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International Maritime Lawyer calls for inquiry into conduct of maritime investigations. see pages 2-4
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An Irish international 
maritime lawyer says 
he hopes the Garda will 

respond positively to his call 
for an inquiry into the State’s 
role in investigating marine 
accidents.

Michael Kingston, whose 
father Tim died in the Whiddy 
Island Betelgeuse explosion 
41 years ago, visited Garda 
headquarters on January 
8th to seek an inquiry into 
the conduct of marine 
investigations.

He submitted material to 
the Garda and has called 
for a “root and branch 
review” of the Department of 
Transport’s maritime safety 
directorate.

Mr Kingston said he had 
asked the Garda to investigate 
what he termed “the failings 
of the State in investigating 
maritime accidents, as a 
matter of urgency in order 
to save life and to establish 
the fundamental rights of 
victims in death and those 
of their family members in 
investigations”.

He was accompanied at 
his meeting with the Garda’s 
liaison and protection unit to 
the national maritime safety 
committee by Independent 
TD Mattie McGrath and Anne 
Marie O’Brien, whose brother 
John O’Brien and his friend 
Patrick Esmonde  drowned in 
2010 off Helvick Head, Co 
Waterford.

He has circulated 
correspondence on the issue to 
President Michael D Higgins, 
the Taoiseach Leo Varadkar, 
Cabinet and Oireachtas 
members and key officials in 
Government.

Ireland has already been 
referred to the European Court 
of Justice for failing to 
uphold EU law on “impartial” 
investigations of marine 
incidents.

The European Commission 
said in July 2018 that 
the presence of Ireland’s 
department of transport 
secretary general or nominee, 
and the Irish Marine Survey 
Office’s chief surveyor, on 
the five-person board could 
represent a conflict of interest.

A press spokeswoman 
confirmed to The Skipper that 
the European Commission is 
currently waiting for a hearing 
date, following the referral to 
the European Court of Justice.

The Department of Transport 
said it had not been notified of 
a complaint lodged with the 
Gardaí and had “no comment 
in that regard”.

The department also said it 
had “no comment” to make 
in advance of any judgment 
in relation to “proceedings 
under way in the European 
Court of Justice relating to the 
independence of the MCIB 
board”.

The Garda Press Office has 
confirmed that a meeting was 
held at Garda headquarters 
on Wednesday, January 8th, 
between “members of An 
Garda Síochána acting on 

behalf of the Commissioner 
and Mr Michael Kingston.

“At the meeting Mr Kingston 
passed correspondence to the 
members, the content of which 
is currently being considered,” 
it said.

Mr Kingston, who has 
worked as a consultant to 
the International Maritime 
Organisation, also claims that 
the State had been alerted to 
malfunctioning of emergency 
position indicating radio 
beacons (EPIRBs) before an 
incident in which the beacons 
failed and three brothers lost 
their lives off the Waterford 
coast.

Paul (49), Kenny (47) 
and Shane (44) Bolger 
from Passage East, Co 
Waterford drowned when their 
punt capsized in Tramore Bay 
in June 2013.

All three brothers had been 
wearing lifejackets, and may 
have relied on the EPIRB 
activation with water to 
alert rescue agencies to their 
location, but the signals were 
not picked up.

The year after the incident, 
the manufacturer issued a 
product recall for EPIRBs 
manufactured between January 
2005 and February 2008. 
The Department of Transport 
subsequently confirmed that 
in 2010 it had contacted the 
manufacturer over false alerts 
and battery failures.

The issue of EPIRB 
failure was investigated by 
The Skipper for a special 
report published in January 
2014, where this magazine 

By Lorna Siggins

International maritime lawyer calls for 
inquiry into ‘the failings of the State in 
investigating maritime accidents’

highlighted that a panel of 
Marine Survey Office (MSO) 
surveyors of vessels under 
15 metres in length were not 
licensed to carry out a radio 
survey and could only visually 
check that an EPIRB is on 
board a vessel at the time of 
survey.

Mandatory use of 
EPIRBs on all Irish fishing 
vessels had been one of the 
recommendations of the 
1996 review of fishing vessel 
safety. The then Minister of 
the Marine, Michael Woods, 
introduced two statutory 
instruments setting out the 
legal requirements governing 
the use and inspection of 
EPIRBs on fishing vessels up 
to 24 metres and these were 
signed into law in 1998 and 
1999.

As part of its investigation 
in late 2013, The Skipper 
contacted several of the 
independent surveyors on the 
panel for under 15m vessels, 
who stated that they did 
voluntarily use the self-test 
feature on the EPIRB when 
conducting surveys, but had 
no way of determining if the 
unit was fit to transmit when 
activated.

Referring to the Whiddy 
Island explosion which claimed 
51 lives in 1979, Mr Kingston 
said in a statement outside 
Garda headquarters on January 
8th that the issues raised by 
him “are a repeat of history, 
of our failure to learn lessons, 
of our failure to have correct 
structures in place for safety, 
and of our State failure to take 
responsibility for wrongdoing”. 

He also expressed his 
sympathies to the families of 
Willie Whelan and Joe Sinnott, 
the two fishermen from the 
11.7m Alize who lost their 
lives off the Wexford coast in 
early January, and to the family 
of fisherman Kodie Healy, who 
died in a fishing incident in 
Dunmanus Bay, Co Cork, in 

October 2019.
Mr Kingston has repeatedly 

called on Ireland to ratify the 
2012 Cape Town agreement 
for fishing vessel safety, which 
applies to vessels over 24 
metres. Ireland is one of 48 
states which has already signed 
the Torremolinos Declaration 
which publicly indicates a 
determination to ensure the 
Cape Town Agreement is in 
force by the tenth anniversary 
of its adoption, as on October 
11th 2022.

The Cape Town Agreement 
addresses safety aboard 
fishing vessels, including 
vessel construction and safety 
equipment. However, it will 
only enter into force 12 months 
after at least 22 states—which 
together have a total of 3,600 
fishing vessels over 24 meters 
in length fishing the high 
seas—agree to it.

A total of thirteen countries 
have ratified the agreement so 
far: Belgium, Congo, Cook 
Islands, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Iceland, Netherlands, 
Norway, Saint Kitts and Nevis, 
Sao Tome and Principe, South 
Africa and Spain.

Mr Kingston has pointed out 
that the final explosion of the 
Betelgeuse occurred because 
“the world had not ratified 
SOLAS 1974 by 1979”.

These SOLAS regulations 
“contained provisions for 
simple inert gas systems that 
would have prevented the final 
explosion which killed those 
who were swimming to the 
island” including his father 
Tim, Mr Kingston said.

Mr Kingston has noted that 
the last person from Goleen 
who saw his father Tim on 
January 7th 1979 was the late 
Kodie Healy’s grandfather, 
Paddy. The late Tim Kingston 
had given Paddy a lift to 
the village of Durrus before 
starting work on the offshore 
jetty at 8pm on the night of the 
Whiddy Island disaster.
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The Minister for Agriculture 
Food and the Marine, 
Michael Creed TD 

announced on January 5 the opening 
of an initial public consultation 
to inform the development of a 
new operational programme for 
the sustainable development of 
the seafood sector for the 2021-
27 period. The Programme will 
be developed in the context of 
the proposed EU Regulation on 
a European Maritime, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Fund, which 
is presently being negotiated 
by the EU co-legislators with a 
view to enactment in the Autumn 
of 2020. The new operational 
programme will be co-funded by 
the Government of Ireland and the 
European Union.

Speaking at the launch of the 

public consultation, Minister Creed 
said: “My Department’s present 
EMFF Operational Programme for 
the seafood sector is nearing its end 
and will be wound up in 2021. It 
has been a success in channelling 
€240 million into vital investments 
to promote the sustainable growth 
of our seafood sector and will 
leave a lasting legacy of enhanced 
sustainability, profitability, 
competitiveness and enhanced value. 

“We are now facing into a new 
Programme period starting in 2021 
and while many of the challenges 
and opportunities facing our 
seafood sector will continue to be 
relevant for the future programme, 
there will also undoubtedly be 
some new and changed investment 
priorities. Adapting our seafood 
sector to the changed landscape 

that Brexit will bring will be a vital 
consideration.  

“Climate change is a top priority 
for Government and we must 
consider what the new Programme 
will contribute to Ireland’s 
response. Preservation of marine 
biodiversity and Clean Oceans and 
ensuring the sustainability of our 
fish stocks will continue to be top 
priorities.  And we must continue 
to enhance the competitiveness, 
value and productivity of our sector 
through innovation, training, and 
targeted capital investment. 

“In this initial public consultation, 
I am asking our stakeholders to 
share their views on how we should 
address these and other relevant 
issues in our new programme, in 
what ways we should intervene, and 
how should we prioritise and get 

the right balance in distributing the 
available funds”.

The open call for submissions 
will run until 5pm on Friday 
7 February 2020. The Public 
Consultation document and 
Questionnaire are available at http://
bit.ly/2Rk03bN. Responses to the 
call for submissions can be made in 
a number of ways: 
• Online at https://www.

surveymonkey.com/
r/3SQ6YQN

• by email to EMFF@
agriculture.gov.ie

• by post to SDP 2021-
27 Consultation, Marine 
Programmes Division, 
Department of Agriculture 
Food and the Marine, National 
Seafood Centre, Clonakilty,  
Co Cork

Creed launches public consultation on Seafood 
Development Programme 2021-27

Fishermen in the Irish South 
and West Fish Producers 
Organisation (IS&WFPO) have 

made a formal request to the Minister 
for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
Michael Creed T.D for “a full and 
comprehensive review” of existing 
management arrangements for Blue 
Whiting. 

The formal request, made on 
January 8, highlights previous 
correspondence which states the 
Minister considers an “amendment 
to policy where a sufficient case 
can be established demonstrating 
the need for a change to the current 
arrangements.” However, the 
correspondence states, no such case 
has been made to date for Blue 
Whiting. 

In response, the IS&WFPO 
highlight that the fishing organisation 
had as early as January last year 
requested that Minister Creed embark 
upon a full and comprehensive of the 
policy, which, they state, “is both unfit 
for purpose and fails to comply with 
the requirements of the CFP”.

The policy, they state, fails, among 
others, to ensure access to a fair 
standard of living for all of those in 
the sector, specifically those who have 
depended on the fishery over the past 
15 years. 

The IS&WFPO also states it fails 
to comply with their reading of the 
CFP requirement that Union fishing 
vessels should have “equal access 

to Union waters and resources” and 
fails to contribute to a fair standard 
of living for those same fishermen 
“bearing in mind the socio-economic 
distribution of those who have 
partaken in and built a track record in 
the Fishery” over those years.  

The repeat request for a review 
comes, says the IS&WPO, following 
the exclusion of two of their members 
from the fishery last year – both of 
whom, they say, up until that year had 
participated in the fishery as a pair 
since 2004 “when Blue Whiting was 
an Open Fishery to all Fishing Vessels 
in BOTH the RSW-Pelagic and 
Polyvalent-RSW Segments.”

Last October, the Minister’s 
welcoming of the Blue Whiting 
allocation “agreed” for Irish 
fishermen invited sharp criticism from 
the IS&WFPO, who pointed out the 
allocation of 38,500 tonnes out of 
1,161,615 tonnes for Ireland’s fleet at 
some 3 per cent of the overall quota 
amounted to mere “crumbs”.

At that time, the IS&WFPO also 
asserted 91 per cent of those crumbs 
would go to a total of 23 Irish boats. 
With a tiny 9 per cent, 27 others 
would gather mere dust, they said. 
Those 27 other fishermen, they 
said, holding the exact same licence 
entitlements, under the current policy, 
would be forced to go into a lottery, 
with the lucky recipients of a permit 
to fish each getting a maximum of 
400 tonnes. 

The body of missing Alize 
skipper Willie Whelan has 
been located. As The Skipper 

was going to print, a recovery 
operation for the fisherman’s body 
was underway.

The missing Alize skipper 
was located on the morning 
of Wednesday, January 22, by 
members of Hook Sub-Aqua Club 
at the site of the wreck of the Alize, 
off the coast of Hook Head, Co 
Wexford.

A statement from an Garda 
Síochána on Thursday, January 23, 
the day The Skipper went to print, 
states: “A joint operation between 
the Coast Guard, Navy and An 
Garda Síochána continues today, 
Thursday 23rd January 2020 to 
recover the body from the wreck. 
The ILV Granuaile vessel is on-
site to provide a platform for Navy 
Divers.”

It is understood that a team of 
12 naval divers, who have by now 
been well-prepped for the deep dive, 
have been onsite since first light this 
morning (January 23).  

The search for the missing Alize 
skipper had been ongoing since the 
night of January 4, after Gardaí and 

the Coast Guard were alerted to 
reports that the 11.7m Duncannon 
scalloper had sunk with two men on 
board. 

A major operation was 
subsequently launched, with 
Kilmore Quay RNLI, Dunmore 
East RNLI and Coast Guard R117 
attending.

One crewman, Kilmore Quay 
fisherman Joe Sinnott, was quickly 
recovered but passed away later 
on the morning of January 5 at 
Waterford University Hospital. Joe 
Sinnott was laid to rest in Kilmore 
on January 8, as the search for 
Willie Whelan continued.

The search and recovery 
operation, since January 6 has 
been led by an Garda Síochána, 
coordinated at sea by the Coast 
Guard Marine Rescue Co-ordination 
Centre, with the Navy onsite for 
much of the past weeks, acting as 
On Scene Coordinator.

Since news of the tragedy 
emerged, RNLI units and a large 
fleet of local fishing vessels have 
also been involved in surface 
searches of the area, assisted by the 
Waterford Coast Guard helicopter 
and Air Corps CASA maritime 

surveillance aircraft, with shoreline 
searches of targeted coastal areas 
conducted by local Coast Guard 
units, including Kilmore Quay and 
Fethard units. Civil Defence units 
and locals have also assisted with 
the search. 

Subsurface searches and a 
profiling of the Alize wreck—which 
is understood to be lying at a depth 
of more than 50m, some ten nautical 
miles southwest of Hook Head—
have been carried out by the Naval 

Service Diving Section (NSDS), 
using side-scan sonar and remotely 
operated vehicle (ROV).

The thoughts and prayers of 
everyone at The Skipper are with 
the families and friends of both 
Willie Whelan and his colleague Joe 
Sinnott at this time, and all those 
involved in the ongoing recovery 
operation. We hope that by the time 
The Skipper is in print the sea will 
have given up Willie to his family. 
Ar dheis Dé go raibh siad.The Department announced on Friday 

January 10, that the Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 

Michael Creed had been authorised by the 
Government to arrange for the referral of 
the General Scheme of the Sea-Fisheries 
(Amendment) Bill 2020 to the Joint Oireachtas 
Committee on Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine for pre-legislative scrutiny prior to 
its submission to the Office of Parliamentary 
Counsel for drafting.

The main purpose of the proposed legislative 
amendments, they said, was to provide for a 
points system for masters (skippers) of fishing 
vessels for serious infringements of the rules of 
the Common Fisheries Policy, as required by 
EU Council Regulation 1224/2009.

The amendments “would resolve some 
typographical errors in the Sea-fisheries and 
Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 Act of 2006 and 
introduce other miscellaneous and technical 
amendments.”

Looking like the much maligned penalty 
points issue was set to soon resurface as had 
been promised by the Minister in the Dáil last 
September, following his announcement of an 
intention to table a statutory instrument (SI) 
on penalty points for fishermen last summer, 
four days later, on January 14, the Dáil was 
dissolved. 

As highlighted by industry representatives 
and Opposition parties, to date, all efforts by that 
Government to introduce a penalty points system 
for fishermen in Ireland have failed on account 

of the manner in which the Government has 
attempted to devise the system. 

Now with a General Election set for February 
8, and a new Government and Minister just 
around the corner, hopefully, fishermen will be 
making their needs (on a whole raft of issues, 
including penalty points) heard as politicians 
make their last canvassing rounds over the 
coming week or so.  

Speaking to a former fisherman on the phone 
the day The Skipper was going to print, I know 
fishermen—some of whom, on account of the 
short time frame to register their postal vote will 
be left disenfranchised—are also waiting with 
open ears (and a great deal of frustration) to hear 
something (anything?) on fisheries from the 
parties contesting this election.

Penalty Points Resurface four days before General Election called

IS&WFPO calls for wholescale 
review of blue whiting arrangements

Body of missing Alize skipper Willie Whelan located

The Alize. Image: Tony Muldoo
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The late Tom Ferguson, 
Skerries, Co Dublin, age 
76 years passed away 

peacefully after a short illness 
on December 22, 2019. His 
funeral mass was held in St. 
Patrick’s Church, Skerries and 
he was buried afterwards in 
Ardla Cemetery on Saturday, 
December 28. 

A proud son of Skerries, 
where he lived all his life, 
Tom had fishing in his blood. 
The eldest of a hard-working 
fishing family—’The Fishing 
Fergusons’ The Irish Times once 
called them—Tom first went 
to sea at the age of 14 on his 
father’s boat, the Ross Cathail. 

From that moment, fishing 
was his first love. Not only that, 
he was very good at it to boot 
and would go on to have an 
exceptionally successful fishing 
career, earning a very good 
living from the sea while he was 
at it. 

At the age of 21, Tom got 
his skipper’s ticket, and three 
years later took delivery of his 
first boat, the 56ft Ard Gillen 
in 1967. Becoming Skerries 
youngest boat owner when he 
purchased the £24,000 Killybegs 
built boat under a BIM scheme, 

Tom was also the first fisherman 
to bring a new boat into 
Skerries.

At the time, his wife Dolores 
recalls, many said he’d never 
pay for it, but he did with no 
problem – and then ordered 
another one, and another. 
Over the course of his fishing 
career, Tom would, in fact, take 
delivery of four new boats. 

With his love of the sea, for 
the fishing, and the entire way of 
life that goes with it, including 
the hard work and, of course, 
the excitement, Tom had a gift 
for finding fish, earning him a 
reputation for being one of the 
best fishermen on the east coast. 

In 1971, Tom’s 70ft Kenure 
was launched in Killybegs. Six 
years after that, he had the 86ft 
stern trawler, the Shenick built 
in Stonehaven. Seven years 
after that again, aged 41, Tom 
took delivery of the Seán Pól 
in 1984. With the steel hull 
built in France, by time she 
was completed (and extended) 
in Baltimore the vessel would 
eventually measure in or around 
130ft—one of the biggest in the 
country at the time—and cost 
some £2.1 million.

Living overlooking the sea 
in Skerries, Tom named his 
first three boats after local 
landmarks. His last, the Seán 
Pól—which he fished out of 
Killybegs, chasing mackerel and 
herrings from Norway right the 
way down to Cork—was named 
after his two sons, John and 
Paul (though most people, at the 
time, thought the boat had been 
named after Pope John Paul I – 
a source of much amusement in 
the Ferguson household). 

Though fishing may have 

been Tom’s first love, like all 
who make a living from the sea, 
Tom cherished his time at home, 
and even when fishing out of 
Killybegs, always made it home 
for a night at the weekend and 
would be off for three months 
of the summer when the boats 
were tied up for painting and 
maintenance.

Tom sold the Seán Pól 
and retired from fishing in 
2000. Still a young man by all 
accounts, at the age of 57, he 
suffered a catastrophic stroke 
the following year. Against 
all odds, 19 months later Tom 
was back home with Dolores 
looking out at the boats on the 
Irish Sea.

A quiet man who loved to 
be out meeting people, Tom 
remained at home with Dolores 
until the end. Very independent, 
which his son John supposes 
was down to his character and 
a strength learned at sea, Tom 
never complained and though 
wheelchair-bound, for the best 
part of the next two decades 

went out every day right around 
the seafront and down around 
the harbour, until his health 
started to deteriorate.  

Alongside fishing and being 
surrounded by his family and 
friends, Tom also loved sport, 
music and comedy. A keen 
Leeds supporter, Tom also had 
a soft spot for golf and was 
a longstanding member of 
Skerries Golf Club, where last 
year he and his wife Dolores 
joyfully celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary.  

Tom is survived by his loving 
wife and best friend Dolores, 
children John, Fiona, Paul 
and Lisa, eight grandchildren 
Niamh, Kate, Emily, Padraic, 
Alana, Amelia, Mara and Áine, 
brother Peter, sisters Marie and 
Rose, sons-in-law Aodhagán 
and Tim, daughter-in-law 
Deirdre and John’s partner 
Denise, nieces, nephews, 
relatives, extended family and a 
large circle of friends. 

Suaimhneas síoraí na 
bhflaitheas dó.
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– 14 April-17 June, NFC Castletownbere
– 14 April-12 June, NFC Greencastle

Deckhand Foundation Programme
– 03 February-13 March, NFC Greencastle

Navigation Control Courses (Fishing)
– 22 June-03 July, NFC Castletownbere
– 22 June-03 July, NFC Greencastle

Marine Engineering Processes (3 weeks)
– 11-29 May, NFC Castletownbere

Enhanced Safety Training (Under 15m)
– 04 February, NFC Greencastle
– 19 February, NFC Castletownbere
– 03 March, NFC Greencastle 
– 18 March, NFC Castletownbere

Basic Safety Training
– 03-05 February, NFC Greencastle
– 04-06 February, Lettermore, Co. Galway,  

contact 087 6837134
– 11-13 February, Lettermore, Co. Galway,  

contact 087 6837134
– 11-13 February, NFC Castletownbere
– 17-19 February, NFC Greencastle

– 25-27 February, Inis Mór, Co. Galway,  
contact 087 6837134

– 10-12 March, NFC Castletownbere
– 09-11 March, NFC Greencastle

PHECC First Aid Responder
– 17-19 February, NFC Castletownbere

STCW Personal Safety & Social Responsibility 
(PSSR)
– 06 February, NFC Greencastle

Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting (3-day)
– 24-26 February, NFC Greencastle
– 01-03 April, NFC Castletownbere
– 06-08 April, NFC Greencastle

Advanced Fire Fighting (5-day)
– 03-07 February, NFC Castletownbere
– 18-22 May, NFC Castletownbere
– 06-10 July, NFC Greencastle

Medical First Aid Aboard Ship
– 01-03 April, NFC Greencastle
– 06-08 April, NFC Castletownbere

GMDSS General Operators Certificate
– 09-24 April, NFC Castletownbere
– 14-28 April, NFC Greencastle

GMDSS Short Range Radio Proficiency  
(Modules 1 & 2)
– 11-13 February, NFC Greencastle
– 17-19 February, Doolin, Co. Clare,  

contact 087 6837134
– 30 Mar-02 April, Killybegs Co. Donegal, 

contact 087 6837134
– 06 April-08 April, Kilrush Co. Clare, 

contact 087 6837134
– 04-06 March, NFC Greencastle 

QQI Level 6 Commercial Scuba Diver
– 24 February-20 March, (pre-week medical 

course 17-21 February), NFC Castletownbere

Surface Supplied Diver (4 weeks)
– 30 March-24 April, NFC Castletownbere

Passenger Boat Proficiency
– 24-28 February, NFC Castletownbere
– 20-24 April, NFC Castletownbere

NFC Greencastle +353 74 938 1068
NFC Castletownbere +353 27 71230

To confirm the mobile training schedule on the 
west coast please contact 087 6837134 and 
on the east coast call 087 2334620. Funding for 
the course fee may be available through BIM’s 
Seafood Training Scheme.

www.bim.ie

National Fisheries College of Ireland 
Schedule for early 2020

EUROPEAN UNION
This measure is part-financed 
by the European Maritime  
and Fisheries Fund

Ireland’s EU Structural and
Investment Funds Programmes
2014 - 2020

Co-funded by the Irish Government
and the European Union

MCM Insurance Brokers Limited - 
Specialist broker to the Irish fishing sector.

 Contact our experts:
Ballina office on - 096 72977

MCM Insurance Brokers Ltd. are regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

THE European Commission 
failed to consult fishing 
skippers and vessel 
owners when it “rushed 

through” a directive on single use 
plastics last year, Irish industry 
members told a recent workshop in 
NUI Galway (NUIG), writes Lorna 
Siggins. 

The EU directive on reducing the 
environmental impact of plastics 
includes provisions for manufacture, 
use and disposal of fishing gear.

Ireland and other European 
member states will be bound to 
establish “producer responsibility” 
schemes by 2024 under the directive 
regulations agreed in March 2019.

EU Maritime Affairs Directorate 
official, Alena Petrikovicova – 
de Chevilly told the workshop 
that member states will have to 
establish national collection targets 
as part of an EU drive to reduce, re-
use and recycle marine litter.

Addressing the event, which was 
hosted by the Western Development 
Commission (WDC) , she said 
that over 15 million euro has 

been allocated from the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund for 22 
research projects.

She said some 18.7 million euro 
has been allocated for 26 projects 
to establish centres such as “blue 
laboratories” and “blue careers” 
which will research new uses for 
discarded gear.

However, West Cork fisherman 
and former Skipper editor Niall 
Duffy, who is part of the Smartnet 
project run with Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara (BIM) and the Irish 
South and West Fish Producers’ 
Organisation, said that legislation 
had been rushed through by the 
EU without consulting fishing 
communities.

He noted that skippers would not 
willingly discard valuable nets at 
sea, due to the cost, and called for 
a more detailed analysis of marine 
plastics.

Mr Duffy also said it was his 
personal view that 80 per cent of 
fishing gear washed up on the Irish 
south-west coast was from non-Irish 
vessels.

Some 96 per cent of the Irish 
trawling fleet has already signed 
up to BIM’s “fishing for litter” 
initiative.

Skateboards, sunglasses, bicycle 
baskets, bird feeders and socks 
can all be manufactured from 
recycled fishing gear, the seminar at 
NUIG heard.

Between five million tonnes and 
30 million tonnes of plastic ends 
up in the ocean every year, but 
there are no accurate figures for 
fishing gear as a percentage of total 
plastic waste, according to Richard 
Glavee-Geo, associate professor 
at the Norwegian University of 
Science and Technology.

NUIG Ryan Institute Director, 
Professor Charles Spillane said it 
was already projected there would 
be more plastic than fish in the 
oceans by 2050 at current disposal 
rates.

Professor Spillane explained 
that the “blue circular economy” 
concept was pioneered by round-
the-world sailor Ellen McArthur 
through the environmental 

foundation which she established.
Recycling and re-use of plastic 

constituents used in fishing gear is 
at an early stage in Europe, with 
two major recyclers – Aquafill in 
Italy, which recycles nylon for use 
in nylon yarn, and Plastics Global 
in Italy which turns nets into 
pellets.

Professor Martin Charter 
of the Centre for Sustainable 
Design in Surrey described how 
companies are exploring uses in 
many products ranging from dog 
leads to bicycle baskets.

Several participants at the 
workshop noted that incentive 
schemes would be required to 
ensure the burden of cost of 
recycling marine litter is not placed 
on fishing communities.

The Blue Circular Economy 
initiative is a three- year 
project, with partners in Ireland, 
Denmark, Norway and Scotland. 
It is supported by the Northern 
Periphery & Arctic (NPA) 
Programme as part of the European 
Regional Development Fund.

Industry says EU directive on single use plastics ‘rushed 
through’ without consultation
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“After sailing many a sea, he has now come home to shore”

Tom at the Portugal Master 2013

Seán Pól
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As 2019 came to a close, the 
Minister for Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine, 

Michael Creed, T.D., welcomed the 
increase in trawlers and other fishing 
boats now signed up to Ireland’s 
Clean Oceans Initiative.

The Minister launched the Clean 
Oceans Initiative in January 2019 
at Union Hall to address the serious 
issue of marine plastic pollution. 
The Minister at that time called for 
the participation of the entire Irish 
trawl fishing fleet in the scheme 
by 31st December 2019. To date, 
168 trawlers and 56 other fishing 
boats have signed up with 12 ports 
registered and involved in the 
initiative.  

With 96% of trawlers now 
signed up, Minister Creed said 
that fishermen had “risen to the 
challenge” set, however, he also 
highlighted that “we need to 
get every single trawler on-board 

for this.”  
“I’m delighted that the Fisheries 

Producer Organisations endorsed 
this Initiative and are encouraging 
their members to sign up and get 
involved,” he went on to say. The 
Producer Organisations (POs) 
represent the majority of Ireland’s 
trawling fleet and receive funding 
under the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund for production and 
marketing activities. 

Protecting the oceans is one 
of 17 Global Goals that make up 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. Ireland’s commitment 
to Goal 14, Life below water is 
reflected in the enthusiasm shown 
towards the Clean Oceans Initiative.

By the end of the third quarter 
of 2019, approximately 150 tonnes 
of marine plastic waste had been 
collected from 12 of Ireland’s 
busiest fishing ports and 54 tonnes 
of used fishing nets have been 

collected for recycling by BIM’s 
mobile shredder, the ‘Green 
Machine’. 

For those who may not have had 
a chance to yet but would like to 

join the effort and sign up to the 
Clean Oceans Initiative, applicants 
can sign up online at www.bim.ie/
fishing-for-litter/ or by contacting 
BIM directly at (01) 2144100.

News8 9

Kilmore Quay Tide Tables available for first time ever

In December, Kilmore Quay fishing community were named Fishing Community 
of the Year at the Clean Coasts Ocean Hero awards 2019, in recognition of their 
efforts to reduce marine litter in their everyday work life. L-R Eoin McDonnell 
(Fáilte Ireland), John Hickey (BIM), Declan Roche (Kilmore Quay fishing 
community), Declan Bates (Kilmore Quay Harbour Master) and Sinéad McCoy 
(Clean Coast's Coastal Communities Manager). Naoise Culhane Photography 

Rising to the Challenge. 96% of the large trawler 
fleet now signed up to the ‘Clean Oceans Initiative’

Ban on trawlers 
over 18m fishing 
inside 6 mile zone 
commences

The beginning of the new year saw the 
ban on larger trawlers fishing Ireland’s 
inshore waters take effect. The new year 

also saw a 25% increase in the minimum mesh 
size of nets for EU boats fishing in the Celtic 
Sea.

Since January 1, trawling by trawlers 
over 18m in length in coastal waters inside 
Ireland’s 6 mile zone has been prohibited, 
other than for sprat – which is being phased 
out during 2020 and 2021. Commenting on 
the ban, which has been welcomed in some 
quarters but has proven controversial in others, 
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
Michael Creed said: 

“The inshore waters inside our 6 mile 
zone will be restricted for trawling to smaller 
fishing vessels, 18m in length or less, from 
1 January which will both support our small 
scale and island fishermen and provide wider 
ecosystem benefits, including for nursery areas 
and juvenile fish stocks. This new policy will, 
I believe, support the development of small 
scale inshore and sea angling sectors which is a 
Government commitment.”

The Minister’s decision on the new policy 
was announced in December 2018. Taken 
following public consultation, the move was 
greeted positively by the inshore sector, with 
the National Inshore Fishermen’s Association 
(NIFA) hailing the decision as “undoubtedly 
the most significant policy decision made in 
the history of the state in terms of supporting 
Ireland’s Inshore Fishing sector! From a 
Social, economic, environmental and moral 

perspective this was the right decision.” 
The announcement was, however, criticised 

by a number of the Producer Organisations 
(POs) at the time, with the Irish South 
and West Fish Producers’ Organisation 
(IS&WFPO) stating it would be “devastating” 
for some boats and the Irish Fish Producer’s 
Organisation (IFPO) making the case that the 
move was “nothing more than a cynical kick 
back” that would have “very serious impacts” 
for some vessel owners. 

In acknowledgement of the impact the 6 
mile ban will have on the operations of some 
vessel owners, the policy is being introduced 
on a phased basis for the sprat fishery so that 
vessels in the fishery have adequate time to 
transition to other fishing activities. 

Minister Creed stated, “I see this new 
policy as an important reflection of Ireland’s 
commitment to the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals, namely SDG 8 decent 
work and economic growth, SDG 12 
responsible consumption and production, and 

SDG 14 life below water. The catch of one 
large vessel will have the potential to be spread 
out over many small vessels and thereby help 
support families in coastal communities.”

The ban came into effect as a 25% increase 
in mesh size for those fishing mixed whitefish 
in the Celtic Sea also came into effect. The new 
measures agreed at the December Fisheries 
Council in Brussels at the end of last year aim 
to increase the selectivity of fishing gear used 
by all EU vessels in the Celtic Sea and ensure 
catches of vulnerable stocks are avoided or 
minimised. 

Minister Creed said “The new measures 
agreed for the Celtic Sea to help rebuild the 
depleted cod and whiting fish stocks will 
also provide substantial benefits for all our 
whitefish stocks including for our inshore 
waters. As this will involve a change in the 
fishing gear used by Irish fishermen I have 
asked BIM to provide grant aid support to them 
to reduce the costs of the required fishing gear 
change.”

Our Lass II Image John Power 

Accurate tide times for 
2020 are now available 
for Kilmore Quay. Before 

this, leisure boaters, fishermen, 
harbour officials etc. needing tide 
times had to rely on tide tables 
produced for other places such as 
Great Saltee Island, Baginbun Head 
or even Pwllheli in Wales. Tables 
for these ports, while somewhat 
comparable, are just not suitable. 
For example, tides at the nearest 
tide station, Great Saltee, are about 
15 minutes later than Kilmore Quay 
and as this station is non-harmonic, 
low tide heights are not available. 
Sometimes Pwllheli tide tables 
are used here, but these tides are 
more than two meters higher than 
in Kilmore Quay. In fact, up to this 
year, Kilmore Quay was the only 
working harbour on the East and 
South coast of Ireland that did not 
have its own tide tables. 

This lack of tide information 
had become more important in 
recent years due to the silting up 
near the entrance to Kilmore Quay, 
and difficulty of access at low 
water. Dr Brian Coulter, a retired 
scientist and a leisure boater who 
currently produces tide tables for 
Wexford Harbour, approached the 
Marine Institute of Ireland to ask 
them whether they would put a 

temporary tide gauge at Kilmore 
Quay to collect the data needed for 
tide prediction. They replied that 
they did not have the funds, they 
estimated that it would cost over 
€10,000 to site a tide gauge at the 
port. 

To get around the problem, 
Dr Coulter decided to build a 
tide gauge and install it in the 
harbour. The UK Hydrographic 

Office (UKHO) agreed to accept 
the data and test it for validity. 
The Harbourmaster offered him 
a site with electricity and WiFi 
facilities; Dr Coulter supplied the 
rest. The tide gauge was designed 
to continuously measure the 
hydrostatic pressure at the bottom 
of a harbour wall in a quiet part of 
the harbour. Atmospheric pressure 
was also measured; the difference 
between them allowed the depth of 
water to be estimated. By taking 
the average of 250 measurements 
every 6 minutes; this allowed 
measurement accuracy better 
than one centimetre. The data 
were continuously uploaded to a 
website to facilitate monitoring 
and remote control of the station. 
A surveyor from Wexford County 
Council surveyed the site to allow 
the measurements to be calibrated 
to Malin Head ordinance survey 
datum.

The tide station collected tide 
heights every 6 minutes for 6 
months, from early May to the 
end of October 2018. These were 
sent to the UKHO who checked 
the values, crunched the numbers 
and found that they could deduce 
the 54 harmonic constants needed 
to prepare tide tables for Kilmore 
Quay. This enabled them to 
add Kilmore Quay to their vast 
database of tidal stations which 
covers the world. In their words, 
“Now, following the successful 
analysis of new tidal observations 
at Kilmore Quay (new port no. 
0765a), tide tables for Kilmore 
Quay (as opposed to Great Saltee) 
are available for 2020 and into the 
future”. 

This is the second time Dr 
Coulter has been involved in the 
improvement of tide tables. As 
a leisure sailor in earlier years, 
he was very dissatisfied with the 
quality of tidal information for 
Wexford Harbour. In 2007 he 
amassed data from the Wexford 
Harbour tide gauge and passed 
them on to the UKHO to see 

whether they could improve tide 
prediction. This collaboration 
was very successful; in 2009, 
UKHO used two years of data to 
compute new tide tables which, 
when compared with the old tables, 
reduced the percentage of times that 
Wexford Harbour tides were more 
than 30 minutes earlier or later 
than predicted from 46% to 9%. It 
turned out that the old tables were 
based on very old data. To quote 
UKHO words again: “The previous 
set of harmonic constituents we 
held on our database were based on 
29 days of observations attributed 
to the ‘Liverpool Tidal Institute’ 
(LTI), in 1855!!  So your initial 
2007 data you submitted refreshed 
data collected over 150 years 
ago!!” 

Eugene Keogh, coxswain of 
Kilmore Quay Lifeboat sponsored 
printing of the Kilmore Quay tide 
tables for 2020, and they may now 
be purchased from Keogh Marine 
in Kilmore Quay with all proceeds 
going to the RNLI. Wexford 
Harbour tables are also sold in 
Kilmore Quay and in Wexford to 
benefit the RNLI.

L-R Brian Coulter 
with Eugene Keogh 
examining the new 
tide tables.

Kilmore Quay Tides 2020

Ireland’s EU Structural and
Investment Funds Programmes
2014 - 2020

Co-funded by the Irish Government
and the European Union

 

An Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) wishes to notify 
training providers offering training for workers in  
the seafood industry including fisheries, aquaculture 
and seafood processing that European Maritime 
Fisheries Fund (EMFF) aid is available to support 
relevant industry training. 

The Seafood Training Scheme is administered by BIM 
and promotes the development of professional training, 
new professional skills and Lifelong Learning. Please 
complete a course evaluation form, which you will find 
at the link below, to get your course included on the BIM 
approved course list.

For further information:  
go to the Seafood Training funding page on  
http://www.bim.ie/schemes/seafood-training-scheme 

Contact: Darina Plunkett BIM: (01) 2144224 or  
 Email: training@bim.ie

www.bim.ie

NOTICE

EUROPEAN UNION
This measure is part-financed 
by the European Maritime  
and Fisheries Fund

9106 BIM EMFF Training Measure ad Skipper Qtr page.indd   19106 BIM EMFF Training Measure ad Skipper Qtr page.indd   1 10/12/2019   17:2110/12/2019   17:21
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The Marine Institute is one 
of 55 partners involved in 
EuroSea, a €12.6 million 

EU funded project which aims 
to significantly improve ocean 
observation in Europe and 
beyond. Researchers and industry 
representatives recently attended 
the EuroSea opening conference 
held in Brussels. 

There are significant gaps 
in our knowledge of the ocean 
due to missing or insufficiently 
linked ocean observations. Such 
knowledge gaps make it difficult 
to assess the present ocean status, 
as well as predict how best to 
plan for future developments for 
sustainable use of the oceans. The 
EuroSea project aims to better 
combine existing capacities in 
the European marine observing 
system and fill these existing 
gaps. As well as improving ocean 
measurements, EuroSea focuses 
on the quality and usability of 
collective data and on systems 
using the data for forecasting 
weather conditions. 

The Marine Institute will be 
leading an area of the EuroSea 
project which involves working 
with users in aquaculture, 
fisheries, tourism, and 
environmental agencies to co-
create products that help identify 
and foresee Extreme Marine 
Events. These Extreme Marine 
Events may be low oxygen levels 
and marine heatwaves that can 
threaten marine ecosystems, 
resources, food security and 
related businesses.  

Mr Mick Gillooly, Director of 
Ocean Science and Information 
Services at the Marine Institute 
said, “Working with European 
partners to enhance and develop 
integrated ocean and climate 
observation and monitoring 
programmes and enhance 
advisory services is a key strategic 
initiative of the Marine Institute. 
EuroSea will greatly improve 
European marine observing 
systems by combining resources 
and making data and information 
more easily accessible to all users.” 

The Marine Institute will be 
developing data products and 
services using numerical models 
in Irish waters, which will be 
combined with biological datasets 
provided by the Environmental 
Protection Agency and the 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Service. The Institute will also 
support the establishment of an 
integrated European Tide Gauge 

Network, which will include 
the existing Irish Tide Gauge 
Network. 

The EuroSea consortium 
includes scientific institutions 
and partners from 13 European 
countries, Brazil and Canada, 
and is receiving support from 
intergovernmental organisations 
and networks. The project is being 
coordinated by the GEOMAR 
Helmholtz Centre for Ocean 
Research Kiel.

Dr Toste Tanhua, GEOMAR 
Helmholtz Centre for Ocean 
Research Kiel said, “We want 
to pave the way for a sustained 
ocean observing system that 
not only provides researchers, 
but also users such as fisheries, 
aquaculture, coastal protection, 
offshore energy generation 
and ultimately the public with 
the information they need and 
demand. In doing so, we are 
also contributing to the United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development 
Goals, the UN Decade for 
Ocean Science for Sustainable 
Development, and the G7 
Initiative Future of the Seas and 
Oceans.”

EuroSea has received €12.6 
million in funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 
2020 Research and Innovation 
Programme. For more 
information visit eurosea.eu

East and South coast trawlers targeting whitefish & pelagic fish
West coast inshore scallop boat - East coast offshore scallop boat

FISH WANTED
Dublin based wholesale Seafood Company/Processor 

looking for boats to work with directly

For more information Contact: 0879643294 by text or call
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SFPA Issues New 
Guidance on Shucking 
for Scallop Sector

The Sea-Fisheries Protection 
Authority (SFPA) has issued 
updated guidance on the 

correct processing or shucking of 
scallops to remove or minimise the 
risk of food illness from marine 
biotoxins in these shellfish.

With Ireland’s growing 
reputation for producing quality, 
healthy seafood scallops continue 
to be one of the most popular 
shellfish both at home and for 
export. Purification or cooking 
of the shellfish does not remove 
the risk of food illness, whereas 
correctly shucked scallops are a 
low risk and the SFPA is urging 
industry to familiarise themselves 
with the correct steps to follow.

Phytoplankton, upon which 
the shellfish feed, are occasionally 
blighted by blooms of plankton 
species that produce marine 
toxins, which the bivalve molluscs 
accumulate in their digestive tract. 
These naturally occurring toxins 
do not harm the shellfish but they 
can cause human illness. Due to 
their physical size, scallops can 

be eviscerated or shucked which 
is highly effective in removing 
the majority of any biotoxin 
contamination that may be present.

Shucking correctly involves 
the extraction of the adductor 
muscle (white meat) with the 
attached gonads or roe only from 
the shell.  Adductor muscle rarely 
tests above the EU regulatory 
limit for marine biotoxins in live 
Bivalve Molluscs, while the gonad 
only occasionally exceeds the 
limit. However, routine analysis 
conducted by the Marine Institute 
shows that whole scallops landed 
by Irish fishermen frequently 
contain multiples of the 
regulatory limit.

Dr Susan Steele, Chair of the 
SFPA, states: “Ireland’s seafood 
sector continues to grow apace 
with the sector successfully 
targeting new business 
opportunities at home and abroad. 
The quality and safety of Ireland’s 
seafood produce to the consumer 
is integral to the continued 
expansion of the sector and it is 
essential that those working in 
the sector continue to take every 
step to ensure that only produce 
that is safe to eat is put on the 
market. In the case of scallops, 
correct shucking will minimise the 
food safety risks to consumers and 
safeguard that reputation.”

The guidance, available on 
the SFPA website, provides step-
by-step instructions for those 
intending to shuck scallops 
before selling them. The guidance 
includes:
1. The food hygiene measures 

handlers should take
2. The safest and most effective 

ways to handle the knife when 
shucking to avoid injury

3. The washing and inspection 
of scallops that should take 
place after the appropriate 
parts of the scallop have been 
shucked.

The full guidance can be viewed on 
the SFPA website: www.sfpa.ie

Improving ocean observation through the EU 
project EuroSea

NEWS in brief
BIM workshop for gigas and 
native oyster industry

 
BIM is hosting a Shellfish 

Workshop for the gigas and native 
oyster industry on Thursday 
the 13th and Friday the 14th of 
February in Carlingford, Co Louth.

The two day event includes 
a conference in the Four 
Seasons Hotel, Carlingford on 
day one with discussions on the 
topics of innovation, technical 
developments and commercially 
relevant scientific research from 
BIM, MI, SFPA, Bord Bia and the 
industry. Site visits to Carlingford 
Oyster Company and Ferguson 
Shellfish Farms are taking place 
on day two.

Go North – Swim fast! 
New evidence of migration of 

young salmon leaving Ireland  

Do juvenile salmon leaving 
Ireland’s east coast head North 
or South to get to their feeding 
grounds? Until recently we didn’t 
know. However, discovering the 
route taken by young salmon 
(smolts) leaving the east coast for 
the first time, recent research has 
tracked salmon smolts taking a 
northward route from rivers on the 
eastern coast to exit the Irish Sea, 
rather than south and west to join 
salmon on the western coast. 

Carried out by Inland Fisheries 
Ireland and Northern Ireland’s Agri-
Food and Biosciences Institute, the 
research involved tagging smolts 
in the Castletown and Boyne rivers 
in Co Louth during the spring last 
year. Three smolts were picked 
up on listening devices as they 
travelled northwards towards the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

Having travelled an estimated 
250km in little over a month, one 
was recorded in Scottish waters 
some 80 kilometres north of the 
Inishowen Peninsula – one of the 
longest distances recorded for a 
salmon tracked at sea en route to 
its feeding grounds in the North 

Atlantic! Two more were tracked off 
the Northern Ireland coast, further 
confirming the northward migration 
of the fish through the Irish Sea.

Plenty more fish in the sea?
Evidence fisheries 

management is working say 
researchers

Bucking the global fisheries 
crisis narrative, a new study 
led by global fisheries expert 
and University of Washington 
professor Ray Hilborn published 
recently in the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences 
(PNAS) indicates fisheries 
management is working – at least 
in terms of single-species stock 
assessments relative to MSY 
reference points. 

According to the study, which 
compiles estimates of the 
status of fish stocks from all 
available scientific assessments 
(comprising roughly half of the 
world’s catch), on average, stocks 
are increasing where they are 
assessed (including in the EU).  

Based on a coupling of this 
analysis with surveys of fisheries 
management activities in different 
places, which demonstrates that 
where fisheries are intensively 
managed, stocks are above 
target levels or rebuilding, these 
improvements, the authors 
argue, appear to be down to 
effective management. Where 
management is less intense, 
evidence suggests stocks and 
trends are worse.  

That said, the authors 
acknowledge their study 
explores only the biological 
status of individual stocks and 
not the social and economic 
sustainability of fisheries. Here, 
they say, more work is needed 
“to understand how to use 
management approaches that 
leverage healthy stocks into 
sustainable economic and social 
benefits for the fishing industry 
and fishing communities.”

EuroSea consortium at the project’s 
kick-off meeting in Brussels.
Photo provided by EuroSea. 
Photographer: Michael Chia

Scallops

http://www.sfpa.ie/
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By LORNA SIGGINS

In 2014, Údaras na Gaeltacht 
confirmed it had sold its shares to 
Canadian multinational Acadian 
Seaplants for an undisclosed sum, 
subject to a ten-year confidentiality 
clause. Freedom of Information 
documentation confirmed that 
State agency Enterprise Ireland had 
questioned the wisdom of the move.

There was also considerable 
concern among harvesters that 
this might restrict their access to 
the resource – fears confirmed by 
Arramara’s subsequent direct bid 
for licenses. However, in July 2018, 
Minister of State at the Department 
of Housing and Local Government 
Damien English confirmed 
that traditional rights would be 
honoured.

At the time of the acquisition 
by Acadian, the Canadian owner 
promised to invest €2 million in 
Arramara “initially, and as a first 
step” with “further investment 
to follow in areas of research, 
development of value-added 
products, market development, 
processing technologies and capital 
expenditures”.

The then chief executive of 
the Údaras, Steve Ó Cúláin, said 
the deal was “a new partnership 
that would ensure the future of 
Arramara, and give maximum 
economic benefit to its employees, 
the seaweed harvesters, its suppliers 
and customers”.

“A strategic partnership with 
Acadian Seaplants Limited, a 
company with over 30 years’ 
experience in the industry, and 
the investment it brings will allow 
Arramara to develop its business 
into the future, with benefit accruing 
to all as a result of increased 
economic activity and increased 
local employment,” he said.

Arramara’s Europe director-
strategic affairs Jim Keogh, one 
of two former Údaras executives 
employed by the new Canadian 
owners, has said that traditional 
harvesters are happy with the price 
paid for their product.

He says the company still favours 
regulation to ensure long term 
sustainability of the resource – 
particularly given recent reports of 
heavy machinery being used in a 
highly destructive way on parts of 
the north-west coast.

Arramara/Acadian has introduced 
harvesting from small boats, 
with up to eight boats and rakes 
made available to harvesters, but 
Mr Keogh stresses this is “not 
mechanical” and simply allows 
for “pruning” rather than cutting 
Ascophyllum nodosum, and ensures 
a more frequent re-growth.

Mr Keogh, who also spoke at 
the seaweed seminar in Furbo, was 
more downbeat about development 
prospects and stressed that there was 
a highly competitive global market 
in seaweed, led by Asian countries 
largely cultivating marine algae.

 “This is not liquid gold,” he 

cautioned.
 IFA Aquaculture chief executive 

Teresa Morrissey, who represents 
finfish and shellfish farmers, noted 
how her organisation is uniquely 
placed to make that link between 
farming on land and sea.

She said IFA Aquaculture 
supported the rights of traditional 
harvesters, and emphasis on coastal 
communities benefiting primarily 
from the resource, but said her 
organisation is interested in hearing 
from both harvesters and those 
cultivating marine algae.

BIM has been supporting research 
into seaweed cultivation—much of 
it still at pre-commercial stage—
since 2004, and the practicalities 
of this were outlined by Freddie 
O’Mahony who is a cofounder with 
Iarthflaith Connellan of Cartron 
Point Shellfish in Co Clare.

She talked about using coffee 
blenders and a spray gun bought in 
Woodies as part of her painstaking 
work in fertilising different types of 
red and brown seaweed at a hatchery 
next to the Bantry Marine Research 
Station in West Cork.

O’Mahony also explained how 
seaweed grown on long ropes 
located next to fish farms can do 
very well, as a type of “nutrient 
mop”.

“For example, where you have 
excess nutrients from land flowing 
into a bay, or excess nutrients from 
local salmon farms, there are extra 
nutrients for the seaweed to grow 
and it can grow much longer and 
much faster,” O’Mahony said.

“We had an example of this with 
Atlantic wakame, where we located 
it next to a fish farm and yielded 20 
kilos of biomass per linear metre 
of string – this is more than double 
what we would expect,” she said.

“This idea of growing seaweed 
and other shellfish in association 
with finfish is currently very very 
popular – known as integrated multi-
trophic aquaculture, which is a bit of 
a handful,” she said.

“A lot of people are aspiring to 

that as they see it as ecologically 
a very good way to be involved in 
aquaculture,” she said.

O’Mahony agreed that in the long 
term, Ireland may be cultivating far 
more seaweed than it is harvesting.

“In a lot of cases where you 
cultivate seaweed, you have greater 
control over when you harvest and 

the seaweed is also a lot cleaner as it 
is hanging from ropes and will less 
epiphytes or species growing on it 
– something that the pharmaceutical 
industry puts a lot of emphasis on,” 
she explained.

“I see this as having great 
potential for coastal communities all 
around Ireland,” O’Mahony said.

Participants at the recent seaweed seminar hosted by Údaras na Gaeltachta in Furbo, Co Galway. Sean Lydon Photography

LIQUID GOLDIRELAND’S potential to tap into 
a 12 billion US dollar global 
seafood industry is at the heart 

of plans by State agency Údaras na 
Gaeltachta to build a marine research 
and development park in south 
Connemara.

The agency responsible for 
the economic, social and cultural 
development of Gaeltacht areas 
hopes to lodge its application for 
planning permission for Páirc na 
Mara very shortly, promising 200 
direct jobs and indirectly work for 
up to 400 people in what has been 
an unemployment blackspot in  Cill 
Chiaráin and Carna.

Some 23 companies have placed 
expressions of interest in locating in 
the low carbon marine innovation 
park, and some 71 per cent of these 
companies are focused on seaweed – 
as in biotechnology and developing 
bio-products derived from seaweed.

Dr Mark White, who is 
spearheading the project for Údaras 
na Gaeltachta, says that high-end 
water recirculation systems which 
will form part of the planning 
application intend to explore the 
potential of land-based finfish 
farming.

Dr White outlined the plans 
for Páirc na Mara at a “Séiminear 
feamainne” or seaweed seminar 
hosted by Údaras na Gaeltachta in 
Furbo, Co Galway in January. He 
envisages the 3 to 5 million euro 
project will attract investment of 
between 30 and 50 million euro, and 
will provide 400 indirect jobs.

As Údaras na Gaeltachta chief 
executive Micheál Ó hÉanaigh 
confirmed last year, Páirc na Mara 
aims to be a “state of the art, low 
carbon, marine innovation park, 

located on a greenfield site at Cill 
Chiaráin on the southern edge of the 
Conamara Gaeltacht approximately 
45 miles west of Galway city”.

The development, if approved, 
will ensure Ireland is “open for 
business” as a “green and marine 
economy”, Mr Ó hÉanaigh noted.

The nine-hectare site will 
“encompass a variety of marine 
related activities”, the Gaeltacht 
agency says, where “productive 
sector enterprises, public bodies, 
State development agencies and 
the research community will work 
together to add value to their products 
and services and to maximise the 
development potential of the marine 
sector in the region”.

As venture capital investor 
Wayne Murphy of Hatch noted at 
the seaweed seminar, the global 
commercial seaweed market size was 
valued at 11.48 billion US dollars in 
2017 and is projected to reach 21.75 
billion US dollars by the end of 2025.

He has welcomed Páirc na 
Mara as “ideal”, given that his 
own company runs an accelerator 
programme for start-ups which 
includes use of laboratory and office 
space for marine projects in Hawaii, 
Singapore and Bergen, Norway.

Mr Murphy said he believed Irish 
start-ups should be making the most 
of the fastest-growing food sector, 
and stressed that his company is only 
interested in sustainable aquaculture.

One project which his company 
has been supporting involves 
cultivating seaweeds for use in 
animal feed which will reduce 
methane emissions in cattle (see 
panel).

Dr White, who is aware of the 
concerns by groups like Galway Bay 
Against Salmon Cages, said that 
Údaras na Gaeltachta is focused on 
providing jobs for young graduates 

leaving places like Carna and Cill 
Chiaráín – including those who have 
already emigrated and have skills in 
everything from science to law to 
accountancy.

“On Páirc na Mara, we will be 
working in a complete enclosed land-
based environment, we have very 
high specification water treatment 
facilities for the site, and circulating 
aquaculture facilities where those are 
used,” he said.

“Those folks who are concerned 
about aquaculture such as salmon and 
other species in sea cages are very 
happy to see progress being made on 
recirculating systems on land,” Dr 
White said.

“So Páírc na Mara is about doing 
things in an industrial park on land 
in a very controlled environment, 
and the folks we are engaged with 
who do express concerns about other 
forms of aquaculture are telling us 
that this is the way they like to see 
things progress,” he said.

Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine Michael Creed has 
welcomed the proposal’s initial 
steps, stating that the development 
of Páirc na Mara “is an action of the 
Government’s strategy, Harnessing 
Our Ocean Wealth”.

Údarás na Gaeltachta says it 
has engaged a group of  “key 
strategic partners”, including the 
Marine Institute, BIM, Galway 
County Council, the Department of 
Culture, Heritage and Gaeltacht, the 
Department of Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine, NUIG Galway 
and the Galway-Mayo Institute of 
Technology to “formulate plans on a 
collaborative basis”.

These plans will “enable Údarás to 
develop a modern marine innovation 
park to help drive the growth of the 
sector and enable economic growth 
in the area, thus providing productive 

employment for future generations in 
this rural Gaeltacht area”.

“The Carna/Cill Chiaráin area is 
an area which recent Census figures 
and other reports has termed as being 
disadvantaged and in need of support 
and employment,” the agency noted.

The withdrawal of the 
multinational, HID Global, from 
Connemara in early 2019  is said to 
have prompted  Údarás na Gaeltacha 
to place greater emphasis on 
developing the natural resources of 
the region and focus on activities that 
would generate “sustainable, long 
term jobs”.

The US firm HID Global, which 
specialises in identity technology and 
manufacturing of a range of secure 
ID cards, had a production facility in 
an industrial park at Tulaigh, Baile 
na hAbhann for a number of years 
and employed over 100 staff there. 
It opted to move into a bigger site in 
Galway city, offering staff the chance 
to relocate – but at a cost in terms of 
commuting.

Údaras na Gaeltachta and ESB 
were key State agencies which 
pioneered salmon farming in the 
1980s, before EU Habitats Directive 
considerations began to restrict 
selection of sites.

The Gaeltacht agency was also 
an early pioneer of seaweed, but 
with limited added value, becoming 
a major shareholder in Arramara 
Teo which purchased “an feamainn 
bhuí” or Ascophyllum nodosum from 
traditional harvesters, shipping it to 
Scotland from the 1960s.

Údarás na Gaeltachta was given 
ownership of Arramara Teoranta in 
2006, employing 20 people directly, 
and purchasing seaweed from 300 
local harvesters to dry and mill the 
plant at its factory in Cill Chiarán 
for onward sale for animal feed and 
other uses.

PÁIRC NA MARA
Údarás plans for a low carbon (land-based) Marine Innovation Park in Connemara

“HEADS” on beer, ice cream, fertiliser and Miso soup all have one 
ingredient in common—seaweed—and the rich quantities of marine 
algae washed up on our shores have been described as “liquid gold”. 
However, only a handful of some 600 species identified here have 
proved commercially viable.

Dr Mark White of Údaras na Gaeltachta says some 40 million euro 
has been spent on research—much of it spearheaded by Prof Michael 
Guiry of NUI Galway—but says the Páirc na Mara focus is on linking 
research to development and industry.

One such project of interest relates to “climate smart cattle”. New 
Zealand is currently researching seaweed types suitable for use in 
animal feed which can reduce methane emissions in cattle – identified 
as a major contributor to global warming.

Investor Wayne Murphy told the seaweed seminar his venture 
capital firm, Hatch, is supporting work by a company, Symbrosia, 
on Asparagopsis taxiformis, a type of red algae which grows in warm 
temperature waters and is used as a condiment in Hawaii.

“Symbrosia is working on cultivation of this algae to commercial 
levels for use in reducing methane emissions, and has already closed 
an investment round of 1.5 million US dollars,” he said. “We have 
approved them for our accelerator programme”

He said that Irish companies which can prove they have concepts 
worth developing in sustainable aquaculture should apply for Hatch’s 
next accelerator round which will be launched in February of this year.

Wayne Murphy, Hatch. Sean Lydon Photography

Artist’s impression of Páirc na Mara
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Boat displays at the Irish Skipper Expo
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MIT, the complete 
driveline integrator 
says it is delighted to 

return to the Irish Skipper Expo 
at its new home in Limerick 
where they will display industry-
leading driveline technology, 
featuring the robust and reliable 
MGX series from Twin Disc, 
along with a comprehensive 
range of pump drives, available 
as complete coupled solutions or 
stand-alone on auxiliary engines. 

Experts in the commercial 
fishing market, MIT can work 
with you on the specification 
of driveline products for 
your individual vessel needs. 
They understand the need 
for workboats to be fully 
operational, and therefore offer 
solutions for both propulsion 

drive and
auxiliary power equipment 
including marine gears, electric 
and hybrid drive units, hydraulic 
pump drives, PTOs and clutch 
systems.  

Working alongside their 
customers, MIT is your complete 
turnkey integrator. They design, 
specify and install the best 
possible solutions for your 
business while providing full 
and comprehensive aftermarket 
support. Not only the component 
experts, but they also have an 
extensive service and repair 
team, enabled with the right 
tools and experience to keep 
your business downtime to a 
minimum. 

Should you require an on-site 
emergency repair or planned 

routine maintenance, MIT 
engineers will have you covered.  
They know where your business 
is profitable, at sea, which is 
where MIT will keep you. 

Since 1974, MIT has been 
designing, supplying and 
servicing transmissions and 
driveline systems across the UK/
Ireland, becoming a centre of 
excellence in driveline systems 
providing customers with full 
product life cycle support 
from system design, supply, 
commissioning, maintenance, 
repair, spares, and overhaul or 
replacement. MIT has bases in 
southern and northern England, 
providing comprehensive UK 
and Ireland coverage along with 
an established global mobile 
support service, delivered by 

a highly trained and dedicated 
technical engineering team and 
a significant inventory of world-
class brands, including new 
and refurbished transmissions, 
driveline systems and spare parts.

MIT is the sole UK/EIRE 
distributors of Twin Disc, 
Transfluid, Rubber Design, 
Arneson, Rolla and Quincy 
compressors. 

Audacious Marine will be displaying 
a 6.5m single-hulled GRP Cougar 
Workboat at the Irish Skipper Expo – 

the first time they have ever produced a boat 
of this type.

Featuring a forward wheelhouse, and 
powered by a Beta 43 HP inboard engine, the 
vessel is ideal for inshore creeling and netting 
operations.

Paul Cannon of Audacious Marine said: “It 
is a versatile craft, which is sure to interest 
visitors to the Irish Skipper Expo.”

Meanwhile, Audacious Marine is also 
exhibiting at the Scottish Skipper Expo on 15 
and 16 May at the new state-of-the-art P & J 
Live exhibition arena in Aberdeen. Here, the 
company will be displaying an 8m Cougar 
Cat, powered by twin Nanni engines.

Irish Skipper Expo exhibitor BOPP, 
which is celebrating 75 years of serving 
the fishing industry, is specialised in 

the design and manufacturing of winches, 
net drums, gilsons, landing cranes, and 
hydraulic power-packs for any kind of 
fishing vessels from 10m to 50m.

The company offers full equipment 
packages for fishing vessels – including for 
recent completions such as the Victory Rose 
and Audacious.

BOPP is currently manufacturing 
equipment for the new Russa Taign, the 
Mary Paul, the Elizabeth Anne and other 
Irish fishing vessels.

STAND

105

STAND

BM1

MIT, keeping your business at sea

Show sponsors Cavanagh Hooper Dolan 
Insurances – your ‘one stop shop’

BIM is returning as 
headline sponsor 
for Irish Skipper 

Expo this year. The trade 
show event has moved to 
Limerick this year and is 
being held in the Sports 
Campus on the grounds of 
the University of Limerick 
on the 13th and 14th of 
March, 2020.

BIM’s recent study of 
the economic impact of the 
Irish seafood industry on the 
country’s 10 main ports will 
form the focus of a breakfast 
seminar at this year’s event.

The BIM stand this 
year will include live 

demonstrations of the 
digitised version of the 
fisheries management chart. 
Up until now, the chart 
has been produced on an 
annual basis in paper form 
and this will continue to be 
the case. The printed chart 
and its online counterpart 
feature key regulations 
such as quota and technical 
conservation measures that 
are applicable to the fishing 
industry in Ireland.

Examples of selective 
gear will be suspended 
over the BIM stand as 
underwater footage taken 
during recent gear trials 

with members of the Irish 
fishing industry plays on 
screens.

The coastal training 
unit will be on site at 
the entrance to the show 
throughout the two days. 
Water and fire safety at 
sea are among the safety 
training planned.

Visitors to this year’s 
Irish Skipper Expo will also 
be encouraged to sign up to 
the Clean Oceans Initiative 
and BIM staff will be on 
hand throughout the two-
day event to provide support 
and information on fleet and 
training grant aid.

BIM returns as main sponsor

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances 
Ltd is your ‘one stop shop’ for 
all your insurance needs afloat or 

ashore.
With over 75 years’ experience in the 

insurance industry the Cavanagh family 
and their highly professional staff have 
established individually tailored insurance 
packages to cater for their clients’ needs 
and provide a 24/7/365 claims service to 
their marine customers.

As part of their marine product range 
they can cover everything from the smallest 
inshore vessel to the large pelagic vessels. 
Policies cover a wide range of marine risks 
such as:

• Hull and Machinery
• Protection and Indemnity (P&I)
• Crew cover
• Personal Accident
• Cargo
• War risks

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances 
Ltd can also provide cover for commercial 
insurance requirements onshore, these 
include:

• Onshore storage units and property
• Employers Liability
• Public Liability
• Offices
• Forklifts
• Motor Fleets, etc.

They also work closely with the marine 
trades and provide service to businesses 
that supply to the marine industry. This 
includes, but is not limited to, areas of work 

and trades listed below:
• Fisherman’s Cooperatives
• Fish processers 
• Engineering
• Painters
• Welders
• Electricians
• Engine Suppliers
• Propeller maintenance
• Hydraulics
• Boat builders & boat repair yards 
• Chandlery 

They provide a range of insurance 
products for other areas in the marine 
environment such as pleasure craft, 
passenger vessels, ferries, workboats, 
chartered angling, rowing clubs and 
marinas.

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances 
Ltd look after the needs of owners and 
crews with a competitive range of personal 
products. They know how busy their clients 
are so they can help take the stress, time 
and work out of shopping the market for 
personal products like Car, Van, House, 
Health, farm and travel insurance, etc. Their 
professionally trained staff can explain the 
differences in features and benefits in the 
products offered.       

For product information and free 
quotations, visit Cavanagh Hooper Dolan’s 
website at www.chd.ie, email the team 
on info@chd.ie or call today on 074 91 
77500.

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances 
Limited is regulated by the Central Bank of 
Ireland.

With over 130 exhibitors from 14 
different countries, Irish Skipper 
Expo 2020 will be biggest and 

best show yet in the series, providing a 
comprehensive showcase of equipment and 
service providers for the commercial fishing 
industry.

Sponsored by Irish seafood development 
agency, BIM, and leading marine insurer 
Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances, the 
show will be held on 13 and 14 March at 
the exciting new venue of the UL Sport 
Arena. The large number of companies in the 
exhibiting hall will ensure that there will be 
plenty to interest everyone. There will also 
be an outside display area for larger items, 

More exhibiting 
companies than ever!

such as boats and the BIM CTU.
Limerick is the ideal location 

for the new-look expo, offering 
a wide range of hotels and other 
accommodation, along with 
excellent transport links, ensuring 
easy and accessible travel 
(Shannon airport is 35 miles from 
Limerick, and for those taking the 
car, driving time from Dublin is 
only two hours).

For the first time, there will be 

visitor registration at the expo, 
and those looking to visit can 
beat the queues by pre-registering 
at www.theskipper.ie (although 
visitors will have the option to 
register at the entrance).

Sharon Boyle, of Irish Skipper 
Expo organiser Mara Media, 
said: “With only a matter of 
weeks to go before Irish Skipper 
Expo 2020 opens its doors, we 
can really sense the mounting 

excitement. We are thrilled at 
the huge amount of interest in 
the event, with the expo being 
significantly bigger than previous 
shows.

“There is some outside 
exhibiting space still available, 
so I would urge any company 
thinking of exhibiting to get in 
touch with us so that we can 
discuss their requirements and the 
options available. 

“The expo will be a great 
place to do business, as well as 
providing the ideal venue for the 
fishing industry to network and 
socialise.”

Irish Skipper Expo 2020 
will be held at UL Sport Arena 
in Limerick on 13th and 
14th March, opening times 10am 
– 6pm on Friday 13th and 10am 
– 4pm on Saturday 14th March. 
Entry is free.
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Exocet trawl doors delivering 
great results for fishermen
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At Irish Skipper Expo 2020, Scanmar will showcase the benefits their 
customers have experienced over the last 12 months using their popular 
range of SS4 sensors.

Scanmar says their SS4 sensors are the market leaders in “operation time” 
between charging, with there being no need to remove sensors from the doors or 
the trawl, as it is a case of simply taking the charging lead to the sensors.

Scanmar’s QBC-X1 Smart Charger can be extended to enable charging while 
the sensors remain on the doors or on the trawl.

Demonstrations of the new ScanBas 365 bridge 
system can be seen from recent installations including 
the Lerwick registered pelagic trawler, Adenia.

A Scanmar spokesman said: “We also have some 
exciting news to tell our customers at Irish Skipper 
Expo 2020.  Come and see us during the two-day event 
to find out more.”

Tel: 01779 480600, Email: sales@scanmar.co.uk, 
Web: www.scanmar.no

Scanmar to showcase popular 
range of sensors

At this year’s Irish Skipper Expo in Limerick, Union 
Chandlery will be showcasing their new range of 
luxurious seats for the discerning skipper.

These new seats are finished in maintenance free, water 
and UV resistant faux leather, which is ideal for marine 
use. They are also covered by the Vetus 3 Year warranty. 
High quality seat pedestals are also available in either 
gas operated or manual. So, whether you’re a fisherman 
looking for an upgrade for those weary bones or a cruiser 
on the Shannon, there is a comfortable seat for you.

Custom seat colour schemes and embroidered logos 
are also available. There will also be some great package 
deals for those attending the show over the weekend.

Try a new seat at the Union Chandlery Stand, no. 21.

Union Chandlery 
showcasing seat range

Ziegra Ice Machines 
UK Ltd will be 
exhibiting at Irish 

Skipper Expo 2020 at the 
new venue in Limerick on 
stand 32. 

Ziegra will have drawings 
and prices for the 2020 range 
of on board ice machines 
and will have their compact 
single phase saltwater ice 
machine on the stand.

Gavin Clarke of Ziegra 
said: “We would also be 
pleased to discuss land based 
machines for smaller boats 
who don’t have space or 
power available for an on 
board machine. If you have 
a project to discuss or just 
want to pop by to say hello 
it will be nice to meet you 
there.”

Ziegra ice machine range on 
display at Limerick

Limerick exhibitor South 
Shore Marine and Diesel are 
specialists in marine diesel, 

covering everything from parts and 
servicing to major overhauls, in both 
small leisure boats and commercial 
work boats. 

They are the Cummins appointed 
marine dealer for the island of Ireland, 
specialising in Cummins marine 
engine and Onan generators. This 

year at the Skipper Expo, they will be 
displaying a range of Cummins marine 
engines and products on their stand. 

South Shore Marine and Diesel 
are also authorised dealers for Z F 
Marine Transmissions and Controls, 
which include gearbox sales, parts and 
services. They will also showcasing 
some of the newest ZF marine 
products within their stand at Irish 
Skipper Expo 2020. 

South Shore Marine –
the diesel engine specialists
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WE NEED

YOU
..to pre-register 

All visitors need a VISITORS PASS to 
enter next year’s show in Limerick. 
Complete the Visitor Registration 

today and gain FAST entry.

www.theskipper.ie/irish-skipper-expo/

Engine Solutions Ltd 
supplies bespoke services 
to the marine industry. The 

company is Ireland’s exclusive 
importers of YC Europe engines 
and gensets, Addinol oil lubes, 
Micfil filters for fuel and oil, and 
Aderco fuel treatments. 

All these products are 
specifically tailored to reduce 
carbon footprint and lower use 
of oils, thus turning your marine 
operations green.

YC engines from 50hp to 
2500hp gensets from 3kva to 
5000kva

Micfil filters are a premium 
German design, long-life oil and 
fuel filtration system, giving huge 
cost savings over their operational 
lifecycle.

Addinol is a long drain oil with 
Micfil filter that can get 2000 hr 
plus on oil change and keeps the 
inside of your engine clean.

Aderco is an organic fuel 
treatment that cleans your tank’s 
fuel system for smooth running 
with no diesel smoke.

Engine Solutions will be 
exhibiting on stand 14 at Irish 
Skipper Expo 2020.

Engine Solutions at Irish 
Skipper Expo

Morgère will be 
promoting its new 
and improved Exocet 

trawl door design at Irish 
Skipper Expo 2020. 

Since its launch onto the 
market five years ago, Exocet 
has proved highly popular with 
skippers, providing excellent 
fishing results. The new 
design features an enhanced 
curved profile, which provides 
optimum trawl spread whilst 
minimising drag, thus saving 
on fuel costs.

Exocet is ideally suited to the 
challenging fishing conditions 
encountered by the Irish fleet, 
with the doors being extremely 
tough, easy to handle and 
versatile.

The key to Morgère’s 
success has been intensive and 
sophisticated research work in 
the design and development of 
their trawl doors. This includes 
the use of Computational Fluid 

Dynamics (CFD) research 
focusing on the hydro-
dynamics of new trawl door 
designs so as to calculate and 
optimise the performance. 

Michel Dagorn of Morgère 
says: “Morgère is committed 
to continually innovating and 
investing in new designs and 
technologies to ensure the 
optimum performance of our 
trawl doors. 

“We work closely with 
fishermen on our new 
designs to ensure they meet 
their special requirements. 
Fishermen also like our 
excellent customer service 
where we are always available 
to provide advice and technical 
assistance.

“We look forward to meeting 
with skippers at Irish Skipper 
Expo 2020, which will provide 
the perfect opportunity to 
see how our trawl doors can 
optimise fishing performance.”
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Limerick exhibitor Bere 
Island Boat Yard 
Ltd is located on 

Bere Island, one mile off of 
Castletownbere on the South 
West coast of Ireland. 

As such, the yard is ideally 
suited for both serving the 
large modern fishing fleet 
and servicing the commercial 
fleet i.e. tugs, barges, ferries, 
etc. The dry-dock itself is 
a fully enclosed 44 metres 
long, 15 metres wide facility 
that can accommodate 
vessels of up to 6 metres 
draught.   

Their fully covered dry 
dock facility ensures they 
can offer a complete year-
round dry-dock vessel repair 
and refurbishment service 
independent of weather 
conditions and allows them to 
maintain schedules.    

Bere Island Boat Yard 
Ltd, is a distributor for 
International Paints. They 

have in-house paint 
tinting facilities 
that allow them to 
produce any colour required 
in both single and two 
component paints. Bere Island 
Boat Yard are also agents 
of Chugoku Paints who for 
many years have been market 
leaders in anti-fouling.   

The company has a multi-
talented staff of 20, who 
in association with local 
contractors can provide 
all required services 
including: · Power & Water 
blasting · Sand blasting and 
galvanizing · Removing and 
renewing Anodes · HDPE 
plastic welding and fitting 
· Stainless steel, aluminum 
and regular steel welding · 
Hydraulic system repairs and 
replacements · Turning & 
fitting · Engine repairs and 
maintenance · Degafloor, 
Fiberglass, Marine 
Carpentry.

Bere Island Boat Yard serving 
the needs of the fishing fleet

STAND
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mailto:sales@scanmar.co.uk
http://www.scanmar.no
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Five years ago, a man 
driving an ambulance he 
bought on eBay turned up 

at a lifeboat station hoping to 
make a portrait of the volunteer 
crew on a glass plate using a 115 
year old camera.

Although Jack Lowe had 
been practising the Victorian 
photographic technique at home 
for a couple of years, this was to 
be the first time he would put his 
skills to the test. 

He had persuaded the RNLI, 
the charity that saves lives at sea, 
to let him visit all 238 of their 
lifeboat stations including 46 
in Ireland to photograph them 
using the unusual photographic 
process, which is called ‘wet plate 
collodion’. 

He had put a halt to his 
print-making business to devote 
himself to this new project; 
bought an old ambulance 
on eBay to convert it into a 
darkroom and stocked up 
on glass plates and litres of 
developing chemicals. 

Recalling the start of the 
project, Jack Lowe from 
Newcastle in England, 
remembers his feelings: “On 
that dreich and stormy Monday, 
my nerves were truly jangling. 
I knew I’d come up with a 
fantastic idea and I’d publicly 
shared what I intended to do. 

“Friends, followers and 
loved ones were rooting for me. 
The pressure was on and I felt 
very aware that so many great 
ideas fall by the wayside simply 
because they turn out to be too 
difficult to execute. 

“In those moments, it was time 
for me to turn my words into 
actions and I was determined to 
succeed. As the project’s grown 
in stature over the years, it’s a 
determination that’s only grown 
stronger and stronger.”

Five years later, Jack has 
photographed 147 operational 
stations including, to date, 26 
Irish stations, over 2,000 RNLI 
volunteers – and around a dozen 
dogs, who are often included if 
their owners are on the crew! 

He has travelled about Ireland 
and the UK in ‘Neena’, driving 
over 35,000 miles, equivalent 
to nearly one and a half times 
round the world. He and ‘Neena’ 
have also taken to the water, 
travelling by ferry to some of the 
furthest outposts of the RNLI.

His provisional end date is the 
latter half of 2022, so there are 
still three years of photographic 
adventures. Jack has still yet to 
journey to some of the RNLI’s 
more remote stations, like those 
on the West Coast of Ireland. 

His remit has broadened 
too – when he first started, he 

planned to make three images at 
each station: the crew, the view 
from the station and the Helm 
or Coxswain. But now he also 
uses his time at each station to 
capture portraits of women crew 
members (see page 38-39, this 
issue) and station mechanics, in 
order to highlight their presence 
as part of the RNLI’s lifesaving 
family. 

In addition to that, he makes 
sound recordings: interviewing 
crew members about their 
experiences and capturing the 
‘behind the scenes’ stories of the 
Project. 

This year, Jack plans to 
photograph 30 more RNLI 
lifeboat stations, bringing the 
completion of this unprecedented 
odyssey truly within reach. 

But it hasn’t all been plain 
sailing. When Jack completed his 
100th station, Valentia in Ireland 
in September 2017, he revealed 
to his social media followers that 
he was struggling to keep going. 
His struggles were physical, 
emotional and financial – as the 
Project is largely self-funded. 

Since then, he discovered 
the crowd-funding 
platform Patreon that allows 
people to support him by 
contributing a monthly amount, 
starting from a few pounds a 
month. This support has allowed 
him to continue his work on a 
more secure financial footing.

Jack, who is the grandson 
of Dad’s Army star and fellow 
RNLI supporter Arthur 
Lowe, said: “Ultimately, I’m 
honoured beyond words to 
be making this archive. It’s a 
privilege spending time with 
so many lifeboat volunteers, 
preserving their bravery and 
devotion for future generations. 

“This journey is 
unprecedented in so many ways. 
The further I travel, the deeper 
the body of work becomes on just 
about every level and in ways 
that I could never have foreseen 
or imagined.

“When looking at a freshly-
made crew portrait last year, a 
lifeboat volunteer said to me, ‘We 
look like those heroes of old’. I 
replied, ‘That’s because you’re 
the same people.’ The Project 
closes the circle of photographic 
and RNLI history and gives these 
unsung heroes a fresh spring in 
their step and a sense of renewed 
pride.”

You can follow Jack’s 
RNLI photographic 
mission on Instagram (@
lordlowe), Facebook (fb.com/
LifeboatStationProject), on 
Twitter (@ProjectLifeboat) or on 
the Project’s dedicated site (http://
lifeboatstationproject.com).

FIVE YEARS DOWN, THREE TO GO IN 
PHOTOGRAPHER’S RNLI JOURNEY

Photographer Jack Lowe at Castletownbere RNLI Lifeboat Station, West Cork 
making a traditional wet plate black and white glass photo of the lifeboat crew. 
Casteltownbere was the 99th lifeboat station that Jack has captured using this 
victorian photographic technique. Photo’s: Niall Duffy/West Cork Photo

LIMERICK 2020 
SHOW PREVIEW

Arklow Marine Services delivering quality builds

Irish Skipper Expo exhibitor Arklow 
Marine Services says it is proud 
of its record of repeat orders from  

customers and has recently completed a 
second 18m fish farm vessel for Mowi 
(Seoid na Farraige), a sister vessel for Croi 
na Farraige which was delivered to the 
company in October 2017. 

The Managing Director of Mowi, Jan 
Feenstra, was so pleased with the quality 
workmanship and efficiency of Croi na 
Farraige that at its launch ceremony at 
Rathmullan Pier, he stated that he would 
like to have all boats within his company 
operating to such a high standard.

With an overall length of 18.20 metres, 
this vessel was designed for the multi-
functional operations found on salmon 
farms and is fitted with water lubricated 

stern gear, with Duplex 60mm reversible 
tail shafts, coupled to 34”, 4 bladed 
propellers, allowing high manoeuvrability.

The main deck is arranged for a 10T, 
single drum winch, two capstans on the 
port side, 1 x 3T and 1 x 5T, a 25Tm. 
hydraulic deck crane mounted forward 
on the port side and a bow roller fitted 
amidships.  

The deck is laid out to maximise the 
space and can accommodate 2 x 20’ 
containers.

The wheelhouse is sited on top of the 
deckhouse with 360o vision and is well 
laid out to suit the vessel operator with 
large windows providing good vision 
of the working deck. Accommodation 
including mess room/galley, toilet and 
stores are provided aft.

Choose the best, forget the rest!
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While Ireland’s 
Killybegs-based 
net design and 

manufacturing company KT Nets 
remains first choice for many 
fishermen in Ireland, Scotland 
and as far away as Australia who 
continue to opt for KT Nets’ 
unique designs, that provide 
customers with high quality 
trawls, capable of withstanding 
rugged weather conditions and 

to maximise catch rates using 
state-of-the art trawl design 
technology. It is their ever-
growing service to the inshore 
fishing sector that is hitting the 
headlines.

KT Nets’ fishing gear has 
always enjoyed a reputation for 
being manufactured using the 
best materials, and come with the 
bonus in the knowledge that this 
equipment has been designed and 

constructed by the company’s 
own highly experienced staff 
with decades of history in the 
net industry behind them — 
and this same experience and 
effort is now going into their 
inshore division from where 
they supply a wide range of 
top quality equipment such as 
Oliveira Delphin Line Pot rope 
in leaded and unleaded as well 
as Danfender buoys, foam-filled 

fenders and a complete range 
of oilskins, anchors, chains and 
the various ancillary chandlery 
that are vital in the day-to-day 
operations of inshore vessels.

KT Nets will once again attend 
this year’s Irish Skipper Expo 
and they look forward to meeting 
existing and new customers, 
where they will be happy to 
discuss your requirements on 
Stand No.1.

With over 40 years 
involvement in the 
fishing industry, 

Irish Skipper Expo exhibitor 
MacGregor (GBR) Ltd is a 
premier manufacturer of 
advanced hydraulic and 
electrical deck machinery 
solutions, including service 
and spare parts, to the 
fishing, oil and gas, research 
and general marine industries 
on a global scale. 

Julian Ramsey of 

MacGregor in Peterhead, 
Scotland said: “We are 
particularly pleased to see 
that this long established 
Expo is moving to a top-
class facility in Limerick. 
The Expo is an excellent 
opportunity for us to meet 
with new and existing clients 
from Ireland, and further 
afield, to thank them for their 
custom over the years, and to 
offer our continued support. 

“MacGregor clients in 

this corner of the world 
in recent years include 
the Conneely family (MV 
Western Chieftain & MV 
Girl Stephanie” amongst 
others, and with the new 
vessel MV Ocean Challenge 
LK253 building in Killybegs 
for Scottish owners, we 
look forward to welcoming 
all visiting skippers to our 
stand.”

MacGregor shapes the 
fisheries, offshore and 

marine industries by offering 
world-leading engineering 
solutions and services 
with a strong portfolio 
of MacGregor, Hatlapa, 
Porsgrunn, Pusnes, Rapp 
Marine, Triplex and TTS 
brands. From the smallest 
inshore vessel through to 
the largest supertrawlers, 
they have deck machinery 
solutions to meet your 
needs. MacGregor is part of 
Cargotec.

Deck machinery solutions from MacGregor (GBR) Ltd
STAND
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https://lifeboatstationproject.com/rnli-coxswains-and-senior-helms/
https://lifeboatstationproject.com/rnli-coxswains-and-senior-helms/
https://lifeboatstationproject.com/rnli-women-gallery/
https://lifeboatstationproject.com/mechanics/
https://rnli.org/find-my-nearest/lifeboat-stations/valentia-lifeboat-station
https://lifeboatstationproject.com/2017/10/28/mission-fatigue/
https://www.patreon.com/jacklowe
https://www.instagram.com/lordlowe
https://www.instagram.com/lordlowe
https://www.facebook.com/LifeboatStationProject
https://www.facebook.com/LifeboatStationProject
https://twitter.com/projectlifeboat?lang=en
http://lifeboatstationproject.com/
http://lifeboatstationproject.com/
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NORTHERN IRELAND NEWS By Dick James

THE FISHERY

n A quiet month. Most 
finished early for Christmas 
although the prawn fleet 
working at North Shields did 
keep going before signing off 
for the holidays. Some boats 
came back to the Irish Sea as 
word of a recovery in fishing 
fortunes seeped through, but 
those few fishing up to the 
holidays were doing it for the 
crew as stoker fever hit the 
motivation. 

After Christmas, the weather 
played its part and breaks 
between gales were short 
enough that few boats got a 
protracted fishing. Even so, 
signs were encouraging with 
the prawns showing strong 
enough that a decent run might 
be expected when things settle 
down. As the main weather 
pressure was from the west the 
fleet fishing in the North Sea 
had a better run and hopes were 
high for a good month or two 
before joining the home fleet 
for the spring fishing. Boats 
fishing in the English Channel 
for Cuttlefish rejoined the home 
fleet and little or no interest was 
shown in the Clyde area. The 
Maracestina was back on the 
Porcupine after a short visit to 
the Cuttlefish grounds out of 
Plymouth. 

On the whitefish front, 
a few boats tried the time 
between Christmas and New 
Year looking for a seasonal 
strong market and into the 
new year again fishing in the 
usual areas for Haddock off 
County Louth and the mixed 
fishery in the North Channel. 
Reports from the Irish Sea 
were of little Cod in the catch, 
but the more northern grounds 
were surprisingly rich in Cod, 
wherever they came from or are 
going to! 

The pelagic fishery started on 
the Mackerel west of Shetland 
with the Voyager landing into 
Norway, but the Havilah and 
Stefanie M delayed taking part 
as they waited for the fish to 
come further west. Western 
Horse Mackerel were further 
west again and the early season 
weather limited interest in that 
fishery. 

On the inshore grounds, the 
brown crab were scarce as the 
usual seasonal shortage and 
again weather hit the fishery 
with some interest being shown 
in lobster as an alternative but 
velvet crab were more of a by-
catch than a directed fishery. 

FISHERIES COUNCIL 
QUOTA OUTCOME

n The latest December 
Fisheries Council threw up few 
surprises in terms of outcome 
as the ICES advice and the 
Commission’s initial proposals 
were largely followed through. 
Those involved reported some 
hostility to the UK position as 
that would/should have been 
the last such meeting the UK 
participated in. 

Cod was the major issue, 
although after the North Sea 
position was reached in respect 
to Cod with Norwegian input 
the fact that the western stocks 
followed the same process is no 
great surprise. In fact, the local 
fishing fleet are surprisingly 
sanguine in respect of Cod as 
reports from the grounds are 
that there is little enough for 
Cod quota to be an issue.  

The cut in Haddock quota 
was met with similar resignation 
as in truth the 2019 quota for 
Irish Sea Haddock was not fully 
caught. Similarly, cuts in Irish 
Sea Whiting and Plaice are of 
similar consequence. The big 
mystery is Irish Sea Sole where 
dramatic increases in recent 
years following prescriptively 
low quota in preceding years 
remains a conundrum, where 
have they come from? 

On the pelagic front, more 
welcome news with an increase 
in Irish Sea Herring quota of 
15% being welcomed as the 
2019 fishery was particularly 
bountiful and a similar rise in 
Mackerel bodes well for the 
pelagic fleet in 2020. Just hope 

the markets hold up. 
Area VII Nephrops could be 

the stock under pressure in 2020 
as the Northern Irish uptake in 
2019 would be in excess of 95% 
and a 15% quota cut could pose 
problems if the 2020 fishery ran 
on similar lines. 

Reaction from Government 
was that the Fisheries Council 
was very difficult with the 
Maximum Sustainable Yield 
objective dominating discussion, 
although most Irish Sea stocks 
were already set at MSY levels 
and quotas had been set in 
compliance with management 
plans! Cod obviously was the 
major sticking point but the 
Department made the point that 
scientific evidence submitted 
by the Department and supplied 
by AFBI led to a rational quota 
setting allowing a by-catch 
whilst still contributing to Cod 
recovery. The Department also 
commented that innovative 
stock conservation measures 
will ensure the future of the 
Irish Sea fisheries. 

STRANGFORD LOUGH 
SKIPPER CONVICTED

n A County Down skipper 
was convicted at Downpatrick 
Magistrates Court on 6th 
January of fishing inside an 
exclusion zone in Strangford 
Lough. John Boyd of Killyleagh 
is owner and skipper of the creel 
fishing boat Silver Crest N896 
and pleaded guilty to one charge 
of contravening Article 3 of the 
Strangford Lough (Sea Fishing 
Exclusion Zones) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 2012. Mr 

Boyd was fined £100 plus court 
costs and had all 79 lobster pots 
and associated gear confiscated. 

The closed zone in Strangford 
Lough is an area in mid Lough 
in a water depth of more than 10 
meters, and was set in place on 
the recommendation of Queens 
University to assist the Horse 
Mussel (Modiolus) recovery 
program. 

On the 18th December, 
researchers from Kings College 
London working under the 
International Institute for 
Environment and Development 
conducted a workshop at the 
Portaferry facility of Queens 
University to research the 
social impact of environmental 
regulation on stakeholders using 
the facility. Strangford Lough 
was taken as a case study. The 
lead researcher is Ms Constance 
Schere who is developing a 
model to asses such impacts. 
The meeting was convened 
by the Strangford Lough and 
Lecale Partnership.

MORE BREXIT

n On Tuesday 7th January, 
officials from the UK’s 
Department Of Environment 
Food and Rural Affairs and 
from the local Department 
of Agriculture Environment 
and Rural Affairs met with 
representatives of the Northern 
Ireland fishing industry to 
discuss Brexit, the Withdrawal 
Agreement and the Northern 
Ireland Protocol and the impact 
on local fisheries. Several 
meetings were held at various 
locations. 

Steadfast with skipper Kenny Patterson coming into Kilkeel at high tide on January 2, 2020. Image: Leslie Campbell. 

ICELAND NEWS By Gudjón Einarsson

During the first weeks 
of January, a large part 
of the Icelandic fishing 

fleet was frequently confined 
to harbour due to exceptionally 
bad weather, heavy seas and 
recurrent blizzards. Those 
that ventured out to sea were 
rewarded with unusually high 
fish prices on the auction markets 
– up to 800 Icelandic krónas for 
a kilo of cod, the equivalent of 
5.80 euros. The medium price 
for cod during the first ten days 
of the year amounted to 550 ISK/
kg (4 euros) which was a 45% 
increase compared with the same 
period last year. 

Supply was down to only 
1,000 tons compared with 1,800 
tons for the first ten days of 
2019, primarily because the 
small boat fleet was largely stuck 
in port. Almost half of the fish 
auctioned annually in Iceland is 
supplied by small boats. 

AUCTIONS AND DIRECT 
SALES

Between 20-25% of cod 
landed for processing in Iceland 
is sold through auction markets, 
mostly by small or medium size 
vessels. The buyers are largely 
fish plants that do not own boats 
and quotas. 

The rest of the cod (75-80%) 
is sold directly from boat to 
fish plant. The largest fishing 

companies own all of the 
trawlers and a lot of other vessels 
as well. They process ‘their’ fish 
in their own plants. Then there 
is a dwindling number of owners 
of medium size boats, sometimes 
with a loose connection to fish 
plants that supply them with 
quotas, and a lot of smallboat 
owners. 

30% PRICE DIFFERENCE

The fish markets pay the best 
prices. On average the price for 
auctioned cod ungutted last year 
(Jan-Nov) was 315 ISK/kg (2.30 
euros) compared to 244 ISK/kg 

(1.78 euros) in direct sales. The 
difference is 30%.

For haddock (ungutted) the 
average price on the auction 
markets was 264 ISK/kg (1.92 
euros) and in direct sale (1.52 

euros), making the market price 
26% higher.

The table below shows 
catches of the main species 
landed in Iceland for 2018 and 
2019. 

Bad weather 
– good fish 
prices

Gill net fishing in Iceland

Cod is by far the most valuable species in Iceland
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New £750K fuel and power depot opens at 
Plymouth Fisheries

Fishermen can benefit from a £750,000 
new fuel and utility services depot at 
Plymouth Fisheries to help refuel their 

vessels more quickly.
Sutton Harbour Group, which owns and 

operates Plymouth Fisheries, has made a 
£750,000 investment in the fish market 
complex based in Sutton Harbour to upgrade 
and renew the existing fuel facilities and to 
create new metered water and electricity self-
service dispensers. The investment was part-
funded by a £375,000 grant from the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) 
administered by the Marine Management 
Organisation (MMO).

Work on the new fuel storage and delivery 
facilities was completed at the end of last year 
and the new quayside distribution points are 
now operational for fuel, water and electricity 
services, which will increase the efficiency 
of fishing vessels using the complex, which 
houses the second largest fresh fish market in 
England. 

In addition to new fuel tanks and pipelines, 
the quayside distribution points feature modern 
dispensers supplying metered water and 
electricity with these utilities charged at cost, 
in line with other commercial UK ports.

Fisherman will be able to use a pre-payment 
system to purchase both utilities once the pre-
payment system has been fully installed by 
February.

Nick Eggar, Manager of Plymouth Fisheries, 
said: “These improvements, which include an 
additional distribution point, will allow for 
shorter waiting times for boats between their 
landing a catch at Plymouth Fisheries and 
being able to get back out to sea again. More 
modern fuel, water and electricity dispensers 
will be easier to use and continue the ongoing 
modernisation of Plymouth Fisheries, helping 
us to remain as the best place to land and sell a 

catch in the region.”
The improvements follow a series of 

investments in Plymouth Fisheries made by 
Sutton Harbour Group over the last five years. 
In 2015, Plymouth Fisheries unveiled a new 
ice production facility, part of a £1.2million 
investment in the chill chain facilities which 
was match-funded by a £470,000 grant 
from the European Fisheries Fund (EFF), 
also administered by the MMO, enabling 
production of ice on site 24 hours a day 
so trawlers could load it directly into their 
vessels.

Pete Bromley, Harbour Master of Sutton 
Harbour, said: “This latest investment 
demonstrates the ongoing commitment of 
Sutton Harbour Group to supporting the South 
West’s fishing industry and ensuring Plymouth 

remains a major UK fishing port.
“Plymouth Fisheries is the last major fishing 

port to introduce utilities charges for vessels 
using the harbour, bringing Plymouth into 
line with other ports in the country, and we 
are introducing pre-paid water and electricity 
points, which are situated at convenient points 
along the quays. 

“The ever-increasing costs of providing the 
infrastructure and services required by today’s 
modern fishing fleet, and the variation in size 
and requirements of the fleet, mean a ‘user 
pays’ principle is considered the fairest way to 
apportion costs for power. Modern technology 
has made this possible and through a pre-
payment system, we can now offer the fishing 
fleet 24 hour access to water and electricity, 
alongside improved fuel delivery services.”

(L-R): Steven Gaulder, Sutton Harbour Group’s Projects Manager; Nick Eggar, Fisheries Manager; Pete Bromley, 
Harbour Master of Sutton Harbour in front of the new fuel depot at Plymouth Fisheries.

Also returning in 2020Co-located with:For more information
visit: seawork.com
contact: +44 1329 825 335
or email: info@seawork.com #Seawork2020 BOATINGBUSINESS

BOATING BUSINESS & MARINE TRADE NEWS

Media partners:

JUNE
2020

Southampton
United Kingdom

9
11
TO

Speed@Seawork

Europe’s leading commercial marine 
and workboat exhibition.

Show your latest innovations in vessels, equipment and 
  services to over 7,700 maritime professionals.

   12,000m2 of exhibition halls featuring 600 exhibitors.

        Over 70 vessels and fl oating plant. 

     European Commercial Marine Awards (ECMAs)   
       and Innovations Showcase.

Seawork is open for business – all year

Reserve now for 2020. Make the most of marketing & PR support 
from Seawork and our leading commercial marine magazines, in 
print, online, eNews and via social media.

Seawork half page 207x151.indd   1 14/01/2020   11:01

UK NEWS 
This Marine Management 

Organisation (MMO) 
has launched a public 

consultation on the draft North 
East, draft North West, draft 
South East and draft South 
West Marine Plans. The 
consultation will be open between 

14 January 2020 and 6 April 
2020; stakeholders will be able to 
respond to the consultation for the 
draft Marine Plans via the MMO’s 
Citizen Space consultation tool 
online at: www.bit.ly/2TFQh5t

Throughout the consultation 
period, the MMO has 

arranged training sessions for 
decision-makers to facilitate 
implementation of the draft 
plans. A series of informative 
webinars (national and plan 
area-based) will also be held 
early in the consultation period 
to assist all stakeholders in 

making representations on the 
draft marine planning documents. 
Further details will be circulated 
shortly. For more information, 
contact the MMO Marine 
Planning Team at planning@
marinemanagement.org.uk or 
phone 02080 265 325. 

In December, Seafish 
announced the launch of 
a new funding scheme 

which aims to improve safety 
in the fishing industry and will 
support owners of UK-registered 
fishing vessels with the cost of 
purchasing Personal Flotation 
Devices (PFDs) fitted with 
integrated Personal Locator 
Beacons (PLBs) for their crew.

PFDs are an essential piece of 
safety equipment for skippers and 
crew working on fishing vessels 
and PLBs have been shown to 
significantly improve the chances 
of fishermen being found if an 

accident results in them going 
overboard.

Having and wearing PFDs on 
board fishing vessels is now a 
requirement in the UK following 
implementation of the Work in 
Fishing Convention (ILO C188) 
and the publication of Marine 
Guidance Notice 588 last year. 
The new regulations establish 
that owners of UK-registered 
commercial fishing vessels are 
responsible for the health and 
safety of everyone working on 
board. Failure to ensure the 
provision and wearing of PFDs 
by fishermen working where there 

is a risk of falling overboard is 
considered a breach of health and 
safety legislation by the Maritime 
and Coastguard Agency.

The new funding scheme, 
which is being delivered by 
Seafish in co-operation with 
the MCA and Trinity House, is 
open to owners who have not 
previously received support to 
purchase PLBs. It allows them 
to claim £200 for each PFD/PLB 
purchased – potentially covering 
up to 50% of the cost of this life-
saving equipment.

The financial backing for 
the scheme is being provided 

from the UK government’s new 
£1m fund to improve safety in 
the fishing industry, which was 
announced by Maritime Minister 
Nusrat Ghani at the Department 
for Transport in July 2019.

The scheme is open for 
applications now. The final 
deadline for applications is 31 
March 2020, however, funding is 
limited and will be awarded on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

For further details and 
information on how to apply visit 
http://bit.ly/PFD2020 or contact 
01472 252 302 or training@
seafish.co.uk.

New scheme supports purchase of life-saving safety 
equipment for UK fishermen

Have your say on Marine Planning in England

With the UK now set to 
formally leave the EU 
on January 31st, 2020 

stands to be one of the most pivotal 
for the industry, according to the 
National Federation of Fishermen’s 
Organisations (NFFO). 

Once left, an 11 month transition 
phase will begin, whereby 
negotiations will take place on 
the future economic and political 
relationship between the UK and 
the EU, with the aim being to agree 
a framework agreement for fisheries 
by the end of July 2020. 

Recognising the difficulties these 
will involve in terms of the “polar 
opposite positions” of the UK and 
EU going in—with the UK seeking 
to alter existing quota arrangements, 
and the EU seeking to couple access 

to trade to maintain the status quo—
the NFFO caution failure to reach 
agreement “could potentially set up 
tensions that could only lead to both 
parties being losers.”

The starting point of any 
negotiations, of course, will be the 
Withdrawal Agreement, which with 
respect fisheries accepts that after 
the transition period, the UK will 
have regulatory autonomy over the 
exploitation of the resources within 
its EEZ, and that after the UK fully 
leaves the EU there will be no 
automatic right of access to fish in 
each other’s waters. 

The Agreement also, however, 
points towards a fisheries 
agreement, as part of a wider 
agreement of a future political and 
economic relationship between the 

EU and UK. And so what kind of 
agreement will we see? 

Acknowledging there is 
still much to bargain over and 
the difficulties in securing a 
comprehensive trade agreement in 
such a short timeframe, it seems 
likely, the NFFO says, that we 
will see a “less ambitious deal, 
with much to be agreed in future 
negotiations”. 

As they see it, however, 
concessions on fishing will have 
to be made by the EU if they are 
to continue to secure access to UK 
waters. Trade will matter, they 
recognise, and here the EU, they 
acknowledge, have the upper hand. 
“The question is to what extent 
this trade will become a political 
hostage over fishing rights,” they 

say. 
One thing is for sure, says the 

fishing organisation, is that the 
sense of grievance felt by the 
industry on the trade-offs made 
when the UK joined the then EEC 
have not diminished over time. 
“The optics of Brexit, in which 
the fishing issue has consistently 
been high on the list of national 
priorities,” they say, “means 
Government will not want to repeat 
the historic betrayal of the 1970s.”

“In this sense, fishing is an 
important litmus test and carries 
symbolic weight as well as political 
and economic significance. This 
is the reason why the UK fishing 
industry is confident that, whatever 
the negotiating challenges ahead, 
there will not be a repeat of 1973.”

NFFO confident there will be no repeat of 1973

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-north-east-marine-plans-documents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-north-east-marine-plans-documents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-north-west-marine-plan-documents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-south-east-marine-plan-documents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-south-east-marine-plan-documents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-south-west-marine-plan-documents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-south-west-marine-plan-documents
mailto:planning@marinemanagement.org.uk
mailto:planning@marinemanagement.org.uk
http://bit.ly/PFD2020
mailto:training@seafish.co.uk
mailto:training@seafish.co.uk
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MANY NEW EXHIBITORS 
SIGN UP TO SCOTTISH 
SKIPPER EXPO 2020

n The new-look Scottish Skipper 
Expo 2020 is shaping-up to be 
a fantastic event with over 160 
companies booked to date.

Sponsored by the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Federation (SFF) and 
held at the new P & J Live arena 
in Aberdeen on 15 and 16 May 
2020, the impressive line-up of 
companies includes over 15 new 
exhibitors, including shipyards, steel 
fabrication, ships’ painting, deck 
machinery, netting, and software.

Boat displays will be a key 
feature of the event, including an 
8m Cougar Cat creel vessel from 
Audacious Marine, powered by twin 
Nanni engines.

As in previous years, there will a 
strong representation from overseas 
exhibitors, ensuring that visitors 
can browse amongst a vast array 
of fishing equipment and support 
service suppliers.

Elspeth Macdonald, chief 
executive of the SFF said: “the 
Scottish Fishermen’s Federation 
is delighted once again to be 
sponsoring this key event and we 
look forward to seeing everyone at 

P&J Live in May.”
Sharon Boyle of show organiser 

Mara Media said: “The response 
to this year’s new-look Scottish 
Skipper Expo has been tremendous, 
and we are thrilled at the strong 
number of first-time exhibitors. 
There is still stand space available, 
so I would urge any company 
considering exhibiting to get in 
touch with us so that we can discuss 
your requirements.”

First-time exhibitors to date 
are: AJ Group, Audacious Marine, 
ELKON, Killybegs Harbour 
Development Group, Murueta 
Shipyard, Glen Campbell Paint, AR 
Peachment, KR Group (Scotland) 
Ltd, Green Oil, Naust Marine, 
Ibercisa Deck Machinery, Norwest 
Marine, Lyngaa Marine, Fish Facts, 
Richan Netting , Smart Sailors and 
MFG Co.

AMIDST CALL FOR 3-MILE 
FISHING BAN, CFA SAYS 
ENGO LOBBY IS BIGGEST 
CHALLENGE

n Calls for a three-mile ban on all 
mobile fishing around the coast 
of Scotland have this month been 
criticised by the Clyde Fishermen’s 
Association (CFA), who says one of 
the biggest challenges they currently 
face are eNGO lobby groups. 

The call for the fishing ban 
within three miles of the Sottish 
shoreline has come from a coalition 
of marine conservationists—
The Our Seas coalition—which 
includes angling bodies, ecotourism 
firms, scallop divers, and salmon 
conservation boards, among them 
also the Scottish Creel Fishermen’s 
Federation (SCFF). 

The aim of the campaign – which 
would affect an area of 18,000km 
(11,185 miles) of mainland and 
island coastline and 13,790sq km of 
sea, says the coalition, is to “secure 
a future” for “fisheries, the people 
and wildlife that depend on them.”

In January The Skipper spoke 
to Elaine Whyte, secretary of the 
CFA, a fishing association which 
represents both mobile and static 
gear fishermen. Asked what impact 
such a proposal would have on the 
CFA’s members Elaine said it would 
be “devastating”.

A three-mile ban, she said, would 
have a huge impact on their smallest 
boats – who are already restricted 
in terms of their size and other 
activities in particular areas. 

“I don’t know how it would 
work,” she said. 

“And I think that is the general 
feeling of most fishermen around 
the coast,” she said, explaining 

that Scotland has Inshore Fisheries 
Groups (IFGs) in place, whereby 
every kind of fisherman can come 
along, regardless of the size of his 
or her boat and have their say on 
management proposals. 

So far, she said, this policy has 
never grown arms or legs. “Because 
the majority of people just don’t 
want it.”

What people working in the 
sector and via the inshore groups do 
want, she said, is better and more 
sustainable management, and to 
that end are suggesting things such 
as seasonal closures and increasing 
minimum landings sizes.

“All of this,” she said, “is 
happening though the IFGs”.

Representing some 50 boats or 
so themselves of various different 
sizes, the CFA is also a member of 
the Communities Inshore Fisheries 
Alliance (CIFA) which Elaine 
explained represents some 350 
member boats, mostly inshore, 
though of various sizes and types. 

In terms of securing a sustainable 
future for coastal communities, 
Elaine said, those fishermen are 
trying to work together through 
the IFGs to get compromises and 
something that works locally 
between the majority of local 
fishermen. 

“We don’t understand why 
anyone wouldn’t work through a 
framework that actually works – it’s 
slow, but it’s there.”

“We don’t want to see creel 
fishing banned, we don’t want to 
see line fishing banned, or mobile 
fishing banned”, she said. “What we 
do want is to see better management 
across the board”.

You can’t decide who is a good 
fisherman and a bad fisherman by 
their gear type, Elaine explained. 

“Because somebody who has too 
many creels is impacting the stocks 
just as much as somebody that has 
a mobile boat, even divers can clear 
out an area of stock if they’re not 
responsible. And so this is about 
management,” she said. 

In terms of such proposals, Elaine 
said the CFA are very concerned 
about networks of organisations 
with funding chains that lead back to 
certain individuals, who are deciding 
where all this money is going to and, 
oftentimes, she said, don’t actually 
talk to the existing fishermen’s 
organisations on the ground. 

“We feel like there are a few 
individuals out there with a lot of 
power and a lot of money funding 
the organisations pushing this 
agenda,” she said, contrasting that 
with the fact that most fishermen’s 
organisations are funded through 

A busy 2019 Scottish Skipper Expo
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•  No. of companies: 228
•  No. of countries represented: 20
•  No. of visitors: 1870
•  59% of visitors involved in   
       making purchasing decisions

For more information on 
Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 
2020 please contact:

Sharon Boyle
Commercial Fishing Manager

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

Tel: 00353 (0)74 95 48037 
Mobile: 00353 (0)86 8401250

Web: www.theskipper.ie
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SUPERIOR SCALES 
DESERVE A SUPERIOR 
WARRANTY

Contact our Irish agent KER Group 
for more information and pricing at:
derek@ker.ie | +353 973 1525 | ker.ie

marel.com/scales

Marel’s marine scales now include an 
industry-leading four-year warranty. This 
reflects our confidence in their reliability 
and durability, delivering our customers 
a lower total cost of ownership.

levies and occasional grants for 
science and so on.

“We feel as if there’s millions 
coming in annually and there’s a 
concerted campaign with a few 
individuals which is presenting a 
very skewed picture,” she said.

And this, said Elaine, is currently 
one of their biggest challenges. 

“The eNGO lobby groups that 
are pulling down this funding is the 
biggest challenge we will ever face,” 
she said.

“Around the whole country,” she 
said, “it is becoming prolific. And 
in terms of resources, they have far 
more money.”

“The average fisherman who is 
out on a boat doesn’t have those 
kinds of resources and I feel that it 
is a marginalisation that can only 
get worse. So that’s the biggest 
challenge we face – bigger than 
anything I would say.”

“We’re trying to work in a 
framework which is fair for 
everyone. In a few months, we’re 
going to have the Future of Fisheries 
Management document released 
by the Scottish Government and 
that will show us what the thinking 
is from the public consultation, in 
terms of how fishing is going to be 
managed going forward.

“We will happily work to that, 
we might not like all of it ourselves 
of course, but we’ll be able to 
say that at least that was based on 
consultation”. 

“So why the push now for a 
three nautical mile limit without 
government structure?” she asked.

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
REMEMBERS 
FRASERBURGH LIFEBOAT 
DISASTER

n On January 21st, a memorial 
service was held for the five local 
RNLI volunteers who lost their 
lives in the Fraserburgh lifeboat 
disaster half a century ago, writes 
Eugene Rutter. 

On that day in January 1970, the 
Fraserburgh lifeboat The Duchess 
of Kent was tasked to assist a 
Danish fishing vessel with four 
people on board. 

The Danish vessel had sprung a 
leak and was in a sinking condition, 
30 miles off the coast. That day 
there was a storm blowing, with 30-
35 feet seas running.

A large Russian vessel had the 
fishing vessel under tow, and The 
Duchess of Kent was escorting 
them back to port when she was 

hit by a huge wave and overturned. 
All crew members except one 

perished. The bodies of Coxswain 
John Stephen and crew members 
William Hadden, James Buchan 
and James RS Buchan were 
recovered, Mechanic Frederick 
Kirkness was lost to the sea. The 
sole survivor, crewman John 
Buchan was picked up by the 
Russian ship.

The Buckie, Peterhead and 
Fraserburgh lifeboats and Princess 
Anne were all in attendance at the 
poignant memorial service, which 

included a wreath-laying ceremony 
at the statue marking the disaster 
outside Fraserburgh’s lifeboat 
station, in remembrance of those 
brave souls who lost their lives.

While on service with the RNLI 
between 1959 and 1970, The 
Duchess of Kent lifeboat launched 
23 times and saved 13 lives.

Sadly, the 1970 disaster marked 
the third time that a lifeboat from 
Fraserburgh had been lost, with 
tragedy striking in both 1953 and 
1919, with 13 crew losing their 
lives. 

Buckie, Peterhead and Fraserburgh Lifeboats. Image by Eugene Rutter

http://marine.gov.scot/data/facts-and-figures-about-scotlands-sea-area-coastline-length-sea-area-sq-kms
http://marine.gov.scot/data/facts-and-figures-about-scotlands-sea-area-coastline-length-sea-area-sq-kms
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SHETLAND NEWS By Peter Johnson, Chris Cope & Hans J Marter / Shetland News

STRONG fish prices at 
Shetland markets in 2019 
meant white fish landings 

were worth about the same as 
in 2018 although the quantity 
landed was slightly down 
compared to the previous year.

About 395,000 boxes of 
demersal species were landed 
at Shetland ports in 2019 
compared with 430,000 in 2018.

When new markets at 
Lerwick and Scalloway open 
this year, offering double 
the floor space, the Shetland 
Seafood Auctions will move 
to an internet basis which will 
allow buyers to bid from any PC 
or Mac device.

Its manager Martin Leyland 
said that the whitefish picture in 
Shetland is a huge improvement 
from the time the auction was 
set up 16 years ago, when 
total landings were about 
120,000 boxes for the year and 
Scalloway accounting for only 
10,000 of that.

Now the Westside port is 
taking 200,000 boxes annually 
and the auction has been 

operating out of a temporary 
warehouse for 18 months while 
the new market emerges from 
the site of the old.

Leyland added: “It has been 
a success and we have learned 
quite a lot working in that 
interim facility.

“When we move to the new 
market, we will be modernising 
and the new system will be 
web based. The main difference 
there is buyers will be able to 
buy fish whether they are sat in 
the auction hall or at a Windows 
PC.”

It looks like the Scalloway 
market, owned by Shetland 
Islands Council, will be 
operational around the end 
of January and the Lerwick 
market at Mair’s Pier, owned by 
Lerwick Port Authority, a month 
or two later.

Leyland said that the growth 
of fish landings in Shetland had 
provided the business case for 
replacing the two fish markets, 
which were over 40 years old in 
the case of Lerwick and about 30 
years old for Scalloway.

The electronic auction had 
succeeded admirably in meeting 
one of its initial objectives, 
which was to get local boats 
landing to the isles instead of 
tripping to Aberdeen to land fish.

The effect of days at sea on 
that aspect could not be ruled 
out. When boats were limited in 
the amount of time they spent 
at sea, it was important that 
they could land locally instead 
of spending time steaming to 
distant ports.

The success of the auction 
has also drawn in significant 
landings from, mainly, 
Scottish vessels and Danes and 
Norwegians.

As well as improvements 
to the electronic software, the 
new markets should enable 
elimination of much heavy 
lifting. 

According to Leyland, remote 
buyers have bought £7m worth 
of fish since 2013, evidence 
of the trust that has been 
established with the system.

“The fact that they keep 
buying year on year is evidence 

the fish is good quality and the 
boats have contributed to this 
plus the scheme we have running 
with Shetland Seafood Quality 
Control.

“What we have done as an 
industry in Shetland is just 
work together in continuous 
improvement.

“These markets will enable 
us to keep going with that 
improvement and we have a 
project underway on quality 
assurance that will back up what 
the buyers down south have 
come to expect.”

The two markets also sell fish 
landed at Cullivoe which is put 
to whichever market has the 
most capacity to fill.

The final auctions of 2019 
were held on the morning of 
Tuesday, December 17 with 
2,900 boxes landed at Lerwick 
and Scalloway.

Cod prices were good, as they 
have been throughout the year, 
but fell back slightly on the 
Tuesday. Top monkfish was also 
selling well at £9/kilo, which 
equates to over £400 per box.

Good fish market tallies see out 2019

LEAVING the Common Fisheries 
Policy (CFP) is more urgent than ever, 
according to the chief officer of the 

Shetland Fishermen’s Association, Simon 
Collins.

Reacting to the outcome of the EU/Norway 
negotiations that sees the important and 
valuable cod quota slashed by 50 per cent for 
2020, Collins said the result illustrated exactly 
what was wrong with the dreaded CFP.

The Scottish Government said the 
significant cut in the North Sea cod quota 
reflected scientific advice on declining 
numbers.

The negotiations also agreed quota 
reductions for saithe (-15 per cent) and 
whiting (-13 per cent), but increases in 
haddock (23 per cent) and plaice (17 per cent) 
and a rollover for herring.

Seasonal closures to protect North Sea cod 
while spawning in the first quarter of the year 
were also agreed. 

Collins said: “This outcome illustrates 
exactly why every fishing industry in Europe 
wants to be shot of the Common Fishing 
Policy. 

“Together with industry representatives 
from all around the North Sea, including 
Norway, and working closely with the 

Scottish government, we had put together 
a responsible and credible package of 
measures on cod that would have fully met 
sustainability objectives as well as the legal 
constraints bearing on the EU.

“The EU’s decision to go instead with a 
simplistic read-out of a single line from a 
computer model is staggeringly irresponsible. 
Fisheries management should be a grown-up 
discussion around a complex ecosystem, not 
an infantile read-out from computer modelling 
that all sides know is desperately flawed.”

While the UK is expected to leave the 
CFP on 31 January 2020, the passage of the 
withdrawal agreement through parliament 
will effectively keep the UK bound to quotas 
agreed at 2019’s European Council meeting 
until the end of this year. 

“For Shetland’s fishing fleet, leaving the 
CFP is more urgent now than ever,” Collins 
added.

“Fish stocks in our waters — including cod 
— are heading the right way, and our coastal 
and island communities deserve a responsible 
management regime. It’s about time we got 
one.”

Scottish fisheries minister Fergus Ewing 
said: “This year’s talks have taken place 
against some difficult scientific advice – 

particularly for North Sea cod. While I 
welcome an agreement, the outcome is 
disappointing.

“A cut of this size will be very challenging 
for Scottish fishing businesses. We recognise 
the need to manage fish stocks sustainably, 
necessitating a substantial reduction, but it is 
regrettable that once again the main burden 
has fallen on Scotland. 

“We have significant concerns about a 
methodology that recognises poor cod stocks 
in the Southern North Sea, but seems to 
disregard much healthier numbers in Northern 
waters. We will press for action to address 
this.”

The minister pledged that the devolved 
government in Edinburgh would do 
everything it could to support the industry. 

“It is clear that Brexit considerations are 
playing a role in this year’s negotiations, 
with Scotland’s interests being 
compromised by being part of the 
member state which is choosing to 
walk away, but I will continue 
to do all I can to champion 
the interests of our 
fishing industry.”

THE AWARD-winning 
Frankie’s fish and chip 
shop in Brae is now 

under new ownership.
Corinna and Mark Hoseason, 

from Gott, have bought the 
business after previous owner 
Valerie Johnson put it up for 
sale.

The Brae chippy launched 
in 2008, and in 2015 it 
was named the UK’s top 
independent takeaway fish and 
chip shop.

Mark Hoseason, a former 
partner in the Guardian Angell 
(LK 272) whitefish trawler, 
said that after 23 years at the 
fishing it was the right time to 
take on an established local 
business that is promoting local 
produce.

“We bought the business on 
Monday [13 January] night, 
and had family and friends 
gathering with the staff here 
on Tuesday, and today [15 
January] is the first day in 

business,” he said.
The 39 year old said he had 

spent most of the day in Lerwick 
meeting suppliers and getting a 
handle on running the business.

He said Frankie’s had 
moved away from using 
plastic packaging and cutlery 
some time ago, and this was 
something he and his wife were 

keen to continue.
“We are hoping to keep 

things going, keep a good 
name and have a happy staff 
and family,” he said.

Business as usual as new owners take charge of 
famous Brae chippie Cod deal illustrates why ‘leaving the CFP is 

more urgent now than ever’

A HISTORIC boat built in Shetland in 
1945 which had been left to rot is set 
to be saved – with the brains behind 

the project appealing for a shed to house her 
in during restoration.

Glenn Tonner salvaged the dilapidated 
Dagmar LK414 in August when she was in 
line to be scrapped after sitting in Toft for a 
number of years.

The boat was laying alongside the slip, 
with Tonner — who works in London 
managing a fleet of super yachts but is 
originally from the island of Yell — told she 
was due to be scrapped immediately to make 
way for renovations at Toft Pier.

Tonner said the boat was built in 1945 by 
Jim Smith for Dr Peterson of North-a-Voe, 
Yell.

Rot was visible in several places and 
Tonner said the interior was in a “chaotic 
state”. He was given temporary space in 
Lerwick to take the Dagmar to and began 
removing the rotting wood and all of the 
fittings. What is left of the Dagmar at the 
moment is the bottom shell.

Tonner is now searching for a 40ft space 
within a shed in Shetland to allow him to 
carry out repair work during the coming 
years.

Dagmar was used by Dr Peterson for 
exploring Shetland as well as fishing. She had 
a fishing licence until the mid 1950s — hence 
the LK414 registration — and was rebuilt in 
1993 by Danny Arthur, who added a larger 
wheelhouse and a new engine.

Tonner has been living in London for 
around a decade, and has spent the last 14 
years at sea, but he still tries to visit Shetland 

once a year.
It was on one of these visits three or four 

years ago that he saw the stricken Dagmar 
lying alongside the pier at Toft while he 
waited for the ferry to Yell –

bringing back childhood memories in the 
process.

“Then on a trip to Shetland last summer I 
saw her again, still sitting in the same spot, 
now obviously neglected with signs of rot in 
various places. I was deeply saddened that 
this part of my childhood and beautiful piece 
of Shetland’s history would soon be lost if no 
action was taken.

“I had heard she was to be scrapped to 
make way for renovations at the pier in the 
very near future. The idea that I had to save 
her has stuck with me since that day. The 
project has been a great way of keeping my 
connection with Shetland.”

The Dagmar is currently housed at the end 
of Shearer’s Quay in Lerwick, but it is “not 
ideal as it is very exposed”.

“Ideally I am looking for a corner of a shed 
which I could put her in to focus on getting 
the hull sound within 2020,” Tonner said.

“Failing a shed I am looking for a patch 
of sheltered ground where I could build a 
temporary structure around her. The plan is to 
fly in for a few weeks of 18 hour days and get 
the hull sound in 2020 and then the deck and 
accommodation in 2021.

Do you have a shed which could house the 
Dagmar during renovations, or information 
about how the inside of the boat originally 
looked like? Contact Glenn Tonner through 
his restoration Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com/Dagmar1945 

New life to be breathed into historic Shetland 
boat after being saved from the scrapheap

Frankie’s fish and chip shop is now under new ownership

Glenn Toner at work on The Dagmar

https://www.facebook.com/Dagmar1945
https://www.facebook.com/Dagmar1945
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Norwegian fisheries research vessel calls in

THE NORWEGIAN 
marine research vessel 
Johan Hjort, operated 

by the Norwegian Institute of 
Marine Research, Havforsknings 
Instituttet, spent time alongside 
Hatston Pier during bad weather 
in mid-January.

The organisation is a national 
consultative research institute 
which is owned by the Ministry 
of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs 
in Norway.

The institute performs various 
types of research and provides 
advisory services in the marine 
ecosystems and aquaculture 
fields.

The ship was built in 1990 
at Flekkefjord Slipp and 
Maskinfabrikk AS in Norway. 
She is 64m long with a beam of 
13m, and carries 14 crew.

The vessel is named after the 
first IMR director and one of the 
founders of ICES (International 

Council for the Exploration of the 
Sea), Johan Hjort (1869–1948).

Cruise leader Alina Rey 
explained that the work the 
ship has been utilised for was a 
survey in the North Sea covering 
hydrography (CTD), chemistry 
(nutrients and chlorophyll) and 
zooplankton (including fish eggs 
and larvae).

She added: “Samples are 
taken on the standard transects 
Hanstholm-Aberdeen and 
Startpoint-Utsira, and also from 
selected stations on the Scotland 
east coast and from Pentland to 
Fair Isle.

“Water samples for chlorophyll 
and nutrient analysis (nitrate, 
nitrite, phosphate, silicate) are 
collected at all stations from 
several depths with a water bottle 
rosette.

“A CTD profiler is also fitted 
on the rosette and measures 
conductivity, temperature and 

density.
“Zooplankton is sampled 

by vertical tows with a WP-2 
plankton net from the bottom to 
the surface. The net has a 0.25 

m2 opening and 180 µm mesh 
size. Fish eggs and –larvae are 
sampled by a standard MIK ring 
trawl with a 2m opening and 1.6 
mm mesh size.”

ORKNEY NEWS By Craig Taylor

THE Kirkwall-based coastguard tug Ievoli 
Black was called to the Western Isles in early 
January when a large fish farm support 

vessel, Hydro Pioneer, suffered from engine 
problems.

A coastguard statement explained: “Just before 
4pm on Saturday 4 January, HM Coastguard was 
contacted by a vessel off Stornoway reporting 
engine trouble. There were five people on board.

“A nearby fish farm support vessel, Helen Mary, 
responded to the call for assistance and provided 
the initial tow, which was taken over by the 
emergency towing vessel the Ievoli Black.  

Bragar and Ness Coastguard Rescue Teams and 
the RNLI Stornoway lifeboat were also sent to help.

The Helen Mary also helped with the safe 
berthing of the Hydro Pioneer in Stornoway 
Harbour.

Emergency tug 
called out

Cod cut concern

The Norwegian marine research vessel 
Johan Hjort, pictured alongside at 
Hatston Pier. (Picture: Craig Taylor)

THE MAN who has been at 
the helm of Orkney Islands 
Council Marine Services, and 

other aspects of council activity for 
the past eight years, is set to retire 
this summer.

Brian Archibald, 62, said that 
he plans to retire in June, from the 
role he has held since 2012, and 
the search for his replacement has 
just begun. He said that he has very 
much enjoyed his time spent with the 
authority, which has been exciting, 
often challenging, but immensely 
satisfying.

He said that he believes that 
through the efforts of his team that 
his service is in a very positive 

position. Now poised to take forward 
an ambitious Port Master Plan, the 
Outline Business Case for new ferries 
and a range of low carbon initiatives, 
he feels it is the right time for a fresh 
mind to now drive this forward. 

The council is now advertising for 
a new head of Marine Services and 
transportation, and harbour master to 
replace Mr Archibald.

As well as giving a full job 
description on the Orkney Harbours 
website, the authority has also had 
a short video compiled, which gives 
a broader description of the role, 
and the importance of OIC Marines 
Services to the wider Orkney 
community.

THE traditional end-of-year 
European Union fishery 
negotiations concluded 

back in December on a range 
of quotas and management 
measures, later bringing reaction 
from Orkney.

The December Council is 
the culmination of a number of 
end-of-year fishery negotiations. 
Each member state is allocated 
quotas for each stock — capping 
the amount the industry is able 
to fish in the coming year.

Giving his reaction, Tommy 

Tulloch, chairman of the Orkney 
Fisheries Association, and 
skipper of the whitefish trawler 
Keila said: “This is a huge cod 
cut and the hope was for a more 
realistic progression towards 
building up the stock over 
several years, rather than trying 
to rebuild everything in one year 
to hit the highly inflexible 2020 
target.

“The knock-on effect will 
be to cause huge problems for 
other quota stocks that will be 
caught up in the 50 per cent cod 

reduction. The science is failing 
to recognise that the north and 
southern North Sea are seeing 
very different stock profiles.

“While increase in haddock 
quota and a recognition of the 
movement of hake into UK 
waters will help, it will be a very 
challenging year for fishermen 
and managers.”

Also reacting to the 
conclusion of the fisheries 
negotiations, Orkney and 
Shetland MP Alistair Carmichael 
said: “These reductions in catch 

quotas for cod in particular will 
be difficult for the whitefish 
fleet. It is to be hoped that they 
do not have knock-on effects for 
other whitefish such as haddock.

“As the industry looks to the 
future, governments in London 
and Edinburgh must be prepared 
to engage with fishermen and 
to design a system of fisheries 
management that does not 
involve this mad dash for 
decision-making at the end of 
every year. No other industry 
would work in this way.”

Head of Orkney Marine 
Services to retire

Around 
theYards

With the Amethyst recently delivered to 
Scotland, Mooney Boats in Killybegs 
are now busy working on the 28.5m 

Ocean Challenge for Leslie Hughson of Shetland. 
The hull arrived at Mooney Boats recently 

from Poland, and the entire fit-out, including 
all wiring, piping systems, carpentry, fish hold, 
engine installation, steering systems and hydraulic 
system, will be completed at the yard. 

So far, net drums are on, insulation is being 
fitted throughout, the flooring has started to be 
laid, and cable trays are being placed for the 
electricians, and work on the accommodation 
areas is starting also. 

Another upcoming new build for the yard is 
the 27.46m Ella. The hull is currently being built 
in Riga, Latvia, and is due to arrive in Killybegs 
in April 2020. Ella, which has been designed by 
Ove Kristensen, is being built for the Atlantic 
Dawn Group, and will replace the company’s 26m 
vessel Star of Hope G 233. The deck equipment 
onboard the Ella will be supplied by SeaQuest 
Systems, who are already at work preparing the 
deck machinery.

No rest for Mooney Boats - Work begins 
in earnest on Ocean Challenge

A busy start to the new year for Parkol 
Marine Engineering Ltd. Alcedo—the 
yard’s first build for John King, West Coast 

Sea Products of Kirkcudbright—was launched at 
Parkol’s Middlesbrough yard on January 7. With 
a length overall of 34m, the scallop trawler has a 
registered length of 30m, a beam of 8.9m and a 
depth of 4.7m. 

Following full fabrication and fit-out, shot 
blasting and painting inside the Parkol workshop, 
the vessel was loaded-out on self-propeller mobile 
transport (SPMT’s) to the river’s edge and lifted 
into the river by a 1200T Gottwald crane.

Parkol are also busy with a 27m salmon feed 
carrier for LCL Shipping of Whalsay in Shetland 
– their second build for the company. Now in 
the advanced stages of construction, the vessel is 
currently being fit-out. 

It has been a busy few months for 
Padstow Boatyard, who as well 
as working on several fit-outs and 

refit projects are close to completing 
their first PB40 fishing boat. 

Designed by Gary Mitchell, 
the heavy displacement 11.95m 
x 5.4m crabber is currently 
undergoing the final stages of 
fit-out at the yard, where she 
will undergo sea trials before 
leaving Padstow for her home 
harbour. Once complete the new 
PB40 will be the largest volume 
GRP 12m vessel around. 

And once she is delivered, the 
yard in Cornwall will be kept busy 
with a fit out on a 15m Gemini 

Fastcat which they are also 
completing. 

Full feature on the Padstow 
vessel to follow in a coming issue 
of The Skipper.

New Scalloper for West Coast Sea Products 
launched at Parkol

Padstow Boatyard’s First 
PB40 Nearing Completion

Work underway on Ocean Challenge. 
Image Alan Hennigan Mooney Boats

Alcedo being launched at Parkol.
Image courtesy of Parkol

New PB40 at Padstow

PB40 nearing completion
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Built by Mooney Boats Ltd 
in Killybegs for skipper 
Ralston Johnston, Amethyst 

BF 19 is the latest gem to join the 
Scottish fleet. Designed by SC 
McAllister’s Ian Paton, the trawler 

has an overall length of 20.25m, 
a beam of 7.3m and a draught of 
4.85m, earning the Amethyst the 
distinction of being the largest 
vessel to have been launched in 
Killybegs since 1980, with the full 
build from keel to finish carried 
out by Mooney Boats at the yard. 

Co-owned by Ralston and 
Westward Fishing Company, the 

new vessel is a replacement for the 
2008 Macduff built 19m Amethyst, 
which was sold last July. The 
Mooney Boats build is the fourth in 
a line of vessels by the same name 
and the second for skipper Ralston, 
who with some 36 years fishing 
under his belt fished the first two 
Amethysts as mate.  

In terms of the design of the 

newest Amethyst, the skipper-
owner from Gardenstown told The 
Skipper, “I wanted something that 
was slightly bigger than what I 
had before. My old boat was just 
over 19m with a 6.7/6.8 beam. We 
wanted something that was a little 
bit bigger and also something that 
would be more fuel-efficient and 
with more power as well.”

By Lia ní Aodha

NEW BOAT

AMETHYST BF19AMETHYST BF19
New gem from Mooney Boats 
steams home for Fraserburgh

Amethyst on sea trails at the beginning of January

Largest vessel to be launched in Killybegs since 1980

Crossfarnogue, Kilmore Quay, Co. Wexford | +353 870505917 | info@padmos.nl | www.padmos.nl

Offi cial Dealer 
Mitsubishi Diesel Engines

Bruinisse (NL)
Stellendam (NL)
Kilmore Quay (IRL)

Address: Crossfarnogue, Kilmore Quay, Co. Wexford +353 870505917 • info@padmos.nl www.padmos.nl

We keep you fishing

BEST WISHES TO RALSTON, 
FAMILY AND CREW WITH YOUR 

NEW VESSEL AMETHYST

AMETHYST BF19
SC McAllister & Co Ltd

CONGRATULATIONS 
AND GOOD FISHING 
TO RALSTON, FAMILY 

& CREW ON YOUR 
NEW VESSEL 

AMETHYST

T: (0044) 1904 466 158    E: scm.design@virgin.net

• Naval Architects  • Marine Consultants
• Surveyors  • Stability Consultants

 “Everyone we met over in Ireland has 
been excellent to work with. 

Killybegs is a very friendly place.”

Comfortable and well equipped wheelhouse, 
kitted out by Barry Electronics The engine control room

“The two things very often go 
together – newer boats are more 
efficient, they steam faster and 
have better fuel economy, so that 
was the big attraction with a new 
boat.”

With efficiency and safety 
as some of their top priorities, 
Mooney Boats pride themselves 
on building strong long-lasting 
vessels. The techniques they have 
developed in modernising their 

designs have kept them at the 
forefront of shipbuilding within 
Ireland and further, which was one 
of the attractions which brought 
the new build to their Killybegs 
based shipyard.

St Catherines Rd, 
Killybegs, Co. Donegal  

Tel: 074 97 31215  
Fax: 074 97 31739

www.barryelectronics.ie Olexbel VSAT

Irelands Largest 
Marine Electronics 

Company

Congratulations to the owners & crew 
with their new vessel “AMETHYST”. 

We are proud to have supplied, 
installed and commissioned the 

communication, navigational and fish 
finding equipment for this vessel.

FACT FILE

NAME: MFV AMETHYST

REGISTRATION: BF19

HOME PORT: FRASERBURGH

COMPANY: JOHNSTON FISHING 

LIMITED AND WESTWARD 

FISHING COMPANY

SKIPPER: RALSTON JOHNSTON

CREW: FISHING WITH 6 (CAN 

ACCOMMODATE 8)

YARD: MOONEY BOATS LTD

DESIGNER: IAN PATON – SC 

MCALLISTER & CO LTD

TYPE: TWIN RIGGER

LENGTH: 20.25 (LOA)

BEAM: 7.3M

DRAUGHT: 4.85M
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Launching Amethyst in Killybegs
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Familiar with the quality of 
the work produced by Mooney 
Boats, when the opportunity to 
upgrade to a new vessel presented 
itself with a spot opening up at 
the Killybegs yard, the company 
jumped at the chance, and the 
new trawler was commissioned in 
2017. 

After careful planning, the 
keel of the vessel was laid at 
the yard in the last quarter of 
2018. Less than twelve months 
later, the new Amethyst was 
successfully launched in Killybegs 
in September 2019, and following 
final fit-out and sea trials 
finally made her way home to 
Fraserburgh on January 8, beating 
most of the new year weather.

With Ralston at the helm, his 
brother Roy, who is relief skipper 
on the Amethyst and two friends 
onboard, leaving Killybegs on 
the Wednesday night and arriving 
back in Fraserburgh by 3am 
Saturday morning, they had a 
“super sail”, said Ralston. 

EXPERTLY FINISHED

Capable of up to 10 knots, 
the new Amethyst is powered by 
a Padmos supplied Mitsubishi 
S6R2-T2MPTK-3 main engine 

producing 480 kW @ 1350 rpm, 
connected to a Reintjes WAF 
374L, 7.091:1 reduction gearbox, 
powering an Aluminium Bronze 
2.1m skewed Kaplan design 
propeller. The fixed pitch, 4 blade 
propeller was supplied by Kort 
Propulsion. 

As with the main engine, 
the vessel’s auxiliaries — a 
Mitsubishi 6D24-TC and 1 x 
Mitsubishi 6D16-T auxiliary 
— were supplied by Padmos. 
Electrics, hydraulics and pumps 
onboard were fitted by Mooney 
Boats themselves. 

Boasting a wheelhouse that has 
been kitted out with an impressive 
array of electronics by Barry 
Electronics Ltd (see side panel), 
marrying comfort and style, the 
vessel’s interior, with custom-
made furniture and fittings which 
seamlessly integrate into the 
accommodation areas onboard the 
vessel, was created by the skilled 
carpenters and expert fabricators 
at Mooney Boat Ltd themselves. 

Though the vessel will be 
crewed by six, the new Amethyst 
has ample accommodation 
onboard for eight. Expertly 
finished, high-quality wood 
ensures the crew’s living quarters 
retain a lasting strength while 

remaining a comfortable area of 
work and rest for those onboard.

In true Mooney Boats style, 
modernizing the design, LED 
strip lighting can be found 
throughout the vessel along with 
some other unique modernizing 
features such as USB charging 
points, Entertainment sound 
system, modern efficient electrical 
heating, high-power efficient LED 
work lights and an Underwater 
Prop-inspection camera housed 
within the hull itself. The vessel’s 
internet system was installed by 
McMinn Marine Ltd. 

Very happy indeed with the new 
trawler, the Amethyst skipper said 
Mooney Boats were “excellent” 
to work with. “Everyone we met 
over in Ireland has been excellent 
to work with. Killybegs is a very 
friendly place. Everyone we took 
over commented on how friendly 
it was.” 

Now home in Fraserburgh, 
the reception has been equally 
positive. “There’s been a lot of 
people through her since we 
came home,” he said, “local 
skippers, and they’re all very 
impressed. The finish is really 
good.”

“The workmanship is first 
class,” he said. 

  

Barry Electronics 
Amethyst Package

Killybegs based Barry Electronics Ltd, 
Ireland’s largest marine electronics 
company, kitted out the Amethyst’s 
wheelhouse with an impressive array 
of electronics which includes: 

Radar

• 1 x Furuno FAR1518 X-Band BB 
Type Approved ARPA Radar with 
Neovo Monitor

• 1 x Furuno M1835 10.4” Radar 
4kW with 24” Radome

 
Echo Sounder

• 1 x JRC 130BB Echo Sounder 
with 50kHz Transducer with 
Neovo Monitor. Hardness output 
for Olex

 
Navigation

• 1 x Olex 3D Bottom Mapping 
Plotter with Hardness, connected 
to Wind Speed and Direction 
sensor

• 2 x Sodena Easy Win Version 8 
ECS Chart Plotting System with 
AIS and ARPA

• 1 x NT921 MK 2 Autopilot with 
Watch Alarm and NFU Lever

• 1 x JRC JLR-21 Satellite Compass 
for Heading information for the 
Radar and Autopilot

• 2 x Furuno GP-39 GPS Navigator
• 1 x Furuno FA-170 AIS 

Identification System
 
GMDSS

• Icom GM800 150W MF/HF DSC 
Radio

• Sailor 6215 DSC (Class D) VHF 
Radiotelephone

• Furuno PR300 Power Supply 
Unit (Mains/Battery auto change 
over)

• Victron Skyalla-TG Charger for 
GMDSS Batteries    

• Victron GMDSS Remote Battery 
Monitor

• 2 x 140Ah Batteries for GMDSS 
Power

• Furuno NX-300 Navtex Receiver
• ACR Float Free GPS EPIRB
 
General Communications

• Sailor 6210 VHF with Telephone 
Handsets

• 1 x Icom IC-GM1600E GMDSS 
Approved Handheld

• 2 x CCTV Analogue Systems for 9 
Cameras with wide screen Neovo 
monitors

• 1 x Propeller Camera mounted on 
the Hull to monitor the propeller 
when steaming.

• 1 x 5 Station Phonetech Intercom 
System, 2 x Cabins, Aft and 
Fwd deck area with External 
Speakers.

• Engine Room Station with noise 
reduction headset

• 1 x Bridge PC for Log Book and 
Internet Browsing

• MARINE PAINTING
• PAINT SPRAYING
• POWER WASHING

Killybegs, Co. Donegal | Contact: Glen Campbell
Mobile: 086 1567411  Email: gcmpainting@hotmail.com

Best wishes to Ralston, family & crew on your new vessel Amethyst.

A GLOBAL LEADER 
IN MARINE PAINTS

Jotun Paints Europe Ltd, Unit K7, Marina Commercial Park, Centre Park 
Road, Cork, Ireland • Tel: +353 21 4965 955 • Web: www.jotun.com

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE OWNERS & CREW 
WITH THEIR NEW VESSEL “AMETHYST”. 

Nets onboard supplied by 
Faithlie Trawl The Galley

Custom made interior

The fish Handling system on the Amethyst 
was fitted by Mooney Boats themselves The Engine room
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The Marine Institute is 
pleased to announce that 
a contract was signed on 

December 18th between the 
Marine Institute and Spanish 
shipyard Astilleros Armon Vigo 
S.A. for the construction of 
Ireland’s new state-of-the-art 
marine research vessel, following 
the completion of the design of 
the vessel by Skipsteknisk AS 
of Norway. This is a significant 
milestone with the build process 
contracted to complete in 2022.  

Supporting the Government’s 
national integrated marine plan, 
Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth, 
as well as the national Marine 
Research and Innovation Strategy, 
the new 52 metre research vessel 
will form a critical part of the 
State’s maritime infrastructure. 
It will replace the RV Celtic 
Voyager and will be a sister ship to 
Ireland’s larger research vessel, the 
65 metre RV Celtic Explorer.

The new vessel will support 
Ireland in addressing some of 
the research challenges of Brexit 
and the Common Fisheries 
Policy, as well as climate-
induced impacts on our oceans. 
It will facilitate service demands 
under the European Maritime 
Fisheries Fund (EMFF) including 
the conservation, management 
and rebuilding of fish stocks 
and the long-term sustainable 
harvesting of marine biological 
resources. It will greatly enhance 
the Institute’s many research 
and data gathering activities in 
areas like marine biodiversity, 
marine spatial planning and ocean 
observation and monitoring. The 

vessel will also support a diverse 
range of marine operations, such 
as maintaining and deploying 
Ireland’s Marine Data Buoy 
Network which supports Met 
Éireann’s daily weather forecasts. 

The new research vessel will 
be a modern, multipurpose, silent 
vessel, capable of operating in the 
rough seas of the Irish Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ). It will be 
designed to incorporate the latest 
proven technologies to ensure 
that it operates as efficiently as 
possible, ensuring minimal fuel 
consumption and minimising the 
vessels environmental impact and 
carbon footprint. 

Welcoming the signature of 
the contract to construct the new 
research vessel, Minister for 
Agriculture Food and Marine, 
Michael Creed TD said: 

“This project, when completed, 
will ensure that the important work 
of the Marine Institute, including 
vitally important fisheries and 
oceanic research initiatives, 
which are also important in the 
context of Climate Action, will 
be significantly enhanced through 
the commissioning of a state-of-
the-art new fuel efficient research 
vessel.

“I am delighted that my 
Department has been able to 
provide the necessary capital 
funding to the Marine Institute 
to enable the new vessel to be 
delivered within the anticipated 
three year timeframe.”

Dr Paul Connolly, CEO of the 
Marine Institute welcomed the 
signing of the research vessel 
build contract stating:

“This is an incredibly exciting 
moment in our ocean science 
history. The new national research 
vessel will allow Ireland to make 
a major leap forward in our 
understanding of the Atlantic. 
As we enter the UN Decade of 
the Ocean (2021 to 2030) it will 
ensure that Ireland continues 
to build our ocean knowledge 
and enhance our scientific 
understanding.

“The significantly enhanced 
capabilities of the new research 
vessel will support a broad range 
of ocean stakeholders including 
policy makers, managers, 
industry, researchers, educators, 
students, coastal communities 
and the public. This knowledge is 
essential if we are to sustainably 
manage our oceans and empower 
Ireland and its people to 
safeguard and harness our ocean 
wealth.” 

Based in Galway, the vessel 
will be used by the Marine 
Institute, other State agencies 
and Third Level Institutes to 
undertake fisheries, plankton, 
oceanographic and environmental 
research and surveys, as well as 
student training. It will enable 
Ireland to continue building on 
our achievements as leaders in 
seabed mapping. It will also 
allow for continued transatlantic 
surveys with international 
partners through AORA (Atlantic 
Ocean Research Alliance) and 
other collaborations, as well as 
research survey programmes 
funded through EU Horizon2020. 

The new research vessel will 
be built at Armon’s shipyard 

facility in Vigo, Spain. The 
Spanish ship building company 
Armon, have a reputation as 
a builder of highly advanced 
vessels, with more than 900 ships 
built and in service throughout 
the world’s oceans. The yard 
recently built the RV Svea, a 70 
metre research vessel delivered 
to the Swedish University of 
Agricultural Sciences.

Mick Gillooly, Director of 
Ocean Science and Information 
services, Marine Institute 
highlighted that the nature of 
marine equipment has changed 
significantly since the launch of 
Ireland’s first research vessel, the 
RV Celtic Voyager back in 1997.  

“This new research vessel will 
be one of the most advanced 
marine research vessels in the 
world. It will provide scientists 
with state-of-the-art facilities and 
technologies to undertake crucial 
research that will deepen our 
understanding of the oceans.

“The new research vessel 
will be 52 metres long and will 
be engineered to endure harsh 
conditions and the punishing 
weather encountered in the 
North-East Atlantic and will be 
able to spend 21 days at sea. In 
addition, this new vessel will be 
a silent research vessel, and will 
be designed to meet the stringent 
criteria of the ICES 209 noise 
standard for fisheries research. 
It will also support the remotely 
operated vehicle (ROV) and 
autonomous underwater vehicle 
operations, which enable the 
exploration of our deep ocean 
down to 3,000 metres.”

Spanish shipyard to build Ireland’s new marine 
research vessel

Marine Institute contract signed 
for the construction of new vessel. 
Photo Jason Clarke 

Arranged for twin rigging and 
equipped with the latest Scanmar 
trawl monitoring technology, in 
terms of gear, the nets onboard 
the new Amethyst — which 
will be used with heavy-duty 
Thyboron type 16 doors — were 
made and supplied by Faithlie 
Trawls of Fraserburgh. Chosen 
and designed with selectivity in 
mind, the gear supplied includes 
2 x Triple Mouth Letterbox nets 
and 2 x Wide Mouth Scraper 
nets. Warps were supplied by 
Buckie’s Karl Thomson, with 
chandlery aboard supplied by 
Scotnet and Caley Stores. 

Winches, net drums and 
landing crane onboard the new 
Amethyst were supplied by EK 
Marine, while the fish handling 
system onboard was fitted by 
Mooney Boats themselves. Fish 
hold refrigeration was supplied 
by Fraserburgh’s Premier 
Refrigeration and includes: 7/8” 
Stainless Steel Pipe Evaporator 
designed to fit hold roof, with 
Marine Condensing Unit, Flake 
Ice Machine and 1 ton per 24 
hours F30M Geneglace Flake 
Ice Machine also with Marine 
Condensing Unit.

KEEN TO GET A START

Ralston was busy organising 
and finalising the last bits and 
pieces on the Amethyst and eager 
to get away to sea in the new boat 
when The Skipper spoke to him. 
Fishing out of Fraserburgh for 
most of the year and targeting 
prawns in the North Sea, once 
they do get away the Amethyst 
will be working seven-day trips 
and five-hour tows “depending 
where you’re at, on the weather 
and what’s catching”. The fresh 
prawns landed by the Amethyst 
will be sold to Macduff Shellfish. 

Optimistic in terms of the future 
of fishing but aware also of the 
vagaries of nature (and politics) 
as any person working with the 

sea is, the skipper-owner said, 
“It depends on a lot of things, 
but I think the fishing looks 
positive. There’s a lot of new 
builds coming, and you have to 
be positive. If I wasn’t, I wouldn’t 
have ordered a new boat.” 

“There are some things you 
can’t control – I mean Mother 
Nature! A few years ago, there 
were no prawns in the North Sea 
but that was just down to Mother 
Nature and you can’t control that, 
but I think the outlook looks ok. 
Positive enough, I think.” Equally 
as difficult to predict perhaps, on 
the Brexit question the skipper 
from Gardenstown exclaimed 
with a laugh, “No idea. You tell 
me! I don’t know.” 

One thing the Amethyst skipper 
does know for sure, however, 
is that he is looking forward to 
getting away to sea in the new 
boat. “Prawn fishing was very 
good last year after we sold the 
boat. For the boats that have 
been out this year there’s a bit 

of whitefish on the go and the 
fishing has been good as well 
so far, but the boats just haven’t 
had a chance with weather. The 
weather’s just been bad. So, 
we’re quite keen to get a start,” 
he said. 

“We’re delighted with the boat. 

The boat’s super. Now we are 
really looking forward to getting a 
start and seeing what she can do.”

The Skipper team would like 
to wish Ralston, his crew, their 
families and Westward Fishing 
Company every success and safe 
fishing with the new Amethyst.

Contact: 074-9741498 / 087-2347601
www.ktnets.ie  danny@ktnets.ie

THE MANAGEMENT & STAFF OF KT NETS WISH 
RALSTON, FAMILY & CREW GOOD LUCK & CONTINUED 

SUCCESS WITH THE NEW AMETHYST.

CONGRATULATIONS TO RALSTON, FAMILY & 
CREW WITH THEIR NEW VESSEL “AMETHYST”. 

T: 01346 517625  M: 07774659681  E: faithlietrawl@tiscali.co.uk

Bruce’s Yard, Commerce Street, Fraserburgh, Scotland

Best Wishes to the Skipper, family & crew on your new 
vessel Amethyst. Safe fishing from Faithlie Trawl

Keen to get away now that they’re home L-R 
Brothers Roy (Amethyst relief skipper) and Ralston 
(Amethyst skipper). Image: Eugene Rutter
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Charisma crew. Image Ivan Reid

The Skipper

I t seems clear to many that 
the Landing Obligation 
(LO) was written very much 

with larger-scale mobile gears 
in mind. Just one illustration 
of this concentration of interest 
is underlined by the massive 
difference between discard related 
studies that have been carried 
out with regards the larger-and 
smaller-scale sectors, respectively 
– 3760 on large scale versus 164 
on small scale. This makes the 
requirements of the LO clearly 
inappropriate and, therefore, not 
fit for purpose with regards the 
small-scale fleet, especially as 
approximately 80% of that fleet 
use passive rather than mobile 
gears. 

The combination of a relatively 
low impact on stocks due to both 
vessel size and the resultant lack 
of fishing power, combined with 
their use of passive gears, many 
of which produce a live catch that 
can be returned unharmed to the 
water, provides a strong argument 
against tarring the small-scale 
fleet with the same brush as the 
larger scale sector. Rather, the 
small-scale sector should, in 
fact, be recognised and rewarded 
for this lower impact and lack 
of discards via the provision of 
additional fishing opportunities 
as laid out under Article 17 of the 
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP).

Fishermen are fishermen! No 
fisherman gets out of bed and 
decides that he doesn’t want to 
catch much fish today. Our raison 
d’être is to catch fish, lots of fish, 
and we have become very good at 
it. And because we have become 
very good at it, we inevitably 
need systems in place to deter 
us from catching too much. At 
the same time, there remains a 
commitment by member states to 
deal with the discard issue. Still 
very much a live element with 
both eNGO’s and the public, it’s 
not going to go away any time 
soon, and so, as an industry, we 
cannot simply ignore it. 

It is clear, to me, that the 
current failures of the LO are 
largely down to two major 
factors:

Firstly, there has been precious 
little genuine monitoring or 
enforcement of the LO since its 
inception (note here, for example, 
the UK’s MMO’s recent comment 
regarding their ‘education’ rather 
than enforcement phase for 
2018/19, and the fact that despite 

the LO being in place for the 
Baltic since 2015, it is common 
knowledge, including within the 
member states concerned, that 
discards continue to run at over 
50% for some species). On this 
basis and with very little real-
time monitoring or enforcement 
of discards it is hardly surprising 
that fishermen continue to dump 
fish. 

Secondly, it is equally clear 
that there has been much 
excellent work done to improve 
the selectivity of mobile gears in 
the last few years and discards, 
in general, have reduced 
significantly for many fisheries. 
The fact remains, however, that 
discarding still continues within 
the mobile sector, though there 
is a legal requirement in place 
that makes discarding illegal 
(whether we like it or not). And 
if discarding is to be reduced to 
the lowest possible level, both 
carrots and sticks are needed to 
encourage and support fishermen 
to change their culture as well 
as their fishing gears. Among 
the number of ‘elephants in the 
room’ referred to by various 
speakers at a recent event at 
the European Parliament on 
the subject, one that was not 
mentioned specifically was the 
fact that mobile gears are not 
inherently selective in the same 
way as passive gears – hence 
the seemingly insurmountable 
challenge of making them 
substantially selective.  

A leading gear technology 
expert stated recently that his 
challenge was not only to develop 
more selective gears, but was 

an equal struggle to persuade 
fishermen to actually use them. 
Perhaps unsurprisingly, some 
of the more selective gears 
inevitably lose some of the target 
species when trying to avoid 
other fish, hence the reluctance 
of some mobile gear operators to 
change their ways. But change 
their ways they must to avoid 
breaking the law and also to avoid 
going bankrupt through being 
stopped from fishing in a choke 
species scenario (bearing in mind 
not only the zero catch quotas for 
2019 for some species in some 
areas, also but the parlous state of 
North Sea Cod that is shaping up 
to be a potentially major choke 
species for many vessels).

SUGGESTIONS FORWARD:
1. At present, cameras (REM) 

are the only reliable way of 
monitoring discards aboard 
fishing vessels. Technology 
will certainly improve with 
time, but currently, cameras 
are the most cost-effective 
and proven option.

2. All mobile gear vessels 
over a certain length 
(12metres?/15metres?), as 
well as the larger passive 
netting vessels, should be 
required to have cameras 
and, perhaps, other REM 
fitted – paid for via EMFF 
and its successors (as well 

as, perhaps, via any financial 
penalties incurred through 
overfishing).

3. As is currently the case, 
uplifts in quota should 
continue to be awarded to 
vessels to compensate to 
some extent for no longer 
being able to discard.

4. ALL fish caught must be 
landed.

5. ALL fish suitable for human 
consumption should be sold 
for human consumption (with 
only those species caught 
specifically for fishmeal 
excluded – though these 
would still obviously count 
against quotas AND require 
cameras on the vessels 
concerned).

6. Fishermen are not penalised 
via their quota holdings 
for over-quota landings. 
It is counter-productive to 
reduce quota following a 
transgression, which, in turn, 
would mean the fisherman 
is further restricted on next 
trip and so on. I note here, 
the current inability of the 
under-ten sector in the UK 
to be able to cross book 
(swap) quotas is a serious 
impediment to quota and 
catch flexibilities. Currently, 
this is only available to 
the over ten PO sector 
(despite having an officially 
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“we urgently need to find a practical alternative 
to avoid either bankrupting fishermen or 

forcing them into illegal activities.”

The Landing Obligation – No Simple Answers

By Jerry Percy, Director, 
New Under Ten Fishermen’s 
Association (NUTFA) 

recognised Coastal PO for 
the under tens), however, in 
the light of the LO, this is an 
absolutely vital component 
within this aspect of the 
initiative. 

7. A sliding scale is introduced 
relating to the penalty for 
landing fish in excess of 
the vessel quota. Firstly, 
the value of the over-quota 
landing is immediately 
subtracted from the overall 
landed value of the trip and 
secondly, a sliding scale of 
penalty directly related to 
the weight (or a percentage 
of the landing) is imposed. 
The initial suggestion is for 
the penalty to equal the value 
of the over-quota element 
of the landing (i.e. landing 
£1000 over quota results 
in £2000 overall penalty), 
but consideration should 
be given to a sliding scale, 
perhaps based on the premise 
that the more you land over 
quota, the higher the penalty. 
Thus, ensuring that a landing 
does continue to provide an 
income irrespective of the 
size of the vessel, but is at 
the same time reduced and 
penalises those who have 
a greater impact through 
catching fish in excess of 
their quota. The bigger the 
over-quota landing, the 
bigger the penalty. 

The basic premise here is that 
the fisherman does not benefit 
financially from landing these 
fish and is increasingly penalised 
for doing so, especially if he 
repeats the offence. We recognise 
that not penalising fishermen in 
quota terms for landing over-
quota fish goes against fisheries 
management logic, but history 
suggests that this form of penalty 
is, in fact, counter-productive 
given that the resultant reductions 
in access to quota generates a 
downward spiral. Less quota 
equals more ‘discards’ and simply 
doesn’t work. 

The suggestions above 
recognise too that there will be an 
element of over-quota landings 
initially, but the penalties, 
especially if they are based 
on a progressive sliding scale, 
will provide more than enough 
encouragement for fishermen to 
avoid ‘discards’ very quickly. 
At the same time, a backstop 
could be introduced based on 
a reduction in a vessel’s quota 
allocation to ensure no overall 
abuse of the system, in the event 
of very significant or continuing 
over-quota landings, perhaps 
aimed at the quota uplift element.

The approach outlined 
above also solves the 
problems highlighted by many 
commentators with respect the 
LO, namely there will be no need 
to separate the catch onboard, 
there will be no additional work 
required by the crew, no danger of 
cross-contamination, and no need 
to carry extra boxes, representing 
an overall improvement in 
safety over the present model. 
At the same time, there will no 
need for additional resources 
on land in terms of systems to 
deal with landings not destined 
for human consumption, and no 
opportunities for illegal activities 
centred around the misuse of this 
element of landings. 

No fisherman likes to consider, 
let alone promote, a form of 
penalty for the process of fishing; 
but our concern is that unless 
the industry comes up with some 
ideas then officialdom surely will. 
Although there will undoubtedly 
need to be alterations to the 
basic initiative set out here—
especially concerning the 
percentage penalties, the potential 
sliding scales mentioned and a 
backstop—we consider that the 
basic premise is sound and that 
the current approach to the LO 
is simply unsustainable. And 
this means that we urgently need 
to find a practical alternative 
to avoid either bankrupting 
fishermen or forcing them into 
illegal activities.

Jerry Percy

Potters in Whitby last autumn Image Mick Bayes Jr

Phased-in since 2015, 
2019 completed 
the first full year of 

Landing Obligation’s (LO) 
implementation. In December, 
the European Parliament’s 
Committee on Fisheries 
held a hearing on the policy, 
looking at challenges and 
best practices to date, during 
which members of the 
Committee heard speakers 
covering different aspects of 
the policy – from science to 
practical challenges, and gear 
innovation. 

Opening the meeting 
Committee Chair, Mr Chris 
Davies acknowledged the 
practical implementation 
difficulties that have 
manifest with the LO, 
while also highlighting 
that in her letter to the new 
Fisheries Commissioner, 
Virginijus Sinkevicius, the 
Commission’s new President-
elect, Ursula von der Leyen 
stated enforcement of the 
policy would be one of his 
tasks. Thus, said Mr Davies, 
we have to find practical ways 
of proceeding. 

Easier said than done if the 
issues raised by both scientists 
and industry are anything to go 
by. Highlighting some of the 
progress made and challenges 
remaining, Dr Clara Ulrich 
(Ifremer) said while there 
were now many options to 
help reduce discards none are 
simple or easy, and none work 
the same everywhere or suits 
all contexts. Thus, she said, 
an element of flexibility was 
required. 

President of the European 
Association of Fish Producers 
Organisation (EAPO), Mr 
Pim Visser, argued the 
policy, as is stands, is neither 
working nor sustainable, and 
highlighted that the danger 
with such an unworkable 
tool is that it could lead to 
a non-manageable situation 
and endanger the level of 
compliance that has been 
reached in European fisheries 
management. 

However, given that it is 
here to stay the question now, 
he said, is what form or shape 
the policy is cast to make 
it workable? Calling for a 
discards ban that was doable, 
compliable and enforceable, 
big problems are coming, said 
Mr Visser.

Mr Sergio López García, 

Manager of the Fish 
Producers Organisation 
07 Lugo Galicia discussed 
some of the practical 
experiences with the policy, 
highlighting that in terms 
of sustainability, the policy 
has already triggered less 
income for fishermen, has 
increased workloads, meaning 
less rest and increased risk 
of accidents and, thus, was 
failing on both economic and 
social pillars of sustainability. 

Discussing the policy in 
the context of the small-
scale fleet, Mr Jerry Percy 
(NUTFA) said confusion 
still exists relating to the 
requirements of the policy, 
while highlighting also the 
UK’s MMO had recently 
informed fishermen that for 
authorities 2018 and 2019 had 
been an “educational phase”. 
2020 was going to be the 
“enforcement phase.” 

Considering the challenges 
already facing the inshore 
fleet in terms of access to 
quota, Mr Percy said a poorly 
designed and implemented 
LO was not going to help. It 
remains unfit for purpose, he 
said, and the greatest danger 
with it is that it criminalises 
fishermen. 

Listing an array of 
challenges remaining, he 
said record keeping was 
also a “nightmare” – the 
catch recording app recently 
rolled out in the UK  for 
under-10s, he said, is already 
causing problems for the 
small-scale fleet, for whom, 
he noted, a few fish can 
make the difference between 
criminality and bankruptcy.

Mr Ben Collier (ANIFPO) 
discussed some of the work 
being done in Northern 
Ireland in terms of selective 
gear innovations and trials 
in collaboration with the 
industry – who are, he said, 
the real experts in fishing gear. 
However, challenges remain 
and more work is needed. 

MEPs in the room seemed 
convinced, delegates from the 
new Commission somewhat 
less so – something, 
perhaps, reflected in the 
Commissioner’s first 
address to the Committee 
on January 21, whereby Mr 
Sinkevičius said “effective 
implementation” of the CFP, 
including the LO, would be a 
priority. 

A doable, compliable, 
enforceable discard ban? 
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Castletownbere RNLI 
lifeboat crew are to be 
honoured by the charity 

for a dramatic rescue of a 
fishing crew that took place 
in challenging conditions and 
resulted in the lives of six 
fishermen being saved.

Coxswain Dean Hegarty 
is to be awarded a Bronze 
Medal for Gallantry by the 
Institution and Lifeboat 
Mechanic Martin O’Donoghue, 
lifeboat volunteers Seamus 
Harrington, John Paul Downey 
and David Fenton, along with 
Deputy Launching Authority 
Michael Martin-Sullivan, will 
all receive a framed Letter of 
Thanks from the Chairman of 
the RNLI.

The rescue of the six 
men who were the crew 
of the 25-metre fishing 
vessel, Clodagh O, took place 
on the evening of 10 October 
2018 at an area known as ‘The 
Pipers’ immediately south-
west of the harbour entrance at 
Castletownbere.

Answering an urgent 
‘Mayday’ from the fishing crew, 
the charity’s lifeboat launched 
in darkness into a force 9 gale, 
driving rain and heavy squalls, 
to rescue the crew who were 
in grave and imminent danger 
due to their vessel having lost 
all power after their propeller 
became fouled on their fishing 
gear.

Arriving on scene, the lifeboat 
crew saw that the fishing vessel 

was located in a precarious 
position and the Coxswain made 
the decision not to take the crew 
off the boat but instead establish 
a towline in breaking four to five 
metre swells.

With the weather 
deteriorating, there was only a 
short window of opportunity to 

save the men before the vessel 
would hit the rocks or cliff face 
and be lost. With the Coxswain 
skilfully manoeuvring 
the lifeboat into position 
and holding it steady in 
mountainous seas, the lifeboat 
crew on deck established a tow 
on first attempt.

The Coxswain had to 
initially steer the lifeboat out 
to sea to gain a safe separation 
between the rocks and cliffs 
before he could then turn the 
lifeboat and start the journey 
back to the harbour. The tow 
was carried out at a speed of 
a half a knot in case it parted, 

The Clodagh O. Image Niall Duffy

Gallantry award for Castletownbere RNLI for 
rescue of six fishermen

Castletownbere RNLI Lifeboat Operations Manager Paul Stevens congratulates 
Coxswain Dean Hegarty on the news of his Bronze Medal for Gallantry by the RNLI
 

only gathering speed as they 
found shelter. Once inside the 
safety of the harbour two local 
tugboats helped to secure the 
boat alongside the pier.

The lifeboat crew were 
informed of the decision at a 
crew meeting in the station on 
the night of Thursday, January 
16 by the RNLI Lifesaving 
Manager Sean Dillon, who 
delivered a letter from RNLI 
Chief Executive Mark Dowie. 
Both Owen Medland, RNLI 
Lifesaving Lead and Brian 
O’Driscoll, Area Lifesaving 
Manager were also in 
attendance.

In informing the station of 
the award Mr. Dowie said, 
“In making the awards, the 
RNLI Trustees recognise the 
complexity of the service, the 
level of risk and the quality 
of decision making by all 
involved in the service.

“These awards mark the 
courage, skill and dedication 
shown by the Coxswain, crew 
and officials involved, and 
are a testament to outstanding 
teamwork and seamanship 
in perilous conditions which 
resulted in the successful 
rescue of six people.”

Castletownbere RNLI 
Lifeboat Operations Manager 
Paul Stevens, who was 
formerly the Coxswain’s 
school principal, commented, 
“We are extremely proud of 
our lifeboat crew for their 
incredibly brave actions that 

night, which resulted in the 
saving of six lives. The RNLI 
does not give out awards for 
gallantry lightly and to receive 
one is a great privilege.

“We are a strong fishing 
community here and we have 
seen too much loss at sea. 
This rescue was relatively fast 
in lifeboat terms but carried 
out in extremely challenging 
conditions and relying on 
absolute precision and split-
second decision making by our 
Coxswain.

“The skill and expertise 
of the lifeboat crew onboard 
meant that every action was 
well-executed and successful 
along with the sound 
judgement of the Launching 
Authority. I look forward 
to a great day out with our 
crew when they receive their 
honours in front of their proud 
families.”

This is the first RNLI Medal 
for Gallantry to be awarded 
in Ireland in ten years. The 
last one was a Bronze Medal 
for Portrush RNLI station 
mechanic Anthony Chambers, 
for his rescue of two boys 
trapped in a cave near 
Castlerock with a rising tide.

The RNLI Bronze Medal for 
Gallantry and the Institution’s 
Framed Letter of Thanks from 
the Chairman will be presented 
at a ceremony to held in the 
near future. Details of the 
arrangements will be released 
nearer the date.

The lifeboat crew from Castletownbere who are to receive RNLI Gallantry Awards for a rescue. L – R: Lifeboat crewmember John Paul Downey, Lifeboat Mechanic Martin 
O’Donoghue, Coxswain Dean Hegarty, Lifeboat crewmember Dave Fenton and Lifeboat crewmember Seamus Harrington

Castletownbere Lifeboat. Image Niall Duffy
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WORLD
in brief

Bluefin sells for €1.6m at New Year 
auction in Japan

Japan’s first tuna auction of the 
new year on January 5 saw a bluefin 
sell for the second highest price in 
history. 

The annual high profile auction 
held at the fish market in Tokyo this 
year saw a 276kg bluefin sell for 193 
million yen (€1.6m) to market regular 
Kiyoshi Kimura, the owner of the 
sushi restaurant chain “Suchizanmai”.

The same buyer paid 336.6million 
yen for a 278kg  bluefin at last year’s 
auction – the most expensive on 
record. 

The bluefin which was caught off 
Oma, which has become famed as 
one of the best tuna fishing regions 
in Japan, was landed by the skipper 
of the Shuneimaru, Masahiko 
Yamamoto, who was back out at sea 
when he heard news of the sale. 

French fishing vessel rescues 19 
migrants

In late December, a French fishing 
vessel in the English Channel rescued 
nineteen migrants including two 
children from a small pleasure craft. 
It is understood the migrants were 
attempting the journey from France to 
the UK. 

Following a mayday call from the 
crowded vessel, the French vessel 
Hennie managed to rescue the 
migrants, several of whom were 
suffering from hypothermia. The 
migrants were subsequently taken 
back to Dunkirk and assessed by 
French border officials before a 
number of them were rushed to 
hospital in Calais. 

Search for 5 missing fishermen in 
Alaska suspended

The search for five missing crew off 
the Scandies Rose that sunk on New 
Year’s Eve off Alaska was suspended 
last month after a 20 hour search. 

Two other crew members from the 
boat were rescued after the 39.6m 
crabber from Dutch Harbor, Alaska 
sank at 10pm on January 31 with 
seven crew on board. The vessel’s 
last known position was 170 miles 
southwest of Kodiak Island.

Following a mayday call from 
the vessel, a rescue operation was 
launched. Battling 60mph headwinds 
and poor visibility, rescue crews 
arrived on the scene at around 2am 
and found one empty liferaft. A second 
liferaft was located around half a mile 
away with the two survivors suffering 
from hypothermia. 

The surviving crewmen told 
rescuers they were the only ones who 
made it into the liferaft. Though they 
were able to get into survival suits, 
they did not know whether the other 
five crew were able to do so, the 
Anchorage Daily News reported. 

The decision to suspend the search 
for the remaining crew of the vessel 
was taken, said the Coast Guard, 
following careful consideration of a 
range of factors and after all leads had 
been exhausted and the chances for 
survival considered. 

How was EU funding put 
to use? According to the 
2018 implementation report 

of the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund (EMFF) published 
in December, data collection 
commands the largest share of 
EMFF funding. 

Based on data provided by the 
Member States in 2019, the report 
summarises EMFF implementation 
across the EU countries according 
to specific topics during the 
period 2014-2018. According 
to the implementation report, 
EMFF implementation advanced 
considerably during 2018. In 
total, €2.4 billion was committed 
corresponding to 41.8% of the total 
EMFF funding available. Payments 
to beneficiaries also increased and 
reached €1.1 billion, or 18.9% 
of the total funding available. 
Implementation per Member 
State varies significantly with 
commitment rates ranging from 9% 
(Slovakia) to 88% (Malta). Progress 
with the EMFF absorption also 
differs notably amongst Member 
States, and in relative terms is led 
by Ireland and Finland – both have 
already paid more than 40% of the 
total EMFF funding available to 
beneficiaries.

Focusing on EU level, in 
terms of activities funded, 
the report shows that most 
funding went to data collection on 
fisheries and aquaculture activities 
(€362.4 million committed) 
which, according to the report, 
helps improve stock assessments 
and understanding of the state of 
these sectors, including socio-
economic conditions. Control 
and enforcement (€293.5 million 

committed) and investments in 
aquaculture (€241.5 million) came 
in second and third positions. 
Alongside this, €225.4 million went 
to support for processing fisheries 
and aquaculture products, while 
€170.9 million has been committed 
to the implementation of local 
development strategies. 

Measures attracting the least 
interest related to increasing 
energy efficiency and the use of 
renewable energy in aquaculture, 
the replacement or modernisation 
of main or ancillary engines and 
aquaculture stock insurance – with 
amounts committed just slightly 
above €1 million or less than 5 % of 
the total planned EMFF allocation 
to these articles. Commitments 
regarding schemes for compensation 
of damage to catches caused by 
mammals and birds also attracted 
little interest. 

In terms of EMFF funding 
contributing to various EU policy 
objectives, two policy objectives 
attracted the majority of the EMFF 
funding – the objective of achieving 
maximum sustainable yield and 
the objective of an economically 
viable and competitive fishing 
and processing industry (EUR 
669 million and EUR 638 million 
respectively). The highest number 
of operations (11, 477) related to the 
CFP objective of adjusting fishing 
capacity ( mostly relating to the 
temporary and permanent cessation 
of fishing activities). 

Regarding issues affecting 
implementation of the programme, 
the report cites a lack of interest 
for certain measures; low demand 
resulting from poor image relating 
to the European Fisheries Fund 

(EFF) experience and weak support; 
and a lack of the necessary private 
co-funding as the most often 
mentioned demand-driven issues 
affecting implementation. Various 
supply-driven issues are also cited, 
including a lack of administrative 
capacity (e.g. complicated process 
of selection, late announcement of 
calls for proposals, long evaluation 
process, unclear evaluation criteria, 
issues with IT platforms) etc. 
Context-driven issues affecting 
implementation include: the late 
adoption of legislation, complex 
designation procedures; complexity 
of administrative procedures at 
national level; negative long-term 
consequences of wider political 
issues (e.g. Brexit); and a small and 
economically weak fisheries sector. 

On the other hand, says the 
report, the rebuilding of fish stocks 
and overall stability of landed 
volumes, an increase in fish prices 
and relatively low fuel prices, 
as well as favourable financing 
conditions offered by the private 
support instrument, were noted as 
more positive factors leading to 
lower demand for EMFF assistance. 

Alongside the EMFF report, 
overview factsheets on the 
implementation of the fund in 
each Member State have also been 
published. According to the fact 
sheet for Ireland, by 2018, around 
€51million from the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund 
(EMFF) had been spent funding 
more than 1,215 projects. Out 
of these, the fact sheet indicates 
200 projects (about €2.5 million) 
“were implemented to protect and 
restore the marine biodiversity, 
including restoration of different 
fish stocks (e.g. crayfish, skate 
and ray, oyster) and mitigation of 
fishery and aquaculture impacts on 
NATURA2000 sites.”

Cited as an example of a 
successfully implemented EMFF 
project, Ireland’s ‘Fishing for 
Litter’ project which, according 
to the fact sheet, has enabled 
around 90 commercial fishing 
boats retrieve more than 190 
tonnes of litter so far from the 
marine environment and return it 
to shore. Total cost of the project 
is €140,000, with €70,000 support 
from the EMFF.

In terms of a closer overview 
of Ireland’s EMFF spending, the 
consultation document on Ireland’s 
Seafood Development Programme 
2021-27 launched by the Minister at 
the beginning of January indicates 
Ireland’s EMFF Operational 
Programme 2014-20, adopted 
by the European Commission on 
3 December 2015, provides for 
investment of approximately €240 
million across the seafood sector 

over the period 2014-20. By the end 
of 2019, approximately 80% of the 
Programme funds were committed 
through grant offers. 

Within that programme, aid 
for capital investment (€63 
million) is the largest area of 
support, providing for investment 
in aquaculture sites, processing 
facilities, onboard fishing vessels, 
and in strategic fishing harbours. 
Following this, is funding 
for investment in control and 
enforcement (€44m), which is 
fixed by the ring-fenced EU 
allocation for this area and 
matching National funding under 
the programme. New IT systems 
for control authorities are the 
largest focus of investment, with 
investment in a maritime patrol 
aircraft also significant. 

At € 40 million, aid for Data 
Collection is similarly fixed. Here, 
salary costs of scientists working 
on data collection are the largest 
area of spend. Funding in this area 
(Data Collection) has, however, 
proven insufficient to cover the 
costs of this activity over the 
programme period, with available 
funds exhausted in 2019.

Over the course of the 
programme it is anticipated 
investment in innovation will 
have commanded €22million of 
the budget – with money spent 
on developing more selective 
fishing gear, developing new 
technology, knowledge and 
husbandry practice in aquaculture, 
particularly in relation to seaweed 
farming, recirculating and multi-
trophic systems, and disease 
management, and the development 
of innovative new processed fish 
products. €17 million will have 
been directed towards investments 
in marketing and promotion 
to support diversification and 
growth of seafood export markets, 
particularly in Asia, and has seen 
a trebling of seafood promotion 
activities by Bord Bia. 

€13 million will have gone 
towards the area of Marine 
Biodiversity, which includes a 
broad range of projects relating 
to protection and restoration of 
habitats and species, while it is 
anticipated that €12 million will 
have been distributed to Fisheries 
Local Action Groups “to pursue 
local development strategies for the 
economic and social development 
of fishing communities.”

For further details on how 
EMFF funding is and has been 
allocated, you can visit: 
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/
emff_en.

To have a say on how funding 
for the next operational budget is 
allocated see page 4 (this issue). 

How was EU funding put to Use?
Data Collection commands largest share of EMFF funding

Capital Investment, 63

Control & Enforcement, 44

Data Collection, 40

Innovation, 22

Marketing & Promotion, 17

Biodiversity, 13

FLAGs, 12

Training/Knowledge, 10

Other, 5

Technical Assistance, 8

MSP, 5

High-level overview of the anticipated distribution of Ireland’s Programme funds 
(€m) over the 2014-2020 Programme.

Lots of boats coming in from 
their last trip before Christmas 
every year probably still have 

plenty of good grub onboard. Out on 
their last trip of the year for 2019, 
fishermen from Clogherhead decided 
they would gather and sort any food 
that was leftover at the end of the trip. 
For their efforts, they had enough 
to donate to three local charities on 
December 23. 

As the fleet steamed down the 
Irish Sea on their last trip of the year, 
the idea came up in a conversation 
between skippers. And as simple 
as that, a text went out to the 
Clogherhead Harbour WhatsApp 
group to say they were thinking about 
collecting the food leftover from the 
trip and donating it, and to ask any 
boats interested in doing so to keep 
any food that wasn’t used. 

And everybody did. All doing 
their bit, the whole Clogherhead fleet 
subscribed. 

As Christmas drew in and boats 
began landing at the end of their trips, 
the food that came in was offloaded 
in fish boxes. Boats landing into 
Howth sent their food home with the 
lorry. 

The food was then sorted, 
and stored in the Clogherhead 
Fishermen’s Co-op until everyone 
had landed. Once everyone had, 
the food was organised into boxes, 
loaded into a van and delivered to 
three local charities in Drogheda. 
And that was it. 

Speaking to one of those skippers 
in that conversation the night they 
were steaming down the Irish Sea to 
The Smalls, he said it had worked out 
well and they’d be hoping that maybe 
next Christmas a few other boats 
around the coast would do it. 

Clogherhead fishermen, he said, 
would certainly be doing the same 
again. And who knows, he said, 
maybe next year everybody will think 
about doing it.

Clogherhead fishermen donate food from 
end of year trip before Christmas

Boats moored alongside 
Clogherhead Pier during Storm 
Brendan in January.
Image by Geoffrey B. Johnson

Food sorted and ready to go

L-R Patrick Smith (skipper Celtic Warrior), Tomás Whelahan (skipper 
Resilient), and Lar Kirwan (Clogherhead Fishermen’s Co-op).

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/mare/document.cfm?doc_id=64052
https://theskipper.ie/public-consultation-on-seafood-development-programme-2021-27-launched/
https://theskipper.ie/public-consultation-on-seafood-development-programme-2021-27-launched/
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/emff_en
https://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/cfp/emff_en
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The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen

Commercial advert.indd   1 17/03/2016   15:37

Manufactured to customer requirements
Liam McDermott, Carndonagh, 
Co Donegal.  Tel: 086 8341662

Crab/ Velvet/ Lobster Pots for Sale

DELIVERING 
TO UK AND 
NORTHERN 

IRELAND

• Hull & Machinery
• Crew Cover
• Passenger Vessels
• Ferries
• Chartered Angling
• Pleasure Craft
• Workboats
• Employers & Public Liability
• Business Packages
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2504826 (Charlie)
Direct: +353 (0)74 91 77500
Fax: +353 (0)74 91 77200 
Email: info@chd.ie Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

MARITIME solicitors
RORY F. CONWAY B.C.L
DERMOT F.CONWAY B.COMM, B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
Office Number: 1890 253051

Fax Number: 021 4905624
emergency Mobile 24/7: 265 087 6793478

www.maritime.conways.ie

DETENTIONS AND ARRESTS

Injuries at sea

MARITIME MORTAGES

COLLISIONS AT SEA

TRANSFERS OF QUOTAS/VESSELS

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
FISHERIES LAW

WE PROVIDE A 365 DAY 24/7 
ALL IRELAND SERVICE

MARITIME SOLICITORS
DERMOT F. CONWAY B.COMM. B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
OFFICE NUMBER: 0214901000

Twitter @ConwaysLaw
EMERGENCY MOBILE 24/7: 0876793478

WWW.MARITIME.CONWAYS.IE

Commercial Craft Services include:
●Fishing Vessel Code of Practice 

Surveys, under 15m
●Vessel design

●Stability Books & Inclining 

Experiments
●Submissions to MSO

M: +353 (0) 86 4059426

E: niall@oharamarine.com

W: www.oharamarine.com

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE 

&

MARINE SURVEYING 

SERVICES

O'HARA MARINE LTD.

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

D&D Insurances Ltd
Block A - Unit 3, Nutgrove Office Park, 

Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.
Main line: 01 20 514 05

Fax: 01 20 513 57
E-mail: barry@ddinsurances.ie 

mark@ddinsurances.ie

• Trawler all risk cover • 
Employers Liability • Public Liability • 

Collision Liability • Pollution, Stranding, 
Salvage Cleanup etc. • Personal 

Accident Cover • Total Loss Packages • 
Other Marine related

“D&D Insurances Ltd is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland”

CLASSIFIEDS

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

PLACE YOU CLASSIFIED 
ADVERT HERE EACH MONTH 

BUSINESS LARGE
65X95mm

¤120 COLOUR
¤95 MONO

BUSINESS SMALL
65X45mm

¤100 COLOUR
¤75 MONO

The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen

Commercial advert.indd   1 17/03/2016   15:37

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

LARGE

SMALL

Ireland’s only Ice 
Machine Manufacturer

Phone/Fax:  (028) 417 63802 
 (code 048 from ROI)

www.seaice.co.uk
Email: john@seaice.co.uk

for details of  a range of  ice machines

Kilkeel, Co. Down.

Contact John White

French 
Shrimp Pots

SORRY,UNLIKE PALE 
IMITATION OUR SHRIMP 
POTS DO NOT CATCH 
VELVET, SQUID OR 
JELLYFISH, BUT THEY 
DO CATCH SHRIMPS!
 
SAME ORIGINAL FRENCH 
DESIGN SINCE 1970
 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR ALL OVER EUROPE
 
ASK FOR THE REAL THING!

For further information contact:
BREIZON LTD, INVERIN, CO. GALWAY

TEL: 00353 (0) 91 572157
Email: info@breizon.com

Out fished all other pot types in recent 
years.  Source BIM Surveys.

Install some 
peace of mind, 

fit a 
Prop Protector 

today!

CLEGGAN MARINE
www.clegganmarine.com

Tel: (095) 44037   Mob: 087 7759405
E-mail: sales@clegganmarine.com

The Pier, Cleggan, Co. Galway, Ireland

CLEGGAN MARINE

Tel: (095) 44037 Mob: 087 7759405
Email: salesclegganmarine@gmail.com

Web: www.clegganmarine.com

The subject of the picture 
must be related to the 
Fishing Industry (your 

vessel, your catch, a stormy day 
at sea…etc). Each month, the 
best photo will be published in 
The Skipper and the winner will 
receive a prize, courtesy of Swan 
Net Gundry Ltd and Guy Cotten.

Images sent in may also 
be used in other areas of the 
magazine if suitable.

COMPETITION
Send in your best fishing related photo and you could win a 
Neptune 50 N Bouyancy Aid by Guy Cotten plus the chance to 
win overnight accommodation at one of the Skipper Expos.

IN ASSOCIATION WITHPHOTO

MONTH
OF THE

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Skipper reserves the 
right to use your images 
for future use and 
possible publication.

PHOTO OF THE MONTH WINNER: 
DAVID MCGLOIN
BIRDS EYE VIEW. RINGNETTING HERRING IN 
INVER BAY DECEMBER 30

SkipperThe

LEADING JOURNAL OF THE IRISH & UK FISHING INDUSTRIES

THE MONTHLY PRIZE

The winner 
will receive 
a Sotra 
Fleece by

SPARES, NEW AND USED 
EQUIPMENT

Over 20 years supplying Ireland's top 
fishermen.

Trawl winches, Pot and Net haulers, 
Trawl blocks etc.

Also specialising in the refurbishment and 
sale of quality fishing vessels

such as: Cygnus, Holton, Kingfisher

Tel/fax: 066 9474175
Mobile 087 2791274 

Lake Road, Waterville, Co. Kerry.

and 
Derek Noble

and Derek Noble
SPARES, NEW AND USED EQUIPMENT
Over 20 years supplying Ireland’s top 

fishermen. Trawl winches, 
Pot and Net haulers, Trawl blocks etc.

Tel/Fax: 086 9474175
Mobile: 087 2791274

Lake Road, Waterville, Co. KerryWWW.THESKIPPER.IE

SAVE THE DATE
MAY 2020

FRIDAY/SATURDAY

15/16
th th

YOUR INDUSTRY 
YOUR SHOW

@ P&G LIVE

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
Simply get your phones and 
cameras out, and send us 
your hi-res photos by email to 
editorial@maramedia.ie and 
don’t forget to mention your 
name and details, as well as a 
brief description of the scene 
depicted. The photos must be 
taken by the person sending it 
to us, and it is understood that 
they are free of copyrights. 
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Days Gone By...
Large prints available of any picture below, €20 including P&P

If you have copies of any images that you would like us to include in our Days Gone By 
page, please email them to editorial@maramedia.ie. If possible include details, names, 
location and date. To order any of the above images please email design@maramedia.ie

44 45FEBRUARY 2020The Skipper Archives

The Archives - FEBRUARY 1980

Scarcity of berths for Sea Witch in Fenit back in the 80s after a gale...or 
is Sea Witch hitching a ride!! Boat owned by Michael O Mahony, Fenit. 

SEND US YOUR OLD IMAGES
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Tel:+353 (0)74 9177500 Fax:+353 (0)74 9177200
Email: info@chd.ie  Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is regulated 
by the Central Bank of Ireland

  1. Electors
  2. Accounts check
  3. Propel
  4. Pass (of years)
  5. Feasible
  6. Estimate (damages)
10. Space agency
11. Invites
12. Fellow
13. Salad fish
14. Hog noise
15. Gained knowledge
16. Guard
17. Insult
18. Maintain (law)
19. World-weary
20. Municipal

  1. Express through speech
  5. Healing gel, aloe ...
  7. Minister (to)
  8. Ancient Nile kings
  9. Hiring cost
12. Shooting stars
15. Lures (5,2)
19. Elevate (4,2)
21. Umpired
22. Bill rejection
23. Spoke to
24. Subtracted

Send entries before 17th FEBRUARY 2020 to: 
Crossword Competition, The Skipper, 
Annagry, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. 
(Photocopies not accepted).

You can now take a picture of your 
completed crossword and email your entry 
along with relevant details to 
brid@maramedia.ie.

FREE BUY & SELL 
LISTINGS

• Vessels • Equipment  
• Wanted • Tonnage  

• Gear • Miscellaneous

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

1ST - Mullion Softshell Jacket
EUGENE RUTTER, FRASERBURGH

2ND - Skipper Beanie
ROSE O’DONNELL, ARRANMORE ISLAND, 

DONEGAL

MULLION SOFTSHELL JACKET
           

1st prize in The Skipper Crossword 
visit: www.mullion.com

as worn by Tony Brown, Mullion Technician

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TEL: (REQUIRED):

EMAIL:

 SMALL      MEDIUM      LARGE      XL       2XL

47

ACROSS

DOWN

JANUARY SOLUTION

Proud sponsors of  The Skipper crossword

IMPORTANT PLEASE INDICATE JACKET SIZE:

JANUARY WINNERS
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Western Viking Crew Shaun 
Boyle, Martin Doherty, Conal 
Hunter and Proinnsias Doherty 
at Blue Whiting West of Ireland

Two of the crew on the MFV Aoibh 
Áine. L-R Colm O’Brien and John Coll. 

Shaun McCleneghan 
with rare albino 
lobster caught on 
the south coast on 
January 8 aboard the 
Northern Celt.  

NOW 
ONLINE

€25 - 12 Issues / 1yr

€3 - single issue

Join today at www.theskipper.ie/subscribe/

HARD 
COPY
1 Yr / 12 Issues

IRL-EUR €45-€55
UK £45

Velee, Sparkling Star and Willing Lad, 
Fraserburgh. Image: Eugene Rutter

Ring netting herring in Inver Bay on a beautiful December 
morning on the Mary Ann SO 321. Image: Eunan Ward

Crew photo Pleiades BF155 L-R Skipper Garry Hepburn, 
deckhand Sean Maitland and deckhand Niall Cameron. 
Image: Sean Maitland

OUT
ABOUT&

GOT A GREAT PHOTO? 

SEND IT TO THE SKIPPER
email it to us at: 

editorial@maramedia.ie

L-R Twin brothers, Gearoid and Cathal 
Mac Donnacha (15) onboard the Boy 
Grant II on the last trip before Christmas. 
Image: Sean Mac Donnacha

Achieve FR100, Fraserburgh 
Image: Eugene Rutter

Our Lass II  DA261 
Image: John Power

Crew on MFV Nicola, in Burtonport 
before Christmas L-R Michael 
Gallagher (66) and John Gallagher (40)
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Ag Méadú Eolas Muirí
Ag Soláthair Seirbhísí Mara

Building Ocean Knowledge
Delivering Ocean Services

 
 

marine.ie

BE SAFE AT SEA - WEAR YOUR PFD

WWW.MARAMEDIA.IE

SAVE THE DATE
MARCH 2020

FRIDAY/SATURDAY

13-14
th th

YOUR INDUSTRY 
YOUR SHOW

@ UNIVERSITY OF LIMERICK

9 772009 348025

0 2

ISSN 2009−3489

Ireland’s only fishing 
charity, LAST (Lost At 
Sea Tragedies) are holding 

a major fundraising event to 
coincide with the Irish Skipper 
Show being held in Limerick 
on 13th & 14th March 2020, 
and are appealing to all 
boat owners and companies 
involved in the fishing industry 
to buy a table and support this 
worthy cause. 

Tragedy and inconsolable 
death are an all too regular 
occurrence for our fishing 
communities. Whilst the 
fishermen who brave our 
Atlantic seas bear the risks, it is 
often the bereaved neighbours, 
friends and, of course, the 
families who are left to mourn 
the price that the sea demands 
from its harvesters. LAST has 
arisen from such a tragedy. 

Founded by Noel McDonagh 
of Dunmore East after the 
tragic loss of the Bolger 
brothers, when he saw there 
was no financial help or support 
for families at such a difficult 
time, LAST aims to provide 
practical support in such 
instances. Sadly, too many Irish 
fishing families have had to 
face such a scenario – there is 

hardly a fishing family around 
our coasts who have not lost 
a family member, relative, 
neighbour or friend, or have 
not experienced the pain of 
such a loss. 

As Ireland’s only dedicated 
fishing charity, we depend 
on contributions from the 
industry. Over the past two 
years, we have helped over 
nine families – a shocking 
statistic, 9 tragedies over two 
years is far too many. Though 
most only get a few lines on 
the news or in the paper, the 
pain those families go through 
is enormous. And so we are 
asking for your support. 

The Charity Gala Evening, 
which this year replaces the 
traditional (and much loved) 
Skipper Expo seafood buffet, 
will be held in the Castletroy 
Park Hotel on 13th March, with 
100 per cent of the proceeds 
going to support the families of 
Irish fishermen. 

Attendees will begin 
the evening with a Drinks 
Reception, sponsored by The 
Skipper, followed by a four-
course Celebration of Irish 
Seafood Dinner, sponsored by 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM), 

with complimentary wine and 
the award-winning Limerick 
band, Escapade & DJ providing 
Music & Dancing till the early 
hours.

MC on the night will be 
provided by well-known 
journalist and broadcaster, 
Damien Tiernan, author of Souls 
of the Sea, the story of the 2007 
Pere Charles and Honey Dew II 
fishing tragedies, which together 
saw seven fishermen lose their 
lives. 

Several of Ireland’s top 
seafood suppliers have already 
committed to donating the best 
of fish and shellfish from our 
waters to “The Fishermen’s 
Fling” making it a culinary 

experience not to miss. 
This will be a night of good 

food, music, and dancing, and 
more than that a get together 
for the industry to remember 
those lives that have been lost 
to the sea, not in sadness but 
in remembrance. We hope to 
make it a great night, but your 
presence and support is needed. 

Tickets for the event are 
€80pp (a table costs €800) and 
are available at www.bit.ly/
LASTBALL 

For further details please 
contact Caitlin 0852469164, 
Trudy 0871225636, Niall 
0868937917, or Catherina 
in the LAST office on 083 
4244495. www.last.ie

LAST Dinner Dance at Irish Skipper Expo

THE FISHERMEN’STHE FISHERMEN’S  

FLING!FLING!
A CHARITY GALA EVENING

IN AID OF LAST 
(LOST AT SEA TRAGEDIES)

DRINKS RECEPTION SPONSORED BY THE SKIPPER 
& 4 COURSE CELEBRATION OF IRISH SEAFOOD 

DINNER SPONSORED BY BIM

CASTLETROY PARK HOTEL
FRI 13TH MARCH 2020 @7.00PM 

TICKETS: €80 PP
Available at www.eventbrite.ie

LIVE BAND & DJ / DANCING TILL LATE
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