention hope and genuine belief that 
there is something of potential real 
value which could save our island.

“We look enviously at Clare 
island off the Mayo coast which 
has reaped huge dividends from an 
organic salmon farm which keeps 
young people on the island to work 
and thereby preventing population 
decline. That project has been a 
massive success and transformed the 
island’s fortunes.

“The reality is that economic 
opportunities are very limited on 
Cape Clear and seasonal tourism 
aside, our options are very limited. 
Why not make use of the wonderful 
sea resource which we have, grow 
protein-rich food in a sustainable 
and environmentally responsible 
manner to safeguard our future. I’ve 
no doubt the benefits could be shared 
with our fellow-islanders on Sherkin 
and Hare too.”

Mr Harper concluded by saying 
Cape Clear might not be the 
easiest place to live but he could 
not imagine any place better. “The 
people who live on the island do not 
believe that they are disadvantaged 
but they do recognise that they face 
challenges unknown to those living 
on the mainland. If the population 
of a tiny island in the North Atlantic 
can’t get approval to grow fish, just 
what do the powers-that-be expect 
them to do?” 

Islanders deafened by 
Department’s silence on 
salmon application

If the population of a tiny island in the North 
Atlantic can’t get approval to grow fish, just what do 
the powers-that-be expect them to do?

FRESH megs and witches, 
Mediterranean Mantis shrimp, 
Connemara scallops, samphire 

and squid – whatever the weather, 
there’s always a  feast for the senses 
at Stefan Griesbach’s stall in the 
Galway market, writes Lorna 
Siggins. 

His company, Gannet 
Fishmongers, is turning 15 years 
old, and Griesbach’s aim is to 
mark that teenage birthday with a 
particular goal. Recently, Gannet has 
become the first business of its 
type in Ireland to use 100 per 
cent compostable and sustainable 
packaging.

Griesbach, who came to Ireland 
from France in 1997 to take up a 
job in aquaculture, started off with a 
stall outside Sheridan’s cheese shop 
in the Galway Saturday market.

He expanded his company into 
a successful wholesale business – 
supplying many restaurants across 
Ireland. The company secured a 
coveted Eurotoques Award in 2017, 
and a Georgina Campbell award in 
2018. 

In 2019, Griesbach switched 
from a million euro wholesale trade 
to focus solely on an online fish 
delivery model, supplying customers 
all over the country, while also 
retaining the market stall in Galway.

“So our weekly markets bring 
us face to face with all our Galway 
customers, allowing us to promote 
an ever-growing range of species,” 
Griesbach says.

“Then our online store @
EatMoreFish.ie has enabled us to 
share all our seafood with a much 
wider audience countrywide,” he 
says.

His commitment to reducing the 
company’s environmental footprint 
began in 2015 when he took what 
he describes as a “costly gamble”, 
becoming Ireland’s first fishmonger 

to invest and run an electric vehicle 
for deliveries.

Five years later, the Gannet fish 
e-van remains “strong on the road”, 
he says, as part of the company’s 
Galway home delivery service, and 
he reckons he has saved “tons of 
unnecessary CO2 emissions”.  

“Our move to zero plastic is part 
of this, and has been driven along 
with the growth of the business,” 
Griesbach explains.

From 2017, he and his colleagues 
began researching how to outsource 
and substitute its retail packaging 
with home-compostable, starch 
(potatoes) based bags. 

“As a business, we have a duty to 
seek and avail of any alternatives to 
petroleum-based plastic,” he says. 

“In 2019, we successfully 
completed the switch, and are now 
offering our retail customers a full 
selection of packaging products: 
a selection of sizes of home 
compostable bags and reusable 
bags,” he says.

Next stage was contact with A P 
Packaging in Dundalk, Co Louth, on 
introducing a new system of organic 
packaging as an alternative to plastic 
insulated poly boxes.

“We tested out the new system 
together, and leased the machine 
from them which we have installed 
at our headquarters in Ballybane, 
Galway,” Griesbach says.

“The box is made from 
cardboard, which has proved to be 
better than plastic for insulation, and 
is fully compostable or recyclable.”

“Not only that, but the shape of 
the box and its depth allows for a 
flow of cold air, and allows us to 
pack the fish with live first, then 
fresh, then frozen, and then ice, 
and the cardboard can absorb any 
leakage – unlike plastic,” he says.

He reckons it is “superior to 
regular thermal packaging” while 

“also solving issues with the 
transport and the storing of bulky 
insulated packaging”.

“The new boxes combined with 
our bio-compostable bags really 
make a difference to our online 
packaging,” he says. 

“Our customers are delighted 
with the new system. We have even 
also sourced eco tape which will 
very soon phase out the existing 
need for plastic tape,” he says.

“Gannet approach to 
sustainability is comprehensive: 
encouraging diversity, promoting 
local and small fisheries, always 
pushing customer awareness to the 
origin, production methods, and the 
real environmental footprint of their 
favourite fish dinner,” he says.

“Plastic packaging will be fully 
phased out of the business by 
September 2020, once we have 
consumed all remaining stocks,” 
Griesbach pledges.

“And now that I have found 
eco-tape, all we have to do is find 
a better way of using ice without 
plastic wrap...and I am working on 
that.”

Gannet has accomplished this 

transition without any grants 
or supports, but much sense of 
satisfaction.

Griesbach doesn’t believe larger 
outlets have any excuse for not 
making more of an effort, given 
the customer interest in finding 
alternatives to plastic.

“What games are large multiples 
playing at? What are they waiting 
for?” he says.

“They are the keys to lead other 
retailers and make such products 
widely available and affordable to 
all. Why is a small business such as 
Gannet miles ahead of them?”

Gannet Fishmongers Factory 
Shop is open Tuesday to Friday 
from 10am to 5pm  in Ballybane 
Industrial Estate, Galway, and its 
busy market stall runs outside St 
Nicholas’s church, Galway on 
Saturdays . 

The online branch, EatMoreFish.
ie, has just launched a daily delivery 
service to Galway city customers 
for more information or to order 
visit Gannet at Galway Market each 
Saturday or order fish to your door 
anywhere in the country at www.
eatmorefish.ie. 

GANNET FISHMONGERS
Online fish (and market), 
enroute to zero plastic

Stefan Griesbach, Gannet Fishmongers. Image: Lisa Regan

http://www.eatmorefish.ie/
http://www.eatmorefish.ie/
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Danish fishermen unite
to say enough is enough

What future for Eels? NEWS in brief

EFCA on LO Compliance

The day before the 
protests in Denmark, the 
European Fisheries Control 
Agency (EFCA) published 
three compliance reports 
on the implementation of 
the Landing Obligation 
(LO). 

According to those, 
non-compliance with the 
LO remained ‘widespread’ 
between 2015 and 2017 in 
the North Sea and North 
Western Waters. 

In the context of the 
LO, they say, traditional 
control tools (e.g. 
inspections at sea) have 
not proven effective in 
enforcing the LO. It is 
suggested, however, that 
the introduction of remote 
electronic monitoring 
(REM) would provide an 
appropriate solution. 

As reported in The 
Skipper last month, 
however, and, arguably, 
leaving fishermen between 
a rock and a hard place, 
a hearing in the European 
Parliament last December 
heard from industry that 
the LO, as it stands, is 
neither doable, enforceable 
nor compliable. The policy, 
they warned, could indeed 
threaten the high levels 
of compliance already 
achieved in EU fisheries.

New Chair for PECH 
Committee

With the UK now having 
formally ‘Brexited’, French 
MEP and oceanographer 
Pierre Karleskind has 
replaced Britain’s former 
MEP, Chris Davies as 
chair of the European 
Parliament’s Fisheries 
Committee. 

Making his stance 
on the upcoming Brexit 
fisheries negotiations clear, 

in a statement following 
his election, the Renew 
Europe MEP called for an 
agreement with the UK that 
maintains the status quo, 
whereby EU fishermen can 
access UK waters and fish 
from the UK can be sold on 
the single market. 

“We request reciprocal 
access to waters, meaning 
the same situation as 
we have now - nothing 
more, nothing less,” he 
said. “With this being one 
condition for concluding 
the economic partnership.”

Sweden takes coping 
action on seals

On account of increasing 
seal populations along the 
Swedish coast and the 
impact those populations 
are having on fishermen, 
the Swedish Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) is 
considering expanding the 
right to hunt seals in the 
Baltic Sea. 

‘Protective hunts’ of 
ringed, harbour and grey 
seals when they threaten 
humans or livestock 
have been allowed in 
Sweden for several years. 
However, low interest 
from hunters on account 
of the resources required 
in the context of the EU 
ban on seal products and 
the fact hunts must take 
place within 200 metres 
of a place where fishing 
is taking place has meant 
that, in many parts of the 
country, less than half of 
the allocated quotas have 
been met.

To address this, rather 
than a protective hunt, 
Sweden is currently 
considering allowing a 
less stringently regulated 
licenced hunt, with a final 
decision due this coming 
April. 

On January 31st, Danish 
fishermen gathered in Aalborg 
to protest plans to make 

camera surveillance mandatory for 
vessels fishing in the Kattegat and 
against their continued treatment by 
authorities, reports FiskerForum.

Steaming into Limfjord early that 
morning, a fleet of around 40 fishing 
boats tied up in the centre of the city, 
before crews made their way through 
the streets to the city’s Congress and 
Culture Centre carrying ‘Enough is 
Enough’ and ‘No to Cameras’ banners.

In a display of unity rarely seen, the 
answer from Danish fishermen to the 
question of camera surveillance is a 
resounding no, say organisers. Among 
their demands, the fishermen are 
calling also for an end to the constant 
suspicion of the industry which, they 
say, has become a trademark of official 
dealings with the sector.

“We’re treated like criminals,” said 
Thomas Christiansen, one of the 
protest organisers. “And we say stop. 
Enough is enough.”

Though mandatory cameras may be 
the straw that broke the camel’s back, 
the measure is just one in a long series 
of issues over the past number of years 
that fishermen in Denmark say have 

made their livelihoods increasingly 
untenable.

Massive cod cuts, the ongoing 
Brexit saga and now the issue of 
camera surveillance have left the 
sector in an almost permanent state 
of uncertainty – a state which has 
only been compounded by a torrent 
of regulations which, fishermen say, 
are designed to frame them as villains, 
and together have made their ability to 
continue making a living from the sea 
almost impossible.

A Læso trawlerman, Thomas 
Christiansen is but one fisherman who 
has already put his boat and quota up 
for sale and plans to leave fishing for 
good.

“It’s hard enough as it is being a 
fisherman,” he said.

“We do our best to keep our heads 
above water, in spite of the constantly 
changing regulations that not only 
affect the way we work, but also rule 
out any possibility of establishing a 
stable family life.”

“We have had enough of politicians 
who promise everything, and we have 
had enough of officials and politicians 
who take no notice of what the 
industry has to say, yet make decisions 
that affect our everyday lives,” he said. 

“BUILDERS OF TRAWLERS, COMMERCIAL CRAFT 
AND AQUACULTURE VESSELS.”

Arklow Marine Services, North Quay, Arklow, Co.Wicklow, Ireland
Tel: +353 (0)402 32126Fax: +353 (0)402 39839

email: info@arklowmarine.com

“Diligent Jo” - 14.95m 
twin-rig trawler

“Aine Christina” – 20 metre 
white fish trawler.STAND 46
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Following publication of the 
Commission’s evaluation of the eel 
regulation last month, 21 years after 

its entry into force, eel fishermen in the 
southeast have been wondering whether their 
lot might improve with a new government, if 
and when we get one. 

In a critical condition for over a decade, 
in 2007 the EU adopted the ‘eel regulation’ 
which provided a framework for the recovery 
of the stock in the long-term. As part of that, 
EU countries established eel management 
plans (EMPs) for river basins with significant 
eel habitats, providing various measures to 
ensure: that at least 40% of adult eels escape 
to the sea, limit fishing (both commercial and 
recreational), make it easier for fish to migrate 

through the rivers and restock suitable inland 
waters with young eels.

According to the Commission’s evaluation 
of the eel regulation’s implementation, the 
regulation remains an important instrument 
in helping the European eel stock to recover, 
and ensures the management of eel in all its 
life stages, while addressing both “fisheries 
and non-fisheries related human impact.”

The evaluation notes, however, that despite 
noteworthy progress in reducing fishing 
efforts and a concerted attempt to develop a 
pan-EU management framework, the status 
of the European eel remains critical.

The silver eel escapement is still well below 
the target of 40% biomass that would have 
existed if no human influence had impacted 

the stock, it says. Whilst restocking works in 
some Member States, not all have achieved 
their restocking targets. Member States’ 
annual reporting on glass eel prices, it says, 
is incomplete. Many countries fund glass eel 
stocking through the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund (EMFF).

The evaluation also finds non-fisheries 
related mortality has not declined 
significantly over the last decade – something 
which, the evaluation states, has received 
insufficient focus in the EMPs and related 
actions! (Indeed, say fishermen in the 
southeast, who also say they are preparing to 
protest at Waterford Port Ireland’s approach 
to eel management and the impact that plan 
has had on them).

Across the other side of the 
country to the southwest 
where fishermen over the 

past months have been scratching 
their heads wondering where the 
German monk quota came from, 
a fisherman last month contacted 
The Skipper alleging a number 
of foreign-flagged vessels, which 
netting for monk west of the 
Porcupine Bank, are coming in, 

tying up, sheltering from weather 
for days at a time, all the while 
leaving their gear busy fishing out 
at sea, in contravention with fishing 
rules and most certainly, he says, 
leading to high discards. 

Under Council Regulation 
2019/1241, Article 9 there is a 
general prohibition on gillnets, 
tangle nets or trammel nets in 
Western Waters at any position 

where the charted depth is greater 
than 200 m and with gear greater 
than 2.5km. However, there is a 
derogation for waters less than 
600m in ICES 5b, 6a, 7b, 7c, 7h, 7j, & 
7k for two species – hake and monk. 

In the case of hake, mesh size 
must be at least 100mm, gear no 
more than 100 meshes deep and all 
nets deployed less than 25km. The 
maximum soakage time allowed is 
24 hours. In the case of monk, mesh 
size must be at least 250mm, gear 
no more than 15 meshes deep and 

all nets deployed less than 100km. 
The maximum soakage time 
allowed is 72 hours. 

The fisherman from the 
southwest, however, says some 
of these vessels spend more than 
three days off the fishing grounds 
when landing or sheltering from 
recent storms. And it is incumbent, 
he said, upon the SFPA to check 
whether these vessels are bringing 
their gear onboard or leaving it shot 
unattended and fishing for long 
periods.

German Monk?

https://theskipper.ie/danish-fishermen-unite-to-say-enough-is-enough/
https://theskipper.ie/danish-fishermen-unite-to-say-enough-is-enough/
https://fiskerforum.com/enough-is-enough-say-danish-fishermen/
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The synopsis of responses received on the 
consultation on brown crab management 
in Northern Ireland and the Department 

of Environment Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs (DEARA) response was published in 
January, after the new Minister, Edwin Poots 
had approved its content in one of the early 
decisions of the new Legislative Assembly.

The original consultation posed 10 questions 
relating to minimum size, landing berried 
crab, permits and pot limits and deliberate 
declawing. The scientists had previously 
concluded that the Northern Ireland brown 
crab stock was overfished and management 
measures were needed. The fishermen 
generally did not dispute this and a total of 73 
responses were received, of which 66 were 
from individuals and 7 from organisations. 
Environmental organisations did not respond. 

On the issue of minimum size, the response 
was heavily in favour of an increase with only 
3 respondents opposing it. The majority were 
in favour of an increase from 130 to140mm 
carapace width (40 responses). A significant 
number of responses were in favour of 150mm 
(27), with individuals favouring 145mm and 
160mm. The minimum size, it was noted, was 

140mm for most areas in England and Wales, 
150mm for most Scottish waters and 140mm 
for Irish waters. The Department proposed to 
effect changes in legislation to increase the 
minimum size for brown crab in Northern 
Ireland waters to 140mm. 

Support for the ban on landing berried crab 
was similar to the minimum size result. Three 
individuals were against that proposal with 70 
in favour. The Department proposed to bring 
forward legislation to prohibit the landing of 
berried crab. 

The issue of capping effort was more 
divisive with 54 responses in favour and 17 
against. When the various mechanisms were 
explored the issue became more ambiguous. 
The introduction of a brown crab permit 
elicited with 37 in favour and 33 against. On 
the issue of qualification for the permit track 
record in terms of days previously fished, 48 
opposed the proposal for a 2018 baseline. 55 
were against using a days-based approach. 

On the issue of pot number limits, 57 of the 
respondents agreed in general with the proposal 
but there were divisions on how the number 
should be set, with a majority favouring a flat 
limit for all boats but others seeking a limit 

based on various criteria. The Department 
concluded that further consultation was 
required on these issues. 

On the subject of a ban on deliberate 
declawing of crab, 64 respondents were in 
favour of a ban with 4 opposing it. Given 
existing EU legislation on that specific issue, 
the Department were to give further thought to 
the question.  

Within the responses to the consultation, 
individual comments on industry practice 
implied that landing of berried crab was a 
minority practice aimed at fulfilling whelk 
bait demand. Some favoured a winter close 
season, others a ban on landing soft shell 
crab. Individual responses to permit issue and 
pot limits indicated the complexity of such 
measures – but a general gripe about hobby pot 
fishing indicated that there was a perception 
that this was a widespread practice. 

Brown Crab

VISITORS

n Mike Montgomerie—
the Seafish gear man largely 
responsible for the selective 
Cod Recovery gear with the 
300mm square panels and more 
latterly as advisor for the discard 
ban selectivity project which 
is ongoing—visited Northern 
Ireland in February in company 
with his successor David 
Warwick 

They met up with the discard 
ban project manager, Ben Collier 
and visited other participants 
in the project, which includes 
innovative work by the Agri-Food 

and Biosciences Institute (AFBI) 
using lights in the nets to enhance 
escapes. 

Farewell Mike.

LATEST ADDITION FOR 
THE FLEET

n The Murdock family of 
Kilkeel recently acquired their 
latest vessel, the onetime Newlyn 
based trawler Crystal Sea whose 
owners took possession of a 
replacement newbuild from 
Macduff also named Crystal Sea. 

The Murdocks renamed their 
new acquisition Velee (N393) 
which is the third vessel of this 

name to be owned by the family 
under ownership of Leestlin 
Trawlers Ltd which also owns the 

Willing Lad (N102). Skippers Lee 
and Stefan respectively fish the 
vessels based in Fraserburgh. 

NORTHERN IRELAND NEWS By Dick James

Brown Crab Consultation Response It’s been a poor winter for weather with 
a seemingly endless stream of lows 
traversing the Atlantic giving us wind 

aplenty! The annoying thing is that when the 
boats can get out there are enough prawns on 
the go to make it worthwhile but not enough 
fishable days to bring in a good landing. On 
top of that, prices are dropping both for the 
langoustine and the tails but working out the 
reasons for that is beyond logic.

Long distance fishing is constrained by the 
weather, but locally there is the potential for 
a fishing. No interest has been shown in the 
Clyde as the predominant westerlies make 
the entrance to the otherwise sheltered Clyde 
a difficult place to fish. The larger elements 
of the fleet did better on the Dundalk 
grounds, but the Smalls was generally 
too exposed to be worth making the trip. 
The boats working in the North Sea out of 
Newcastle had It somewhat better, but they 
are now waiting for a weather window to 
make passage back home with the season 
over. 

The scallops are a similar story with 
weather limiting access to the grounds, 
although some of the larger boats seem to 
be working grounds to the east of the Isle of 
Man. The traditional boats were taking their 
time in port to change over the gear putting 
dredges ashore and rigging for a return to the 
prawns. It’s been a poor winter for them too. 

The pelagic fleet too had their problems 
with the weather, but the size of those 
vessels meant that they could work through a 
lot of it. Their problem was that the fish were 
late this year crossing the four-degree line. 
The east of four was caught with the Voyager 
landing into Norway and Lerwick, but the 
Havilah and Stefanie M landed one small lot 
into Lerwick. When the fish finally moved 
to the west a large fleet lying in waiting 
took off after them and the action was fast 
and furious. Havilah and Stefanie M landed 
two trips each into Belfast for the County 
Down processing factories. Irish boats also 

landed Mackerel into Ardglass notably Sarah 
David, Ardent, Guiding Star, Green Isle and 
Eternal Dawn. Others landed variously into 
Warrenpoint and Lisahally, so the factories 
starved of fish in January feasted into 
February. 

The Whitefish fleet were down to three 
fishing the haddock on the usual grounds off 
Rockabill, with the Ribhinn Donn working 
alone in the North Channel for a mix of 
choice fish. 

Inshore things were flat with weather and 
the usual off-season limiting activity and 
accordingly returns. 

RODERICK JOHN McKEE

Top Kilkeel skipper, Roderick John 
McKee passed away on Monday 27th 
January at home in Kilkeel at the young 

age of 58 years. Son of Ernie McKee, Roderick 
was of a prominent Kilkeel fishing family and 
went to sea in the family trawler Ambitious 
which his father had built in 1964 at the Herd 
and McKenzie yard at Buckie in 1964. 

Roderick’s time came in 1988 when the 
family built a replacement trawler at the 
Damen yard in Holland. One of three sister 
ships, the Sparkling Sea was one of the 
consistent top trawlers from Kilkeel, fishing 
nearly exclusively for whitefish using the 
semi-pelagic rig. 

With the demise of the Cod fishery in 
the 2000s the Sparkling Sea persevered and 
succeeded in developing the alternative 
haddock fishery, which is now the base for the 
mid-Irish Sea whitefish fishery Roderick fished 
with his brothers Trevor and David, and in 
recent years was joined by son Dean 

The funeral was held at the Mourne 
Presbyterian Church on 29th January.

THE FISHERY

Long established family business.
Fast payment for top quality product.

Regular collections in Eire and UK.

Contact Dewi Jones/Tristan Wood
tel: +44 (0)1407 730471  email: info@thelobsterpot.com

Holyhead, Anglesey LL65 4EU

Sarah David leaving Ardglass 
Harbour last month. 
Image: Chris Feenan

Fine February morning in Portavogie. Image: Stephen McKee
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Dr. Emma Wootton

New Fisheries Bill published as UK prepares to ‘take back control’

UK NEWS 
fishermen will have 24 hours to submit 
their catch reports. 

For more (and a rather different take) 
on Britain’s new CatchApp see inshore 
fishing representative, Jerry Percy’s 
article on pages 38-39.

INDUSTRY REMINDED 
REGULATIONS HAVE NOT 
CHANGED AS UK LEAVES EU

n Though the UK may have formally left 
the EU on January 31st, fishing rules have 
not yet changed and the fishing industry 
will need to adhere to existing regulations 
until the end of the transition period.

The UK’s Marine Management 
Organisation (MMO) have published a 
reminder that the UK will be actively 
negotiating new trading and fisheries 
agreements with the EU and other third 
countries during the transition period, 
up to December 31st 2020. Throughout 
this period, the UK will continue to abide 
by the current rules, which apply to all 
UK, EU and other vessels fishing in UK 
waters. 

Emphasising the importance of the 
reminder, Michael Coyle, Head of 
Compliance and Control at the MMO, 
said: “It’s important that anyone planning 
to fish in UK waters from January 31st 
2020 is aware that there is no change in 
regulation at this stage and all they need 
to do is ensure they continue to comply 
with the existing rules.”

“Those who break the rules 

disadvantage hard working fishermen and 
their businesses who are committed to 
seeing thriving fish stocks for the future 
so it’s important we maintain a strong 
presence and deterrent.”

Any changes that may come about 
through the new negotiated arrangements 
will be communicated in advance of 
becoming operational.

The MMO, they say, will provide 
businesses with the information required 
to prepare to trade with the EU from 
January 1st next year (2021). In the 
meantime, for information on the 
transition you can visit www.gov.uk/
transition.

NEW SEAFISH REGIONAL 
MANAGER FOR WALES

n Seafish is delighted to welcome 
Dr Emma Wootton to its Regional 
team. Dr Wootton joins the team as 
Regional Manager for Wales. Based in 
Pembrokeshire, SW Wales, she will be 
working alongside Dr Holly Whiteley 
who is based in North Wales.

Emma is a highly experienced marine 
researcher with a strong track record of 
working with UK inshore fishing and 
aquaculture industries; and over 25 years’ 
experience living and working in South 
Wales. She is an expert in shellfisheries 
with a detailed knowledge of the seafood 
supply chain, and has delivered fisheries-
related projects in academia, as well as 
the public sector.

On taking up the new role Emma said: 
“I’m looking forward to working with my 
Seafish colleagues and the Seafish Wales 
Advisory Committee to deliver projects 
and initiatives of benefit to the Welsh 
seafood industry.”

EX FISHERMAN BECOMES NEW 
FISHING GEAR SPECIALIST

n A trawlerman with 31 years fishing 
experience has been appointed as the new 
Fishing Gear Technologist with Seafish. 

David Warwick will take on the role 
of Gear Technologist, building on the 

work of Mike Montgomerie retired 
after 22 years in the job. David, who 
recently appeared in the BBC television 
series Cornwall: This Fishing Life, first 
set foot on a boat aged five when he went 
to sea with his father.

Aged 20 he became one of the youngest 
people to get his Skipper’s ticket when he 
left Banff and Buchan College in 1992. 
He stayed in Scotland fishing for a few 
years on various trawlers in the north 
east.

David, who eventually ended up fishing 
in the south west where he lives, says: 
“Fishing is in my blood. I’ve been on 
every type of fishing boat and sailed the 
UK waters.

“I saw the Seafish role and felt the time 
was right to come ashore. I wanted to still 
be involved in fishing in some way and 
keep in touch with the fishing community. 
This is perfect and it’s my way of 
giving something back to the fishing 
community.”

David is looking forward to carrying on 
the training courses at the Hirtshals Tank 
in Denmark where he first met Mike and 
which he attended three times, and doing 
more gear trials and improving selectivity 
of gear.

For further information on the Gear 
Database visit www.seafish.org/gear or 
contact David by email 
david.warwick@seafish.co.uk. 

CATCH RECORDING 
IMPLEMENTATION CONTINUES

n According to the Marine Management 
Organisation’s (MMO) website, following 
feedback from fishermen and talks with 
the National Federation of Fishermen’s 
Organisations (NFFO), ‘further 
improvements’ have been made to the 

new electronic catch recording ‘service’ 
for under-10m vessels. 

Despite reservations expressed by 
inshore representatives, mandatory 
electronic catch recording for under-10m 
boats in England began last November, 
and requires that fishermen log their 
catches prior to landing. 

Three-quarters of the UK’s active small 
scale fishing fleet have so far signed up 
and over 5000 records have already been 
recorded, says the MMO. 

All skippers in the inshore fleet of 
around 2000 small fishing boats (under-10 
metres long) are being asked to register 
and record the species and weight of their 
catch.

Doing so, the MMO says, “will provide 
the accurate information needed to 
help get the best deal for future quota 
allocations and better reflect fishing 
interests in future marine development.”

In response to a huge amount of 
criticism that has been levelled against 
the system by the inshore sector since 
rollout, the MMO last month confirmed 
that following talks with NFFO updates to 
the service had been made, and provided 
assurances that those reporting the weight 
of their catch in good faith would not face 
prosecution.

Tom McCormack, Chief Executive 
Officer of the MMO said, “Fishermen 
who are recording catches to the best of 
their ability have no need to worry”. 

The MMO say also “they will continue 
to support the English fleet to adapt to 
using the new digital solution with further 
engagement and support.”

In Wales, following feedback from 
industry, implementation of the system 
was delayed by the Welsh government 
last November and is due to begin the 
end of February, with the provision that 

Legislation aimed at 
creating the powers for 
the UK to operate as an 

independent coastal state and 
manage its fish stocks outside 
the EU was published by the 
British government on January 
29th, in anticipation of the 
UK’s eventual departure from 
the Common Fisheries Policy 
(currently set for later this 
year). 

According to the 
government press release 
accompanying the Bill’s 
publication, the introduction 
of the Fisheries Bill delivers 
a legal guarantee the UK will 
leave the Common Fisheries 
Policy (CFP) at the end of 
the Transition Period, in 
December 2020 and ends 
current automatic rights for 
EU vessels to fish in British 
waters. In future, access to fish 
in UK waters will be a matter 
for the UK to negotiate.

As well as powers to 
implement new deals 
negotiated with the EU 
and other coastal states, set 
quotas, fishing opportunities 
and days at sea, the Bill 
includes new measures for 
Devolved Governments and 
a single set of UK-wide 
fisheries objectives relating 
to fish stocks and the marine 
environment. 

Changes to funding rules 
enabling the UK government 
to provide financial support 
for the breadth of what is 
currently funded by the 
EU’s European Maritime 
and Fisheries Fund, 
such as training and port 
improvements, are also 
included in the legislation. 

With respect the Bill, 
then Environment Secretary 
Theresa Villiers said: “This 
new Fisheries Bill takes 
back control of our waters, 

enabling the UK to create a 
sustainable, profitable fishing 
industry for our coastal 
communities, whilst securing 
the long term health of British 
fisheries.

“Leaving the EU’s failed 
Common Fisheries Policy 
is one of the most important 
benefits of Brexit. It means 
we can create a fairer system 
which will allow marine 
habitats to thrive, with new 
powers to support our fishing 
sector and conserve our 
wonderful Blue Belt at home 
and abroad.”

Fisheries Minister George 
Eustice said: “The Fisheries 
Bill gives us the powers 
to implement our own 
independent fisheries policy, 
improve our marine habitats 
and make decisions based on 
the health of our fish stocks 
not vested interests.

“For many people in 

coastal communities, taking 
back control and leaving the 
Common Fisheries Policy 
is at the heart of getting 
Brexit done, and this Bill 
delivers for the environment, 
fishermen and the Union.”

Welcoming the Bill, Barrie 
Deas, Chief Executive of 
the National Federation of 
Fishermen’s Organisations, 
said: “The central purpose 
of the Bill is to give UK 
Ministers powers to manage 
UK fisheries after we leave 
the Common Fisheries Policy. 
We very much welcome that.” 

Since the new Fisheries 
Bill was introduced, Boris 
Johnson’s cabinet reshuffle 
has seen George Eustice 
replace Theresa Villiers as 
Environment Secretary. 

At the time of writing, the 
Fisheries Bill is currently 
being debated in the House of 
Lords.

Dave Warwick 

n

Shipyards
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https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.gov.uk/transition
http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=AqX%2Fyxxn%2FCsKfNEzXNs%2BvxKe7ZZW379%2BIapVVCHkcj06tGRioNXHyUtUx1lMYmhlW%2BqQFsHtEtcaoRJLXTl%2BP%2Fo80h%2Bflowf05Sh3Q8ZKzGNvUYOclng16tgnYqDu9ES&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fprogrammes%2Fm000d24t&I=20200206100012.000004692193%40mail6-60-usnbn1&X=MHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVlM2FlYzE0ZWVkMGFiMDlmNjhmYzBkMjs%3D&S=urc7kqeRhcW6_OuMGdIm3qvEHU5WgAUo_CBH7by8gVo
http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=AqX%2Fyxxn%2FCsKfNEzXNs%2BvxKe7ZZW379%2BIapVVCHkcj06tGRioNXHyUtUx1lMYmhlW%2BqQFsHtEtcaoRJLXTl%2BP%2Fo80h%2Bflowf05Sh3Q8ZKzGNvUYOclng16tgnYqDu9ES&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seafish.org%2Fgear&I=20200206100012.000004692193%40mail6-60-usnbn1&X=MHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVlM2FlYzE0ZWVkMGFiMDlmNjhmYzBkMjs%3D&S=ryDiYUfWGl6qwaKQC-4n_-u9l5PlhHUypxXwIeTxWow
mailto:david.warwick@seafish.co.uk
https://nffo.org.uk/
https://nffo.org.uk/
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Scotland’s seafood processors are 
demanding continued tariff-free 
trade and access to labour in 

any Brexit deal reached between the 
UK and the EU. 

In a new 2020 Vision document, 
the Scottish Seafood Association 
(SSA) has outlined the sector’s key 
objectives for the trade negotiations 
and beyond, with minimal impact 
on the sale of seafood in EU markets 
and recognition of its businesses’ 
employment needs the joint top 
priorities. 

SSA chief executive Jimmy 
Buchan said: “Fundamental to 
the processing sector will be the 
continuation of tariff-free trade with 
the EU and no introduction of non-
trade barriers.  

“In 2016, the UK exported £1,640 

million worth of seafood, of which 
71% went to EU countries. 

“We are urging ministers in the 
forthcoming negotiations to balance 
the needs of the processing sector for 
continued unfettered access to EU 
markets with the expectations of the 
catching sector.” 

He added: “Equally importantly, 
the UK Government’s proposed 
points-based framework for 
immigration must take into account 
the sector’s employment needs. 

“We are dependent upon migrant 
workers from other EEA countries, 
which make up 48% of the 
workforce as a whole and 70% in the 
North East of Scotland, so it is vital 
that our members are able to gain 
continued access to this labour pool.” 

The SSA is also calling for a 
fit-for-purpose replacement for the 
European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund (EMFF), which will expire at 
the end of the transition period in 
December this year.

“We believe strongly that the 
principles and priorities of the 
new funding regime must not be 
hamstrung by damaging limitations 
such as state aid, so that access 
to funding for our members is as 
open as possible to allow continued 
innovation and development across 
the sector.”

The Skipper INTERNATIONAL News

SSA Chief Exectutive, Jimmy Buchan
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•  No. of companies: 228
•  No. of countries represented: 20
•  No. of visitors: 1870
•  59% of visitors involved in   
       making purchasing decisions

For more information on 
Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 
2020 please contact:

Sharon Boyle
Commercial Fishing Manager

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

Tel: 00353 (0)74 95 48037 
Mobile: 00353 (0)86 8401250

Web: www.theskipper.ie
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The Scottish Seafood 
Summit will return to 
Aberdeen on Wednesday 

29 and Thursday 30 April this 
year, following a successful 
inaugural event last year. 

The two day event will 
provide a platform for the 
Scottish industry to discuss 
the issues that matter to them. 
Leading seafood industry 
figureheads are being lined up 
to share insights on the current 
seafood industry climate and 
look to the future. 

As well as the latest changes 
affecting the seafood industry 
post Brexit,  the first day of the 
event will look at improving 
workplace standards, incoming 
changes to regulations for the 
processing sector and advances 
in gear selectivity and gear 
recycling for the catching sector. 

Day two will focus on the 

economic and political climate 
as the UK enters the Brexit 
transition period and the 
shifting landscape in securing a 
sustainable supply of seafood.

The event is organised by 
Seafish, the public body that 
supports the £10bn UK seafood 
industry. Its Scottish Seafish 
Advisory Committee, which 
includes representatives from 
fishing, processing, aquaculture 
and the Scottish Government, 
has helped to shape the agenda 
based on local needs.

Seafish Chief Executive, 
Marcus Coleman, said: “As the 
largest gathering of seafood 
experts in this part of the UK, 
The Scottish Seafood Summit 
is becoming an important event 
in the Scottish seafood industry 
calendar.

“With big changes coming, 
we want to look at the 

challenges and opportunities 
facing the processing and 
catching sectors. We’ve listened 
to what the Scottish industry 
is asking for and provided a 
platform for them to come 
together to debate and discuss 
what matters to them.”

The event, which is free to 
attend, will be held at a new 
venue, the Mercure Ardoe 
House Hotel, Aberdeen. It opens 
on Wednesday 29 April with 
concurrent afternoon sessions 
for the processing and catching 
sectors, followed by a Seafood 
Fayre showcasing a wide range 
of delicious Scottish seafood. 

The conversation continues 
the following day on Thursday 
30 April with a focus on some of 

the key strategic issues likely to 
impact the seafood supply chain 
including climate change and 
microplastics in seafood.

The Scottish Seafood Summit 
will bring together 200 delegates 
from across the country. 
Registration is now open and 
those interested in attending 
are advised to book to secure a 
place.
For further information 

about the event and to book 
tickets visit the Seafish 
website: http://bit.ly/scotseafood.
Businesses interested in 

exhibiting at the Seafood Fayre 
should contact Nikki Hawkins 
at Seafish on nikki.hawkins@
seafish.co.uk or 07876 035763 
to register their interest.

Serious doubts have been raised 
concerning the manner in 
which the sustainability of fish 

stocks is assessed in the ‘real world’ 
using the theoretical construct, 
maximum sustainable yield (MSY). 

Though maximising sustainable 
yields from fisheries over the long 
term may be a worthy objective in 
general terms, arbitrary targets for 
MSY are a “political commitment 
rather than a biological or 
management necessity”, according 
to an expert paper produced by the 
Shetland Fishermen’s Association.

The paper points out that 
although setting fishing quotas in 
line with MSY is an internationally 
agreed commitment, it is an 
extremely difficult concept to 
measure in practice and this 
can result in counterproductive 
management decisions. 

MSY is based on the concept 
that there is a maximum amount of 
fish in any given stock that can be 
fished without depleting the overall 
size of the stock from year to year. 
However, the paper argues that this 
does not reflect the “complexity, 
variability and uncertainty of the 
real world”. 

It says: “The so-called ‘MSY-
approach’ to fisheries management 
is not based on the knowledge of the 
maximum sustainable yields from 
fish stocks, but rather on various 
proxies. Most of these in turn are 
based in turn on historic levels of 
abundance.

“The political commitment 
to MSY takes no account of the 
difficulties of achieving MSY in 
practice. Instead, it has resulted in 
unrealistic targets and unrealistic 

timescales.” 
The paper points out that the 

swingeing cut to the North Sea 
cod quota for 2020 was a political 
requirement to meet an arbitrary 
target based on what the cod stock 
was in 1996. 

In the real world, it is not possible 
to identify the actual maximum 
sustainable yield of a fish stock 
“since we lack a sufficiently detailed 
understanding of the relationships 
between the size of fish stocks and 
their recruitment and growth, as 
well as density-depending factors 
such as competition and predation 
that affect their production”. 

“Further, in the real world 
the production of fish stocks is 
affected by a multiplicity of varying 
environmental factors which affect 
their recruitment, growth and 
survival. 

“Consequently, the production of 
fish stocks varies from year to year 
(and over other timescales): what 
may be sustainable in one year may 
not be sustainable in another.”

Thus, the paper concludes by 
stating: “The danger of the current 
approach to MSY is that it imposes 
unrealistic targets and timescales 
on fisheries. Fisheries managers 
are forced to grapple with political 
objectives rather than biological 
issues. 

“Attempting to meet arbitrary 
targets causes significant damage 
to the fishing industry without 
contributing positively to the 
sustainability of fish stocks. 

“It is highly likely that the 
damage caused by efforts to achieve 
MSY will outweigh the benefits of 
doing so.”

Scottish Seafood processors 
call for continued tariff-free 
trade and access to labour

Failure by the government 
to gain full control of 
access to UK waters 

in the next phase of Brexit 
negotiations would be a 
“colossal betrayal” of the 
fishing industry, according 
to the Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation (SFF). 

Delivering this 
uncompromising messaged 
prior to the UK’s formal exit 
from the EU on January 31, 
SFF chief executive Elspeth 
Macdonald said: “We are now 
entering the transition period, 
and for our members that 
means a phased exit from the 
Common Fisheries Policy that 

must be completed by the end 
of this year. 

“But if we are to secure 
the benefits that leaving the 
CFP will bring, the Sea of 
Opportunity that lies just over 
the horizon, the UK must have 
sovereignty over who catches 
what, where and when in our 
waters. 

“To be clear, we have never 
said that we wanted to deny 
EU vessels the opportunity to 
fish in UK waters post-Brexit. 
Our consistent position has 
been that we want unfettered 
control over access. Then, as a 
coastal state, we can negotiate 
with the EU and others on an 

A major drive to improve 
standards across the 
seafood processing sector 

in Scotland has paid dividends. 
Nine companies have succeeded 

in achieving the new Scottish 
Seafood Association Standard, and 
of those, six are being assessed for 
SALSA (Safe and Local Supplier 
Approval) accreditation. 

The SSA Standard is an 
initiative that involves the training 
of staff, guidance on aspects of 
the business, factory audits and 
mentoring. 

SSA Chief Executive Jimmy 
Buchan said: “A significant part 
of the remit of the SSA is to drive 
up standards across the sector 
in Scotland – putting the pro- in 
processing if you like.

“We are determined that all of 
our processor members will gain 
the SSA Standard, giving seafood 
consumers the confidence that the 
highest standards of food hygiene 
and processing practices are being 
upheld. 

“We are dedicated to improving 
the quality and safety of 
workplaces and investing in people 
who work in the sector to improve 
their skills.” 

Suzanne Robertson, Business 

Development Executive of 
Aberdeenshire Council, who 
has been closely involved in 
the project, said: “Through the 
SALSA and SSA accreditation, 
the Scottish Seafood Association 
is ensuring the industry is 
improving both its skills base and 
standards. 

“It is also making the seafood 
industry a far more attractive 
career choice for many within 
our communities. The wider 
seafood sector is already a 
vitally important part of the local 
economy and Aberdeenshire 
Council is delighted to help drive 
its continuing economic growth 
through this initiative.”

 The SSA Standard is 
being funded by the industry, 
Aberdeenshire Council, Scotland 
Food & Drink, NESFLAG 
(EMFF) and Seafish. 

The nine successful companies 
are: Seafood Sourcing Ltd, 
Enterfoods, Jack Taylor Ltd, 
GMR Seafoods Ltd, Braehead 
(SFO Enterprises Ltd), J H 
Milne Peterhead Ltd, Sustainable 
Seafoods Peterhead Ltd, Jack Fish 
Co Ltd and Messers J Smith. The 
first six of these are awaiting the 
results of their SALSA audits.

Fishing and processing on the agenda as Scottish 
Seafood Summit returns to Aberdeen this spring

New heights for seafood 
processing sector as companies 
gain SSA standard

‘Real world’ MSY Concerns 
from Shetland fishermen
A political commitment rather 
than a biological necessity

No Brexit betrayal, warns SFF annual basis in international 
forums. 

“This is what Norway, 
Iceland and Faroe – and indeed 
the EU itself – do. Over time 
this will allow the UK to obtain 
a much fairer share of the 
quota in its own waters than 
the 40% it is entitled to under 
the CFP.” 

Ms Macdonald added: 
“There is still a palpable feeling 
within the industry that it was 
let down badly when the UK 
joined the CFP. Any failure 
to leave it on the right terms 
would be a colossal betrayal.” 

She further highlighted 
the need for the forthcoming 
Fisheries Agreement that will 
be negotiated between the 
UK and the EU27 to set out 

over-arching principles and 
not become burdened with 
technical details of fisheries 
management. 

Ms Macdonald also 
emphasised that there could be 
no link between access to UK 
waters and EU market access.

 The government cannot 
surrender to pressure from the 
EU on trade – there is simply 
no precedent for this in any 
EU fisheries agreement with 
third parties and it would 
compromise the key principle 
of sovereignty over access to 
our waters.

“The Scottish fishing 
industry is not a bargaining 
chip, but a sector that has been 
subjected to a historic wrong 
that needs to be put right.”

Scottish Seafood Summit

mailto:nikki.hawkins@seafish.co.uk
mailto:nikki.hawkins@seafish.co.uk
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ISLES seafood exports 
to China are suffering a 
double-whammy as Scottish 

salmon sales have been affected 
by the coronavirus, adding to 
a freeze on live brown crab 
exports.

The Scottish Government 
announced a “package of 
support” earlier in February in 
a bid to shore up the flagging 
fortunes of the crab trade, 
which has been effectively 
halted by intensive Chinese 
testing for the heavy metal 
cadmium.

Fisheries secretary Fergus 
Ewing branded the crab export 
situation as “critical”. China, 
which only opened to crab 
exports in 2015, has been an 
important market, especially in 
light of Brexit uncertainty over 
Europe.

Chief executive of the 
Shellfish Association of Great 
Britain David Jarrad said that 
the coronavirus had paralysed 
all trade with China, but 
underlying that, the testing 
regime for cadmium had put the 
crab trade on hold.

With 86 per cent of shellfish 
landed in the UK going to 
export, the uncertainty over 
Brexit and the present loss of 
the hard-won Chinese market 
mean troubled times for the 
industry. 

UK crab exports to China are 
worth £35m to £40m annually. 

Jarrad said: “A large 
proportion of that [UK 
landings] goes to the EU and a 
significant proportion to China. 

“It was that opening of the 
China trade in 2015 that started 
a very significant increase in 

the landed price of brown crab 
that the sector has enjoyed for 
three and a half years.

“Trade has ground to a halt. 
The primary factor here is that 
China has a different standard 
for levels of heavy metals in 
crab than the UK or EU.”

All the live crab are tested, 
but the three or four day 
turnaround leaves so many dead 
that neither buyers are sellers 
are interested in the trade, even 
if some live shellfish can be 
released to the market, said 
Jarrad.

“As an organisation we are 
very aware of the situation and 
we are working hard with the 
Scottish and UK Government 
to help that situation and 
find alternative markets and 
hopefully in the long-term 
rectify the China trade,” he 
added.

China previously banned 
brown crab imports in 2015, 
shortly after the market was 
opened, before lifting the ban 
the following year. The latest 
controls were imposed in 2019, 
prompting Holyrood to seek 
diversification of the market.

According to the Scottish 
Government, the UK accounts 
for 90 per cent of live brown 
crab imports to China and 
50 per cent of these are from 
Scotland – totalling £16 million 
a year.

Ewing said: “With the 
Chinese Government increasing 
its control measures around 
the import of live brown crab, 
the sector is reaching a critical 
situation.

“We are working closely with 
the UK Government to find a 

resolution with the Chinese 
Government, but it is a complex 
situation that is taking time to 
resolve.

“Following consultation 
with key stakeholders and 
our enterprise agencies, I 
am unveiling a package of 
measures to support this 
vital coastal industry to seek 
alternative markets.”

The measures include: 
funding for businesses to 
attend international trade 
shows, access to a bespoke 
‘showcasing Scotland’ space 
at these shows, and the 
facilitation of “meet the buyer” 
events, including supporting 
an inward mission to Scotland 
for international buyers. The 
aim is to create more export 
opportunities to more countries.

“Many of the affected 
businesses diversified into 
the Chinese market due to the 
uncertainties around Brexit and 

future access to the EU market. 
It is only right therefore that we 
seek to support them through 
this very challenging time, as 
we continue to work to find a 
resolution,” added Ewing.

EU regulations on cadmium 
only cover ‘white meat’ which 
is the main edible element 
for consumers – however, the 
law in China covers all edible 
parts including brown meat 
which contains higher levels of 
cadmium.

According to Scottish 
Salmon Producers 
Organisation, meanwhile, 
the coronavirus has started 
to bite into fish exports, with 
movement of goods and people 
shut down in large parts of the 
country.

A spokesman for the SSPO 
said: “We are obviously 
monitoring the situation 
very closely: China is a very 
important market for us.”

Alister Carmichael

SHETLAND NEWS By Peter Johnson, Chris Hope and Hans J Marter / Shetland News

Chinese market for crab suffers sudden decline Orkney and Shetland MP 
Alistair Carmichael 
has warned that the 

fishing industry could be used 
as a “bargaining chip” in the 
forthcoming trade negotiations 
with the European Union.
Currently both sides are getting 
ready to talk about its future 
relationship with the aim to 
conclude these negotiations by 
the end of the year.

Documents from the 

European Commission show 
that the EU’s negotiation 
position clearly aims for 
continuing with the status 
quo of reciprocal access to 
fishing waters and resources. 
Carmichael, who has always 
campaigned against Brexit, is 
calling on the UK government 
to demonstrate “some political 
will” and stick with the many 
promises made to fishermen 
since before the Brexit 

referendum in 2016. 
“Documents from the 

European Commission make 
it plain that they see the status 
quo as the goal for fisheries 
negotiations,” the Lib Dem MP 
said. 

“The government must prove 
it has some political will to 
fulfil the many promises made 
about an independent fisheries 
policy during and after the 
election. Their words say one 
thing. Actions speak louder. 

“The move of fisheries 
from the binding Withdrawal 
Agreement into the non-binding 
Political Declaration already 
suggests that the Government 
may not be all that invested in 
“taking back control” in this 
area. 

Shetland Fishermen’s 
Association chief officer Simon 
Collins said: “The next step for 
the fishing industry is to make 
sure that the UK government 
sticks to its promises and does 
not trade away our new legal 
control over our fishing grounds 
as part of a bigger package with 
the EU. 

“That would be the sell-out 
that we have argued against 
since the EU referendum three 
and a half years ago.”

Carmichael added: “Northern 
Isles fishermen remember 
all too well the last time a 
Tory government treated the 
fishing industry as expendable. 
Repeated, explicit promises by 
this government to fishermen 
must be respected. Fisheries are 
not Boris Johnson’s bargaining 
chip with Brussels.”

THE AITH lifeboat, the 
most northerly in the 
UK, has returned home 

after being fitted with new 
navigation and communication 
equipment.

The electronics refit was 
undertaken in Inverness 
where the ship’s hull was also 
cleaned.

The modernisation of the 
on-board systems should 
make it easier for the crew to 
locate people in need at sea. 
The electrical work has also 
improved the vessel’s radar, 
direction finding and VHF 
capabilities.

RNLI mechanic John 
Robertson said: “The Aith 
Lifeboat had a major engine 
upgrade in 2017. Now, having 
introduced more modern 
electronic systems, we’re 
confident that we are as well 
equipped as possible to help 
save lives at sea.”

Meanwhile, the Shetland 
based Sikorsky S-92 search 
and rescue helicopters have 
just completed their 1,000th 
mission since Bristow 
Helicopters took over the 

coastguard contract from 
Canadian firm CHC in June 
2013.

In 2019 alone, the base 
responded to 198 distress 
calls, culminating in 232 
people rescued and 470 flying 
hours. 

The 1,000th tasking saw the 
crew—Captain Roger Sherriff, 
Co-pilot Pete Richardson, 
winch operator Rob 
Glendinning and winchman 
Marty Davis—attend a 
medical evacuation from an 
offshore facility in the North 
Sea.

Notable missions during the 
last six and half years included 
the rescue of 15 people from a 
Spanish fishing boat Coelleira 
at Vee Skerries, on the west 
coast of Shetland in August 
last year.

Chief pilot at Sumburgh 
Capt. Stuart Cunliffe said: 
“Our team can be called out 
at any time to respond to a 
range of incidents, often in 
challenging conditions in 
some of the harshest weather 
the Islands and North of 
Scotland has to offer.”

Fishermen on high alert as EU trade talks loom

TECHNICIANS were 
busy fitting out Wi-Fi 
to the new Scalloway 

fish market mid-month, after 
Shetland Islands Council 
took possession of the 
building on 5 February.

Workers continued with 
snagging works after the 
handover, said marine 
and airport infrastructure 
manager Andrew Inkster, 
who added that the market 
was now virtually ready for 
operation.

 Work on the £5.6 million 
market has been undertaken 
by the Aberdeen based 
CHAP group with local 
contractors such as EMN 
Plant Ltd, Delting site 
services Ltd and Arch 
Henderson among the 
companies involved.

 The market, which has 
been described as a “step 
change” in how fish is 
sold in the isles, doubles 
the floor space of the old 
unit and offers improved 
electronic auctioning, which 
has already been hailed as 
a life saver for the local 
industry.

 Senior project manager 
Stewart Douglas took 
the opportunity to thank 
everyone involved in the 
construction which had 
been completed safely and 
“ahead of schedule and 
within budget”, which he 
called an “unprecedented 
achievement”.

 A new fish market that 
offers similar advantages 
over its predecessor will 
open shortly in Lerwick.

New fish market handed 
over to council

Lifeboat upgrade and 
helicopter milestone
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One of the ampiphods tested for microplastics at Deersound, Orkney

ICELAND NEWS By Gudjón EinarssonORKNEY NEWS By Craig Taylor

Microplastics on seagrass 
blades and in grazing 
creatures on Orkney 
shores

MICROPLASTICS 
are accumulating in 
Orkney’s seagrass beds 

at much higher rates than in the 
areas surrounding them.

Marine scientists from Heriot-
Watt surveyed a 100m area of a 
seagrass bed in Orkney and found 
microplastics on all seagrass 
blades and in over 94 per cent of 
all samples collected.

Microplastic pollution is now 
common in marine environments, 
with areas like rivers and 
estuaries particularly vulnerable 

to high levels of pollution.
The scientists measured the 

presence of microplastics in 
Orkney’s seagrass beds by taking 
samples of seagrass, the small 
creatures that live on the blades, 
like sea snails, shrimp-like 
amphipods, worms, and sediment 
from the seabed.

The team confirmed that 
the seagrass bed was home to 
much higher concentrations of 
microplastics than the adjacent 
sediment: seagrass beds tend to 
accumulate particles like sand 
and mud.

Dr Mark Hartl from Heriot-
Watt University in Edinburgh 
said: “Seagrasses are very 
sensitive habitats and perform 

a number of critical functions. 
They bind and characterise the 
shoreline, create habitats for other 
species and protect them from 
predators.

“Every blade of seagrass we 
examined had microplastic flakes, 
fibres or fragments sticking or 
adhering to it.

“We did notice that the number 
of microplastics varied depending 
on where the blade was along the 
transect line, but this was likely 
influenced by slight differences 
in the density of seagrass canopy 
cover and reflects the generally 
patchy nature of microplastics 
contamination.

“The water above the seagrass 
beds contained more than 
double the average amount of 
microplastics in bare sediment, 
while seagrass blades were 
around 20 per cent higher. The 
seagrass sediment was around 40 
per cent higher.

“The average number of 
microplastics found in the sea 
snails and other grazing creatures 
matched the average number 
found on the seagrass blades. 

“This suggests that seagrass 
grazers may be exposed to more 
microplastics than sediment-
dwelling organisms.”

Dr Angela Capper, based at 
Central Queensland University, 
Australia highlighted: “The 
impact of microplastics on marine 
creatures and environments isn’t 
fully understood.

“It is concerning, however, 
that such a sensitive habitat 
is sequestering such high 
concentrations of microplastics.

“The species that live in 
seagrass beds, and in particular 
the larval and juvenile fish, will 
be vulnerable to any negative 
impacts associated with 
microplastics.

“A follow up larger scale 
study on the microplastics 
contamination of Orkney seagrass 
beds is currently being prepared 
for publication.”

The research was carried out 
by Dr Angela Capper, Dr Mark 
Hartl, Dr Mike Bell and MSc 
student Katherine Jones

Dr Angela Capper is also 
looking at this issue on a 
larger scale along the Central 
Queensland coast of Australia 
with the Coastal Marine 
Ecosystems Research Centre 
(CMERC) at Central Queensland 
University, to determine the 
extent and mechanisms involved 
in microplastic loading in 
seagrass canopies and potential 
impacts to grazing organisms.

The research was published 
in the Marine Pollution Bulletin, 
available online here at www.
sciencedirect.com/science/
article/pii/S0025326X20300011

This work was carried out as an 
MSc project within Heriot-Watt’s 
MSc in Marine Science: www.
hw.ac.uk/study/uk/postgraduate/
international-marine-science.

Fishermen’s views should be heard

ORKNEY and Shetland MP, Alistair 
Carmichael, highlighted the risks of a 
centralised fisheries policy post-Brexit 

in a Westminster debate on fisheries.
Mr Carmichael noted the risk of repeating 

the harm caused by a centralised policy on 
fisheries and called for a more dynamic 
policy using fishermen’s views and up-to-date 
science.

Speaking at the debate, Mr Carmichael 
said: “The next few months are going to 
be formative for the future of fisheries 
management in this country. Unless the 
promises that have been made to fishing 
communities are honoured in full then there 
will be a heavy political price to be paid in the 
future.

“When it comes to remote, centralised 
mismanagement of fisheries, our Governments 
in London and Edinburgh are just as capable 
of treating the industry with the same high-
handed attitude.

“What matters is that the science on 
which the decisions are made is sound and 

considered in a timely manner. Using ICES 
(International Council for the Exploration of 
the Sea) advice when it is two years out of 
date before it informs a decision is wrong and 
unproductive. The industry will be looking to 
the Minister to ensure they deliver on that.”

Responding at the end of the debate, the 
Minister of State for Fisheries, George Eustice 
MP said: “Our approach will be to move 
away from the unfair and unscientific Relative 
Stability Sharing Mechanism to a modern 
more scientific approach.

“We will use our best endeavours to get a 
partnership by July. If we do not we will still 
negotiate as an independent coastal state.”

Reacting after the debate, Mr Carmichael 
said: “Taking back control of fisheries will be 
meaningless if we swap central planning in 
Brussels for more central planning in London 
or Edinburgh. 

“The Government must aim for a dynamic 
system, in which the knowledge of fishermen 
who know their waters is combined with 
up-to-date scientific advice. It is essential that 
we learn from the mistakes of the Common 
Fisheries Policy and do not repeat them.”

Risks of centralised fisheries policy highlighted Fisheries research vessels 
visits Orkney

THE Marine Scotland Science research vessel, 
Scotia has again been active in Orkney 
waters recently.

The vessel is pictured berthed at Hatston Pier, 
having come in to the pier during bad weather.

Between January 24 and February 13, the 
vessel was busy undertaking an internationally 
co-ordinated demersal trawling survey in the North 
Sea, which also included various forms of sampling 
and studies, such as collecting herring and sprat 
larvae, as well as hydrography studies, including 
recording surface and bottom temperatures and 
salinity.

Plastic pollution under the microscope

Research vessel Scotia (Craig Taylor)

In 2019 no Icelander lost 
his or her life at sea. This 
is the third year in a row 

with no fatalities occurring 
in the Icelandic fleet and 
the sixth year since the turn 
of the century. The number 
of commercial fishermen in 
Iceland is approximately 5,000, 
but many more go out fishing 
or just sailing for recreational 
purposes. All vessels over 
6 metres are obliged to 
be registered and undergo 
supervisions. Around 1,100 
decked vessels and 1,200 open 
boats are registered, according 
to the Icelandic Transport 
Authority. With respect the 
heavy loss of lives at sea in the 
past it is almost a miracle how 
much has been accomplished 
regarding safety in recent years.

EQUIVALENT OF 1,000 
LIVES LOST

Iceland, as probably most 
fishing nations in the North-
Atlantic Ocean, has a history 
of horrible sacrifices at sea. 
For centuries it was considered 
almost inevitable that those 
who ventured out to sea to fish 
were risking their lives. And the 
losses were often heavy. Here is 
an example. During the winter 
season of the year 1700, a total 
of 33 Icelandic boats perished 
and with them 160 fishermen. 
That year the population of 
Iceland was around 50,000. 
Compared with the population 
of the country today this is the 
equivalent of 1,000 lives lost 

now in a single fishing season.

400 ENGLISH FISHERMEN 
PERISHED

Foreign fishing fleets plied 
the Icelandic fishing grounds 
for hundreds of years and many 
fishermen did not return. In 
1419, for example, a fleet of at 
least 25 English ships went down 
off the south coast of Iceland 
on a single day, April the 13th, 
and no one was saved. Almost 
400 fishermen drowned during 
the 3-4 hours the storm lasted, 
according to contemporary 
chronicles.

LOSSES IN THE 20TH 
CENTURY

As late as the early 1900s 
over a hundred Icelandic 
fishermen were lost at sea year 
after year. Between 1900 and 
1974 around 3,600 Icelanders 
lost their lives at sea. That is 
48 persons on average every 
year. In the late 20th century 
things finally started to improve 
but it is only in recent years 
that fatalities at sea have been 
reduced to next to none.

THE REASONS?

So what are the reasons 
for this extraordinary 
achievement? The answer is: 
Better ships and supervision, 
mandatory attendance for 
all seamen at The Maritime 
Safety and Survival Training 
Centre, automatic electronic 

surveillance of every ship 
at sea, reinforcement of the 
Coast Guard and well equipped 
volunteer rescue teams on alert 
in every port. The ITQ system 
which has led to the reduction 
of the fishing fleet has also 

played a role, and dissuaded 
fishermen from going out 
to sea in uncertain weather. 
Improved weather forecasts are 
also a factor. And last but not 
least greater safety awareness 
amongst the ordinary seamen.   

Once again! No person lost at sea

Since the Brits voted to leave 
the European Union in 2016, 
Iceland has been concerned 

about future trade between the 
two countries. After all the UK is 
Iceland’s most valuable trading 
partner, second only to the United 
States. 

Britain is the most important 
market for Icelandic seafood 
with 18% of the total fish export. 
Iceland is also the biggest 
individual supplier of seafood to 
the UK market. Approximately 
75% of the fish sold at the fish 
market in Grimsby comes from 
Iceland. Between 40 and 50 
fish companies in Grimsby are 
dependent on a steady flow of 
fish from Iceland all year round. 
Barriers and restrictions related to 

Brexit would hurt both parties. 

Totally free trade

Discussions have taken place 
between Iceland and Britain 
in recent months, but official 
negotiations have yet to start. 
Iceland hopes for totally free 
trade for seafood, like the EU has 
recently negotiated with Canada, 
or else a free trade agreement at 
least as favourable as the current 
EU trade agreement. 

Britain and Iceland do not 
have fishing rights in each other’s 
jurisdictions. Icelandic officials 
have made it clear in the media 
that trading fishing quotas for 
free access to markets is not an 
option. 

Iceland and Brexit

A rescue operation by the 
Icelandic Coast Guard.

www.hipower.ie

Total System Solutions to the 
Marine Hydraulic Market

Email: sales@hipower.ie

Cork
021-4301742

Dublin
01-4640255

Belfast
028-90839085

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0025326X20300011
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0025326X20300011
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0025326X20300011
http://www.hw.ac.uk/study/uk/postgraduate/international-marine-science.htm
http://www.hw.ac.uk/study/uk/postgraduate/international-marine-science.htm
http://www.hw.ac.uk/study/uk/postgraduate/international-marine-science.htm
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This is a landmark year for 
Irish Skipper Expo 2020, 
with this showcase event 

for the Irish fishing industry 
being staged at the fantastic 
new venue of UL Sport Arena 
in Limerick, which for the first 
time will bring all the exhibitors 
under the one roof in a spacious 
exhibiting hall.

Sponsored by Irish seafood 
development agency, BIM, and 
leading marine insurer Cavanagh 
Hooper Dolan Insurances, and 
with over 140 companies from 
14 different countries exhibiting, 
the expo will have something for 
everyone, with virtually every 
equipment and support service 
sector of the fishing industry 
represented. The exhibiting floor 
space is more than double the 
size of last year’s expo.

Four boatbuilding companies 
will also be present in the outside 
display arena, giving visitors 
the opportunity to see at first-

hand some of the latest fishing 
vessel designs on the market. 
The outside area will also feature 
displays from the Coastguard 
and BIM’s Coastal Training Unit.

For the first time, there will 
be visitor registration at the 
expo. Visitors can register at the 
entrance of the expo, but those 
looking to beat the queues can 
pre-register at www.theskipper.
ie/irish-skipper-expo/.

Other highlights include safety 
demos hosted by the RNLI, 
which will be held in the UL 
Sport Arena’s swimming pool 
– Ireland’s first Olympic sized 
pool. 

There will also be the 
“Fishermen’s Fling” - a special 
Charity Gala Evening which will 
replace the traditional Skipper 
Expo Buffet, in the Castletroy 
Park Hotel on Friday 13th 
March, with all the proceeds 
going to support families of 
Irish fishermen (information 

on buying tickets at www.
eventbrite.ie/e/the-fishermens-
fling-tickets-78888851679 ).  

Sharon Boyle of show 
organiser Mara Media said: “We 
are thrilled at the huge amount 
of interest in the event, with the 
expo being significantly bigger 
than previous shows.

 “The expo will be a great 

place to do business, as well as 
providing the ideal venue for the 
fishing industry to network and 
socialise.”

Irish Skipper Expo 2020 
will be held at UL Sport Arena 
in Limerick on 13th and 
14th March, opening times 
10am – 6pm on Friday 13th and 
10am – 4pm on Saturday 14th     

Show Sponsors Charlie Cavanagh, Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances and 
Jim O’Toole BIM along with Show Organiser Hugh Bonner, The Skipper. 

Irish Skipper Expo

SHOW NEWS
V94X T66, UL ARENA, LIMERICK - MAR 13-14, 2020

Proud Sponsors

Growth of Irish Skipper Expo reaches new heights

STAND

115

BIM Sponsor of 

IRISH SKIPPER EXPO

EUROPEAN UNION
This measure is part-financed 
by the European Maritime  
and Fisheries Fund

Ireland’s EU Structural and
Investment Funds Programmes
2014 - 2020

Co-funded by the Irish Government
and the European Union
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Email: info@chd.ie  Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is regulated 
by the Central Bank of Ireland

Many vessels are having to change their 
lubricating oil to a biodegradable one, but 
Environmentally Acceptable Lubricants 

(EALs) may have some serious disadvantages - but 
don’t worry CJC has a solution! 

EALs may affect the tightness of your standard 
seals, as many conventional rubber-made seals are 
not compatible with the EAL, so there’s a serious 
risk of water ingress to your stern tube, your 
thrusters, your rudders and your controllable pitch 
propeller systems. 

One unit solves two problems… 
To provide additional filtration for particulate 
removal, and breaking a stable emulsion, C.C. 
JENSEN built the D5 combi unit, a compact plug 
and play unit, with 
only one inlet and 
one outlet,  very 
easily installed, even 
in narrow spaces, 
and ready to work in 
less than 30 minutes. 

The unit will 
effectively remove 
any particles and 
water from the 
lubricating oil, 
be it mineral or 
biodegradable, 
returning clean 
and well working 
lubricating oil to the 
system. 

STAND

BM7

Costello Boats of Co. Kerry will be displaying one of its 
popular 20ft Orca boats at Irish Skipper Expo 2020 in the 
outdoor ‘boatmart’.

These proven fibreglass open boats are widely used by Irish 
creel fishermen and the vessel will be one of the key focal 
attractions at the expo.

Costello Boats to display 
Orca creel boat

SEE YOU THERE

DAILY IN POOL 

SAFETY
DEMONSTRATIONS

IMAGES COURTESY OF RNLI

In recognition of the hard work that Limerick 
Marine Search & Rescue Service do to support   
the local coastal community, Selva Dealers  

Marine Motors (Cork City) and DT Marine (West 
Cork) will run a raffle for the duration of the Irish 
Skipper Expo 2020 to win a new lightweight Selva 
Guppy 2.5hp Outboard Motor. 

The Selva Guppy is the lightest 2.5hp on the  
market, weighing only 13.5kg and has an RRP of 
€699. It is an ideal outboard for all the family, whether 
used on a dinghy or tender, and can be easily stowed 
on board a larger vessel or transported in the back 
of a car. Raffle tickets are only €10 each and can be 
purchased from Marine Motors or DT Marine on the 
Selva Stand No.115 at the show, where the winning 
prize will be on display. 

The winning ticket will be drawn on the Selva Stand 
by a representative from LMS&RS in the afternoon 
of Saturday 14th March. All visitors to the show are 
encouraged to come along to the Selva Stand and show 
their support.  

For further information regarding Limerick 
Marine Search & Rescue Service, please see their 
website: http://lmsr.ie/ or contact Valerie Staunton  
on 0876800205 / Mal Sherlock 0868256287. 

Marine Motors can be contacted on 0214859715 
and DT Marine on 02828652. For further 
information about the Selva Marine range of 
products, please go to www.selvamarine.com.

Great raffle to win a Selva Guppy 
outboard motor

Mullion to launch new 
COMPAC 275 lifejacket

STAND

87

Keep it Dry – your Environmentally 
Acceptable Lubricants 

After the fantastic 
reception of 
the COMPACT 

SUPREME 150 newton 
lifejacket, Tony Brown of 
Mullion was approached 
by many fishermen in 
Ireland and further afield 
to come up with a 275n 
lifejacket with the same 
comforts.

Mullion have now 
tested and certified 
the new 275n single 
chamber lifejacket to 
the EN ISO 12402-
2:2006+A1 2010 
Inflatable lifejackets 
performance level 275, 
which will be on display 
at Irish Skipper Expo on 
stand 87.

 
Key features
This lifejacket is 

certified for the usage 

of an AIS (automatic 
Identification System) 
and/or a PLB (Personal 
Locator Beacon) can be 
fitted. The COMPAC 275 
offers wearers comfort 
and has a heavy duty wipe 
clean cover. The lifejacket 
is ideal for heavy 
commercial fishermen, 
crab and lobster fishermen 
and is also suitable for 
many other commercial 
workers.

It has a high abrasion 
resistance fabric, and 
tektor fabric on the lower 
sides to prevent damage. 
To increase comfort and 
avoid irritation to the 
neck there is a comfort 
collar padding and 
includes a ‘Mech back’ 
feature for better stability 
when wearing in water, 
which also improves 

weight dispersal and 
reduces pressure on the 
back of the neck.

Other features include 
zip cover fastenings on 
the back of the neck with 
burst point at the centre.

Marine grade stainless 
steel interlock belt 
buckle and D-ring 
approved as deck safety 
harness for attachment 
to safety line; detachable 
crutch strap; Inflation 
system operational 
readiness indicator 
windows on the back; 
service date information 
window also on the 
back; and marine grade 
whistle.

 There is a 40% grant 
available through the 
BIM fleet safety scheme 
(contact BIM for further 
details).

STAND

129

https://theskipper.ie/irish-skipper-expo/
https://theskipper.ie/irish-skipper-expo/
http://www.eventbrite.ie/e/the-fishermens-fling-tickets-78888851679
http://www.eventbrite.ie/e/the-fishermens-fling-tickets-78888851679
http://www.eventbrite.ie/e/the-fishermens-fling-tickets-78888851679
http://lmsr.ie/
http://www.selvamarine.com
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FLOORPLAN

EXHIBITOR LIST 
A-Z

INSIDE EXHIBITS

A
AIB (Allied Irish Bank)
AJ Cleaning                   
AJ Group          
Aquabroker                                 
Arklow Marine  
A.S.A.P Supplies
ASTANDER Shipyard  
Atlantic Marine Supplies Ltd      
Atlantic Shipping A/S

Specialists Ltd    
Marine Survey Office  
Marport                                 
McDonnells (Queen St) Ltd 
Medley Pots                                 
Mermaid Marine  
Michigan Marine Propulsion(MMP) 
MMG Welding Compact Gangway 
Systems  
Mooney Boats  
Morgere Trawl Doors  
Mullion Survival Technology      
Murphy Marine Services 

N
New Ross Boatyard
NIFA – National Inshore 
Fishermen’s Association                                 
Notus                               

O
Onsite Power Generation Ltd    

P
Padmos Engine and Ship Repair     
Pat O’Donnell & Co.     
Peter Bruce (Patsy) Ship Painters     
Polar Doors  
Prolines  
Pronomar B.V 
Portumna Marine 

R
R & D Marine   
Redmac Plant & Engineering 
Supplies 
REINTJES Britian & Ireland  
Riverdale Mills Corp.  
RNLI Fishing Safety
RNLI Fundraising  
Ruane Maritime   
Ryan & Roberts 

S
Safety Net Technologies Ltd     
Scanmar Ltd                                 
Sea-Fisheries Protection 
Authority     
Seaquest Systems 
Selva Marine
Shellfish Ireland                                
Silverline Products Scotland     
SIRM UK                               
Smart Sailors                                
Sofrimar                                
Solent Engineering Services      
South Shore Marine & Diesel    
Spencer Carter  
Swan Net Gundry 

T
Teignbridge Propellers  
The Skipper – Show Organisers   
Thistle Marine (Peterhead) Ltd    
Thyboron Trawldoors  
Todd Navigation  
Tom Hand Electronics  
Triskell Seafood  
Tysons Ship Riggers 

U
Union Chandlery 

V
Versa Dock                                

Virhydro / Hookline 
W

Water Safety Ireland
WestWard Scania 
Whispaire                                 
Wills Ridley Ltd 

Z
Ziegra Ice Machines 

OUTSIDE DISPLAYS

Audacious Marine          
BIM - Coastal Training Unit        
Blue Wave Boat Services          
Costello Boats
Irish Coast Guard
O’Sullivan Marine
Sands Marine
Seaquest Systems                                         

KEEP UP TO DATE WITH 
EVERYTHING THAT IS 
HAPPENING IN THE 
BUILD UP TO SKIPPER 
EXPO INT. GALWAY 
2019 ON OUR WEBSITE
WWW.MARAMEDIA.IE 
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B
Barrus                                
Barry Electronics  
Belco Marine    
Bere Island Boatyard  
Berthon Power Ltd  
BIM  Show Sponsors   
BOPP                               
Brunvoll AS
Brian J McMullin Solicitors 
                              

C 
Cavanagh Hooper Dolan – 
Show Sponsors  
Cavanagh Nets  

CH Marine                                 
Charity & Taylor  
Charles Cleghorn Ltd  
Christy Hannon Engineering      
CJC                              
Cleggan Marine  
Clements Engineering 
Clever Lighting & Electrical     
Craemer UK                                
Crown Marine Seats
Cummins                                 

D
D&D Insurances 
Davidsons Painters 
DCM Marine Power and 

Propulsion     
Department of Marine  
DESMI Pumping Technology     
DNG                                 
DRAWM
Doran’s Skippers Mate                               

E 
Echomaster Marine 
EK Marine                                 
Engine Solutions  
Engines Plus Ltd  
Errigal Bay                                 

F
Fairwater Fishing   
Finer Filters                                 

Finning Power Systems 
Fish Facts                                 
Fishing News                                

G
G. Smyth Boats  
Gems Ltd                                 
Global Empire Hydraulic 
Connections  
Guy Cotten UK  

H
Hose & Couplings Ireland 
Hardware & Marine Supplies      
HBG Service ehf  
Hi Power                                 
Hirtshals Yard a/s

I
Inishowen Celtic Iron
Injector Doors  
International Paint 
IX Blue                             

J
Jackson Trawls  
Jimmy Walsh – One Stop Prop 
Shop
JR Spares 

K
KER Services                                 
KK Hydraulics  
KT Nets  
                               

L
Larsen Fishing Gear  
LAST                               
Lorrimar                                 
LSM Pumps                                 
Lyngaa Marine 

M
MacGregor (GBR)  
Mantsbrite Marine 
Marine & Industrial 
Transmissions Ltd   
Marine Design International        
Marine Institute  
Marine Safety  
Marine Growth Prevention 
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Total solutions from Cummins
STAND

58How to keep your fishing 
gear from smelling like fish

O’Sullivan’s Marine 
displaying two boats

Bronze centrifugal pumps 
from Charles Cleghorn

Smart fishing enabled 
by science

STAND

31

LIMERICK 2020 
SHOW PREVIEW

Pronomar says it is looking forward to the first Irish 
Skipper Expo in Limerick. With their innovative 
drying systems, Pronomar is witnessing an increasing 

interest in their drying solutions for oil skins, jackets, bibs, 
boots, gloves and other gear. 

The drying systems, established from stainless steel 304 
or 316, ensure a fast and internal drying of clothing by using 
a powerful warm-air blower. A large amount of air flows 
through the continuous stainless-steel framework and is 
distributed directly into the clothing, reaching all areas from 
the arm pits to the tips of the boots and reducing unpleasant 
odours caused by bacteria growing in moist environments. 
Extending the lifespan of the clothes is also a reason why 
more companies in the fishing industry choose to invest in 
the dryers.

After recurring comments about the scarcity of space 
on board smaller ships, the company has developed a new 
product: the DUAL dryer. This compact system dries from 
the inside out by means of electrically heated hangers and a 
freely adjustable airflow. The DUAL dryer fits two or four 
pairs of boots, gloves, jackets or headwear and is suitable for 
fitting in the smallest niches onboard. 

Pronomar welcomes you to stand #121 to find out more 
about their products and possibilities.

STAND

121

O’Sullivan’s Marine is delighted to be showing 
off two boats this year at Irish Skipper Expo 
2020, along with a large selection of other items 

including Tohatsu, Suzuki and Yamaha outboards and 
a host of maritime safety products. All are at very keen 
prices, with good warranty back-up, typical excellent 
value from one of the oldest companies in the marine 
industry in Ireland. O’Sullivan’s Marine’s own Irish built 
boats and Whaly Boats will be on display. If interested in 
getting any items off your Code of Practice list, be sure 
to give O’Sullivan’s Marine a call.

STAND

57

Larsen Fishing Gear 
has more than 30 
years’ experience 

and knowledge producing 
equipment to the worldwide 
fishing industry – and the 
company is looking forward to 
welcoming visitors to its stand 
at Irish Skipper Expo 2020.

One of the founders of 
Larsen Fishing Gear is the 
legendary Helgi Larsen who 
revolutionised the concept of 
trawl doors in the 1990s - the 
rest is history. 

Today, all trawl doors 
produced and used in the 
fishing industry is based on the 

same principle Helgi Larsen 
introduced more than 20 years 
ago.

Their goal is to find the right 
solution to meet customer needs 
and their vast expertise will 
help fishermen achieve positive 
outcomes.

Visit Larsen Fishing Gear at 
stand 127 and see their  range 
of trawl doors for pelagic, 
semi-pelagic and bottom 
fisheries. They will also have 
products for crab and whelk 
catching.

Larsen Fishing Gear says 
it is “looking forward to be at 
your service”.

Larsen Fishing Gear – over 30 
years’ experience in fishing

STAND

127

Irish Skipper Expo exhibitor, Gems Ltd, provide turnkey power 
management solutions for the marine and industrial sectors. 

The company was set up by George McCormick in 1998 and has 
grown to become one of the leading Irish suppliers of power systems to 
the Irish fishing industry. 

Associating with high quality recognisable brands such as Scania, 
Stamford, ABB, Cubic modular systems and Deutz, GEMS has the 
capacity to design, manufacture, install and commission complete power 
systems from concept through startup all under the one roof. 

Gems will be displaying one of their Deutz oil cooled 60kVA generator 
sets along with a sample of their custom switchboard systems. Also on 
display will be some examples of previously supplied remote start panels 
and engine protection modules. 

Gems will offer a competitive price to all enquiries generated at the 
stand. For more information, visit Gems at stand number 97. 

Power management solutions 
from Gems STAND

97

Charles Cleghorn Ltd will 
again be featuring the 
long-established bronze 

centrifugal pumps which are so 
widely installed throughout the 
Irish fishing fleets.

Externally unchanged the 
AM  1 1/2” and 2” models have 
been re-designed internally with 
a resultant faster self-priming 
time.

The all bronze range 
includes units for continuous 
cooling duties on hydraulic, 
refrigeration and gear box 
installations with ready 
availability in bare shaft form 
for pto drive, or as close 
coupled electric pumps.

A new development is with 
in-line magnetic clutch driven 
pumps, where an alternative to 
belt drive is sought, to reduce 
space and service requirements.

The company’s experience 

with fishing vessel applications 
allows recommendations and 
quotations to be promptly 
prepared, for bilge/desk wash, 
ballast transfer, engine and 
systems cooling applications, 
all with sea water compatibility, 
plus fresh water, waste, fuel oil 
and lube oil handling.

French manufacturer ENAG 
will also be represented on 
the stand, with examples of 
the 3-phase BV-approved 
ventilation fans on show.  Low 
voltage 24v BRUSHLESS fans 
also feature in this purpose built 
marine range.

Charles Cleghorn is also 
pleased to draw on his 
more than half a century of 
experience with the JABSCO 
marine range to respond to 
any queries which may arise 
concerning these versatile 
models.

As a leading provider 
of dependable 
diesel engines for 

commercial marine, Cummins 
provides customers in Ireland 
with a total solution. Their 
power systems are developed 
with Cummins manufactured 
engines, alternators, 
turbochargers, filtration 
and emissions solutions 
components; all supported by 
our parts and service network.

There will be a number of 
Cummins engines on display 
on Stand 139 at Irish Skipper 
Expo, including:

The X15 – suitable 
for commercial fishing 
applications, the X15 
gives you reduced fuel 
consumption, without 
reduced performance, and 
is an efficient option for 
a new build or a repower 
opportunity

The QSL9 – a dependable 
engine with a proven long life 
in a multiple of applications 
in commercial and trawler 
operations, with good fuel 
economy for long range 
cruising

The K38 - designed to 
withstand the challenging 
conditions commercial marine 
operators face

Talk to the Cummins team 
to find out about their service 
repowers and how a repower 
package will give your vessel 
a new lease of life, improve 
fuel efficiency and meet the 
latest emissions regulations.

Also, visit the Cummins 
stand to explore the benefits 
of using Genuine Cummins 
parts through their interactive 
Genuine Parts Counter. 

Cummins says: “No matter 
the vessel, Cummins will 
keep you Always On.”

STAND

139

Overfishing and bycatch 
are global issues that 
threaten future food 

security and ocean biodiversity. 
While regulatory reform, such 
as the EU discards ban, and 
new fisheries management 
mechanisms are addressing 
these issues, there is still room 
for technical improvement 
in fish capture processes. 
Currently, about one out of 
every five fish caught is the 
wrong fish, leading to 27m+ 
tons of fish wasted every year 
globally. 

SafetyNet Technologies is 
a UK-based SME that designs 
and builds light-emitting 
devices which increase the 
selectivity of commercial 
fishing practices, helping 

fishermen catch the right 
fish in the first place. Using 
technologies such as LEDs and 
providing a science led service, 
they are enabling fishermen to 
easily and affordably modify 
their existing gears to improve 
selectivity, meet regulatory 
requirements and avoid bycatch 
across a wide range of species.

The SafetyNet Technologies 
team will be showcasing their 
Pisces bycatch reduction device 
on stand 31 at the Irish Skipper 
Expo 2020. By using Pisces, 
fishermen can also improve 
fishing revenues by catching 
more selectively, reduce sorting 
time, increase storage space 
for target catch and reduce fuel 
costs by spending less time at 
sea.

Hi Power always prides 
itself on providing 
Market leading brands, 

at the forefront of our offering 
is Danfoss Power Solutions, 
World renowned Manufacturer 
of Pumps, Motors, Controls 
and the versatile PVG Range 
of proportional valves, built to 
order at our facilities. 

From our stock we always 
have available all the traditional 
components, Gear pumps, 
clutches, filters, relief valves, 

hose and fittings.
At Hi power we like to work 

closely with our customers to 
deliver on projects large and 
small, drawing from our huge 
portfolio of resources, following 
our merger with Flowtech 
FluidPower PLC. With a can-
do attitude we are constantly 
evolving our range and 
technical solutions as needed by 
today’s Market demands.

Come talk to us at Stand 131.

Hi Power, Irelands largest and 
longest established Hydraulic 
Components and Systems STAND

131
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Irish Skipper Expo exhibitor Barry Electronics (BEL) is 
the leading marine electronics company in Ireland, and is 
renowned nationwide and overseas for technical expertise 

and after sales service for all makes of marine electronic 
equipment. 

BEL hold agencies for leading manufacturers of marine electronic 
equipment including Furuno, Sailor VSAT, Sailor Radio, Simrad, Jotron 
and ACR EPIRBs and Jotron SARTs. 

They hold a comprehensive stock of Wheelmarked Type Approved 
equipment in their office in Killybegs. They also hold stocks and spares 
for all types of Fishfinding, VSAT and Satellite TV equipment. This 
year, they have completed installations on a number of new vessels, 
including the Amberlisa, Amethyst and Dalwhinney.

STAND

40

DNG Jigging Machine brings automation and efficiency

DNG will be exhibitig at Limerick, 
and their DNG computericed 
jigging reel is a fully automatic 

fishing device.
 It pays out the line and detects when 

the sinker hits the bottom, positions the 
hooks at a desired depht, and performs 
jigging action customized by each 
individual user. The user can customize 
jigging speed, frequency and type. The 
reel detects fish biting the hooks and 
hauls the catch up to the surface. The user 
fully controls all parameters of the jigging 
and can also set additional parameters 
relating to weather, ocean currents and 
bottom conditions. With time, the user can 
create his own fishing methods.

A large graphical screen on the control 
panel shows depth and all settings. The 
icons on the screen are easy to read, and 

the star-button is used to make changes. 
The +/- buttons are used for increase and 
decrease. These user-friendly settings 
offer endless possibilities. Should the user 
feel that too many changes have been 
made, he/she can return to the factory 
settings at the touch of a button. The 
button panel is designed to endure harsh 
condition and colours have been selected 
to minimize the impact of weather and 
sunlight on the panel and the display.

One person can easily operate three or 
four reels and some of the small boats 
are equipped with up to seven reels. With 
certain additions, the DNG jigging reel is 
suitable for mackerel and squid fishing.

Some properties of the DNG C-6000i are: 
• Low power consumption, high 

efficiency. 

• Works on both 12V and 24V dc 
electrical systems. 

• Totally waterproof. 
• Communication between machines. 
• Integrated and customized fishing 

systems. 
• Search System. 

All makes of marine electronics from Barry Electronics

LSM Pumps at Irish Skipper Expo

LIMERICK 2020 
SHOW PREVIEW

LSM Pumps has for 
years produced large 
fishing pumps, such 

as the LSM-100, LSM-125, 
LSM-150, and the LSM-
200 for the fishing industry 
worldwide, mostly in the 
Nordic countries like Poland, 
Norway, Sweden, Finland, 
Estonia, and Iceland. 

These countries are 
developing within the fishing 
industry and are continually 
building new factories. LSM 
has also produced fishing 
pumps for Chile, Peru, 
South Africa, the Dominion 
of Newfoundland, and 
Morocco.

LSM can deliver for both 
large and smaller projects, 
and their business partners 
can service customers 
by providing water 
separators, sorting 
plants, and plate freezers. 

LSM deliver pumps for 
pumping fish from large 
ships onto trucks for 
long distance delivery or 
delivery at a fishing factory. 
Sometimes the factory is 
located right by the harbour, 
in which case the LSM pump 
can pump the fish from the 
ship to the factory, where 
they are pumped into a 
sorting plant, and thereafter 
into large plate freezers.

The pump can also be 
placed onboard a ship to 
be used for unshipping. 
This prevents users from 
depending on the equipment 
located at the harbour and 
allows operators to go to 
any harbour. In Poland, for 
example, fish are pumped 
directly from the net in the 
sea onto the ship. Then, the 
pump is used for unshipping 
the fish.

STAND

136

STAND

146

STAND 50



Excel after recent refurbishment. Image Davidsons
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Extensive Refurb 
in Peterhead for 
Excel W110

Crossfarnogue, Kilmore Quay, Co. Wexford 
 +353 870505917 | info@padmos.nl | www.padmos.nl

Offi cial Dealer 
Mitsubishi Diesel Engines

Bruinisse (NL)
Stellendam (NL)
Kilmore Quay (IRL)

Address: Crossfarnogue, Kilmore Quay, Co. Wexford +353 870505917 • info@padmos.nl www.padmos.nl

We keep you fishing

ENGINE SUPPLIERS 
ON EXCEL REFURB

Offi cial Dealer 
Mitsubishi Diesel Engines
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Stellendam (NL)
Kilmore Quay (IRL)

Address: Crossfarnogue, Kilmore Quay, Co. Wexford +353 870505917 • info@padmos.nl www.padmos.nl

We keep you fishing

3 Baltic Place, Peterhead AB42 1TF

MAIN 
CONTRACTOR ON 
MV EXCEL W110
REFIT WORKS

MARINE AND INDUSTRIAL PAINTERS SINCE 1976
SERVICES PROVIDED

Hydrojetting Specialists - Grit Blasting - Hot Zinc Spraying - High Pressure Cleaning
Foam Injection Insulation - Resin Flooring - Specialist plastic coatings

FACILITIES/LOCATIONS
Peterhead, Fraserburgh, Macduff - Covered shiplift for vessels upto 40m

Seagate, Peterhead, AB42 1JP | T: 01779 474455 | M: 07831 512834 
E: info@davidsonspainters.co.uk | W: www.davidsons-ships-painters.co.uk

DAVIDSONS SHIP PAINTERS

DELIGHTED 
TO HAVE BEEN 
CONTRACTED 
ON THE EXCEL 

REFURB

The Excel W110 recently 
underwent an extensive 
refurbishment in Peterhead, 

with Bill Mackie Engineering Ltd 
acting as main contractor for the 
works. 

As part of the refurbishment at 
Bill Mackie Engineering Ltd, the 
vessel’s existing Baudouin main 
engine was removed and refitted with 
a new Mitsubishi S6A3-MPTAW 
main engine, including alarm and 
monitoring system, supplied by 
Padmos. The vessel’s existing 
Reintjes main engine gearbox was 
removed, gearbox beds altered to 
suit the new main engine and new 
Padmos supplied Reintjes WAF 364 
L gearbox installed.  

Main engine cooling system 
conversion works were also carried 
out, with the existing heat exchanger 
/seawater pump main engine cooling 
system converted into keel cooling 
system. All equipment for the new 

keel cooling system, including 
heather tanks and pumps, were 
supplied by Padmos. Auxiliaries were 
also removed and replaced with a 
new Mitsubishi 6D16-TE2 hydraulic 
engine and Mitsubishi S4K-T 70kva 
auxiliary set, supplied again by 
Padmos. 

Alongside this, the propeller on 
the Excel was removed, and the pitch 
altered by FAL Propellers in Buckie 
before being refitted. To reduce 
noise impact of trawl doors, heavy-
duty plastic install and associated 
works were carried out on port and 
starboard side. Old vessel numbers 
were removed with new ones refitted, 
and new deep-sea seals fitted to 
tailshaft. 

Along with various other 
engineering works, an array of 
carpentry work was also carried 
out as part of the extensive vessel 
overhaul. In the wheelhouse, consoles 
were modified and upgraded with 

new Formica, handrails were repaired 
and flooring renewed. Also included 
in the various other carpentry work 

done were: repairs to fishroom box 
steps, and oilskin locker and alleyway 
floor repairs and refitting. 

Full paint works on Excel 
carried out by Davidsons

Davidsons of Peterhead were 
contracted by Excel skipper, 

Simon McCarthy, Dunmore East 
to Hydro blast, Hot zinc spray 
and apply full paint system to the 
Excel W110 at their facilities in 
Peterhead.

Upon arrival, work started 
immediately. The fish handling area 
and inside quarter was hydroblasted 
with a 5-coat paint system applied.

• 1 coat epoxy primer,
• Stripe and full coat epoxy high 

build
• 2nd full coat epoxy high build
• Stripe and full coat 

polyurethane topcoat
• 2nd full coat polyurethane 

topcoat
The steel decks in the fish 

handling area and under the net 
drums were hydroblasted and a 
4mm quartz resin system applied. 
This hand trowelled, extremely 
hardwearing acrylic resin deck 
system creates a textured, slip-
resistant and chemical resistant 
satin finish. Thanks to its ability to 
maintain these properties despite 

prolonged exposure to liquids, foot 
traffic and frequent cleaning it has 
become a popular choice for areas 
such as working decks, showers 
and galleys.

Topsides and superstructure were 
hydroblasted and the following 
system applied.

• Hot zinc spray
• 1 coat epoxy sealer,
• Stripe and full coat epoxy high 

build
• 2nd full coat epoxy high build
• Stripe and full coat 

polyurethane topcoat
• 2nd full coat polyurethane 

topcoat
Underwater area was 

hydroblasted and the following 
system applied.

• 1 coat epoxy sealer,
• Stripe and full coat epoxy high 

build
• Stripe and spray 1 coat epoxy 

tie coat
• Apply 2 full coats of 

antifouling
The engine room was also 

chemically cleaned and repainted.

Shipyards

Shiprepairs & Conversions

Your  best choice 
in Northern Spain

Last month, the MCIB published their 
report into the fire and sinking of the 
MFV Suzanne II in the Irish Sea last 

year. According to the report’s findings, the 
fire detection system onboard the vessel failed 
to work. 

On the 2nd of May 2019, the 17m Suzanne 
II was stopped 30 nautical miles east of 
Arklow while the crew were taking a break 
between fishing activities when a crewmember 
observed smoke coming from an engine room 
vent. The weather at the time was good. 

The Skipper went to investigate the 
source of the smoke and soon realised there 
was a serious fire in the engine room. He 
attempted to fight the fire but the level of 
smoke hampered any effort. He, subsequently, 
attempted to send out a VHF distress message 
but it was unanswered.

When the smoke and fire quickly engulfed 
the vessel’s accommodation and wheelhouse, 
the crew retrieved the vessel’s Emergency 
Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB) 
and abandoned ship in an inflatable life raft. 

Shortly after the EPIRB had been activated 
the vessel’s details and position were received 
by MRCC Dublin. When attempts to contact 
the vessel by VHF radio were made by 
Rosslare and Wicklow Head CGR and no reply 
was received, MRCC Dublin requested the 
assistance of all vessels in the area to keep a 
sharp lookout for any vessel in distress. The 

Coast Guard requested the assistance of the 
Wicklow and Arklow RNLI ALB and also 
tasked the Coast Guard rescue helicopter R117 
to the last known position of the fishing vessel.

A passing angling vessel, who had not heard 
the distress signal, sighted the smoke from the 
burning fishing vessel and proceeded in the 
direction to investigate, recovering the three 
crew members from their life raft on arrival. 

Shortly afterwards, the Irish Coast Guard 
rescue helicopter R117 arrived and lowered a 
paramedic to assess the crew from the fishing 
vessel. The Skipper was airlifted to University 
Hospital Waterford from where he was later 
discharged, while the two other crewmembers 
were brought to Arklow Harbour. 

A short time later a tug boat with fire-
fighting capabilities arrived on-scene and 
commenced fighting the fire onboard the 
fishing vessel. The fishing vessel continued to 
burn and eventually sank.

According to the report, the fishing vessel 
had been fishing all morning without incident 
and has been surveyed 10 months previously 
by the MSO with no conditions or restrictions 
on the vessel’s DOS. 

The vessel’s fire detection system failed 
to operate. Had it done so the fire would 
have been detected earlier. The fire detection 
system was inspected and tested as part of 
the vessel’s DOS, however, according to the 
MCIB, it is unknown when the system was 

last tested after that. The vessel’s logbooks 
were lost in the incident.

Among the conclusions offered, the report 
states: The Minister for Transport, Tourism 
and Sport should issue a Marine Notice 
reminding owners, skippers, officers and 
crews of fishing vessels of the requirement 
for all crew to have basic safety training, their 
obligations in terms of ensuring fire alarms 
are regularly tested and maintained in an 
operational condition, and including guidance 
on the inspection and testing of fire detection 
systems onboard fishing vessels of 15-24 
metres in length. 

MCIB report on sinking of the Suzanne II finds fire 
detection system failed to work

Suzanne II on fire last May. Image: MCIB Report
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All images courtesy of Padstow Boatyard

Lady Sophie out on sea trials at the yard

Latest addition to the Fastline Shellfish Ltd fleet

NEW PB40 COMPLETED FOR 
GRIMSBY BY PADSTOW BOATYARD 

19F Spital Rd, Maldon, Essex | Tel: +44 (0)1621 853003  
sales@mantsbrite.com | www.mantsbrite.com

WISHING FASTLINE 
SHELLFISH LTD 
EVERY SUCCESS 
WITH THEIR NEW 
LADY SOPHIE

Recently completed by 
Padstow Boatyard for 
Fastline Shellfish Ltd, 

Lady Sophie GY 11 made her 
way home last month to Grimsby, 
where owner Darren Kenyon and 
sons, Josh and Danny, are busying 
making the final preparations on 
her, readying her for sea.

Designed by Gary Mitchell in 
collaboration with Pelagic Design, 
the new PB40 boasts a GRP heavy 

displacement hull and full shelter 
deck. 11.95m in length, the vessel 
has a beam of 5.4m and a draught 
of 2.75m. 

Padstow Boatyard has been 
working closely with renowned 
fishing boat designer Gary Mitchell 
(who previously designed the GM 
series for Cygnus Marine) for some 
time now and are the only yard 
now building his latest range of 
designs.

Speaking of the new build, Will 
Claxton of Padstow Boatyard 
commented, “We were thrilled 
that Darren chose us for the build 
over much larger yards, we felt we 
could bring to the table a superior 
customer experience and high 
quality of build as well as having 
Gary Mitchell and Pelagic Design 
on board. Our guys have worked 
relentlessly to complete the build – 
the team and everyone involved in 
the project deserve a lot of credit”.

From start to finish, it took 
just over 12 months for vessel 
construction, starting with design 
and mould build stage in November 
2019 to vessel completion in 
February 2020. 

In terms of standout features, 

alongside the full shelter deck, the 
crabber features a beaked bulbous 
bow, high capacity 24m3 fish hold, 
large deck space, and ultra-low 
maintenance GRP construction 
– with all fittings in 316 stainless 
steel, giving the vessel a longer life 
and saving money on painting and 
repair. 

Wheelhouse and 
accommodation—comprising a 
5 berth cabin, galley with seating 
area and a shower/toilet room—are 
situated aft. The hauler is located 
on the starboard side of the fully 
sheltered deck space, with shooting 
hatch in the transom. Fish hold with 
fitted sprinkler system is located 
below, with engine room forward. 

The new PB40 is powered by a 
Doosan L126TIH 11 litre 360BHP 
main engine, connected to a D-I 
Reversing Gearbox with a 4.48:1 
reduction ratio—both supplied by 
WaterMota— powering a Clements 
Marine/MMP supplied 4 blade, 
fixed-pitch propeller. 

The vessel’s auxiliary engine, a 
35GT Solé Diesel Marine Genset, 
was supplied by Engines Plus, 
hydraulics by Creelers Shellfish 
Ltd’s Jim Walker. Electrics onboard 

FACT FILE

NAME: LADY SOPHIE
REGISTRATION: GY11
HOME PORT: GRIMSBY
COMPANY: FASTLINE 
SHELLFISH LTD
OWNER:  DARREN KENYON
SKIPPER: JOSH PATCHETT
CREW: 4
YARD: PADSTOW BOATYARD
TYPE: PB40 CRABBER
LENGTH: 11.95M
BEAM: 5.4M
DRAUGHT: 2.75M

were installed by Waters Marine/ Bob Pretty 
Electrics. 

The impressive wheelhouse kit was supplied 
by Mantsbrite and includes Koden MDC-5006F 
radar, Sodena Turbowin & Koden GTD-120 
plotters, Koden CVS-1410 sonar, 4 x Neovo 
17” Monitors, Vision Marine Cameras, Amec 
Camino-108 AIS and 2x Icom IC-M506GE 
radios. 

Fishing for crabs, lobsters and whelks with 
a crew of 4, once Lady Sophie does get away 
fishing she will be skippered by Darren’s son, 
Josh with his other son Danny out on deck. 

The new addition to Fastline’s fleet joins 
the family’s current vessel, the 1982 built 
10m Sweet Water, which works the North 
Lincolnshire coast daily, potting for shellfish, 
which they land to their own company, through 
which they process and sell their catch. 

A real family affair, Darren explained, 
“We’ve got our own factory, we’ve had it for 
ten years. It’s a family business, my wife and 
daughter are working there. When we started 
out it was a little family business, but it’s grew 
and grew”. 

Working around 2000-3000 pots, the 
company does around 700-800 per day on their 
boat at the moment. To assist, the new vessel 
is kitted out with a 20” Spencer Carter hauler 
and HA21 Hyva landing crane. Ropes were 
supplied by Tysons, pots by John in Caithness 
Creels. “A very good pot supplier,” says owner 
Darren, “I’ve been with him years now. He 
makes a very good pot.” 

About 90 per cent of Fastline’s product is 
landed off their own boats, though they do 
buy from smaller boats at times. Most of their 
markets are England based. “We do a lot down 
south, and a lot of places on the east coast where 
we are and then obviously we sell to people who 
sell elsewhere on market stalls.”

With 40 years fishing under his own belt, 
Darren’s father, Jim Kenyon fished on trawlers 

for over 50 years. Darren himself has been 
fishing since he was about 13, starting first in 
the River Humber fishing eels before heading 
out with his father on his fifteen footer, working 
their way from there to a nineteen footer, before 
Darren eventually took over when his father 
retired, working his way to here. 

Darren’s existing vessel, Sweet Water, is a 
36 year old fibreglass boat, and that was one 
of his main requirements with the new vessel. 
With steel, he says, once you get to about 10 
or 12 years the vessel’s getting old. But with 
fibreglass, she’ll last. “Hopefully, she’ll last a 
good thirty years,” he says. “It’s a boat for the 
future really, so hopefully, it will be around for 
a while.” 

Excited to get the vessel out to sea, and 
to see what his two sons will do with it, he 
explained, “It’s just in the last year my lad 
has been taking out the boat.” With one now 
in the wheelhouse, and another out on deck 

on the new boat, the other boat will also stay 
fishing. Darren plans to get some young lads 
onto it. “But I’m hopefully going into semi-
retirement,” he laughs. “Hopefully!” 

Delighted with the work done by Padstow, 
he said, “They’ve done a lovely job of the 
fibreglass and the hull”. With a much bigger 
feel than a 12m boat, he said, “We didn’t 
realise how big she was for a twelve metre 
boat, she’s massive. She’s really like a 14 
metre”. 

“She looks a comfortable boat,” I say. 
“Well, let’s hope so, we’ll never know until 
we get going in her.” 

“So when will she get out?” I ask. 
“Hopefully Friday, fingers crossed,” he says.

 
The Skipper team would like to wish 

Fastline Fish, Darren, his sons Josh and 
Danny, and their crew every success and safe 
fishing with the Lady Sophie.

NEW BOAT

The new PB40 out on sea trials

Well equipped wheelhouse

5 berth cabin

Birds Eye View

The new PB40 boasts a full length shelter deck

LADY SOPHIE
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Originally set up by members of the National 
Inshore Fisheries Forum (NIFF), who saw 
the need for a dedicated national inshore 

fishing organisation to work with and through the 
NIFF and corresponding Regional Inshore Fisheries 
Forums (RIFFs), the National Inshore Fishermen’s 
Association and Organisation (NIFA/NIFO) have 
been going from strength to strength since they 
were set up in 2017. 

Set up as two organisations to accommodate 
the peculiarities of Ireland’s inshore fleet, which 
doesn’t fit neatly into Europe’s definition of a small 
scale fisherman (under 12m and using static gear), 
NIFA represents vessels under 12m vessels, while 
NIFO accommodates inshore vessels up to 18m, 
operating towed gear. 

As of February 8th, NIFA has 85 members 
and NIFO has 25. Between them they own 120 
registered inshore fishing vessels. Some members, 
such as some skippers and crews, don’t own any 
vessels. Others own multiple vessels. In terms of 
geography, with members spread around the coast, 
the highest proportion come from Kerry, followed 
by Cork, Donegal, Wexford, Waterford, Galway, 
Mayo, Sligo, Wicklow and Clare.

Last month, The Skipper caught up with 
representatives of the organisations to find out a bit 
more about NIFA/NIFO – who they are, what they 
do, and what they hope to achieve. 

How does NIFA/NIFO differ from the NIFF/
RIFFs?

A fundamental difference between NIFA/NIFO 
and the Inshore Forums is that NIFA/NIFO are 
dedicated fishing organisations. The NIFF and 
RIFFs on the other hand are multi-stakeholder 
representative structures, where matters related 
to inshore fishing are discussed and addressed, 
and where inshore representatives have seats, 
alongside representatives from other interest and 
industry groups (e.g. environmental, processing, 
aquaculture, marine tourism etc.). 

NIFA/NIFO do, however, have a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the NIFF, and represent 
their members at the Forums. Thus, there is some 
overlap insofar as some NIFA/NIFO members also 
have seats on these structures. You don’t, however, 
have to be a member of a RIFF to be a member of 
NIFA/NIFO – indeed, some members of the RIFFs 
would not be eligible for membership to the fishing 
organisations, which are only open to people who 
are directly involved in inshore fishing. 

Given it’s the closest definition we could come 
up with in terms of defining who is an inshore 
fisher, full membership of the organisations is only 
open to people who own inshore fishing boats. It’s 
not perfect, however, and to address this, we also 
have honorary membership available for people 
involved in the sector who are not actual vessel 
owners. Between both, we are confident we can 
accommodate all genuine cases. 

How can I join? 

To join you first have to apply, and the easiest 
way to do this is via our website www.inshore.
ie/join/. If people need more information before 
doing so they can email us at nifa.secretary@gmail.
com or visit our Facebook page NIFA & NIFO 
and message us through that. We can also post 
application forms to people if they ask for them. 
Once received, applications are then considered by 
the Board of Directors. To date, we haven’t turned 
anyone away that has looked for full membership.

How does NIFA/NIFO currently operate? 
As a member what can I expect? 

NIFA and NIFO—being separate 
organisations—each has a Board of Directors 
which are responsible for the running and 
management of each group. Some directors also 
act as “regional representatives”, representing the 
organisations on the ground on local or regional 
issues, working with local members and acting as a 
points of contact for those members. 

We have national general meetings, AGMs/
EGMs, for our members and as our membership 
grows (and if our members want) we will facilitate 
meetings at local/regional level also. That said, we 
try to facilitate engagement and communication 
with our members without having to inconvenience 
them with attending meetings, as much as possible. 
Having to attend regular meetings isn’t ideal for 
most practising inshore fishers! Alongside this, 
we issue regular email updates and quarterly 
newsletters with information on issues that might 
be of interest to our members. We also have a 
closed Facebook group to aid in that. 

Rather than dictating to our members what their 
issues are, we make information available to them, 
help them interpret it if needs be, and encourage 
them to give us their views on it. We also encourage 
them to come to us with whatever issues they may 
have themselves, and try to address those by all 
means necessary. For example, via the Inshore 
Forums, or with marine planning applications, 
for instance, we might engage directly with the 
developers or the Department of Housing, Planning 
and Local Government (DHPLG) via public 
consultation.

While we engage with the sitting government via 
the Inshore Forums or directly on issues not within 
the remit of the Forums, we also try to engage with 
elected representatives in opposition right across the 
political spectrum. That way, we make full use of 
the democratic process to represent our members. 
That said, we are not aligned to and don’t endorse 
individual politicians or political parties. Instead, 
we try to work with all elected representatives 
that are willing to work with us on behalf of our 
members. In doing so, we will give credit and apply 
criticism as appropriate.  

What do you hope to achieve?

Being relatively new a lot of our focus is still                                                               
on growing the organisations. That said,  we try 
to balance growth with the needs of our existing 

members. Ultimately, we aim to become strong 
independent, well-resourced organisations that can 
represent our members in a way that improves their 
standard of living both at national and European 
level. There have been previous efforts in setting 
up national inshore fishing organisations – we have 
probably outlived most of these, but our aims are 
long term. We are in this for the long haul.  

What are the main issues facing inshore 
fishermen/women in Ireland at the moment? 

There are many! Probably the most immediate 
for our members are issues regarding the brown 
crab fishery, particular market access. Issues 
regarding access to the Chinese market in terms of 
cadmium levels have probably now been eclipsed 
by the effects of the recent coronavirus outbreak, 
which seems to be impacting seafood markets 
globally. If any lesson can be learned from the 
events of the past six months it’s probably that 
having a broad market base is very important. 

Many of our members, indeed many of the 
inshore sector, are heavily dependent on the crab 
fishery economically. The fishery has seen a lot 
of investment recently, which has resulted in 
increased effort, a reduction in catch rates and now 
a drop in profitability. With a cloud of uncertainty 
hanging over the fishery and by extension over 
the wider sector, industry sentiment is pretty low 
at the moment. Saying that we could be facing an 
unprecedented crisis isn’t being sensationalist. 

Considering the recent General Election 
campaign, one would be forgiven for not even 
noticing any of this, probably all the more reason 
for inshore operators to unite and make their voices 
heard. That’s probably one of the most immediate 
issues, but there are many others – even if slightly 
more distant, some are probably more serious in the 
long term. 

Having space to operate in inshore waters is 
possibly the main one. Competition for space with 
Offshore Renewable Energy (ORE) developments 
against a background where some political parties 
recently promised to turn at least of 50% of our 
waters into MPAs including No Take Zones (i.e no 
fishing at all zones) means inshore operators are 
beginning to fear being squeezed spatially as well 
as financially. 

Again there are other (many interrelated) issues, 
possibly equally important depending on your 
perspective. These include seals and their impact, 
Brexit, climate change, lack of diversity, decline 
and loss of traditional fisheries, dealing with current 

NIFA and NIFO – Ireland’s newest dedicated 
national inshore fishing organisations

and future environmental legislation, an aging 
workforce, overall profitability, poor organisation…
the list goes on…

That said, there might be some light at the end 
of the tunnel. There is an Inshore Strategy, we 
are represented on its implementation committee, 
it does offer potential for solutions, but it’s 
implementation (or not) will be critical. Support 
from the next Government here will be vital. We 
wait in hope with fingers crossed! But the better 
organised we are as a sector the better chance we 
have in dealing with these issues. 

How do you feel that working together can 
help address those? 

It probably sounds cliché, but there is strength 
in numbers. Fishing in Ireland isn’t organised, we 
don’t make our voice heard loudly and coherently. 
The recent General Election campaign and 
irrelevance of fishing as part of it demonstrates this. 

We believe the biggest potential to address this 
lies within the inshore sector, which accounts for 
over 80% of the boats in the fleet and 50% of direct 
employment in the catching sector. Many operators 

in the sector operate in a vacuum of information 
– the old saying regarding being treated like 
mushrooms springs to mind. Keeping our members 
informed is a priority of ours, another cliché but 
knowledge is power!

What successes have you had so far? 

Up to now, our main focus was establishing and 
growing the organisation. That’s unlikely to change 
in the short to medium term. We have made steady 
progress on that at a rate that we feel is manageable, 
and we consider that a success, but we’re under 
no illusion that there’s a lot more work to be done. 
All the same, we have to keep expectations real. 
Currently, everyone working for NIFA/NIFO 
does so voluntarily and doesn’t receive even basic 
expenses. That limits how fast we can grow and 
what we can do for our members. Taking that into 
account we probably have achieved a lot.  

Apart from our own growth, and amongst other 
issues, we have spent some time working on ORE 
related planning applications. The establishment 
of these developments will no doubt be a lengthy 
process, but we are already seeing an increased 

level of consultation and engagement between 
developers and inshore fishermen of late. We 
would like to think our efforts have played some 
part in bringing this about. Consultation and 
communication will be vital going forward if the 
ORE and inshore fishing sectors are to co-exist. 

And in the longer term?

Where the organisations go or end up will 
ultimately be up to the members themselves, 
they are their organisations. We would hope they 
will want them to continue to grow stronger and 
develop. NIFA members recently decided that 
NIFA should apply for producer organisation 
(PO) status, so we intend to submit an application 
seeking recognition this year. NIFA has also applied 
for membership of the North Western Waters 
Advisory Council (NWWAC), something we see as 
an important first step in representing our members 
at European level.  

You can visit NIFA on Stand No. 94 at the 
Irish Skipper Expo in Limerick on the 13th & 
14th of March.

John Menarry fishes for 
lobster, brown crab, and 
pollock from Killybegs 

on his boat the Southeastern 
WD 281. He joined NIFA as 
a regular inshore fisher. He 
wasn’t a member of the Inshore 
Forums, and based on his early 
constructive engagement with 
NIFA he was made a director of 
both NIFA and NIFO. 

John is now a regional 
representative in the North 
West. He represents NIFA on the 
Inshore Strategy Implementation 
Committee and has recently 
secured a position on the NRIFF, 
where he will represent NIFA/
NIFO members and non-members 
alike. 

Explaining the reasons he 
joined, John said: “I joined NIFA/
NIFO in April 2018. I decide to 
join after hearing about it at The 
Skipper Expo in Galway and 
the fact it was an organisation 
dedicated to inshore fishing, I 
felt it was about time inshore 
fishermen came together to have 
their voices heard and to be 
recognised as the largest sector of 
the Irish fishing industry.

“Since joining I have seen 
issues relevant to myself such as 
the article on the plastic strapping 
off the north and west coast that 
some fishing organisation leaders 
blamed on inshore fishermen 
defended by NIFA/NIFO. 

“I get notifications of any 
issues relevant to myself as an 
inshore fisherman in my area or 
of matters on a national level such 
as the consultation on trawling 
inside the 6nm limit and the MSP.

“I think going forward as the 
numbers grow the voice and 
standing of the inshore sector gets 
strong which can only be a good 
thing.”

Member Profile: 
John Menarry

John Menarry (Director NIFA / NIFO) on his boat, 
the Southeastern. Image: Ronan Cunningham

http://www.inshore.ie/join/
http://www.inshore.ie/join/
mailto:nifa.secretary@gmail.com
mailto:nifa.secretary@gmail.com
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After an apparently extensive 
period of testing and 
with the support of the 

National Federation of Fishermen’s 
Organisations (NFFO), the Marine 
Management Organisation (MMO) 
have implemented their CatchApp 
initiative for the under ten, non-
sector part of the UK fleet.

It is fair to say that the launch 
has been somewhat problematic in 
technical, practical and personal 
terms for many fishermen. 
Technical, in terms of failures in the 
phone-in aspect for those without a 
smartphone, with one user having to 
spend over 50 minutes on the phone 
to record just a few fish. Practical 
regarding having to report catches 
before landing (with the option to 
go home, report via a computer 
and then come back to land). And 
personal, as the app is making a 
hard job even harder and keeping 
fishermen from their beds after many 
hours of often gruelling work in 
difficult conditions. 

Since its rollout, both the Coastal 
Producer Organisation (Coastal PO) 
and the New Under Ten Fishermen’s 
Association (NUTFA) have received 
numerous calls from perplexed 
skippers highlighting issues with 
the new system, which requires 
that catches by the under ten metre 
segment be recorded and reported 
via a new smartphone app, before 
the fish leaves the boat. 

According to the MMO, the 
requirement is necessary to provide 
a clearer picture of the activities 
of under ten metre vessels. 
Nonetheless, a big question asked by 
many under tens has been: “Why?”  
Many land to recognised markets, 
often only mere yards from their 
landing spot, where their catch is 
sorted, graded and weighed within 
a few hours. The information, 
including precise weights and 
species, is then forwarded to the 
MMO. 

Given this is already a legislative 
requirement for all first sale buyers, 
the reason as to why the MMO 
feel the need to place a significant 
additional burden on inshore 
fishermen is debatable. It’s certainly 
not for any recognised data purposes, 
on which quota adjustments can 
be based, as that requires precise 
information that is already provided 
to the MMO. 

This, alongside the practical 
difficulties involved in adhering 
to the new system, has left many 
fishermen with the view that the 
new requirements are designed to 
do little more than trap them into 
making mistakes that could be 
costly in terms of both fines and 
administrative penalties. 

How do fishermen really feel?

To get to the heart of the problem, 
the Coastal PO has been running a 
survey to obtain straight answers 
to straight questions from under 
ten metre operators regarding the 
CatchApp. The results detailed 
below sum up these views, which 
almost entirely contradict the 
far more positive spin put on its 
implementation by the MMO.

With 208 responses to the survey 
in total at the time of writing—which 
equates to 10% of the English under 
10 metre sector—asked how they 
feel about the MMO’s CatchApp, 
82% say the system is bad or worse 
(50% say they ‘hate it’). Among 
the more detailed answers to the 
question are responses indicating 
that the app is: ‘a danger to life’, 
‘a disgraceful waste of time and 

money’, ‘pointless’, ‘it doesn’t work 
well’ and ‘impossible to do’. 

Incidentally, of the six 
respondents who said they do 
like the app, one was named 
Boris Johnson, four provided no 
identification at all, and one is one 
of the MMO’s boats involved in 
trialling the app before launch. 
Conversely, the vast majority of 
the other respondents did identify 
themselves – 139 provided their 
PLNs, and many more providing 
names and personal details.  

Asked whether they take a 
smartphone to sea when they go 
fishing, a fairly sizeable 27% 
indicated they do not. 58% indicated 
they cannot notify MMO before they 
land their fish, and 60% say their 
local MMO office does not help with 
their CatchApp problems.

Another question asked of 
fishermen states: The MMO says 
most fishermen are fine with 
CatchApp. How would you say 
other fishermen you know feel 
about CatchApp? In response, 94% 
say other fishermen don’t like it 
(23.65%) or hate it (69.95 per cent). 
42% reckon even their local MMO 
officers don’t like the app! 

Asked whether the £1.8 
million the MMO has spent on 
the app is good value for money, 
perhaps unsurprisingly and rather 
reasonably, 98% said no. (A massive 
74% responded ‘you must be 
joking’!) Regarding the utility of 
the app, a fairly sizeable 85% of 
respondents think the CatchApp is 
simply ‘another way to prosecute 
fishermen’.

Threat of Criminalisation

Under 10m boats, which account 
for 80% of all UK vessels, are being 
forced to use the app to record the 
weight of their catch accurately – or 
risk a criminal record and fine. The 
Coastal PO, representing close to 
280 fishermen who operate out of 
under 10m boats, says the threat of 
criminalisation is a danger to the 
future of fishing communities.

Chief executive, Jim Pettipher 
has highlighted: “Just when the 

UK’s fleet of long-suffering day boat 
fishermen were expecting to finally 
catch a break with a prospective 
Brexit bonus, instead they’re getting 
torpedoed by the MMO, which has 
randomly introduced its Catch App. 

“No other boats under 10m in 
Europe are subject to this regime, 
nor even in Scotland or Wales. It’s 
madness. Yet again it is the coastal 
communities and a traditional way of 
life that will lose out.”

Shadow environment secretary 
Luke Pollard has been equally 
critical of the app, calling for it 
to be scrapped and accusing the 
government of implementing the 
biggest piece of red tape seen by the 
industry.

In contrast to the system that was 
rolled out in England last November, 
the Welsh government is due to 
launch a version of the system on 
February 28th, which will allow 
fishermen 24 hours to submit details 
of their catch, after landing.

In England, the MMO has 
promised fishermen that it will 
not be heavy-handed when it 
comes to prosecuting them. Tom 
McCormack, MMO chief executive, 
said: “Fishermen who are recording 
catches to the best of their ability 
have no need to worry. 

“If and when there is ever a 
need to consider enforcement or 
prosecution actions—for example, 
someone persistently misreporting 
or not recording at all—that decision 
would be taken on a wide range of 
evidence.”

While Barrie Deas of the NFFO 
says he is prepared to take the 
MMO’s assurances at face value, 
many fishermen are less convinced, 
some recalling previous promises 
by government that the Proceeds of 
Crime Act powers would only be 
used against serious criminals, drug 
dealers and the like yet the MMO 
then used the Act to penalise under 
ten operators, leading to a danger of 
bankruptcy for some. 

As a condition of a fishing 
licence, the MMO has the power to 
levy penalties of up to £100,000 in 
respect of the CatchApp and bearing 
in mind that the legal requirement is 

MARCH 2020

By Jerry Percy, Director, 
New Under Ten Fishermen’s 
Association (NUTFA) 

‘Old, broke, thick and depressed’ – who’d be 
an under ten fisherman?

Despite early reservations expressed by inshore representatives, mandatory electronic 
catch recording for under 10 metre boats in England began last November and requires 
that fishermen log their catches before landing. As early as March last year, inshore 
fishing representatives warned that the proposed system would set fishermen up to 
fail. And, indeed, since it has been rolled out last autumn, the new system has caused 
no shortage of headaches. Here, reviewing the current situation with the CatchApp 
rollout, NUTFA Director, Jerry Percy says the already heavily criticised app has, in 
the last month, been further undermined by reprehensible comments made by the 
Administration on the honesty and integrity of under ten metre operators. 

for fishermen to be able to estimate 
the weight of their catch within 10%, 
something that even seasoned fish 
weighers and graders have failed 
to achieve in trials at a leading fish 
auction, this is a dangerous time for 
the under tens.

Dave Pessell, manager of the 
Plymouth fish auction and a man 
with decades of experience behind 
him has said, “What is promised 
today will be forgotten tomorrow 
and fishermen will be criminalised 
for failing to do the impossible.”

To add insult to injury, operators 
of vessels of over ten metres in 
length don’t even have to record the 
catch of any individual species if 
less than a total of 50 kilos.

From bad to worse

So, things were already bad 
enough regarding the introduction 
of the CatchApp but on February 
12th they got far worse for the 
MMO with the discovery of 
comments on a government website 
relating to the development and 
introduction of the app.

The remarks, subsequently taken 
down and deleted from the site, 
stated that; “…monthly revenue for 
fast under 10m catamarans catching 
high value species in the hundreds 
of thousands. Such vessels can 
have greater catching capacity than 
many larger vessels. They are faster, 

and they can more easily escape 
detection and inspection than larger 
vessels. 

“They represent a real threat to 
UK fisheries sustainability and there 
is significant evidence of unlicensed 
and unsustainable fishing in the 
more active groups. The under 10m 
industry as a whole tends to be poor, 
older, economically marginalized, 
often limited in education, with 
reports of high rates of depression 
and suicide”. 

The comments also target 
rule beaters, stating “rule beaters 
consistently seek to evade 
regulation. They choose to be under 
10m vessel owners in order to avoid 
recording catch and will often chop 
off the front of their vessel to fit 
that vessel length. They are often 
unpopular with the rest of the fishing 
community (the term “fish for greed, 
not for need” is used nationwide). 
They are successful, technically 
capable fishers with a range of 
equipment on the vessel”.

On the other hand, the website 
stated that “super under 10m are 
active, capable and seek to be 
compliant. They are successful 
fishers using smaller vessels to 
access specialist high value fish 
stocks using complex technology 
(GPS, echo sounders, radar)”.

A document, on MMO headed 
paper, since leaked states: “User 
research demonstrated that recording 

before catch left the vessel was 
a huge issue for many fishermen 
especially those with AD needs, 
because it meant they could not 
record with their exist AD support 
network. 

“But there was a real risk that, 
once the catch leaves the vessel, 
fishers who were colluding with 
merchants could shelter black 
fish, and create a fraudulent catch 
record, pretending to land non-quota 
species when actually catching quota 
species.”

It is difficult to know where to 
start with these grossly defamatory 
comments – which DEFRA and the 
MMO initially distanced themselves 
from, but for which they have since 
issued an apology.  

Personally, the most tragic 
comment was; “The under 10m 
industry as a whole tends to be poor, 
older, economically marginalized, 
often limited in education, with 
reports of high rates of depression 
and suicide”.

I’ve been involved in various 
guises with the fishing industry since 
the early 1970s, as crew, skipper and 
owner of fishing boats. At that time, 
coastal fishermen were deemed to be 
heroes in their communities, proud 
men continuing a proud heritage, 
risking life and limb on a daily basis 
to put fresh fish on the nation’s 
tables. How have we moved from 
that picture to the one now when 

those in authority think just so little 
of us?

It appears that if you have a fast 
cat or are a ‘rule beater’ then you are 
clearly of criminal intent whereas 
those ‘super under 10m’ have a 
spotless character. But none of us 
escape criticism as according to the 
document, on the whole we are all 
old, broke, thick and depressed. 

Whilst some of us may meet one 
or two of those descriptors, these ill-
conceived comments are not going 
to help heal the wounds inflicted on 
the already poor relationship between 
many under 10’s and the MMO.

So, the challenge facing the 
MMO is not only how they now 
react to and improve on their 
approach to catch recording in 
the light of so many obvious and 
genuine concerns expressed by 
skippers, as illustrated by the Coastal 
PO’s survey, but also how they 
are going to be able to repair the 
immense amount of damage they 
have done through the scurrilous 
comments made in their name that 
have recently come to light.

The Chiefs of both the Coastal PO 
and NUTFA are due to meet with the 
new Chief Executive of the MMO 
shortly, we just hope he has some 
credible solutions to the situation his 
organisation has made for itself and 
an apology to all those under ten 
skippers that have been so sorely 
abused.
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Crystal Sea. Image MacDuff

CRYSTAL SEA

NEW BOAT

CRYSTAL SEA ARRIVES 
HOME TO NEWLYN
Latest build from Macduff signed over to Stevens family 

After completing sea trials 
in January, the new Crystal 
Sea SS 118 was recently 

signed over by Macduff Shipyards 
Limited to owner David Stevens 
and his two sons, skippers David 
and Alec. Leaving the yard on 
Tuesday, February 11—sheltering 
in North Shields and Brixham 
from weather along the way—the 
new Crystal Sea arrived home in 
Newlyn on February 14. 

The largest new build for 
Newlyn since the late 1970s, the 
new Macduff build replaces the 
St Ives family’s previous fishing 

vessel of the same name, which 
was built by the yard back in 2008. 
In fact, the new Crystal Sea is the 
fourth vessel by the same name 
from Macduff for the Stevens – the 
first, the 1974 built Crystal Sea 
bought in the late 1980s, followed 
in 2009 by a 1989 built vessel and 
in 2016, by the 2008 built 21m 
vessel the new Crystal Sea has 
replaced. 

From a long line of fishermen 
and boats—fishermen in Ireland 
might remember the 1952 built 
Sweet Promise SS 95, fished by 
David and Alec’s great-grandfather, 
grandfather and great uncle and 
one of the first UK boats to adopt 
purse seining when they fished for 
herring in Dunmore East in the 
1950s—the vessel’s registration SS 
118 is the same their grandfather’s 
first boat, the J&G Forbes of 
Sandhaven built Rose of Sharon, 
bore. 

A long ways from the lines of 
that 1964 built vessel, the new 
twin-rigger has an overall length 
of 24.50 m, a beam of 7.60m and 
a depth of 4.30 m. Based on a new 
hull design, which evolved from 
the yard’s previous 24.00m model 
and was developed to reduce 
resistance and thus improve fuel 
efficiency and running speed, CFD 
technology was used at the first 

stage to measure the resistance of 
the new hull against the previous 
design and to identify areas where 
further improvements could be 
made. 

Following this, the hull was then 
faired by Macduff Ship Design 
who then used the virtual model 
to produce a detailed set of kit 
construction plans and assess the 
stability. The kit was then cut in 
house by Macduff Profilers, a 
division of the yard, and the vessel 
was fabricated, engineered and 

fully fit-out in the yard’s main 
building hall at Macduff, before 
carrying out sea trials in the Moray 
Firth. 

Apart from the wheelhouse and 
masts, the hull is built completely 
from steel and features a double 
chine hull form, transom stern 
and soft nose bulbous bow which 
is faired gently into the main 
hull body. In terms of layout, 
below deck features the cabins, 
engine room, fish hold and a large 
freshwater tank forward of the 

collision bulkhead, while situated 
above deck are aft shelter, galley/
mess and side passage area, fish 
processing area and then a winch 
room forward where three split 
winches are sited. 

Fabricated by the yard 
themselves, the vessel’s bespoke 
deck machinery package comprises 
three split winches, two split net 
drums, two split sweep winches, 
two small gear handling winches 
and a dedicated anchor windlass. 
The hydraulic system was also 
designed and installed by the yard. 
A pull master Gilson winch was 
supplied by MacGregor Ltd along 
with the fishing crane and landing 
crane. Main hydraulic power is 
provided by a dedicated Caterpillar 
C12 engine, with secondary 
hydraulic power provided by two 
electric motors each with an output 
of 45 kW.

Based on a setup which 
has become quite common in 
Macduff’s recent build, the vessels 
propulsion package features a 
Caterpillar C32 main engine rated 
at 660 hp @ 1800 rpm coupled to 
a Masson Marine gearbox with a 
reduction ratio of 9.077:1, driving 
a 2500 mm diameter propeller 
fitted within a nozzle – both of 
which were supplied by Wartsila. 
Remaining stern gear elements 
were designed and manufactured 
by Macduff Engineering, a division 
of the yard, on CNC operated 
machines. 

This is the fifth propulsion 

system of this design to be fitted 
by the yard and has been noted 
to perform very well, operating 
smoothly and quietly, while taking 
advantage of the C32 engine’s 
flexibility to extract full power 
whilst both steaming and trawling.

Two Beta Marine generators 
fitted are based on a Cummins 
6BT5.9D2(M) engine with 
Mecc Alte alternators, each 
with an output of 81.6 kW. The 
electrical system onboard was 
designed and installed by R D 
Downie of Fraserburgh who 
installed the system to their 
usual high standard and built 
the switchboards in house. 
Wheelhouse electronics onboard 
were supplied by Woodsons of 
Fraserburgh.

With room for 700 boxes in the 
fishroom,  the refrigeration system 
and ice machine onboard were 
supplied by Premier Refrigeration. 
Two sets of scraper nets were 
supplied by Faithlie Trawls, with 
sweeps and chandlery supplied by 
Marine Co. 

No rest for the Stevens, since 
arriving home, the new Crystal 
Sea, which has been insured by 
Sunderland Marine, has already 
started fishing off the south coast 
of England, targeting a mixture of 
whitefish which will be sold via 
Plymouth Trawler Agents. 

The Skipper team would like 
to wish David, his sons, family 
and crew every success and safe 
fishing with the new Crystal Sea.

FACT FILE

NAME: MFV Crystal Sea
REGISTRATION: SS 118
HOME PORT: Newlyn
COMPANY: Crystal Sea Fishing 
Ltd
SKIPPER: Brothers Alec and 
David Stevens
CREW: 8
YARD: Macduff Shipyards Ltd.
TYPE: Twin Rigger
REGISTERED LENGTH: 22.78m
BEAM: 7.6m
DRAUGHT: 4.3m
HOLD CAPACITY: 700 boxes

T: 01346 517625  M: 07774659681  E: faithlietrawl@tiscali.co.uk

Bruce’s Yard, Commerce Street, Fraserburgh, Scotland

Best Wishes to the Stevens family & crew on your new 
vessel Crystal Sea. Safe fishing from Faithlie Trawl.

“The Macduff team have been 
delighted to work with the 

Stevens family and crew of the 

Crystal Sea.” 

It has been a fantastic project for 
the yard, we are very grateful for 

the order and hope the vessel 
serves them well for many years.”  

Arranged for twin rigging. Image Larry Hartwell Short trip home into Newlyn before heading out to sea. Image Larry Hartwell

Wheelhouse. Image MacDuff

Sunderland Marine
Specialising in fishing vessel insurance  
for over 130 years. 
Recognised as a world leader in providing  
the complete insurance  package for hull  
& machinery, liability and associated risks.

Congratulations and good fishing to  
the Stevens family, Crystal Sea Fishing Ltd  
and crew on their new vessel Crystal Sea SS118. 
Tel: +44 (0)191 232 5221 
Email: info@sunderlandmarine.com 
www.sunderlandmarine.com  
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Bluefin Tuna, Donegal Bay. Photo courtesy of David Morrissey.

Atlantic bluefin tuna, 
the largest tuna in the 
world, frequent Irish 

coastal waters to feed during 
its annual migration through 
North Atlantic waters. Though 
not open to Irish commercial 
fishermen, building on the 
success of the Tuna CHART 
(CatcH And Release Tagging) 
pilot programme of 2019, a 
bluefin tuna scientific catch 
and release fishery for Ireland 
will operate in 2020. 

In 2020, a maximum of 25 
authorisations may be granted 
to qualifying angling charter 
vessel skippers around the Irish 
coast. This scientific catch and 
release fishery will open on the 
1st July and close on the 12th 
November.

In 2019, the Tuna CHART 
pilot programme authorised 
15 charter skippers to operate 
a scientific fishery, in which 
anglers participated to catch, 
tag and release bluefin tuna. 

Over the course of the 2019 
three month season, 219 
bluefin were caught, tagged 
and released. As many as 
eight were tagged on one 
fishing trip. Data from the 
tagging programme are being 
collated by the partnership for 
reporting to the International 
Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tuna 
(ICCAT). 

A call for applications for 
the 2020 fishing season was 
announced on 18th February 
2020 and the last date for 
the receipt of a completed 
application is 13:00 on the 6th 
March. Applications can be 
made at www.fisheriesireland.
ie/bluefin

Only authorised vessels may 
partake in this scientific fishery. 
Unauthorised vessels are not 
permitted to target or catch 
bluefin tuna – any unauthorised 
person found to be targeting 
bluefin will be prosecuted.

Cullen Fellow developing methods to map Ireland’s 
seaweed species

Tom Rossiter is a PhD 
student at the National 
University of Ireland, 

Galway (NUI Galway) and a 
Marine Institute funded Cullen 
Fellow. His research, entitled 
‘An Integrated Approach 
towards Seaweed Resource 
Assessment’ aims to develop 
methods to map the distribution 
and the total quantity of two 
seaweed species in pilot study 
areas in Ireland. 

One of these species is 
the common brown seaweed 

(Ascophyllum nodosum) found 
in the intertidal zone, the rocky 
area where the ocean meets the 
land between high and low tides. 

“Seaweeds in the intertidal 
zone may look quite similar, 
especially in terms of colour. 
By using a drone equipped 
with a special type of camera, 
a hyperspectral sensor, we are 
able to view the areas of the 
electromagnetic spectrum that 
can’t be seen by the human eye 
or a normal camera. This allows 
us to identify subtle colour 
changes between the different 
species of seaweed. Using a 
computer programme, seaweed 
can then be identified when 
looking at images produced by 
the drone,” Tom explains. 

Tom is also using acoustic 
sensors mounted on research 
vessels to map kelp, the brown 
seaweed species commonly 
found around the coast of 
Ireland. 

“By measuring how long it 
takes sounds to travel from the 
sensor to the seabed, we can 
map water depth. As the seabed 

is hard, it strongly reflects 
sounds and provides a clear 
image. Kelp will often appear 
as noise above the clear image 
of the seabed. By tuning the 
frequency of our acoustic sensor, 
we can focus on this noise which 
enables us to further understand 
the height and area covered by 
kelp,” Tom said. 

Tom’s research is being 
undertaken as part of the 
INFOMAR Programme. 
INFOMAR is jointly managed 
by the Marine Institute and 
Geological Survey Ireland 
and funded by the Department 
of Communications, Climate 
Action and Environment. 
INFOMAR surveys Ireland’s 
unmapped marine territory 
and is also creating a range of 
integrated mapping products 

of the physical, chemical and 
biological features of the seabed. 

Tom is working in a space 
where established mapping 
techniques have not yet been 
developed. He says his research 
will provide data to support 
informed decision-making about 
how to assess environmental 
impacts and manage Ireland’s 
seaweed resource in the future. 

“With increasing awareness 
of the value of seaweed, both 
ecologically and economically, 
it is imperative that effective 
management decisions are made 
to ensure the sustainability of 
this resource. Potentially the 
methodologies that are being 
developed could be scaled up to 
allow for the mapping of larger 
areas and to provide the data that 
decision makers require.”

Experts in shark biology, 
data and mapping recently 
met at the Marine 

Institute’s headquarters in 
Oranmore, Co Galway to map 
the distribution of deepwater 
sharks, skates and chimaeras in 
the North-East Atlantic Ocean. 
This information will assist 
in understanding the range 
and habitat of these species, 
underpinning future management 
decisions. 

The International Council for 
the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) 
WKSHARKS Workshop aims 
to produce maps that indicate 
the area and depth of 25 species 
of deepwater sharks, skates and 
chimaeras. This information 
will be considered by the 
Convention for the Protection 
of the Marine Environment 
of the North-East Atlantic 
(OSPAR) and the North-East 
Atlantic Fisheries Commission 
(NEAFC) to determine future 
action to sustainably manage 
these populations. These two 
organisations have a joint interest 
in the open north Atlantic, while 
ICES scientists have unique 
knowledge of the deepwater 
fisheries and species in this area. 
Ireland, Portugal, Iceland and 
the UK are the main countries 

involved in this review.
Maurice Clarke, Fisheries 

Scientist at the Marine Institute 
and WKSHARKS Workshop 
Chair said, “Sharks and rays 
have an important function 
in maintaining balanced and 
healthy marine ecosystems. 
Providing scientific advice is 
essential to protecting these 
marine species in the North-
East Atlantic. For many of these 
species, this is the first time that 
data from European surveys is 
being collated and analysed for 
this purpose.” 

Irish waters are home to 
71 species of sharks, skates, 
rays and chimaeras. These 
species include some of the 
latest maturing and slowest 
reproducing of all vertebrates, 
resulting in very low population 
growth rates with little capacity 
to recover from overfishing and 
other threats such as pollution or 
habitat destruction.

Scientists and marine experts 
analysed decades of data from 
research surveys in the North 
Atlantic Ocean. This included 
nearly 30 years of data collected 
by Irish scientists on board the 
Marine Institute’s RV Celtic 
Explorer and commercial 
vessels. 

ICES workshop aims to map 
deepwater sharks in the 
North-East Atlantic

Bluefin tuna scientific 
catch-tag-and-release 
angling fishery 2020

Tom Rossiter

PUBLIC NOTICE
APPLICATION FOR A FORESHORE LICENCE

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 19 of the Foreshore 
Act, 1933 that Energia Renewables ROI Ltd., The Liberty Centre, 
Blanchardstown Retail Park, Dublin D15 YT2H has applied to the 
Minister of Housing, Planning and Local Government for a licence 
under Section 3 of the said Act for site investigation survey works in 
the South Irish Sea off the Co. Wexford/Wicklow coastline.

A copy of the application, and the relevant maps, plans, and drawings, 
are available for inspection for the next 30 days, free of charge, at:
• Wexford Garda Station, Mulgannon, Wexford Town, Co.Wexford; 
• Gorey Garda Station, Main Street, Gorey, Co. Wexford and 
• Arklow Garda Station, Abbey Street, Arklow, Co. Wicklow.
 
The documentation is available on the Department’s website 
www.housing.gov.ie/planning/foreshore/applications/energia-
site-investigation-wexford-coast

Any person who wishes to make an objection to, or a representation 
in respect of the grant of the licence sought should do so in writing, 
giving reasons, between the dates of 4th March and 6th April (quoting 
ref: FS 007048), to the Marine Planning Policy and Development 
Section, Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government, 
Newtown Road, Wexford, Co. Wexford or foreshore@housing.
gov.ie. The closing date for submissions is close of business on 
Monday 6th April 2020.

All objections and representations received will be forwarded to 
the applicant for comment prior to any decision being made in 
the matter. Material upon which the Minster shall determine this 
application may be published on the Department’s website. In 
this regard the Department wishes to draw attention to its policy 
on defamatory material that may be contained in submissions it 
receives, which may be found at: www.housing.gov.ie/planning/
foreshore/public-participation-foreshore-consent-process

Dated this 4th day of March 2020
                 

                        Name and address: Energia Renewables ROI Ltd., 
The Liberty Centre, Blanchardstown Retail Park, 

Dublin, D15 YT2H

Shannon Foynes Port Company 
Foreshore Application for a Jetty Structure at 

Foynes, County Limerick
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 19A of the Foreshore 
Act 1933 (as amended), that the Shannon Foynes Port Company, 
Harbour Office, Mill House, Foynes, Co. Limerick has applied for 
consent under the Foreshore Acts to occupy an area of foreshore 
for a Jetty Structure at Foynes, County Limerick.

An Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) has been 
prepared in respect of this proposal. The foreshore application, 
EIAR, associated documents, all relevant maps, site plans and 
drawings may be inspected at the following locations:

A hard copy of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report may 
be purchased from the applicant.  A Non Technical Summary may 
be obtained free of charge.

CDs that include the Environmental Impact Assessment Report, 
maps, site plans and drawings, and a copy of the foreshore 
application are available free of charge from the applicant at the 
address stated above or by emailing engineering@sfpc.ie.

The application may also be viewed on the following dedicated 
website: www.foreshorefoynes.sfpc.ie and on the Department’s 
webs i te :www.hous ing .gov. ie /p lann ing / foreshore /
applications/shannon-foynes-port-company-0 

The Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government is 
responsible for making a decision on this application and he may 
either grant, approve or consent to the application with or without 
covenants, conditions or agreements, where applicable, or refuse 
the application. 

Section 19C of the Foreshore Act does not apply to this application. 

Submissions, comments in relation to the proposal may be 
made in writing within 8 weeks from the publication of this notice 
to the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government at 
Foreshore Unit, Department for Housing, Planning and Local 
Government, Newtown Road, Wexford, Co. Wexford or by e-mail 
to foreshore@housing.gov.ie (Quoting Ref: MS FS006837). 
The closing date for the receipt of written submissions, comments 
or questions is therefore 17:30 on 23/03/2020.

Within 8 weeks from the publication of this notice, a copy of the 
application, the Environmental Impact Assessment Report and 
any other relevant report or information (including copies of any 
submissions, comments, or questions received by the appropriate 
Minister) may be inspected free of charge at the Foreshore Unit, 
Department for Housing, Planning Local Government, Newtown 
Road, Wexford, Co. Wexford during the hours 10:00 to 13:00 and 
14:00 to 17:00 Monday to Friday. All of this material, including 
submissions from the public, will also be published on the website 
of the Department  for Housing, Planning and Local Government 
at:www.housing.gov.ie/planning/foreshore/applications/
shannon-foynes-port-company-0 

Dated this 23rd day of January 2020

Name and Address: 
John Carlton, Shannon Foynes Port, 

Mill House, Foynes, Co. Limerick

PUBLIC NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
A FORESHORE CONSENT

Newcastle West Garda Station,                                                                       
Churchtown Road,                                               
Newcastlewest,                                                       
Co. Limerick V42 YX31

Foynes Library                                                                                                                                     
Main Street, Corgrig, 
Foynes, 
County Limerick 

Limerick City and County Council
City Hall, 
Merchants Quay, 
Limerick, 
V94 EH90.

(Open 24 Hours)

(10am-5pm
Tuesday,
Thursday Friday; 
10am-1pm and
4pm-8pm Wednesday

(9am-5pm Monday 
to Friday), 

The latest leap forward in 
fisheries surveillance? 
Albatross spies. 

Scientists have designed a 
device with a GPS antenna to 
track location, another to detect 
ship radar, a third to send the data 
back to headquarters and a solar 
panel to power them, which can 
be mounted on the backs of the 
birds, to identify boats that have 
turned off their AIS and send their 
location back to authorities. 

Albatrosses are perfectly suited 
to such missions on account of the 
long distances they travel and their 
attraction to fishing boats – which, 
scientists say, they can spot from 
30km away. When the bird detects 
a boat and homes in on it, the 
device picks up the radar signal of 
the boat and sends the coordinates 
back to the scientists. 

The technology, shared by 
New Zealand and France, was 
trialled late last year when 169 
Albatrosses were fitted with these 
lightweight devices and released 
south of the Indian Ocean. Of 
353 radar contacts made, about 
30% were from vessels in national 
waters that had turned off their 
AIS. In international waters, 
36.9% of the vessels detected had 
the system turned off.

Cheaper than satellite 
monitoring as a means of 
collecting real-time data, if 
unlikely to replace it, researchers 
say the success of the project 
shows it is a form of surveillance 
that could possibly accompany 
satellite monitoring. However, 
directing birds to spy in particular 
areas would require the knowledge 
of bird experts, and advances in 
technology are already being made 
which in all likelihood will negate 
the need for albatross spies. 

In Europe, just last month, it 
was announced the European 
Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA) 
has taken up a remotely piloted 
aircraft system (RPAS) developed 
by the European Maritime Safety 
Agency (EMSA). The EFCA has 
been using a drone which takes 
off from the Lundy Sentinel patrol 
vessel and operates over ‘areas of 
interest’ in the seas around Europe. 

By flying in the vicinity of 
a fishing vessel, the remote-
controlled aircraft can collect data 
from different activities on board. 
This data is then transmitted in 
real-time to EFCA’s liaison officer 
on board the Lundy Sentinel, as 
well as to EFCA’s coordination 
centre in Vigo, and EMSA’s 
headquarters in Lisbon.

Watch the Albatross

http://www.fisheriesireland.ie/bluefin
http://www.fisheriesireland.ie/bluefin
http://www.nuigalway.ie/
http://www.nuigalway.ie/
http://www.nuigalway.ie/
https://www.infomar.ie/
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The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen

Commercial advert.indd   1 17/03/2016   15:37

Manufactured to customer requirements
Liam McDermott, Carndonagh, 
Co Donegal.  Tel: 086 8341662

Crab/ Velvet/ Lobster Pots for Sale

DELIVERING 
TO UK AND 
NORTHERN 

IRELAND

• Hull & Machinery
• Crew Cover
• Passenger Vessels
• Ferries
• Chartered Angling
• Pleasure Craft
• Workboats
• Employers & Public Liability
• Business Packages
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2504826 (Charlie)
Direct: +353 (0)74 91 77500
Fax: +353 (0)74 91 77200 
Email: info@chd.ie Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

MARITIME solicitors
RORY F. CONWAY B.C.L
DERMOT F.CONWAY B.COMM, B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
Office Number: 1890 253051

Fax Number: 021 4905624
emergency Mobile 24/7: 265 087 6793478

www.maritime.conways.ie

DETENTIONS AND ARRESTS

Injuries at sea

MARITIME MORTAGES

COLLISIONS AT SEA

TRANSFERS OF QUOTAS/VESSELS

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
FISHERIES LAW

WE PROVIDE A 365 DAY 24/7 
ALL IRELAND SERVICE

MARITIME SOLICITORS
DERMOT F. CONWAY B.COMM. B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
OFFICE NUMBER: 0214901000

Twitter @ConwaysLaw
EMERGENCY MOBILE 24/7: 0876793478

WWW.MARITIME.CONWAYS.IE

Commercial Craft Services include:
●Fishing Vessel Code of Practice 

Surveys, under 15m
●Vessel design

●Stability Books & Inclining 

Experiments
●Submissions to MSO

M: +353 (0) 86 4059426

E: niall@oharamarine.com

W: www.oharamarine.com

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE 

&

MARINE SURVEYING 

SERVICES

O'HARA MARINE LTD.

Art Kavanagh  QFA
Marine Finance Consultant

Glenlee
Killybegs

Co. Donegal
Ireland

353-74-9732915
353-87-6774455

artokavanagh@gmail.com

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

BRONZE PUMP SPECIALIST 
SINCE 1971

CONTACT US TODAY
E: enquiries@ccleghornltd.com 

W: www.ccleghornltd.com 
T: +44 (0) 1223 208384

We will discuss/advise/
recommend the correct 

marine pump for you

CLASSIFIEDS

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

PLACE YOU CLASSIFIED 
ADVERT HERE EACH MONTH 

BUSINESS LARGE
65X95mm

¤120 COLOUR
¤95 MONO

BUSINESS SMALL
65X45mm

¤100 COLOUR
¤75 MONO

The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen

Commercial advert.indd   1 17/03/2016   15:37

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

LARGE

SMALL

Install some 
peace of mind, 

fit a 
Prop Protector 

today!

CLEGGAN MARINE
www.clegganmarine.com

Tel: (095) 44037   Mob: 087 7759405
E-mail: sales@clegganmarine.com

The Pier, Cleggan, Co. Galway, Ireland

CLEGGAN MARINE

Tel: (095) 44037 Mob: 087 7759405
Email: salesclegganmarine@gmail.com

Web: www.clegganmarine.com

The subject of the picture 
must be related to the 
Fishing Industry (your 

vessel, your catch, a stormy day 
at sea…etc). Each month, the 
best photo will be published in 
The Skipper and the winner will 
receive a prize, courtesy of Swan 
Net Gundry Ltd and Guy Cotten.

Images sent in may also 
be used in other areas of the 
magazine if suitable.

OVERALL WINNER
2019/20
Send in your best fishing related photo and you could win a 
Sotra Fleece by Guy Cotten plus the chance to win overnight 
accommodation at the Irish Skipper Expo 2021.

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Skipper reserves the 
right to use your images 
for future use and 
possible publication.

OVERALL WINNER: AARON GRIFFIN
CONGRATULATIONS TO AARON ON HIS 
GREAT PICTURE OF PIERCE O’DRISCOLL 
HAULING POTS DOWN IN WEST CORK.   
SEE YOU IN LIMERICK!

SkipperThe

LEADING JOURNAL OF THE IRISH & UK FISHING INDUSTRIES

THE MONTHLY PRIZE

IN ASSOCIATION WITHPHOTO

MONTH
OF THE

The winner 
will receive 
a Sotra 
Fleece by

SPARES, NEW AND USED 
EQUIPMENT

Over 20 years supplying Ireland's top 
fishermen.

Trawl winches, Pot and Net haulers, 
Trawl blocks etc.

Also specialising in the refurbishment and 
sale of quality fishing vessels

such as: Cygnus, Holton, Kingfisher

Tel/fax: 066 9474175
Mobile 087 2791274 

Lake Road, Waterville, Co. Kerry.

and 
Derek Noble

and Derek Noble
SPARES, NEW AND USED EQUIPMENT
Over 20 years supplying Ireland’s top 

fishermen. Trawl winches, 
Pot and Net haulers, Trawl blocks etc.

Tel/Fax: 086 9474175
Mobile: 087 2791274

Lake Road, Waterville, Co. Kerry

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
Simply get your phones and 
cameras out, and send us 
your hi-res photos by email to 
editorial@maramedia.ie and 
don’t forget to mention your 
name and details, as well as a 
brief description of the scene 
depicted. The photos must be 
taken by the person sending it 
to us, and it is understood that 
they are free of copyrights. 

TONY McGRATH FISH
Pulathomas, Ballina, Co. Mayo, Ireland.

Tel/Fax: 00-353-97-84536   Mobile: 00-353-87-2220622
Factory Tel No.: 00-353-97-82870

Email: mcgrathfish1@eircom.net   Web: www.fishonline.ie

WANTED ALL TYPES
OF WHITE FISH & SHELL FISH

For Sale

Tel: +353 (0)86 6775009

12”stainless Hydroslave, 
Radar, Plotter, Sounder, 

Auto Pilot, VHF.  
Immaculate condition, 

Skerries. 

GERRY SMYTH 7M 2012, 
85HP PERKINS

FOR SALE
Caterpillar Filters - 

Oil and Fuel.  
Also Caterpillar part 

for 3406.  
Tel: 087 6844723

SC
OT

TISH SKIPPER EX
PO 

15/16 MAY 2020
P&J LIVE ABERDEEN

SAVE THE DATE

OPENING TIMES
FRI 10-6  SAT 10-4

www.theskipper.ie
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Days Gone By...
Large prints available of any picture below, €20 including P&P

If you have copies of any images that you would like us to include in our Days Gone By 
page, please email them to editorial@maramedia.ie. If possible include details, names, 
location and date. To order any of the above images please email design@maramedia.ie

44 45MARCH 2020The Skipper Archives

The Archives - MARCH 1974

Image supplied by Daniel Boyle.
SEND US YOUR OLD IMAGES

Image supplied by Daniel Boyle.

The Sharon Elizabeth. The Gary Og, on stalks at the BIM Boatyard, Killybegs.



MARCH 2020The Skipper Crossword Break

Tel:+353 (0)74 9177500 Fax:+353 (0)74 9177200
Email: info@chd.ie  Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is regulated 
by the Central Bank of Ireland

  1. Tuneful
  2. Atmospheric layer
  3. Surrender
  4. Caustic wit
  5. Frail with age
  6. Canadian province
12. Nought
15. Pear-shaped fruit
16. Refers
17. Reversal in progress
19. Alphabet (1,1,1)
20. European Jewish language
22. Foot joint
23. Tobacco item

  1. Something remembered
  5. Actress, Cameron ...
  7. Rockies state
  8. Board/counters game
  9. Amount owed
10. Clear
11. Rely
13. Tea, ... Grey
14. Channels
18. SOS
21. Hood
22. Voluntarily, of one’s own ...
24. Built-up (zone)
25. S African currency
26. Mongolian desert

Send entries before 17th MARCH 2020 to: 
Crossword Competition, The Skipper, 
Annagry, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. 
(Photocopies not accepted).

You can now take a picture of your 
completed crossword and email your entry 
along with relevant details to 
brid@maramedia.ie.

FREE BUY & SELL 
LISTINGS

• Vessels • Equipment  
• Wanted • Tonnage  

• Gear • Miscellaneous

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

1ST - Mullion Softshell Jacket
GERARD CAREY, DUNGARVAN,

CO. WATERFORD

2ND - Skipper Beanie
HENRY MOORE, AN POST SORTING OFFICE, 

WESTPORT, CO. MAYO

MULLION SOFTSHELL JACKET
           

1st prize in The Skipper Crossword 
visit: www.mullion.com

as worn by Tony Brown, Mullion Technician

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TEL: (REQUIRED):

EMAIL:

 SMALL      MEDIUM      LARGE      XL       2XL

47

ACROSS

DOWN

FEBRUARY SOLUTION

Proud sponsors of  The Skipper crossword

IMPORTANT PLEASE INDICATE JACKET SIZE:

FEBRUARY WINNERS
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Lyonesse PZ 81 fishing for sardines out of Newlyn. Skipper, Will Treneer, crew Tom 
Lambourn and Treeve Perry. Owner Sam Lambourn. Image sent in by Treeve Perry  

Crew on the Orca, Eric O’ Reilly, 
Jason Coakley, and Ivan Clinch, 
fishing out of Dun Laoghaire. 

Eoghan Galvin 
checking his dads 
pots in Co Clare. 
Image sent in by 
Thomas Galvin

NOW 
ONLINE

€25 - 12 Issues / 1yr

€3 - single issue

Join today at www.theskipper.ie/subscribe/

HARD 
COPY
1 Yr / 12 Issues

IRL-EUR €45-€55
UK £45

Crew of the Arkh Angell. 
Image taken by skipper Georgie Gillan.

Landing fishing in Benidorm. Image by Mick Bayes Jr.

Western Chieftain SO237. Image: Martin Doherty

OUT
ABOUT&

GOT A GREAT PHOTO? 

SEND IT TO THE SKIPPER
email it to us at: 

editorial@maramedia.ie

The crew fishing onboard “An Bhean 
Eile”in Schull harbour, boat nearly full to 
the rails!! Pat Coughlan and his two girls. 
Image Kerrie Anne Harte 

*Failure to select jacket size will result in void entry

Girl Stephanie  landing mackerel in 
Longva, Norway. Image: Tommy Dirrane
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BE SAFE AT SEA - WEAR YOUR PFD

Fishing Safety expert and rescued Skipper call 
on crews to avail of training and check safety 
equipment after dramatic Isle of Man rescue

THE FISHERMEN’STHE FISHERMEN’S  

FLING!FLING!
A CHARITY GALA EVENING

IN AID OF LAST 
(LOST AT SEA TRAGEDIES)

DRINKS RECEPTION SPONSORED BY THE SKIPPER 
& 4 COURSE CELEBRATION OF IRISH SEAFOOD 

DINNER SPONSORED BY BIM

CASTLETROY PARK HOTEL
FRI 13TH MARCH 2020 @7.00PM 

TICKETS: €80 PP
Available at www.eventbrite.ie

LIVE BAND & DJ / DANCING TILL LATE

9 772009 348025
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RNLI Fishing Safety Manager, 
Frankie Horne has urged the 
fishing community to avail 

of safety training that is on offer for 
their crews and to ensure that their 
safety equipment is up to date. It 
comes after the skipper of a fishing 
vessel that sank late last year off the 
Isle of Man has attributed their rescue 
to the safety training the crew had 
undertaken previously and to their 
lifejackets, which were fitted with 
personal locator beacons.

On the evening of 23 November 
last year, the fishing vessel Polaris 
suffered a catastrophic hull failure 
off the west coast of the Isle of Man. 
The vessel sank so rapidly that the 
skipper only had time to send out a 
Mayday to the coastguard and other 
surrounding fishing boats before the 
vessel became submerged. 

The coastguard immediately 
launched two RNLI lifeboats 
from Port St Mary and Port 
Erin and a Rescue Helicopter. 
However, it was a local fishing 
vessel, Lynn Marie, which arrived 
first on scene. The skipper and a 
crewmember from Polaris had been 

in the water for at least 15-20 mins 
before help arrived.

The skipper of the fishing boat that 
rescued them, the Lynn Marie, feared 
the worst on arriving at the scene as 
the Polaris had already gone below 
the water. The skipper stopped his 

engine to listen for the crew of 
the Polaris which proved a wise 
decision as he heard two men in the 
water shouting. The Lynn Marie crew 
located them with a searchlight and 
recovered them from the water. 

Commenting on the rescue 
RNLI Fishing Safety Manager 
Frankie Horne said, “After speaking 
with Gordon Mills, the skipper of 
the Polaris, and the crew of Lynn 
Marie on their arrival at Peel, it 
was quite clear that this could have 
been a very different story had the 
crew of both vessels not acted so 
professionally. The crew had attended 
safety training and wore lifejackets 
fitted with Personal Locator Beacons 
which had increased their chances of 
survival.” 

 Gordon Mills, skipper 
of Polaris added, “At no time did 
I feel our lives were in danger due 
to our training and equipment. We 
had a policy of wearing lifejackets 
on the working deck since attending 
refresher training, where I was shown 
a film involving fishermen wearing 
their normal working clothes, being 
put through their paces in the RNLI 
Survival Centre Environmental Pool, 
both with and without lifejackets 
in cold water with wave movement 
whilst attempting to recover 

themselves.”
 Speaking about the training they 

had undertaken, Gordon continued, 
“To see fishermen struggling in a 
controlled environment and only 
lasting a few minutes or in some 
cases a few seconds without the 
lifejacket makes you think about 
your own safety. I can tell you that 
there is no doubt that the lifejackets 
saved our lives. We wouldn’t have 
even been afloat for the crew of 
Fishing Vessel Lynn Marie to recover 
us from the water had we not been 
wearing them. I would encourage 
all fishermen to start wearing their 
lifejackets while on deck, you just 
never know when you might need it.”

 For advice on training 
contact http://www.bim.ie/
training/ in Ireland or RNLI Fishing 
Safety https://rnli.org/safety/choose-
your-activity/commercial-fishing

Polaris PL.193

Polaris Skipper, Gordon Mills
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