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Industry predicts stormy days ahead for Irish and UK fisheries. 
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With the Brexit 
clock once again 
ticking down fast 

amidst political turmoil in 
Britain and the prospect of 
a no-deal still looking like 
a real possibility, the Chief 
Executive of the Killybegs 
Fishermen’s Organisation, 
Seán O’Donoghue, has issued 
a stark warning that failure to 
achieve an orderly Brexit will 
precipitate “chaos and conflict 
at sea” with port blockades 
across Europe being a very 
real prospect.  

Mr O’Donoghue has also 
said that in the event that 
Irish and other EU fleets are 
denied access to UK waters 
after midnight on October 
31st, there will be flash points 
all across Europe in the Irish 
Sea, North West of Donegal, 
off the South East coast of 
Ireland, the English Channel 
and in the North Sea in scenes 
potentially reminiscent of the 
cod wars of the 1940s, ‘50s 
and ‘70s.

Brexit will have many 
implications for fishing—
some immediate, some 
cascading, many uncertain—

KFO 
WARNS OF 
NO-DEAL 
CHAOS

“A ‘no-deal’ Brexit will bring 
flash points and conflict at sea”

one of the most immediate 
being that on November 1st 
fishermen from Ireland and 
the rest of Europe could find 
themselves in a situation 
whereby they are locked out 
of UK waters. 

Regarding the kind of 
reaction such a scenario 
would likely elicit from fleets 
that found themselves in such 
a situation, in a statement 
released last month, Mr 
O’Donoghue said:

“Some years ago, trucks 
were indiscriminately burnt 
out in France during an 
agricultural dispute which 
had nothing to do with us. 
Mark my words, French 
fishermen won’t stand on 
ceremony and port blockades 
which would deny access 
to all fish, fishery products 
as well as other products 
irrespective of origin and the 
resultant disorder, chaos and 
most likely violence, will not 
be pretty. We got a taste of 
what can happen at sea last 
year with a scallop dispute 
between UK and France in the 
Channel.”

“This really cannot be what 

people want,” he said. 
Referencing the vast length 

of the EEZ border that would 
have to be policed if fleets 
were denied access and 
the post Brexit challenges 
this would pose for control 
authorities, Mr O’Donoghue 
said:

“The situation would be 
uncontrollable with almost 
3,000 kilometres of a ‘water 
border’ to be policed and 
the potentially devastating 
consequences for fleets which 
would have to be tied up. The 
reaction of the French will 
be the acid test, they won’t 
respond favourably to being 
denied access to UK waters 
but neither will the Irish and 
the other EU fleets which have 
traditionally fished in UK 
waters.”

With the Irish fleet 
dependent on UK waters—
which comprise 33% of North 
East Atlantic waters—for 
60% of our mackerel and 
40% of our prawn catches, 
such a situation would be 
devastating for coastal 
communities – especially in 
places like Killybegs, Ros 

a’Mhíl and Castletownbere 
where the seafood sector 
accounts for 82%, 92% and 
86% of economic activity 
respectively. 

“Ultimately, it would be the 
death knell for many coastal 
fishing communities with the 
demise of the Irish seafood 
sector to the tune of between 
30% and 50% and projected 
job losses of between 30% and 
40% in the fishing industry 
here,” said Mr O’Donoghue.

Mr O’Donoghue stressed 
also, however,  that it was not 
too late to avoid a ‘no-deal’ 
Brexit and, in line with the 
stance that has been taken by 
fishing representatives with 
respect Brexit negotiations 
with the UK since day one, 
emphasised the importance of 
maintaining the link between 
fisheries negotiations and the 
Future Trade Agreement as 
well as sound science-based 
fisheries management. 

Though avoiding a no-
deal scenario on the 1st of 
November remains one of 
the key priorities for the Irish 
fishing industry, if the UK 
does end up leaving without 
a deal he said, “we must 
avoid this mayhem at sea and 
ashore.”

Highlighting the 
contingency measures that 
have been put in place by the 

Commission to address some 
of the worst impacts of such 
a scenario, he said, “The EU 
offer to apply the status quo 
in the short-term provided it 
was reciprocated by the UK, 
would go a long way avoiding 
this immediate chaos.” 

Stressing the uniquely 
exposed position of the Irish 
fishing industry to the fallout 
of a no-deal, Mr O’Donoghue 
said, “Last year, our seafood 
industry was valued at €1.25 
billion employing more 
than 14,300 people with 
this economic footprint 
predominantly in rural, coastal 
locations.”

“The Brexit process has 
been a harrowing and grim 
journey for fishermen. Like a 
teacher without a classroom 
or a taxi-driver without a 
vehicle, our fishermen are 
staring into the abyss of being 
unable to access the waters 
which provide on average 
more than 30% of their 
catch. This average masks 
the reliance we have on UK 
waters for mackerel (60%) 
and nephrops (40%) which are 
two main money “spenders” 
for the industry. It’s very hard 
to get one’s head around the 
fact that waters to which we 
have enjoyed access, could 
soon be out of bounds with no 
physical wall nor barrier in 
place.”

Concerning the work that 
has been done to this end 
he said, “In the midst of all 
the chaos and uncertainty, 
we have been working 
diligently to keep fisheries 
high on the agenda of the 
negotiators which has been 
a seismic job of work. I 
must acknowledge the key 
role played by the Irish 
Government, particularly 
the Taoiseach Leo Varadkar, 
Tánaiste Simon Coveney 
and Minister Michael Creed 
in tandem with EU Chief 
Negotiator, Michel Barnier 
and their respective officials 
in listening and acting on 
the concerns of the fishing 
industry.”

“Whereas fish are mobile 
and know no borders nor bear 
any nationality, our trawlers 
don’t have this luxury and 
must obey boundaries and 
exclusion zones. We must 
move might and mane to 
avoid a ‘no-deal’ Brexit and 
the ramifications which this 
would have for our sector,” 
concluded Mr O’Donoghue. 

Scottish Pelagic boats Quantas 
Pathway and Lunar Bow landing in 
Killybegs. Photo Stuart Buchan.
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Eoin Bates’ Branwen, one of the boats which has done most of the work opening up the area in question
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On the recommendation 
of fishermen, the 
Celtic Sea herring 

fishery was closed last month. 
The decision was taken due 
to juvenile fishing being 
landed into Ringaskiddy and 
Castletownbere, Co Cork, and 
Dingle, Co Kerry after the 
fishery opened.

The closure currently affects 
several vessels from ports 
such as Killybegs, Rossaveal, 
Dingle and Castletownbere. 
It could also, potentially, 
impact the Dunmore East 

Herring fishery closed at the behest of fishermen
sentinel fishery this coming from 
November onwards. 

In a comment to The Skipper, 
the Department of the Marine 
said: “The Total Allowable 
Catch (TAC) for Celtic Sea 
Herring for 2019 is 4,742 tonnes 
and Ireland has an 86% share of 
the TAC with a quota of 4,097 
tonnes. This TAC was set in line 
with scientific advice. 

“A Celtic Sea Herring 
Management Advisory 
Committee (CSHMAC) has been 
in place since 2005 to advise 
the Minister on the management 

arrangements for the stock, 
within the parameters set down 
by the policy. 

“An opening date of 15th 
September for this fishery was 
approved by the Minister on 
1st August last, in line with 
the recommendations of the 
CSHMAC.

“However, landings of the 
stock this week have indicated 
that there is a high level of small 
(juvenile) fish in the catch. 
Following consultation with 
the CSHMAC, the Minister has 
decided to close this fishery, in 

line with the Committee’s 
recommendation, with effect 
from 18.00 hours on 19th 
September.”

The CSHMAC has since 
put forth a recommendation 
to the Minister that the 
situation be monitored via 
exploratory catches by a 
small number of vessels so 
as to decide whether the 
fishery should be reopened. 
At the time of going to print, 
however, no decision has 
been made by the Minister on 
the matter.  

Razor fishermen on the 
south-east coast say 
they have been left 

in the dark regarding a court 
decision to grant an injunction 
closing the Waterford Estuary 
razor fishery on the back of 
an environmental NGO’s High 
Court challenge to the opening 
of the fishery.  

 Last month, the 
environmental NGO, 
Coastwatch CLG, applied for 
and secured permission to 
bring a High Court challenge 
over a decision to open a razor 
fishery in Waterford Estuary.

According to reports in the 
media, the NGO has argued 
that, by disturbing the seafloor, 
the fishery ‘could’ have effects 
on the protected habitats and 
species in a Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC).

The case, which was 
before Mr Justice Richard 
Humphreys, has been taken by 
the NGO against the SFPA and 
the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine and the 
Attorney General.

 According to the NGO 
the decision to allow a razor 
fishery in the estuary should 
not have been granted until 
an appropriate assessment or 
screening of the estuary had 
been conducted in accordance 
with the EU Habitats Directive.

 Among the orders being 

Razor Fishermen left in the dark regarding NGO’s 
challenge to razor fishery in Waterford Estuary

sought is the quashing of the 
decision to open the area. Also 
sought, are declarations on the 
decision to open the fishery, 
according to the NGO, without 
the appropriate assessments 
or consultations, which they 
argue is in contravention 
with the European Habitats 
Directive.

On granting permission to 
bring the challenge Justice 
Humphreys granted an 
injunction, to be put in place 
pending the outcome of the 
action, stopping razor fishing 
in the area in the interim.

Regarding the case and the 
decision, the small number of 
razor fishermen working in 

the general area of Waterford 
Estuary say they have largely 
been left in the dark regarding 
developments and are deeply 
concerned with the turn of 
events. 

Duncannon razor fisherman, 
Eoin Bates, told The Skipper 
fishermen working the area 
“had heard very little”. 

Though they had contacted the 
Department on the issue, they 
were simply informed that, on 
account of the court order, they 
can’t fish it. 

But that provides little 
clarity, says Eoin, as to why 
the case was brought in the 
first place.

 Eoin, who is a member 
of the South East Razor 
Association, said that the first 
they had heard of any issues 
at all regarding the fishery 
was when they heard it was in 
court. 

“And we still haven’t been 
told why. We haven’t been 
given the proper information 
about why we’ve been 
stopped,” said Eoin.

 According to Eoin, the razor 
fishermen in the area were 
especially surprised given the 
amount of work they had put 
into making sure the fishery 
was opened in accordance 
with all requirements and the 
fact they had also brought 
a management plan for the 
fishery to the South East 
Regional Inshore Fisheries 

Forum.
“It was a fishery that took 

four years to open,” said Eoin, 
explaining the difficulties 
in getting a shellfish fishery 
opened in Ireland at all and 
the survey and sampling 
requirements that demand 
significant resources from 
fishermen themselves.

 As far as Eoin could say 
they had followed the proper 
procedures required. 

Eoin highlighted that they 
had worked hard alongside the 
Department, SFPA and Marine 
Institute, to develop a protocol 
for the opening of a new 
fishery for bivalve molluscs, 
which outlines the minimum 
amount of information that 
should be developed and 
evaluated when proposing a 
new bivalve fishery. 

“We’ve done everything,” he 
said. “This ground was like a 
test case.”

“When we went to open it 
nobody could agree,” he said.

“Finally, however, we got 
everybody to agree—the 
Marine Institute, the SFPA, the 

Department—on a document 
setting out a set of procedures 
that we had to go through to 
open the fishery. And we had 
to go through every one of 
those. And it was probably one 
of the first grounds that was 
going to open under these new 
procedures.”

“And we did all that. The 
Marine Institute did all the 
survey work.” 

Eoin also highlighted that 
everything the razor men had 
done so far they had done 
via the channels they are 
supposed to. “The South East 
RIFF is there and we’ve done 
everything trying to work the 
systems they are asking us to 
work,” he said. 

“It’s only a small group of 
razor fishermen here. We’re 
very big on local management. 
We closed Rosslare for a year 
and a half because we saw 
stocks were getting a bit low. 
And we did that off our own 
back,” he said. 

“We’ve worked hard, in 
relation to the river here, to put 
small quotas in place.” 

Regarding the Waterford 
Estuary fishery specifically, an 
estuary that has is frequently 
dredged, he said, “We did our 
survey, we got our figures 
together, and we went to 
everybody.”

“And it’s closed now two 
weeks, it’s been in court a 
number of times and the people 
who fished it? None of us have 
a clue. We don’t know why 
we’ve been stopped.”

“They’re taking up 1000s 
of tonnes and nobody bats an 
eyelid. And all we know is we 
can’t fish it on account of a 
High Court injunction.” 

“It’s a very small fishery,” 
he said, highlighting that at the 
time it was stopped there were 
only two boats fishing it. 

“I don’t know why this one 
has become such a problem.” 

Both the Department and the 
SFPA declined to comment on 
the razor fishery in Waterford 
Estuary or with respect the 
ruling made by Mr Justice 
Humphreys regarding that 
fishery, due to the ongoing 
court proceedings.
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Navigation Control (Fishing)
– 14-25 October, NFC Castletownbere

Enhanced Safety Training (Under 15m)
– 29 October, NFC Castletownbere
– 02 October, NFC Greencastle
– 30 October, Achill, Co. Mayo,  

contact 087 6837134
– 06 November, Cromane, Co. Kerry,  

contact 087 6837134
– 13 November, NFC Greencastle
– 05 December, NFC Greencastle
–10 December, NFC Castletownbere

Safety Training (3-day)
– 02-04 October, Howth, Co. Dublin,  

contact 087 2334620
– 08-10 October, Achill, Co. Mayo,  

contact 087 6837134
– 14-16 October, NFC Greencastle
– 15-17 October, NFC Castletownbere
– 22-24 October, Union Hall, Co. Cork,  

contact 087 2334620
– 29-31 October, Union Hall, Co. Cork,  

contact 087 2334620

– 04-06 November, NFC Greencastle
– 12-14 November, Cromane, Co. Kerry,  

contact 087 6837134
– 19-21 November, NFC Castletownbere
– 02-04 December, NFC Greencastle
– 03-05 December, NFC Castletownbere

Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting (3-day)
– 11-13 December, NFC Greencastle
– 16-18 December, NFC Castletownbere

Advanced Fire Fighting (5-day)
– 07-11 October, NFC Castletownbere
– 25-29 November, NFC Greencastle

Medical First Aid Aboard Ship
– 11-13 December, NFC Castletownbere
– 16-18 December, NFC Greencastle

GMDSS GOC Radio Proficiency
– 29 October-08 November,  

NFC Castletownbere

GMDSS Restricted Operators Certificate
– 23-26 September, Rossaveal, Co. Galway,  

contact 087 6837134

NFC Greencastle +353 74 938 1068/1099 
NFC Castletownbere +353 27 71230
To confirm the mobile training schedule on the west 
coast please contact 087 6837134 and on the east 
coast call 087 2334620.
Funding for the course fee and subsistence costs may  
be available through BIM’s Seafood Training Scheme.

GMDSS Short Range Radio Proficiency (Modules 1 & 2)
– 01-03 October, NFC Greencastle
– 14-17 October, Union Hall, Co. Cork,  

contact 087 2334620
– 21-23 October, Achill, Co. Mayo,  

contact 087 6837134

Surface Supplied Diver (3 weeks)
– 04-29 November, NFC Castletownbere

Two Day Seafood HACCP Workshop
– 09-10 October, Athlone, contact (01) 2144 185
– 23-24 October, Cork, contact (01) 2144 185

Passenger Boat Proficiency
– 19-22 November, Cromane, Co. Kerry,  

contact 087 6837134
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Ireland’s EU Structural and
Investment Funds Programmes
2014 - 2020

Co-funded by the Irish Government
and the European Union
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The Mackerel Industry 
Northern Sustainability 
Alliance (MINSA) have 

released a fact sheet on the 
current situation regarding the 
suspension of the Northeast 
Atlantic mackerel fishery’s 
Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC) certificate, stating that 
flaws in the MSC standard have 
led to the continued suspension 
of the fishery’s certification.

The statement comes following 
the latest harmonisation meetings 
that have seen the suspension 
of the fishery’s MSC status 
upheld, despite scientists revising 
their estimates of the stock 
upwards earlier this year and, 
subsequently, offering new catch 
advice at more than double that 
advised last autumn. 

“The headline fact, is that the 
mackerel stock is in a healthy 
state, as documented in the May 
ICES (International Council 
for the Exploration of the Sea) 
advice. MINSA is very confident 
that this will be further confirmed 
when the ICES 2020 mackerel 
advice is released on the 1st 
October,” says the Alliance, 

which comprises members from 
Ireland, Scotland, Norway, the 
Netherlands, Germany, France, 
England, Poland, Lithuania, 
Denmark and Sweden.

On the back of what has 
transpired to be ‘flawed’ advice 
provided by ICES last September 
and the lack of an agreed long-
term management plan, the MSC 
announced in January it would 
suspend certification of the 
fishery with effect from March.

Concerning the fishery’s MSC 
suspension being upheld since 
then despite the revised advice 
from ICES, MINSA says, “there 
are a number of flaws in the 
MSC standard which has led 
to this outcome that could have 
been avoided.”

“In our view the expedited 
audit of January 2019 should 
never have taken place given 
there was new information about 
the stock status due in April. It’s 
clear the lack of flexibility to 
hold back triggering expedited 
audits is completely unworkable 
for pelagic fisheries. If the 
revised May 2019 advice had 
been available in October 2018 

an expedited audit would not 
have been triggered. 

“It’s also clear that the 
harmonisation process is deeply 
flawed. In this case, one assessor 
has a complete veto in terms 
of the decision by the MINSA 
CAB to lift the suspension, the 
MINSA fishery is by far the 
largest with over 60% of the 
catches. This is not a fair way to 
proceed and should be re-visited 
by the MSC. In the event of non-
agreement, it would be far better 
to resolve the situation using an 
independent judicator to make a 
judgement.”

Regarding the ongoing quota 
disputes which the MSC say are 
hampering reinstatement, they 
state, MINSA are committed 
to sustainable harvesting of the 
mackerel stock and took a 23% 
cut in their quota in 2013 “to 
accommodate the Faroe Islands 
into the mackerel agreement and 
to reserve a joint quota share for 
Iceland, Russia and Greenland 
who are not part of the mackerel 
agreement. Since the 2014 
three-party agreement, MINSA 
Coastal States (EU and Norway) 

have retained their reduced 
quota share”.

They also state, “MINSA 
clients are actively engaged 
with EU Member States, the 
European Commission and 
the Norwegian government 
to highlight the importance 
of securing an international 
fishery agreement. But this 
takes willing from all sides 
and to date there has been 
little practical sign of this from 
Iceland, Greenland and Russia 
during negotiations.”

However, despite their efforts, 
they say, “the MSC standard 
is constantly changing and 
this evolution is marginalising 
MINSA’s ability to retain the 
fishery in the programme”. 

“At one point the programme 
could endorse the actions of 
those undertaking best practice, 
this is now not possible through 
processes such as expedited 
audits and harmonisation. The 
lines are so blurred now that the 
market can’t distinguish between 
clients undertaking sustainable 
practices and those who are 
not,” they said. 

Flaws in MSC standard to blame for continued mackerel 
suspension, according to MINSA

NEWS
in brief

PENALTY POINTS TO 
RESURFACE THIS AUTUMN

In a written response to a 
parliamentary question posed by 
Deputy Pat the Cope Gallagher 
asking the Minister for the Marine 
for a statement on his plans for 
introducing a penalty points system 
for fishing infringements, Minister 
Michael Creed, on September 24th 
said: 

“I signed into force the European 
Union (Common Fisheries Policy) 
(Point System) Regulations 2018, S.I. 
No. 89 of 2018 on March 20th 2018 
which fully met the requirement of 
the relevant EU regulation insofar as 
the licence holders were concerned. 
However, the S.I. was annulled by 
Dail Eireann on 29 May 2018. Given 
this annulment of the Statutory 
Instrument that I am satisfied fully 
met the EU rules, I met Oireachtas 
representatives during July 2019 
to discuss a way forward. Having 
regard to these discussions, I am at 
present considering, with my legal 
advisors, the next steps.

“In relation to the masters point’s 
draft heads have been prepared 
and sent to the Attorney General for 
advice. This draft Bill has been listed 
for inclusion on the Governments 
Autumn 2019 Legislative 
Programme.”

ROCKALL

Asked about Rockall by Mayo 
TD, Dara Calleary in the Dáil last 
month, An Taoiseach, Leo Varadkar 
said that both the Irish and Scottish 
Governments “are very keen to de-
escalate the issue.” In line with his 
earlier statements on the matter, he 
reiterated that neither Scotland nor 
Ireland have an interest in coming 
into conflict over fishing rights around 
Rockall. “Particularly,” he said, 
“given that Ireland and Scotland are 
currently aligned on some bigger-
picture questions.” 

He said also, however, that in 
the event of a no-deal there would 
be “difficulties around fisheries as 
EU vessels, including Irish vessels, 
will lose access to UK waters and 
UK vessels will lose access to 
our waters, which could be very 
disruptive.” The Commission, he 
said, has proposed that the status 
quo should continue until the end 
of the year at least, even in the 
event of no deal. However, the UK 
Government has not yet reciprocated 
in that regard.

POST BREXIT FISHING 
AUTHORISATIONS 

In light of the ongoing uncertainty 
regarding the UK’s withdrawal and in 
preparation for a no-deal scenario, 
the Commission has proposed 
technical adjustments to the duration 
of the EU’s ‘no-deal’ contingency 
measures in several areas including 
fisheries. 

It has proposed to extend 
the existing 2019 contingency 
arrangements in place for the 
granting of post Brexit fishing 
authorisations with a similar measure 
for 2020, which would provide a 
framework for EU and UK fishermen 
to maintain access to each other’s 
waters for 2020. These measures, 
it says, are necessary given the 
decision to extend the Article 50 
period to 31 October 2019.

Challenging the 
Government’s 
current state of 

Brexit readiness for the 
Marine Sector, Pat the Cope 
has called on the Minister 
for the Marine to set up a 
Brexit forum for marine 
stakeholders to prepare for 
all Brexit scenarios. 

“It is self-evident to 
everyone that the Marine 
Sector are not being given 
parity of recognition when 
it comes to contingency 
planning and preparedness 
for the United Kingdom 
leaving the EU. The Marine 
Sector is the poor relation 
when it comes to this 
Government preparing plans 
and contingency strategies 
for the Marine in a Post 
Brexit context, as opposed 
to other sectors which have 
considerably better planning 
in place,” said Deputy Pat the 

Entire sector must be brought together 
before Brexit deadlines, says Pat the Cope

Cope Gallagher, Leas Cheann 
Comhairle. 

Highlighting that the 
marine sector potentially 
has the most to lose in the 
event of a no-deal and the 
uncertainty the sector faces in 
the months ahead on account 
of, as he sees it, the lack of 
contingency plans in place to 
deal with the possible chaos of 
a disorderly Brexit, the Fianna 
Fáil spokesperson on fisheries 
has stated that all stakeholders 
now need to be brought to the 
table to prepare for all post 
Brexit scenarios. 

“The Irish fish fleet depends 
greatly on access to UK and 
Scottish waters in catching 
their respective stocks. It 
is in that context that I am 
calling on the Minister for the 
Marine and the Government 
to immediately summon a 
meeting of the entire Marine 
sector to deal specifically with 
Brexit consequences for the 
entire industry.

“I request that the meeting 
focus on the potential chaos 
for the sector, the mayhem 
which will result in terms of 
access to UK and Scottish 
waters, potential for conflict 
at sea over fishing rights, 
even the threatened blockages 
of ports notwithstanding 
the massive destruction that 
will befall the Irish Fisheries 
Sector in a crash out Brexit 
scenario. 

“Presently, with the 
continued uncertainty the 
routine fishing patterns have 
already been disrupted due to 
fear of not knowing what is to 
happen in the near future.

“Our preparations thus 
far for the Marine sector 
have been haphazard, 
lethargic, lacking in 
direction and cohesion. 
Unless we specifically 
focus and bring the 
entire seafood sector 
together,  we could well 
face dire consequences, 
and through poor or indeed 
no planning the fisheries 
sector could suffer a 
massive hit.”

Stating that the coming 
months will be the greatest 
challenge to ever face the 
sector and calling for broad 
engagement with the entire 
sector, he said: 

“We are at a critical period 
in fisheries, just last week 
in the House of Commons 
the Prime Minister Johnson 
when asked about EU access 
to UK fishing grounds, he 
clearly stated that it would 
end on the 1st of January 
2020. He further stated, that 
the UK would not be subject 
to quota talks in the autumn 
period culminating in the 
December Council meeting 
of the EU Coastal States.

“It is beyond the point 
whereby, the Minister 
for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine take 
the initiative and bring 
together all stakeholders 
in the Irish Seafood sector, 
all spokespersons from 
the Political Parties in an 
open forum to set in place 
a comprehensive strategy 
and plan for the Irish 
Marine sector specifically 
dealing with any potential 
post Brexit scenario.” 

“I am calling on the 
Minister to act immediately 
and bring all seafood 
and Marine stakeholders 
together, and to set in 
place a forum specifically 
focused on Brexit alone, 
to work in conjunction 
with the Department 
until such time as this 
present uncertainty is 
comprehensively dealt 
with at EU level, at 
National level  and post 
UK leaving the EU level. 
The months ahead will be 
without doubt the greatest 
challenges to face the 
Irish Marine sector in our 
lifetimes,” he concluded.

Pat the Cope
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COMMERCIAL FISHING EXPO
15-16 MAY 2020
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ThePRESENTS

Join us at our special Information Breakfasts for 
fi shermen, processors and shellfi sh producers. 
Get the latest news and help on matters from 
quota management to food safety and trade.

Learn more about the changes taking place 
and have your queries answered by experts 
from the relevant organisations. Plus talks on 
risk analysis assessment and the implications 
on fi shery regulatory compliance from Brexit.

www.sfpa.ie

BREAKFAST
INFORMATION
EVENTS 2019

DATES FOR BREAKFAST EVENTS 2019:

PARTICIPATING ORGANISATIONS

SAFE SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD

Kerry
Brehon Hotel, Killarney, Co. Kerry
23rd October

Cork City
Cork International Hotel, Co. Cork
27th November

For information or to reserve a place email: events@sfpa.ie

With a new name and an 
exciting new venue, 
Scottish Skipper Expo 

2020 will be held on 15 and 16 May 
at the new state-of-the-art P & J Live 
exhibition arena in Aberdeen.

The success of the Aberdeen 
show in recent years, with it now 
firmly established as one of Europe’s 

New name, new venue!
Dates announced for Scottish Skipper Expo 2020

most important fisheries expos, has 
led to the name change to properly 
reflect its national and international 
reputation within the fishing industry 
for being a great place to do business.

Hugh Bonner, managing director 
of Mara Media, and Sharon Boyle, 
commercial fishing manager, recently 
visited Aberdeen to tour the new P& 

J Live venue and were impressed 
with the facilities on offer. They also 
met with key industry players during 
their trip.

Sharon Boyle says: “We are 
delighted that the new-look Scottish 
Skipper Expo 2020 will be launched 
at the fabulous new P & J Live 
exhibition arena, which offers 

more space, better facilities and an 
enhanced overall visitor experience 
compared to the previous venue.

“Our most recent Aberdeen 
exhibition earlier this year was hailed 
by exhibitors and visitors alike as the 
best ever, with a sell-out attendance 
of 230 exhibitors from 22 different 
countries.”

“We’ve already had a huge 
amount of interest from companies 
looking to exhibit at Scottish Skipper 
Expo 2020. Aberdeen is the perfect 
venue for an exhibition of this sort – 
right in the Scottish fishing heartland 
of the north-east, combined with 
fantastic transport links and a superb 
choice of hotel accommodation.

“We are really looking forward to 
welcoming exhibitors and visitors to 
Scottish Skipper Expo 2020, which 
promises to be a fantastic event.”

Scottish Skipper Expo 2020 will 
be held at the P & J Live arena on 
15 and 16 May 2020, opening times 
10am to 6pm on Friday 15 May and 
10am to 4pm on Saturday 16 May.

More information at            
www.theskipper.ie or contact 
Sharon Boyle on 00353 
868401250.

As outlined in the Irish 
Government’s Draft 
Adaptation Plan, increases 

in extreme weather events and 
changes in the distribution of fish 
stocks are among the key climate 
change challenges facing the Irish 
seafood sector. Climate change is 
also driving green technologies 
and a renewed emphasis on fuel 
efficiency as a means of reducing 
carbon emissions.

The 2018 BIM Business of 
Seafood report shows how our 
most commercially important 
fisheries target small pelagic 
species such as mackerel and 
horse mackerel. Published in 
the journal ‘Nature’ in 2018, 
a study titled ‘Fuel use and 
greenhouse gas emissions of 
world fisheries’ revealed how 
fisheries for small pelagic species 
are currently the most carbon-
efficient form of animal protein 
production globally. A deeper 
dive into the scientific literature 
suggests that consumption of 
small oily fish is on par with a 
vegetarian diet in terms of the 
energy used in its production. 

Demersal fish and Nephrops 
(prawns) are Ireland’s next most 
important species. Fisheries 
for demersal fish are more 
carbon-intensive than small 
pelagics. However, they are 
less so compared with trawling 

More prawns with less environmental impacts

By Dr Ronán Cosgrove 
and Dr Matthew McHugh, 
Fisheries Conservation 
Section, BIM

for crustaceans such as shrimp 
which are similar to Nephrops. 
The Nature study indicates that 
while on the higher end for 
fisheries, crustacean trawling 
remains on the lower end of 
the spectrum compared with 
terrestrial forms of animal protein 
production.

 Nevertheless, every sector 
needs to improve its energy 
efficiency. Likely increases 
in carbon tax on foot of 
recommendations from the 
recent Oireachtas Committee 
on Climate Action will impact 
fuel prices and fisheries profit 
margins. Ongoing improvements 
in vessel and engine design will 
undoubtedly help. Optimising 
gear configurations can also 
greatly assist. In its 2018 report 
‘Impacts of climate change on 
fisheries and aquaculture’, the 
FAO outlines how switching from 

single to multi-rig trawls with two 
to four nets in crustacean trawl 
fisheries achieves substantial 
savings in fuel. Multi-rig trawls 
are the predominant gear type 
used in the Irish Nephrops fishery. 

The FAO report also describes 
how developments in fisheries 
instrumentation can improve 
fuel efficiency in well-managed 
fisheries. Fish detection 
equipment and catch sensors 
help reduce fishing time and fuel 

consumption. However, their use 
has traditionally been restricted 
to fish rather than crustacean 
species which are more difficult to 
discern.

BIM recently tested a new 
sensor which addresses this issue. 
Developed initially for shrimp 
trawl fisheries, the Notus Echo 
Sensor is mounted on a rigid 
sorting grid close to the codend. 
The system uses underwater 
acoustics and a wheelhouse 
display unit to track catches as 
they strike the grid and pass 
through the trawl. In addition to 
improved energy efficiency, the 
sensor incentivises use of the 
sorting grid, one of the permitted 
selective gear options in the Celtic 
and Irish Seas.

 Matthew McHugh led the 
trial with assistance from Martin 
Oliver. Initial testing onboard 
the MFV Karen Mary in Galway 
focused on calibrating device 
sensitivity to work for Nephrops. 
Underwater cameras were used 
to ground-truth sensor outputs 
and identify elevated catch rates 
during tows. Preliminary results 
are very encouraging and further 
field testing is planned. 

BIM would like to thank Jim 
Hall from Notus and Eoin Sweeny 
from CAMROC for their technical 
assistance. Thanks also to Padraic 
and Gerard Mc Donagh and the 
crew of the MFV Karen Mary for 
an excellent collaboration. A full 
report on work conducted to date 
is available atwww.bim.ie/our-
publications/fisheries

Notus echo in grid original

Notus Output

New catch sensor has major potential to improve operational efficiency 
while incentivising bycatch reduction in the Nephrops fishery Following recent scientific 

estimates indicating stocks 
have dropped below safe 

biological levels, North Sea 
cod’s MSC certification is to be 
suspended. 

 The suspension, which will 
become effective as of 24 August 
2019, affects all MSC certified 
fisheries targeting the North Sea 
cod stock – Scottish Fisheries 
Sustainable Accreditation Group 
(SFSAG) North Sea cod, DFPO 
Denmark North Sea & Skagerrak 
cod & saithe, and Norway North 
Sea demersal. 

The decision comes following 
the release of scientific advice by 
the International Council for the 
Exploration of the Sea (ICES) 
earlier this summer on fishing 
opportunities for 2020, advising 
a 63% cut to the North Sea cod 
catch for next year. 

The dramatic cuts advised 
were based on a combination 
of a downward revision of the 
estimated Spawning Stock 
Biomass (SSB) in recent years, 
poor recruitment with the 
recruitment estimate for 2019 
being substantially below that 
assumed in 2018 and the need for 

North Sea Cod MSC certification suspended
a large reduction in fishing effort to 
allow the stock to recover to a level 
above safe precautionary reference 
points by 2021. 

The causes of the perceived 
decline are unclear, however, 
scientists suggest it may be a result 
of factors, such as warming waters 
– driven by climate change – and 
fewer young cod surviving into 
adulthood for the last two years 
running. 

In response to the advice 
for North Sea cod when it was 
released, then chief executive 
of the Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation (SFF), Bertie Armstrong 
said: “There’s no escaping the fact 
that this unexpected downturn in 
the cod stock will be damaging for 
our fleet.”

The perceived decline has 
occurred despite industry initiatives 
to actively avoid catching juvenile 
fish; critical in the reproduction 
cycle and overall health of the 
stock. They have done this 
primarily through improving 
fishing selectivity and avoiding 
spawning grounds, features that 
were instrumental in the fishery 
attaining MSC certification.

According to the MSC, 

this decline combined with 
management shortfalls, including 
quotas for 2019 set above 
scientific advice and the lack of 
a management plan for 2020, 
resulted in the certificates’ 
suspension. 

Erin Priddle, UK and Ireland 
Programme Director for the Marine 
Stewardship Council stated: “The 
decline in the North Sea cod stock 
is a worrying development, with 
the latest stock models suggesting 
that the fishery has not recovered 
as well as previously thought.”

“The MSC programme was 
established to recognise and 
reward sustainable fisheries and is 
designed to identify when certified 
fisheries are not performing as 
they should against our Standard. 
The independent auditors have 
now examined the latest advice 
and concluded that this drop 
in the stock – below the safe 
biological level – coupled with a 
recommended sharp cut to quotas 
and management shortfalls means 
that the North Sea cod fishery no 
longer meets the MSC Standard,

“While this news is devastating 
for industry, it is a testament to 
the MSC Standard working as it 

should: to pick up on threats to 
stock sustainability, as is the case 
with North Sea cod. It is imperative 
that industry works collaboratively 
with fishery managers, NGOs 
and the wider seafood supply 
chain to introduce effective 
measures that will see this fishery 
once again achieve certification. 
Now, more than ever, we need 
coordination and cooperation for 
the sustainability of our oceans and 
the marine life within.”

In response to the assessments, 
the Scottish fishing industry has 
already committed to a five-year 
Fishery Improvement Project. 

Mike Park, Chairman of the 
SFSAG, said: “The industry are 
concerned that notwithstanding 
their best efforts to continue 
to rebuild North Sea cod some 
developments are taking place that 
seem beyond their control.  

“That said, they are committed 
to introducing balanced and 
proportionate measures in an 
attempt to reverse the decline. We 
will be liaising closely with 
managers to ensure that these 
measures apply to all vessels 
operating within the mixed 
demersal fishery.”
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By Lorna Siggins

Organisation from the outset.
“World demand for fish is 

only growing, so management 
systems have to become more 
sophisticated to meet this, and 
the largest vessel owners in 
Killybegs and elsewhere will 
realise this,” Mr Reynolds says.

“It doesn’t take much of a 
calculator to confirm that the 
value of fish taken out of Irish 
waters by EU vessels in six 
months could be equivalent 
to the entire EU expenditure 
on roads, when that funding 
was available in the past for 
infrastructure,” he says.

Dick James, former chief 
executive of the Northern Irish 
Fish Producers’ Organisation, 
does not believe there will be 
“any big kerfuffle”, as he now 
doubts if there will be a Brexit 
as was originally voted for in 
the 2016 referendum.

If Brexit does occur, and there 
is no deal, Mr James envisages 
the biggest problem being the 
cross-border traffic in fresh fish. 
“For example, the north Irish Sea 
herring has been caught within 
British waters, with some landed 
into Howth for tanker transport 
to Killybegs, and some into 
Ardglass for the local factories,” 
he says.

“More significant is probably 
nephrops where most of (not 
all) the whole langoustines are 
processed in the Republic, and the 
tails in Northern Ireland,” he says.

“There is considerable 
movement cross border and 
if that is interrupted then 
processing capacity would have 
to adjust,” Mr James says.

On the issue of voisinage or 
reciprocal fishing access between 
the Republic and Northern 
Ireland, Mr James believes the 
“anomalies” have to be ironed 
out in any post Brexit treaty 
between the EU and Britain.

Such anomalies include the 
fact that voisinage, as now 
legislated for, only applies 
from zero to six nautical miles 
from the Republic’s coast, with 
exceptions in several bays and an 
area west of Mizen Head.

“The London Fisheries 
Convention covers reciprocal 
arrangements from six to twelve 
nautical miles, but that only 
applies to Britain while it is still 
a member,” Mr James says.

“Even before voisinage was 
legislated for, we had flagships 
– 40 vessels owned and operated 
by southern Irish interests on 
the Northern Irish register, and 
several Kilkeel boats registering 
in the south to access lobster 
grounds after voisinage was 
overruled by the Republic’s 

Vessels like Ireland’s largest pelagic vessel, Western Endeavour, 
will be seriously impacted if Irish vessels lose access to UK 
waters Image Niall Duffy

FORECASTING BREXIT’S FISHERIES ‘CARNAGE’

There’s nothing like a 
vivid image of conflict 
at sea to make for a 

few good headlines. When 
the history of Brexit is finally 
written, the release of Operation 
Yellowhammer, the British 
government’s worst-case 
scenario for a “no-deal Brexit”, 
will be seen as a seminal 
moment.

The “short term shocks” in 
the document included a forecast 
that some 282 fishing vessels 
from EU and EEA states could 
steam into British waters to fish 
illegally. Some of these vessels 
could be there already on “day 
one”, it said.

This would include up to 
129 vessels in English waters, 
100 in Scottish waters, 40 in 
Welsh waters and 13 vessels 
in Northern Irish waters, the 
document calculated. 

This would be “likely to cause 
anger and frustration” in the 
British catching sector, which 
could lead to clashes between 
fishing vessels, it forecast.

This year’s Hallowe’en 
weekend could also be marked 
by a 40 per cent reduction in 

• June 2016 – Britain 
votes to leave the EU by 
just over 51 per cent.

• March 29th, 2017 – 
Britain notifies its 
intention to withdraw 
from the EU, invoking 
the procedure in Article 
50 of the Treaty on 
European Union.

• June 2017 – snap 
general election results 
in minority Conservative 
government supported 
by the Democratic 
Unionist Party, and 
UK- EU withdrawal 
negotiations began later 
that month.

• July 2017 – Britain 
announces it will 
withdraw from London 
Fisheries Convention, 
which preceded the 
EU Common Fisheries 
Policy, within two years 
or upon Brexit

• November 2018 – 
Britain negotiated to 
leave the EU customs 
union and single market, 
resulting in withdrawal 
agreement but the 
British parliament voted 
against ratifying it three 
times.

• April 11th, 2019 – 
European Council 
agreed to extend further 
the period provided 
for in Article 50 until 
October 31st, 2019, 
following a request from 
Britain.

• June 2019 – Scotland 
declares 12-mile limit 
around Rockall.

• July 2019 – Boris 
Johnson becomes British 
prime minister.

Deadlines 
to deal or 
no deal

the flow of cross-Channel goods 
on “day one”, with “significant 
disruption lasting up to six 
months”.

Food shortages, consequent 
increases in prices, and 
“significant” queues in Kent 
were also outlined, along with 
delays of up to two-and-a half-
days at the border for heavy 
goods vehicles attempting to 
cross to France.

A hard border in Northern 
Ireland may be unavoidable, 
and the “worst disruption to the 
short Channel Straits might last 
for up to three months, before it 
improves by a significant level 
to around 50-70%- due to more 
traders getting prepared”, it said.

Perhaps to soften the shock, 
the document, which British MPs 
forced release of last month, 
was leaked to The Sunday Times 
during a holiday in August. The 
British government attempted to 
play the leak down, describing 
it as an “old” Yellowhammer 
assessment.

In fact, as BBC economics 
editor Faisal Islam noted 
when the actual document was 
published, this was no “old” file, 
but “the latest internal no-
deal planning...from well with 
the time of Boris Johnson’s 
administration”.

Killybegs Fishermen’s 
Organisation (KFO) chief 
executive Sean O’Donoghue 
filled in some of the blanks. He 
forecast European “flashpoints” 
in the Irish Sea, north-west of 
Donegal, off the south-east Irish 
coast, in the English Channel 
and in the North Sea with scenes 
reminiscent of the cod wars of 
the 1940s, 50s and 70s.

“We got a taste of what can 
happen at sea last year with a 
scallop dispute between Britain 
and France in the Channel,” he 
said, adding that the reaction of 
French fishing vessels would be 
the “acid test” as they “would 
not respond favourably to being 
denied access to British waters”.

Irish and other EU vessels 
which had traditionally fished 
in British waters would not be 
happy either, he said, forecasting 
“mayhem at sea” given that it 
is the one industry completely 
exposed to “anything other than 
an orderly transition”.

Some months back, when 
Teresa May was still at the helm 
of the British government, the 
idea of violent disputes and port 
blockades would have sounded 
like hyperbole, with Britain 
set to remain in the Common 
Fisheries Policy until the end of 
2020.

Even British withdrawal from 
the London Fisheries Convention 
was delayed from the July 1st, 
2019 exit date given by former 
fisheries minister Michael Gove 
in 2017 when he and his Cabinet 
announced the pull-out – the 
first serious shot across the 
EU’s bows after the 2016 Brexit 
referendum.

Coincidentally, a New 
Economics Foundation (NEF) 
study of  “Media capture in UK 
fisheries” noted that much of 
the media reporting, to date, had 
been based on comments from 
representatives of the larger 
vessels in Scotland, with a heavy 
focus on only one perspective 
– as in bigger quotas in a 
nationalised fishery.

The NEF analysis found that 
small scale fleets received only 
two per cent of media coverage, 
in spite of comprising up to 79 
per cent of the British fishing 
fleet which could be affected by 
tariffs and non-tariff barriers and 
significant risk of an increase in 
overfishing “post-Brexit”.

Last June’s row over access to 
Rockall, when Scotland opted to 
place a 12-mile territorial limit 
around the rock, could provide a 
taste of what is to come in a no-
deal situation.

Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Simon Coveney and Minister for 
Fisheries Michael Creed both 
challenged Scotland’s right to do 
so, pointing to Article 121 of the 
UN Convention on the Law of 
the Sea (UNCLOS) which states 
that “rocks which cannot sustain 
human habitation or economic 
life of their own shall have no 
EEZ or continental shelf”.

However, legal experts 
Professor Ronán Long, Ocean 
Governance and Law of the Sea 
Chair at the World Maritime 
University, and Professor Clive 
Symmons of Trinity College, 
Dublin indicated Ireland didn’t 
really have a leg—or a rock—to 
stand on.

They both agreed that 
such rocks can still “generate 
territorial limits” – confirming 
the case made by Scottish 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural 
Economy Fergus Ewing.

Four categories of vessels 
have skin in the game in relation 
to whatever outcome arises – be 
it no-deal, an extension to EU 
exit, or another referendum after 
a British general election. Along 
with British vessels confined 
to their own waters, there will 
be British-flagged Spanish 
vessels owned and crewed from 
Galician ports, disenfranchised 
Irish vessels, and displaced 
vessels from other EU member 
states who will move into Irish 
grounds. The shellfish and 
aquaculture sector generally will 
also be impacted severely, and 
the Rockall dispute provides a 
precedent in relation to shared 
ownership of waters such as 
Lough Foyle, as Donegal oyster 
farmer Alec Reid outlined in the 
August edition of The Skipper.

“British and British flagships 
will become blind to us, as 
they will switch off their vessel 
monitoring systems,” a defence 
source told The Skipper. Lead 
agency the Sea Fisheries 
Protection Agency (SFPA) will 
be working in a context where 
several Naval Service vessels 
have been tied up over crewing 
shortages, and there has been 
continued unrest over pay within 
the Defence Forces.

Without any clarity, planning 
is proving to be a headache 
for both the SFPA and their 
EU counterparts – but also for 
British control agencies, which 
are short of resources. The EU 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund 
provided 580 million euro to 
EU member states between 
2014 and 2020 for control and 
enforcement, and Britain has 
received 45 million euro of this.

Dr Christopher Huggins, 
senior lecturer in politics at 

the University of Suffolk, said 
a lack of adequate enforcement 
capability is one of the big risks 
of a no-deal Brexit, as “a no deal 
cannot be enforced”.

However, there is some 
clarity in the form of the British 
Fisheries Bill – which fell when 
the British parliament was 
“prorogued” by prime minister 
Johnson. The Supreme Court 
ruling that parliament suspension 
was unlawful means that the Bill 
still stands, but there has “not 
been much progress on it since 
December”, Dr Huggins says.

“I doubt if there will be an 
overnight change in fisheries, 
because Britain hasn’t figured 
out what it is going to do – as in 
the four devolved management 
competencies of Scotland, 
Wales, England and Northern 
Ireland,” he says.

“So there may be a 
continuation at sea, and a 
big fear onshore about tariff 
barriers, veterinary certificates 
and suchlike – particularly with 
shellfish exports, which are more 
valuable when live and require 
quick passage,” he says.

“There is a risk that a lot of 
fish and seafood will be stuck in 
transit in the initial period,” he 
says. “However, I don’t think 
access to waters will change 
dramatically, with  no legal 
framework.”

In any new legal framework, 
there will be calls for more 
equity, given that individual 
transferable quotas have 
effectively privatised access, 
pricing out smaller players, he 
says.

“The official British 
government line is that it 
will look at distributing any 
additional quota it receives in 
a more equitable way, which 
means that existing quota will 
be distributed as it is now,” he 
notes.

However, Britain also has 
international obligations in 
relation to marine conservation, 
and shared fisheries, and so it 
will not be able to “pull up the 
drawbridge”, Dr Huggins points 
out. 

“The bottom line is that 
Britain is still a member of the 
UN Convention on the Law of 
the Sea.”

Arthur Reynolds, founding 
editor of The Skipper, believes 
that if Brexit goes ahead, it 
will have to force a review 
of the EU Common Fisheries 
Policy – something that bigger 
players have resisted, but which 
was a demand articulated by 
Patrick Murphy of the Irish 
South and East Fish Producers’ 

Supreme Court,” he points out.
Speaking the day after the 

British Supreme Court ruling 
on the illegality of parliament 
suspension, Mr James admitted 
that he wondered if Brexit would 
actually happen at all.

“The House of Commons 
has the bit between its teeth, 
and the majority of MPs look 
like they are set to overrule 
the referendum result – and I 
probably would put money on 
that,” he said...

By Lorna Siggins



Fishery Improvement 
Projects (or FIPs) are a 
practical, industry-led 

approach to making continual 
improvements in the sustainability 
of specific fisheries in an ever 
more demanding marketplace. 
They are based on co-operation 
between all sectors in the fishery 
chain, from catching to processing 
to retail in collaboration with 
NGOs who wish to see fishing 
continue while progress is made 
towards sustainability. FIPs 
provide an opportunity for the 
industry to shape and improve 
the management of their fisheries 
and thereby take control of 
their own destiny. FIPs may be 
an intermediate stage towards 
getting third-party certification, 
such as MSC, or they may be a 
stand-alone initiative aimed at 
improving the sustainability of a 
fishery. 

A number of Fishery 
Improvement Projects or FIPs 
in Irish fisheries have been 
established including one for 
Irish Albacore Tuna. The tuna 
FIP was set up in 2018 to 
provide buyers with credible 
assurance that the stock was 
being maintained in a healthy 
state and that the fishery was 
well managed.  The Albacore 
Tuna FIP has a vitally important 
role in maintaining access to 
markets, both now and in the 
future, as the fishery’s main 
competitors all have either MSC 
certification or have established 
a FIP of their own. The Spanish 
troll fishery for Albacore is 
certified by the MSC and 
OPAGAC, the main producer’s 
organisation for Spanish tuna, 
has also established a FIP for 
their global tuna purse seine 
fleet. As tuna fisheries are one 
of the largest global fisheries 
in terms of volume they are 
constantly in the spotlight 
regarding stock sustainability 
and management. 

The Albacore Tuna FIP is 
starting from a positive situation 
as the stock is in good health. 
An MSC pre-assessment report 
conducted in 2018 found that 
Albacore was being fished at a 
level consistent with Maximum 
Sustainable Yield (MSY). It 
also found that the fishery was 
managed effectively under a 
robust ICCAT (International 
Commission for the 
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas) 
management plan. 

However, these types of 
schemes do not consider only 
the target species for a fishery 
but they also consider wider 
environmental aspects which 

may include catches of non-
target species, bycatch of EPT 
(Endangered, Threatened or 
Protected) species and any 
impacts of the fishery on the 
seabed.

The only issues identified 
in the Irish albacore FIP are in 
relation to the availability of 
recent information on the impact 
of the fishery on non-target 
species and catches of non-
commercial and ETP species. 

There were good levels of 
observer coverage and data on 
these issues for the fishery up to 
2015 but this has decreased due 
to a change in fishing patterns in 
the last few years where all of the 
Irish vessels have been landing 
into French and Spanish ports 
in the Bay of Biscay. This has 
made access to the vessels very 
difficult for Irish based observers. 

In 2019, a workplan has 
been agreed – the main 
element of which involves 
the FIP, in collaboration with 
BIM, developing observer 
and industry data provision 
programs. FIP members 
recognise the importance of 
providing this data and have 
committed to providing data 
and taking out observers. 
The observer element of the 
program is being put in place 
for next year and will ensure 
that observers will be based in 
ports in either France or Spain 
and will be available to cover as 
many Irish Albacore tuna trips 
as possible. 

In addition, an industry data 
collection program has been 
developed. This program is 
providing for the recording 
of catches of non-target 
commercial species such as 
other tuna and swordfish, non-
commercial species such as 
sunfish, and ETP species such as 
marine mammals.

Information on joining the 
Irish Albacore Tuna FIP is 
available on www.irishtunafip.
ie. Membership of the FIPs 
is currently free as BIM have 
funded their establishment.  
When you join you will 
automatically receive access to 
information on the workplans, 
minutes of previous meetings, 
membership rules, MSC pre-
assessment summaries and 
reports. Members will also 
receive regular updates on 
progress towards workplan goals 
and any other developments.

If you would like to receive 
any other information on the 
Tuna FIP or other FIPs please 
email info@veri.fish or call 
Mike Fitzpatrick or Frank 
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John Arthur in the Summer Silver, his first major fishing vessel, back in 1976

Luke O’Neill, son of Eternal Dawn skipper Alan O’Neill, helping his dad land tuna. 
Images Niall Duffy

Irish Albacore Tuna 
FIP 2019
By Mike Fitzpatrick 

Eternal Dawn landing tuna 
in Castletownbere at the 
end of 2019 season

John Arthur McCarthy—a 
proud son of Cromane—
packed his 76 years with 

memories aplenty. 
His father Arthur McCarthy, 

also a native of Cromane and 
his mother, Kathleen Shea from 
Commane, in Glenbeigh, were 
a great influence –especially his 
mother. She instilled hard work 
in him from an early age. He left 
school at the age of 12, as was 
common back in the 1950s. He 
became the man of the house, 
as ill-health reduced his father’s 
ability to work. He didn’t shirk 
this extra responsibility and 
did everything he could for his 
family.

John Arthur grew up with 
three sisters: B.C. (or Beatrice as 
she is known in Ballylongford), 
Marguerita, and Kathleen. John 
Arthur, though, was the apple of 
their mother’s eye.

He was primarily a man of 
the sea: his first fishing vessel—
part of a lifelong partnership 
with friend and neighbour 
Danny O’Sullivan—was the 
Kathleen-Patricia in 1976. The 
two romantics naming the boat 
after their wives. When it came 
to aquaculture and business the 
two men were lifelong partners 
and visionaries. Cromane 
Seafoods was born in 1977, and 
Cromane soon became used in 
conversations across Ireland and 
Europe. 

In the intervening years John 
Arthur worked the Summer 
Silver—arriving in December 
’79—and the Kingfisher, 
two salmon-fishing vessels, 
before moving up (in business 
and in length) to the mussel 
dredgers of the Spera in Deo, 
Western Adventure and Western 
Adventurer II. His son Arthur, 
the heir to John Arthur’s 
maritime throne, now pilots the 
latter.

One small story of his many 
fishing expeditions was when 
he was back off Brandon one 
year (he has a great grá for 
Brandon, probably because of 
this). This particular day he 
fished and fished with his crew 
from Cromane and they caught 
so much that day they actually 
had beds of salmon. They had to 
store the salmon they caught that 
day (and in others) in the bunk 
beds on the Summer Silver.

John Arthur was a builder. He 
built houses aplenty but he also 
built relationships: from chance 
meetings on the road to a chat 
in the Cromane watering holes 
of Teahan’s and Jack’s, or to the 
more lifelong service to being 
a trusted friend. He gave a lot 

and never asked for anything in 
return. 

In the 1960s John Arthur was 
lucky enough to find love with a 
beautiful woman from over the 
bridge in Killorglin: Kathleen 
O’Sullivan.

They first met in Crowley’s 
drapery shop in Killorglin town 
when John Arthur burst in 
looking for a vest to replace the 
one drenched in sweat as he had 
just rowed in a regatta. The two 
soon-to-be lovebirds then noticed 
each other at a dance in the 
CYMS hall in Killorglin. After 
John Arthur had a dance with 
another woman (ladies choice 
apparently). My mother said in 
her head that’s the last dance 
she’ll ever have with him. She 
plotted her next move to make 
sure she was next in line. 

It wasn’t all plain sailing 
though as commitment fears 
popped up early on for the young 
Cromane man. Automobile 
traffic back in the 1960s, of 
course, wasn’t as heavy as it 
is now so unusual or recurring 
activity would be easily noted. 
One afternoon while dawdling 
in Killorglin the town’s postman 
Christy Riordan made an 
impatient beeline for John Arthur. 
He proceeded to deliver some life 
advice: “Young man,” he said. 
“You’re after burning four cars 
into the ground going over the 
bridge, when are you going to 
marry her?”

Marry they did in September 
1972 and have been partners in 
life ever since. They celebrated 
their 47th wedding anniversary 

on Friday last, September 
13.  John Arthur and Kathleen 
went on to have four children: 
Arthur, J.P. Caitriona, and 
Padraig. Today, they also have 
three beautiful grandchildren 
- three sons of Caitriona and 
her husband Colin Campbell: 
Seán (now 7), Darragh (4, going 
on five), and the newbie: Eoin 
Arthur, who arrived on July 24, 
2019. 

All his life he appreciated 
having a dog by his side. John 
Arthur was well known in 
Cromane in his later years 
as the man with the dog in 
the car, driving slowly!! That 
dog was Jet. He often held up 
traffic during his early morning 
observation run. Please be aware 
that he was merely checking that 
all was right in Cromane (which 
he did several times a day). 
Before Jet there was Ranger, 
Patch, Tiny, Bobby, Ginger, and 
Jake (among many others). 

Jet and John Arthur were 
inseparable: right up until the 
day he passed away. Two best 
friends in life.

John Arthur worked hard all 
of his life but, of course, found 
plenty of time for enjoyment. 
Rowing was his sporting passion 
–he rowed, and rowed well, 
surrounded by friends for life. 
Too many to mention. They 
loved their Seine boat racing 
and winning (which they did 
often) was only a small part of 
it. They were proud Cromane 
men and did Cromane proud. 
This summer he was at his 
final regattas, in Cromane and 

in Cahersiveen, and he was 
delighted when he received 
news that the current Cromane 
crew had claimed hard-earned 
wins. 

The crew that John Arthur was 
a member of once won 11 Seine 
boat races in a row in the early 
1970s. He was on stroke oar 
with Denis Griffin for most (if 
not all) of these wins. The stroke 
oar, for those unfamiliar with the 
Seine boat, is responsible for the 
boat’s rhythm.

We may have lost our stroke 
oar.

But, we won’t get stuck in the 
buoys of life wondering what if. 

We will settle again, find our 
rhythm and cruise through those 
inevitable waves of sorrow.

When that vessel of our 
mind eventually docks back in 
normality in the coming weeks 
and months it will do so full to 
brim - like the Summer Silver 
that year off Brandon - this time 
instead of glistening salmon it 
will be golden memories. 

John Arthur passed away at his 
home in Cromane on Thursday, 
September 19. He will be 
missed by many, many people in 
Cromane and beyond. 

Rest in peace, Dad.
The McCarthy Family. 

The Skipper team would like to 
express our sincere sympathies 
to John Arthur’s family, extended 
family and many friends around 
the coast. 

John Arthur McCarthy
August 1, 1943 - September 19, 2019
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INFOMAR Annual Seminar 2019

NUI Galway’s Socio-
Economic Marine 
Research Unit (SEMRU) 

has released research that 
presents estimates on the value 
of coastal and marine tourism 
activities in Ireland for 2018. 

The research ‘A Survey of 
Marine and Coastal Overseas 
Tourism Activity in Ireland’ was 
funded by the Marine Institute 
through the National Marine 
Research Programme as part of a 
larger project aimed at ‘Valuing 
and understanding the dynamics 
of Ireland’s Ocean Economy’.  

Tourism and leisure is one of 
the key industries contributing 
to Ireland’s ocean and coastal 
economies, according to the new 
research which was published by 
SEMRU and indicates that €1.94 
billion was spent by overseas 
visitors holidaying in Ireland 
in coastal areas in 2018, while 
marine tourism generated €650 
million. Activities such as coastal 
sightseeing, beach and island 

New research released on Ireland’s marine and 
coastal tourism

visits and walking, running and 
cycling along the coast are popular 
amongst overseas visitors. 

There were an estimated 
7.9 million overseas visitors to 
Ireland in 2018, who came as 
holidaymakers or to visit friends/
family. Based on the results of the 
survey, 76% of overseas visitors 
to Ireland are estimated to have 
visited a coastal area and 61% are 
estimated to have participated in 
a marine-related leisure activity. 
The average total expenditure per 
travelling party of overseas visitors 
in the sample was €1,630 with the 
average trip lasting seven days. Of 
this, an estimated €699 was spent in 
coastal areas.

The results also indicated 
that overseas visitors participate 
in coastal and marine tourism 
activities largely on the west coast 
of Ireland. Co Kerry, Co Galway 
and Co Clare the leading counties, 
in that order, for participation by 
overseas visitors in coastal and 
marine tourism activities. 

Dr Stephen Hynes, co-author of 
the report and Director of SEMRU 
based at the Whitaker Institute for 
Innovation and Societal Change 
at NUI Galway, noted that: “The 
contribution of international tourists 
to Ireland’s coastal economy is 
significant, particularly to the 
counties located on the West Coast 
of Ireland. Tracking overseas 
visitors’ marine related spending 
patterns is essential to understand 
and develop adaptive policy-making 
strategies that can respond to active 
tourists’ expectations in terms of 
leisure and tourism activities in 
these coastal areas.”

The report also notes some 
challenges to the development 
of the overseas coastal tourism 
market and warns of the importance 
of maintaining competitiveness 
in order to retain British visitor 
numbers post Brexit.

Commenting on the report, 
Professor Alan Ahearne, Director 
of the Whitaker Institute at NUI 
Galway, stated: “The evidence 

A new mapping application 
is now available on the 
Irish Shellfish Biotoxin and 

Phytoplankton website. Managed 
by the Marine Institute, the website 
provides the latest information on 
shellfish safety data for shellfish 
producers, food business operators 
and consumers. 

The Marine Institute monitors 
Irish coastal waters for the 
presence of toxin producing 
phytoplankton and to assess and 
ensure the safety of shellfish for 
consumer markets. The programme 
is designed to detect toxicity before 
shellfish are harvested from the 
water to ensure only the highest 
quality shellfish reach the market.

The new mapping application 
visualises the biotoxin status of 
all classified production areas in 
Ireland by shellfish species. Users 
can view which production areas 
are ‘Open’ or ‘Closed’ and zoom 
in to the map to receive more 

New mapping application for Ireland’s 
Shellfish Monitoring Programme

information on the species and 
the date the status was applied. 
From the map, users can also click 
in to view a webpage for each 
production area which includes 
more details on the latest status, 
samples currently being analysed, 
and a graph of the toxin and 
phytoplankton results over the past 
20 week period. 

Joe Silke, Director of Marine 
Environment and Food Safety 
Services at the Marine Institute 
said, “Our shellfish safety 
programme relies on providing 
immediate results to the industry to 
allow them to harvest their product 
and place it on the market without 
delay. This new website service 
improves the efficiency of our 
monitoring services and facilitates 
our role in assuring seafood safety 
more effectively and in a shorter 
timeframe.”

The Marine Institute provides 
a weekly monitoring service year 

round, which assesses over 100 
inshore shellfish production sites 
and offshore fishing grounds 
as part of these programmes. 
The work is carried out in close 
cooperation with the Sea Fisheries 
Protection Authority (SFPA) and 
the Food Safety Authority of 
Ireland (FSAI) with strong industry 
collaboration as part of national 
official controls on seafood safety. 
In 2018, around 3,400 shellfish 
samples were collected and 15,900 
analyses completed. In addition, 
some 3,500 seawater samples were 

analysed for toxic and harmful 
phytoplankton species in 2018. 

The new mapping application 
in The Irish Shellfish Biotoxin and 
Phytoplankton website is based on   
Ireland’s Digital Ocean platform. 
The online platform provides 
access to a range of data services 
including online maps, dashboards, 
search functions and publications.

The Irish Shellfish Biotoxin 
and Phytoplankton website can be 
accessed online at http://webapps.
marine.ie/HABs/ or via the Marine 
Institute website at www.marine.ie. 

presented in this report 
underscores the especially 
important role that coastal 
and marine tourism plays in 
regional development. With 
Brexit likely to add to regional 
imbalances in this county, it is 
crucial for our economy that 
we continue to invest in coastal 
and marine tourism product and 
infrastructure to attract tourists 
from abroad.”

SEMRU’s research on Marine 
and Coastal Overseas Tourism 
Activity in Ireland was supported 
by the Marine Institute and 
funded by the Marine Research 
Sub-Programme PBA/SE/16/01 
‘Valuing and understanding the 
dynamics of Ireland’s Ocean 
Economy’.

The report, which was 
launched at the Donegal Marine 
Tourism Conference in the 
beginning of September, can 
be accessed from the SEMRU 
website at www.nuigalway.ie/
semru 

Oyster. Photo: Andrew 
Downes, Xposure

The annual seminar for 
the DCCAE funded GSI 
& MI jointly managed 

INFOMAR Programme, will 
take place on Wednesday, 16th 
October and Thursday, 17th 
October in Dingle, Co. Kerry. 

This year’s seminar 
will feature recent 
INFOMAR achievements 
and future plans, showcase 
dramatic marine landscapes, and 
demonstrate how INFOMAR 
supports heritage, fisheries, 

and tourism & leisure, 
while underpinning national 
commitments to climate action 
and blue growth.

The seminar, which will take 
place in The Dingle Skellig Hotel, 
is free to attend and open to all, 

however numbers are limited.
Please register by Monday 7th 

October 2019.
For details and registration 

visit the event website: https://
infomarseminar2018.
eventbrite.ie/

Séamus (Sheriff) Corr, 
Skerries Co. Dublin (late of 
Loughshinny), sadly passed 

away on the 28th August 2019, 
(peacefully) at home surrounded by 
his loving family.

The well-known and liked 
retired skipper came from a family 
steeped in fishing, with his parents 
on both sides coming from the 
famous Corr and Wilde fishing 
families of Loughshinny.

Séamus started his fishing career 
as many children from fishing 
families did and still do – by 
spending his summers fishing, in 
his case, catching lobsters, before 
his time came to join the Corr 
family boat, the BIM 50 footer Ros 
Séan, in the late 1950s. 

After his time aboard the Ros 
Séan learning the family trade 
fishing alongside his father and 
uncles, Séamus invested in his 
first boat, the Árd Finnian (D402) 
in 1972. Seining with the 1962 
Killybegs built BIM 56 footer for 
the first six months or so, it wasn’t 
long before he decided to go prawn 
trawling. And, by and large, it was 
a prawn man he would become.

After selling the Árd Finnian to 
Michael Collins of Kilkeel, Séamus 
bought the Cobh built 65ft Francis 
Maria (D441) which he paired for 
a time with Frank Rogan’s Mary 
Lorraine (D544), another Cobh 
built 65-footer, before selling her 
and fishing for a short time on 

Georgie Rogan’s 63ft Carnown 
Bay (D590). 

In 1979, he and his brother 
Frank bought the BIM 56-footer, 
the Árd Rathain (D262) before 
turning their sights on the 1960 
Scotch built, 55-footer, Boy 
Stephen (D656), which they bought 
from Kilkeel. Around 1988 Séamus 
and Frank decided on another 
BIM 56-footer – this time, the 
1958 Mevagh built Árd Mhuire 
(D5) which they bought from 
Greencastle and did very well on 
for fifteen years.

Indeed, given that over the 
course of his career, he had owned 
three BIM 56-footers—the Árd 
Finnian, Árd Rathain and Árd 
Mhuire—in an interview some 
years ago the writer Pat Nolan 
asked Séamus what he thought of 
them. His unhesitant reply was, 
“I thought they were the best sea 
boats ever.”  

Times change, however, as do 
boats and after the Árd Mhuire, 
Séamus and Frank turned their 
attention to the larger Adastra 
(G485) which they bought from the 
Aran Islands. Sadly, like a number 
of boats of her time, shifting rules, 
regulations and requirements 
would eventually see her tied up, 
too expensive to keep up to scratch. 
Séamus had another boat in him 
yet, however, and in 2012 would 
buy the O’Flaherty’s steel-hulled 
48ft trawler Our Tracey with his 
son, James, which was renamed the 
Sheriff (Seamus’ nickname of many 
years).

The Skipper team would like to 
express their sincere sympathies 
to Séamus’ wife Olivia, children 
Jenifer, Francis, Tracey, Robert 
and James, ten grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren, 
brother Frank, sisters Mary and 
Yvonne, daughters-in-law, son-
in-law, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-
law, nieces, nephews, relatives, 
extended family and large circle of 
friends.

May he rest in peace

Séamus (Sheriff) Corr Kenneth King

The sad passing of Kenneth 
King of Straid Gallery 
in Glencolmcille, Co, 

Donegal and formerly of Dalkey, 
Co. Dublin on the 17th August 
2019 took place (peacefully) in 
the wonderful care of the staff of 
Donegal Hospice, Letterkenny.  

Many attended the funeral 
mass in St Columba’s 
Church, and burial in the 
Church of Ireland graveyard 
where fond memories of Kenneth 
were lovingly recalled. He 
enjoyed and got inspiration 
from the wild Atlantic coastline 
of Donegal where much of his 
work was created in his studio 
in Glencolmcille. He directed 
the Oideas Gael School of Marine 
Painting for many years and 
taught in Coláiste na Carraige for 
a period where his introduction 
to the visual arts and artistic 
direction was very much valued 
by his many students. He was 
a strong community team 
player having served on the 
Comhairle Paróiste and Tourism 
Committee which established 
many projects, but it was as 
Editor of the local newsletter 
‘An Colm’ that records his 
strong support for strategic 
community development.  

Kenneth began his career with 
his religious vocation and was 
commissioned into the Royal 
Navy as a Chaplain where 
he served in the Arctic, Atlantic, 
Mediterranean and Far East 
waters. He began painting 
full-time in 1976, specialising 
in the naval and merchant 
shipping of Ireland, together 
with the country’s coastline 
and lighthouses. His work 
was commissioned by State 
and private sector shipping 
interests, by the R.N.L.I., An Post, 

Marine Artist and former 
RC Chaplain is laid to rest

B.I.M., and the Office of Public 
Works. His works are also to be 
found in the collections of the 
Irish Navy, the Marine Institute, 
Shannon Estuary Ports, Killybegs’ 
Fishermen’s Organisation and 
the Maritime Institute of Ireland 
as well as in numerous private 
collections both at home and 
abroad.  

Kenneth was the first Irish 
artist to have work accepted and 
exhibited at the 1985 Mystic 
International in Connecticut 
USA. He was from an artistic 
background, his father was the late 
Richard J. King, Stained-glass artist 
and Designer. He was a member 
of the Maritime Institute of Ireland 
and Visual Artists Ireland. His loss 
will be immense, but a part of his 
legacy is documented in a book 
published by Marianne O’Kane 
Boal in 2013 titled “Kenneth King 
– Life and Work” which is the 
largest study to date on an Irish 
Marine Artist. The book records 
his formative beginnings, his time 
at sea and his significant artistic 
contribution which includes over 
one hundred illustrations of 
Ireland’s maritime history and 
heritage.  

Kenneth, beloved husband 
of Anne and adored Dad 
of Caitríona and James, was 
predeceased by his brothers, 
artists Richard Enda and David 
and will be deeply missed by 
sister Anne Marie, brother-in-law 
Derek, daughter-in-law Anita, 
Darren, sisters-in-law Mary and 
Jan, nieces, nephews and his 
wider family, neighbours and 
friends in Ireland and abroad.

The Skipper team would like to 
express their deepest sympathies 
to Kenneth’s family and friends.

Suaimhneas síoraí na bhflaitheas dó.

Kenneth King

Séamus Corr

The Loughshinny. Images courtesy of Pat Nolan
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NORTHERN IRELAND NEWS By Dick James

THE FISHERY

n Seasons change and as with 
nature the fishery changes with 
them. So it was this September 
with the pelagic Irish Sea herring 
fishery in full swing, fish in 
abundance, close enough to 
home to ensure daily landings 
to the local factories in Ardglass 
and Kilkeel through Belfast Port. 
The local pair team of Havilah 
and Stefanie M were joined by 
the factory team from Plymouth 
Wiron 5 and 6 for a 10 day foray. 
Yet to join in were the Southern 
fleet but they are expected to 
appear soon. The Kilkeel owned 
Voyager was working the herring 
in the North Sea landing into 
Shetland and Norway on a 
rotational basis. 

Meanwhile, on the local scene, 
the Nephrops fleet saw the high 
summer bulk fishery decline 
from abundance to a scratchy 
grind with poor weather further 
restricting landings. Prices for 
tails held up but the whole prawn 
market was dull with a North 
Sea fishery rebounding from a 
series of poor years to a bumper 
one. As the Irish Sea declined, 
the Clyde proved the seasonal 
alternative, with the Portavogie 
and Ardglass fleets taking that 
option just as some of the Clyde 
boats switched to the North 
Shields grounds looking to join 
the local fleet there. The usual 
elements of the Kilkeel fleet 
worked the Minch and Smalls 
area whereas others went further 
south to join the English Channel 
cuttlefish fishery motivated by 
decent reports of catches and a 
shortage of Nephrops quota. 

On the whitefish front, the 
haddock fishing off Co.Louth, 
whilst limited in catches, was 
bolstered by a very strong market 
due to restrictions elsewhere and 
the North Channel mixed fishery 
provided another option for the 
few boats engaged in the semi-
pelagic fishery 

Inshore the Brown Crab 
fishery has proved to be difficult 
this year as poor catches and a 
weak demand combined to make 
life tough in contrast to previous 
years when modest landings were 
offset by very good prices. The 
larger crabbers are going further 
afield in search of a fishery 
with some working Scottish 
waters. Lobster is an alternative 
particularly off the County 
Antrim coast and velvet crab 
is helping some of the smaller 
boats. 

In January 2015, Jack Lowe 
began his attempt to visit all 
238 stations on the RNLI 

network to photograph them 
using Wet Plate Collodion, a 
Victorian process that creates 
stunning images on glass.

Over the past month, he has 
been visiting Northern Ireland 
for the first time, travelling 
in his mobile darkroom, with 
the intention of visiting all ten 
RNLI stations, starting with Red 
Bay in Cushendall. 

Other stations in this trip 
include Portrush, Enniskillen, 
Carrybridge, Newcastle, Kilkeel, 
Portaferry, Donaghadee, Bangor 
and Larne. He also plans to visit 
Portpatrick and Stranraer in 
Scotland on his way home.

Jack says he has loved the 
RNLI since he was a little boy. 
He became a member of Storm 
Force, the charity’s club for 
children, aged 10 – a couple of 
years after he picked up his first 
camera.

In 2015, he began an epic 
odyssey to bring those two 
passions together: The Lifeboat 
Station Project. Estimated to 
finish in 2022, the eight-year 
mission will see Jack visiting 
every single RNLI lifeboat 
station in Ireland and the UK to 
photograph the volunteer crews 
on glass.

Once his latest trip is 
complete, the number of lifeboat 
stations he has yet to visit will be 
down to double figures for the 
first time.

When finished, The Lifeboat 
Station Project will be the very 
first time every station on the 
RNLI network been documented 
as one complete body of work. 
It is also one of the biggest 
photographic projects ever 

Capturing all Northern Irish Lifeboat Stations on glass

undertaken.
Jack travels in ‘Neena’, a 

decommissioned NHS ambulance 
purchased on eBay, which he 
converted into a mobile darkroom. 
As he journeys around the coast, 
Jack shares the ups and downs 
of his mission on social media. 
He makes videos and sound 
recordings, enabling his followers 
to get a real sense of what life is 
like within lifeboat communities.

In September 2018, Jack 
reached a key milestone at Dover 
lifeboat station: the halfway 
point of his journey. Getting 
to that landmark moment had 
taken around 1,500 glass plates, 
120 litres of developer and 45 
litres of collodion. Jack had also 
driven some 28,000 miles, the 
equivalent of more than once 
round the world!

It hasn’t all been plain 
sailing though. After Jack had 
completed his 100th station in 
Valentia in Ireland, he revealed 
to his social media followers 

that he was struggling to keep 
going. His struggles were 
physical, emotional and financial 
– as the project is largely self-
funded.

Since then, he has discovered 
the crowd-funding platform 
Patreon that allows people to 
support him by contributing a 
monthly amount, starting from 
a few pounds a month. This 
funding has allowed him to 
continue his work on a more 
secure financial footing.

Jack said: “Ultimately, I’m 
honoured beyond words to 
be making this archive. It’s a 
privilege spending time with 
so many lifeboat volunteers, 
preserving their bravery and 
devotion for future generations.”

When Jack visits a lifeboat 
station, he makes the portraits 
using a camera made in 1905 and 
then develops the images in his 
mobile darkroom. The lifeboat 
crews can step into the ambulance 
and watch as their portraits 

appear on the glass plates – an 
experience Jack says they find 
fascinating, and sometimes very 
moving.

“When looking at a freshly-
made crew portrait, a lifeboat 
volunteer once said to me, ‘We 
look like those heroes of old’. I 
replied, ‘That’s because you are 
the same people.’ The project 
closes the circle of photographic 
history and gives these unsung 
heroes a fresh spring in their step 
and a sense of renewed pride.”

Jack is now well into the 
second half of the project and 
looking forward to making new 
work that continues to shine a 
light on the selfless volunteers 
of the RNLI.

Follow Jack’s RNLI 
photographic mission on 
Instagram (@lordlowe), 
Facebook (fb.com 
LifeboatStationProject), on 
Twitter (@ProjectLifeboat) or on 
the Project’s dedicated site (http://
lifeboatstationproject.com).

IRISH SEA HERRING 
CLOSURES LIFTED

n The local industry were 
completely unaware that changes 
in European legislation in the 
shape of a new fisheries technical 
regulation (2018/1241) which 
was passed on the 20th June had 
implications through revocation 
of preceding technical regulations 
(850/98) which contained the 
closed areas present for the past 
40 years for closure to herring 
fishing on the Douglas Bank 
and the Mourne shore from 21st 
September to the 21st December. 

The two areas were well-
known spawning grounds which 
in the distant past had been 
heavily fished and the Mourne 
grounds had been subject to a 
derogation which allowed for 
a limited traditional fishery for 
vessels of less than 12.2 meters 
in length to fish under special 
licence by bottom set gill nets 
with a mesh of no less than 54 
mm. A special quota had been 
set aside to accommodate this 
fishery which had been hard 
fought for at European and 
National level. 

The logic for the revocation 
of this legislation came from the 
science which opined that the 

Irish Sea north herring stock was 
in rude health and the closures 
were no longer needed. This is a 
change from previous scientific 
reasoning which claimed that 
the Irish Sea herring was not an 
isolated stock but a composite 
of the Malin shelf and the Celtic 
Sea stocks – both of which are in 
trouble with the West of Scotland 
fishery closed down and the 
Celtic Sea under limited quota 
restriction. 

Licences are being issued to 
the local small boat fleet as in 
the past under the now-defunct 
regulation which will allow boats 
which do not hold a general 
licence to participate in the 
fishery within the special quota 
limits of around 40 tonnes. 

On a wider front the fishery 
and processing facilities which 
have developed in Co. Down 
based on a non-spawning stock 
base now face a prospect of a 
change in operation which could 
lead to a fundamental change 
in structure based on ‘spawny’ 
herring. 

ARDGLASS TRAWLER 
AGROUND

n In the morning of the 7th 
September, the Ardglass prawn 

trawler Golden Reaper broke her 
mooring ropes and was washed 
ashore at the entrance of the inner 
marina harbour. There had been a 
short but vicious storm that night 
from an easterly aspect which 
invariably leads to a motion in 
Ardglass main harbour and which 
has caused many difficulties in the 
past. This time the motion caused 
the mooring ropes to fray against 
vessels berthed inside the Golden 
Reaper resulting in them parting 
and the vessel being washed into 
the entrance of the harbour and 
onto the north beach. 

Fortunately, the incident was 
witnessed and the owners notified, 
skipper and crew put aboard 
whilst other boats were manned 
to assist recovery. The swell in 
the area was enough that other 
trawlers could not approach 
without risking grounding 
themselves, but in the end crab 
boats with shallow draft took 
a rope eventually towing the 
Golden Reaper back into the main 
harbour 

The vessel was damaged in 
the stern area and later towed to 
Girvan in the Clyde for repair. 
There are now strengthened 
calls for Ardglass harbour to be 
deepened and made safe for the 
indigenous fleet. 

ARCHIBALD WESLEY 
(ARCHIE) ORR

n Archie Orr died in Daisy 
Hill Hospital on Friday 13th 
September. Archie was a well-
known son of Kilkeel who 
fished for the majority of his 
working life from Kilkeel, 
but being a pelagic man he 
followed the Herring and was 
consequently well known in 
ports distant as well. Archie’s 
first boat was named Havilah 
and subsequent replacement 
boats carried the same name 
and registration number N200. 
Archie pair trawled with the 
late Howard Forsyth latterly of 
the Castle Dawn. Ownership 
of the vessels he bought was in 
a company Glenluce Fishing 
Company Ltd and the present 
day Havilah is fished by three 

of Archie’s sons. Archie is 
succeeded by his wife Gertie 
and his four sons. 

Archie rest in peace.

DISCARD BAN SEMINARS

n The Fisheries Division of 
the Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs 
held information seminars on 
the landing obligation (discard 
ban) to advise fishermen 
and boat owners what was 
expected of them to make the 
ban work. The meetings were 
held at Kilkeel on the Friday 
afternoon of September 6th in 
the Fishermen’s Mission Centre 
in Portavogie, the following 
Friday in the Training Centre 
and in Ardglass on the 20th 
in the Fishermen’s Mission 

building. 
Discards of quota fish species 

were to be boxed and landed 
but individual sorting may go 
no further – estimates to be 
made of the individual species 
composition. The landing 
had to be logged and disposal 
through Sea Source to fish meal 
or by sale through a licenced 
buyer for use as pot bait. 

Nephrops were not required 
to be included in the process 
as scientists decreed that 
there was a high survival 
rate for discarded Nephrops 
so exemption from the 
requirement had been granted. 
Pelagic fish caught by the 
tank boats were landed as a 
full catch of bulk so it was 
considered that the landings 
obligation had already been 
met. 

PREPARE FOR BREXIT

n The Department for 
Agriculture, Environment 
and Rural Affairs has issued a 
warning to fishing vessel owners 
through the licencing division 
of the Fisheries Department 
that vessel owners of over 12 
meter vessels need to register 
with the International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO) so that they 
may operate outwith UK waters 
post exit from the European 
Union. The deadline to do this 
is set at the end of September. 
The Marine Management 
Organisation based in Newcastle 
(England) is creating a Single 
Issuing Authority to manage the 
licencing of commercial fishing 
in non-UK waters on behalf of all 
the United Kingdom’s Fisheries 
Administrations. 

Havilah in Kilkeel Bay last October 
Image: Leslie Campbell

Jack with his 1905 camera
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Orkney Fisheries Association has 
received funding from EMFF 
(European Maritime Fisheries 

Fund), the Scottish Government, Seafarers 
UK and The Scottish Fishermen’s Trust—as 
well as support from OFA and OPO—to 
enable a new multi-use building to be 
constructed behind the crane shed on 
Kirkwall Pier.

The building will offer secure, dry storage 
for all fishermen’s gear which is currently 
contained inside Heras-fenced pens on the 
site. A small office area and a welfare room 
for fishermen’s charity work will also form 
part of the building’s functions.

Work is due to start on September 19th, 
when contractors Casey Construction Ltd 
will fence off the building footprint, and set 
up their offices behind the weighbridge.

The construction phase will avoid the 
busy cruise liner season, but autumn 
brings haulage pressure from the livestock 
shipments on the pier. All parties say they 
are working hard to ensure that traffic and 
users can operate with minimum disruption, 
on the pier during the construction 
period, but there may inevitably be some 
inconvenience at times for other users.

OFA secretary Fiona Matheson said: 
“This building is long overdue, and will 
provide safe areas for fishermen to store, 
repair and handle their catches under the 
shelter of a purpose designed building. A 
huge amount of help and goodwill has gone 
into bringing this very complex project to 
its construction phase, in particular from 
OIC staff as well as the generosity of a 

number of large and smaller funders. 
“We would just like to urge users of the 

pier to bear with us during the construction 
phase and hope that the building will be 
nearing completion early in 2020. Anyone 
who has any difficulties should contact 
myself at the OFA office on Kirkwall Pier 
01856 871818, or OIC staff, and we will do 
our best to help resolve any problems.” 

The Scottish Fishermen’s Federation has 
welcomed the Prime Minister’s backing for 
a national fishing strategy. 

The SFF has long called for a new blueprint 
for the industry as the UK leaves the Common 
Fisheries Policy. Boris Johnson acceded to the 
suggestion of a coherent industry-wide approach 
to making the best of the opportunity that Brexit 
will present to grow the industry, during his visit to 
Peterhead Fish Market.

 Elspeth Macdonald, SFF chief executive, said: 
“We very much welcome the Prime Minister’s 
backing for our plan and we were pleased that 
he listened to and accepted the validity of the key 
points the SFF has been making since the EU 
referendum. He very much recognised that there is 
a Sea of Opportunity and that we need to seize it.”

The SFF’s key demands are:
• That the UK becomes a sovereign Coastal 

State and regains full control over its own 
waters, known as the Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ).

• That in doing so the UK and Scottish 
governments have the power to determine, 
in relation to our fisheries resource, who 
gets to catch what, where and when for the 
benefit of our coastal communities and wider 
economies.

•  That the Scottish industry is able to seize 
the “Sea of Opportunity” that exiting the EU 
presents, gaining early wins in the form of 

        quota uplift and year-on-year gains thereafter.

 
• That sustainability of our fisheries will be 

enhanced by jettisoning the practice enshrined 
in the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) 
of allocating quota according to historical 
precedent (relative stability) and moving 
to a modern and evidence-based method of 
allocation according to where fish stocks 
actually are (zonal attachment). 

• That no linkage should be made between 
access to UK waters (for EU vessels) and 
access to EU markets (for UK fish traders or 
other industries).

Mrs Macdonald added: “The UK must resist any 
temptation to reach a backroom deal that erodes in 
any way these fundamental tenets.”

PETERHEAD PORT GAINS MSC 
CHAIN OF CUSTODY STATUS

 
n Peterhead Port Authority has secured 
the third in a trio of important awards that 
demonstrate its commitment to enhancing the 
value of fish traded over its quaysides.

 Presentation of Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC) chain of custody accreditation 
to the new fish market cements the port’s 
reputation as a centre of sustainable seafood 
excellence. 

It follows attainment in April this year of 
the badge of honour of first ever Responsible 
Fishing Port from Seafish and the award in 
September last year of the British Reputation 
through Compliance Global Standards’ highest 
AA rating to the fish market. 

Peterhead Port Authority quality manager 
Allison Sherrington said: “With key fisheries, 
and many of the vessels catching those species, 
attaining MSC certification, the next logical 
step was for the market here in Peterhead itself 
to gain chain of custody certification. 

“It gives customers complete confidence 
that those species with the well-known white 
tick on blue logo landed to the market are 
sustainably caught and fully traceable.” 

POST-BREXIT AMBITION TO 
MAKE FISHING FASTEST 
GROWING SECTOR OF ECONOMY

n According to the new Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation (SFF) chief executive, the fishing 
industry should be the fastest growing sector of 
the Scottish economy in the next decade. 

Elspeth Macdonald, who has recently 
stepped into the role of her predecessor Bertie 
Armstrong, led a team from across the industry 
at Westminster last month, lobbying ministers 
and officials to ensure that its Brexit red lines are 
not crossed.

“Our ambition is for this to be the fastest 
growing sector of the Scottish economy over the 
next decade,” she said.

“To do that, we will require an uplift in quota 
in the short term upon leaving the Common 
Fisheries Policy. But that has to be coupled with 
a long-term blueprint for growth so that we can 
seize the opportunities that life outside the CFP 
presents.”

SECTOR WELCOMES PM’S 
PROMISE THAT ‘YOUR FISH WILL 
GET THROUGH’

 
n Early last month, Scottish Seafood 
Association (SSA) chief executive Jimmy 
Buchan welcomed assurances from the Prime 
Minister, Boris Johnson, that fresh seafood 
would not be held up at the border after Brexit.

At a round table meeting with industry 
representatives following a tour of Peterhead 
Fish Market, Mr Buchan stated:

“The particular question I put to the Prime 
Minister was: ‘Will our fresh fish flow through 
Dover-Calais on the 1st November?’

“He gave us his assurance that the fish will 
get through, no restrictions. He has categorically 
said that and he has gone on record as saying 
that.

“I think it is the re-assurance that the 
processors badly needed, because that is one of 
their biggest concerns.”

ORKNEY NEWS By Craig Taylor

The RNLI has installed a 
‘wellness kiosk’ in Scapa 
Scuba, Stromness and 

is urging divers to get a health 
check before diving.

The kiosk, which is free to 
use, will be in situ from August 
until the end of October and 
measures a divers fitness to dive 
by checking, amongst other 
things, their weight, BMI and 

blood pressure.
The RNLI says that on 

average of 13 divers die every 
year and many of these are 
down to cardiac issues brought 
on by diving deaths which 
could have been prevented 
with a simple health check. In 
a bid to reduce the numbers of 
cardiac-related deaths in diving, 
the RNLI is installing wellness 

kiosks across the UK and 
Ireland.

Speaking about the benefits of 
using the kiosk, Michael Avril, 
community safety partner for 
the RNLI in Scotland, said: “A 
free check at an RNLI wellness 
kiosk, like the one in Scapa 
Scuba, could save a diver’s life. 
No matter how long someone 
has been diving we would urge 

them to make a health check 
part of their pre-dive routine, 
there’s nothing to lose and why 
leave your health to chance?”

In addition to divers using the 
kiosk, Scapa Scuba urged folk 
from all walks of life to take 
part in the health check, saying: 
“Although primarily aimed at 
divers, our doors are open to 
anyone.” 

New building for Kirkwall Harbour

Coastguard looks to boost Orkney numbers

An enrolment drive has 
been recently launched 
to encourage folk to 

get involved in the coastguard 
rescue service in Orkney.

The drive aims to boost 
numbers in the various 
coastguard teams based 
throughout the islands, namely 
in Kirkwall, Stromness, St 
Margaret’s Hope, Sanday, 
Westray and Hoy.

Volunteers come from all 
walks of life, and are men and 
women over the age of 18 with 
a driving licence.

Volunteers with HM 
Coastguard, as coastguard 

rescue officers, get 70 hours 
training before they become an 
operational team member, with 
two training sessions taking 
place every month, including 
occasionally at weekends. 
Initial core skills training 
homes in on lost and missing 
person search techniques, 
enhanced first aid, water rescue, 
helicopter operations, and cliff 
rescue in certain areas.

There has been a recent 
transition in local management, 
with a new full-time presence 
in the islands, assisted by 
fulltime management based 
in the Highlands. Meanwhile, 

the full-time post of area 
commander for Orkney is 
vacant, and is to be advertised.

In relation to the drive to get 
local people to come forward 
and join the organisation, Willie 
Neish, the coastguard station 
officer in Kirkwall, explained: 
“We have local teams who 
are called out when required 
to do cliff, water and search 
rescues. We assist our blue light 
colleagues in the police, fire 
and ambulance when requested.

“We are looking to recruit 
more locals to sustain this 
necessary, life saving service 
for our local communities.”

To find out more about the 
role of a coastguard rescue 
officer, the coastguard rescue 
service and how to join a team, 
you can contact your local 
coastguard area management 
team. Shetland and Orkney are 
classed as Area 1, therefore the 
email address to get in touch 
for information is: Area1@
mcga.gov.uk

There is also further 
information and news on local 
coastguard activity online on 
the new “HM Coastguard 
- Orkney” Facebook page 
and the “HM Coastguard-
Highland” Facebook page.

Health checks on offer at Scapa Scuba

Kirkwall harbour aerial. CTaylor

The Scottish fishing industry united last 
month, to press ministers to maximise 
the opportunities for the UK outside the 

Common Fisheries Policy, including the rapid 
adoption of solutions to major practical problems 
that would arise for processors if no deal is reached.

Leaders of the catching and processing sectors 
used a meeting with Secretary of State for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Theresa 
Villiers at Peterhead Fish Market to warn that 
if left unresolved, the issues could prevent the 
UK benefitting fully from leaving the Common 
Fisheries Policy.  

They relate to costs of export health certificates 
(EHCs) and the capacity of local authorities to 
provide them, labelling of seafood produce and 
access to labour. 

Elspeth Macdonald, chief executive of the 

Scottish Fishermen’s Federation, said that 
“without urgent action by the government to 
provide solutions” to the “very real practical 
problems facing the fish processors in a no deal 
scenario” any uplift the industry would get from the 
UK becoming an independent coastal state could 
be threatened.  

“Any supply chain is only as strong as its 
weakest link, and the catching and processing 
sectors have a shared interest in seeing proper 
measures put in place to provide clarity and 
certainty to seafood processing businesses,” she 
said.  

Jimmy Buchan, chief executive of the Scottish 
Seafood Association, said: “With potentially only 
40 days until the UK leaves the EU with no deal, 
the industry is facing a series of major impediments 
to the continued smooth export of seafood produce 
into the EU. 

“Despite lengthy discussions and promises of 
solutions, the government has not been able to re-
assure us that there will not be lengthy delays for 
trucks exporting fresh and live produce through 
Dover to Calais and a number of other routes onto 
the continent. 

“Such delays because of issues around EHCs 
and labelling could be fatal for some of the smaller 
processors in our industry. In addition, the lack of 
a commitment to ensuring the sector will continue 
to have access to the EU labour pool is seriously 
hampering forward planning.”

Fishermen’s leaders welcome 
PM’s plan for national strategy

Fisheries bodies push ministers 
for maximum Brexit benefits

Peter Duncan, Peterhead Port Authority and Elspeth 
Macdonald, chief executive of the SFF (left), make a 
point to Defra Secretary Theresa Villiers.

Representatives of the Scottish fishing industry with 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson.

SCOTLAND NEWS 
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n THE INQUIRY into the 
death of fisherman Scott Rennie, 
from Newton Stewart, concluded 
at Lerwick Sheriff Court on 
Friday 23 August.

Rennie died on the morning of 
23 June 2016 when he fell from 
the 21-metre long scallop dredger 
King Challenger (BA 87) while 
the vessel was fishing to the 
southwest of Scalloway. Giving 
evidence to the fatal accident 
inquiry, former deckhand Craig 
Hastings said that he saw Rennie 
being struck by the dredge bar 
while leaning over the dredging 
equipment facing the open water.

Hastings, giving evidence via 
video link from Dumfries, said: 
“I did see the bar hit him – not 
sure where.“The boat took a 
roll, not a bad roll really, but it is 
normal for the boat to roll when 
the gear is still moving due to its 
weight.” Being asked why his 
evidence to the inquiry differed 
from the witness statement he 
gave to the police immediately 

n FISHERMEN are warning 
Scottish and UK government 
ministers against an “ideological 
approach” to setting next year’s 
catch quotas for species such as 
cod.

The warning follows advice 
from the International Council for 
the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) 
that includes options of severe cuts 
in quotas for North Sea cod and 
other whitefish species.

Shetland Fishermen’s 
Association has issued a briefing 
paper that “dispels a series of 
myths” about North Sea cod and 
describes as “risible” the notion 
that it is endangered.

Executive officer Simon Collins 
said that the state of fish stocks 
warrants calm management rather 
than “blinkered dogmatism”.

ICES advice on fishing 
opportunities is that in order to 
achieve a maximum sustainable 
yield, catches in the North Sea, 
eastern English Channel and 
Skagerrak should be no more than 
10,457 tonnes – a reduction of 70 
per cent on this year’s TAC (Total 
Allowable Catch).

ICES, which issues scientific 
advice to the EU and coastal 
states, says that the amount of cod 
caught has increased since 2015, 
the spawning stock has decreased 
since 2015 and recruitment (the 
number of fish reaching a year 
old) “remains poor”.

Collins added: “The main point 
we are making is that cod is by no 
means in steep decline.

“There were more than 180 
million cod in the North Sea 
in 2018 – that’s three times the 
human population of the UK and 
three times more than the most 
common land animal, the field 
vole. 

“So to describe cod as 

‘threatened’ or ‘endangered’ or at 
risk of ‘extinction’, as many have, 
is risible.”

He added: “The second 
key point, from a fisheries 
management point of view, is that 
the baseline or reference point 
if you like, on which decisions 
about how much can or should be 
caught, is utterly meaningless.

“There was a huge upsurge 
in the cod stock in the 1960s 
and 1970s, for not wholly 
understood reasons, but this has 
never recurred. And decisions are 
being made about TACs in the 
misguided belief that we can get 
back to that size of a stock.

“We can’t control nature to turn 
the clock back, especially when 
other factors have altered, such 
as the concentration of the stock 
now in the northern North Sea 
rather than throughout the North 
Sea.”

The SFA paper says that all fish 
stocks vary in abundance over 
time, and the overall abundance 
of six principal whitefish species 
in the North Sea—the others 
being haddock, plaice, saithe, 
sole and whiting—has more than 
doubled in the last 20 years.

“The reality of the situation 
is that scientists are saying 
that North Sea cod is twice 
as abundant as it was a dozen 
years ago. Their advice to cut 
quotas has nothing to do with 
conservation and everything to do 
with a wholly unrealistic political 
objective,” said Collins.

“We are sick and tired of 
ideology getting in the way of 
sustainable fisheries management. 
As always, there is serious 
discussion to be had over catch 
quotas. But they have to be based 
on reality, not political targets 
plucked from thin air.” 

Whalsay welcomes first of three new pelagic trawlers

Contractors start work on Toft Pier

SHETLAND NEWS By Peter Johnson and Hans J Marter / Shetland News

n THE NEW pelagic trawler 
Adenia arrived at her homeport 
of Symbister on Friday 13 
September. 

The 70-metre vessel, built 
at the Astilleros Zamakona 
Shipyard near Bilbao, in 
Spain, was commissioned two 
years ago and has been built 
for skipper George William 
Anderson and crew.

The new vessel replaces the 
Adenia Fishing Company’s 
previous vessel with the same 
name, which has been sold to a 
Norwegian company.

Adenia is the first of 
three new commissions; all 
for Whalsay based fishing 
partnerships.

The new Zephyr was 
launched in Norway at the end 
of August and is expected to 
arrive in Whalsay later this 
month, with the replacement 
Charisma planned for delivery 
later in the year.

n WORK on the new 
Scalloway fish market is 
expected to conclude in 
December, councillors in 
Shetland were told at the end of 
August.

Shetland Islands Council’s 
(SIC) marine and airport 
infrastructure manager, Andrew 
Inkster told members of the 
harbour board that the transition 
to the new market is expected to 
take place in January 2020.

Work on the £5.6 million 
market has been undertaken 
by the Aberdeen based CHAP 
group and progress is ahead of 
schedule.

“Scalloway fish market has 

gone very, very well,” Inkster 
said.

A temporary chilled facility 
is still being used as a landing 
facility while the new market is 
being constructed.

Users remain “very pleased 
with these temporary landing 
arrangements”, Inkster said.

He added that CHAP “really 
have done an excellent job so 
far”.

Councillors were told last 
year that the SIC would have to 
fund the full cost of the project 
after a bid to the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund 
(EMFF) for half the bill was 
unsuccessful.

n THE DEMOLITION of 
Toft pier is now under way ahead 
of its redevelopment. Heavy 
machinery moved in early in 
September to initially clear the 
site. Shetland Islands Council 
has contracted Teignmouth 
Maritime Services from Devon 
to rebuild the pier as a “fit for 
purpose berthing facility for 
multi-use across aquaculture and 
fisheries sectors” after public 
access to the pier—deemed to 
be unsafe—was blocked off in 
December 2016. The £3 million 
project has attracted a one million 
pound contribution from the 
European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund (EMFF). The new pier is 
expected to be completed by the 
end of the summer next year.

  

Scalloway fish market due to 
be completed in December

Final day of 
inquiry into 
death of 
fisherman

Skippers urge ‘common-sense’ approach to cod quotas
after the event, Hastings said he 
had been under shock at the time 
and, suffering from flashbacks, 
it had only become clearer to 
him over time what actually had 
happened. Hastings said he had 
since stopped working on fishing 
boats and was earning a living as 
a taxi driver.

The fatal accident happened 
after the King Challenger hauled 
her gear and Scott Rennie went 
on the ‘tipping deck’ to unhook a 
damaged bag. A ‘tugging winch’ 
is supposed to secure the dredge 
gear tightly before the crew begin 
working on it. None of the crew 
were wearing life jackets at the 
time of the accident. Rennie 
was quickly spotted in the sea, 
and thanks to the bravery of 
fellow crewman Darren Rennie 
(no relation), who jumped into 
the 10 degrees cold water to get 
a line around his unconscious 
crewmate, Rennie was retrieved 
from the water. He died, 
however, without being revived 
despite a quick evacuation to 
hospital by helicopter.

A second witness, Paul Jones, 
confirmed Hastings’ version of 
events. He said he saw Rennie 
being struck by the bar. He also 
did not mention the dredge 
bar to the police when being 
interviewed by them on 23 

June 2016. Back in October 
last year and after two days of 
hearing evidence from a number 
of witnesses, the inquiry was 
adjourned because a possible 
additional contributory factor in 
the death of the fisherman had 
been identified. 

On Friday, the FAI also heard 
from skipper and fisheries 
technician Arthur Johnson, who 
works at the Scalloway-based 
NAFC Marine Centre, and who 
had been asked to give evidence 
to help the legal teams better 
understand how scallop dredging 
was carried out. 

An investigation by the Marine 
Accident Investigation Branch 

(MAIB), published in March 
2017, found that the 34-year old 
could have survived had he worn 
a lifejacket and if the crew had 
followed safe working practices. 

The inquiry heard last year that 
following the fatal accident the 
owners of the King Challenger, 
Kirkudbright based West Coast 
Sea Products, had made the 
wearing of lifejackets mandatory 
for its crewmen on all their 
vessels. Sheriff Ian Cruickshank 
is expected to publish his 
determination after procurator 
fiscal Rosie Cook and James 
Hastie QC, representing the 
company, have handed in their 
written submissions.

Cod

King Challenger

New Adenia 
arriving at Whalsay.
Image: Ivan Reid

Toft Pier demolition 
Image: Steven Spence
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UK NEWS Global speakers to headline future 
of our inshore fisheries conference

400 skippers & vessel owners were interviewed as part of the 2019 annual fleet survey

With Parliament back 
sitting, following 
the ruling that Boris 

Johnson’s suspension of Parliament 
early last month was unlawful, the 
UK’s Fisheries Bill is back on the 
table. 

Johnson’s suspension of 
Parliament last month meant that 
several key Brexit bills, including 
the Fisheries Bill, fell. 

Unless the government decides to 
carry them over, once Parliament is 

The Chair of the European 
Parliament’s Fisheries 
Committee and Liberal 

Democrat MEP, Chris Davies 
has slammed Boris Johnson for 
“ignoring realities” in his Brexit 
policy.

“Boris Johnson’s visit 
to Peterhead exposes the sheer 
hypocrisy of his Brexit policy,” 
he said. 

“His claims that Brexit will 
create new opportunities for 
fishermen pay no regard to the 
reality that the majority of fish 
we catch is sold in the European 
market. These sales will be at risk 
if we leave the EU with no deal.

“While he’s in Peterhead, the 
Prime Minister should explain 
to fishermen how he intends to 
transport fish to Boulogne in the 
event of No Deal. This “just-in-
time” supply chain means fish 
must be in France within 12 

Seafood lovers across the 
country will have the 
opportunity to get behind 

the fish counter and practice 
their filleting skills with a 
certified Master Fishmonger 
during this year’s Seafood 
Week (4th – 11th October). 
The open day sessions will be 
held at various, independent 
fishmonger shops across 
the UK. The initiative is 

Despite external factors 
such as fuel cost, 
weather and the political 

factors which mean profits have 
fallen slightly, the UK fishing 
fleet has seen a turnover of £1 
billion for a second year. 

The Economics of the UK 
Fishing Fleet 2018 report 
published by Seafish shows 
that turnover remained at the 
£1 billion mark while operating 
costs for the UK fishing fleet 
increased by 2% in 2018 
compared to 2017 (up from 
£743 million to £759 million.) 

The sector saw a total 
operating profit of £268 million 
– down 4% on the previous 
year. This is largely attributable 
to a marked increase in fuel 
costs, with average fuel price 
increasing by 19% to 50p 
per litre, although weather 
conditions such as the “Beast 
from the East” early in the year 
also caused a 5% reduction in 
the number of days at sea. 

Fishing income remained 
largely unchanged in terms of 
value at £978 million. A 5% 
increase in the average price 
of landings mitigated against a 
lower number of active vessels 
(down 3% to 4,512) and a 
5% reduction in total weight 
landed. 

As well as collating financial 
data, the survey also asked 
skippers and vessel owners to 
look ahead and consider their 
business in the future. There 
was a mixed response to the 
impact of the UK’s exit from 
the EU with some perceiving it 
as an opportunity while others 

This month, fishermen, 
industry leaders, policy 
makers, regulators and 

researchers will come together 
to hear from a global line-up of 
speakers at a major conference 
addressing the future of inshore 
fisheries management in the UK.

Speakers include a fourth 
generation fisherman involved 
in implementing a respected 
fisheries management solution 
in Canada. Wes Erikson from 
British Columbia will deliver 
the keynote address at the 
Future of Our Inshore Fisheries 
conference. Active in the fisheries 
advisory process for over 20 
years, Erikson was involved in 
developing and implementing 
the Commercial Groundfish 
Integrated Pilot Proposal. 
Embracing individual vessel 
allocations and sea monitoring 
for all fleets, the fishery has 
received international attention 
as a model of sustainable, 
accountable and responsible 
fishing practices.

Other speakers sharing their 
expertise and experience include 
Dr Ralph Townsend (Director 
of the Institute of Social and 
Economic Research, University 
of Alaska); Professor Linda 
Nostbakken (Professor of 
Resource Economics, Norwegian 
School of Economics); Paul 
Parker (Managing partner 
and president of Catch Invest 
and founder of the Cape Cod 
Fisheries Trust) and Fred Mattera 
(President, Commercial Fisheries 
Research Foundation, Rhode 
Island). UK industry leaders, 
regulators and agencies are also 
well represented by NFFO, 
Cefas, IFCAs and Seafish.

Commenting on the announced 
line-up Professor Michel Kaiser, 
Chief Scientist and Professor of 
Fisheries Conservation at Heriot-
Watt University and chair of the 
project steering group, said: “The 
speakers at the Future of Our 
Inshore Fisheries conference will 
give a truly global perspective 
and first-hand experience on how 
inshore fisheries can be managed. 
They will provide insights into 
how this might be achieved 
in UK fisheries, sharing much 
best practice and many possible 
solutions.

“Uniquely, this conference has 
strong representation from active 
fishermen who will bring their 
vital expertise, experience and 
thoughts as we discuss, reflect 
and consider ideas and proposals 
that have been stimulated by 
the international speakers at the 
event.

The conference, which is part 
of an ongoing project that aims 
to establish a blueprint for the 
management of inshore fisheries 
in the UK, will address the 

following themes:
• How should we define 

inshore fisheries?
• How to successfully deliver 

co-management in inshore 
fisheries?

• Spatial conflict and how to 
avoid it.

• How to provide for access 
and deliver business 
certainty.

• Delivering compliance 
outcomes.

• Enabling industry led 
science.

The conference will take place 
on 8-9 October 2019 in London.

Customers get the chance to get hands-on with fishmongers 
across the country

part of a national campaign, 
established to encourage the 
public to increase their seafood 
consumption in line with the 
recommended two portions per 
week. Budding professional 
fishmongers will also have the 
chance to use the open day 
to show off their skills and 
become certified under the 
Master Fishmonger Standard 
(MFS) (www.masterfishmonger.

co.uk). Those deemed worthy 
of certification by the Master 
Fishmongers, will join an elite 
list of fishmongers to receive 
their award at a ceremony held at 
the historic Fishmongers’ Hall in 
London (www.fishhall.org.uk). 

The schedule of open days is 
as follows:
• Wellgate Fisheries: Clitheroe 

– Fri 11 October
• Cross of York: York – 

Thursday 10 October
• GCH Fishmongers: Bedford 

– Wednesday 9 October
• W. Stevenson & Sons: 

Newlyn – Monday 7 
October

If you’re interested in taking 
advantage of the open day, 
email alison.freeman@fishhall.
org.uk. Tickets cost £5 and 
spaces are limited.

UK fishermen weather challenges to post solid performance 
with another billion pound year 

felt it was a potential risk to 
their businesses.

Commenting on the results 
Steve Lawrence, Economics 
Project Manager at Seafish 
said: “In the light of increasing 
operating costs and various 
factors largely beyond the 
control of the industry, these 
figures represent another solid 
year for the UK fishing fleet.

“Within this overall picture 
there are of course variations 
with some parts of the fleet 
performing better than others. 
Shellfish fishermen exporting 
to EU countries have benefitted 
from an average price per tonne 
increase by 42% since 2015, 
in part down to the drop in 
the pound/euro exchange rate, 
while longliners over 10m in 
length have suffered from a 
significant decrease in revenues 
due to a falls in the price of 
hake and a reduction in their 
landings per day at sea.

“This report is the major 
piece of research into the 
catching sector and helps 
both industry and government 
understand the economics of 
the sector and its impact on 
communities built around it. We 
are grateful to the skippers and 
owners who take the time to 
provide us with their data.” 

Researchers from Seafish 
interviewed around 400 
skippers and vessel owners 
about financial and operational 
performance and other factors 
including abundance of fish, 
access to quota, fuel price and 
the age and health of fishermen. 
The 2019 annual fleet survey 

UK Fisheries Bill back on the table
prorogued all bills making their way 
through Parliament are dropped. The 
Fisheries Bill, seen by many as one of 
the key Brexit bills especially in the 
event of a no-deal Brexit, was not one 
of the few pieces of legislation the 
government carried over.

What this essentially meant was 
that if the UK leaves the EU on 
October 31st without a deal, the 
government would have had nothing 
in place to deal with the allocation 
of fishing quotas or, indeed, the 

revocation of equal access for EU 
fishing vessels. 

Shadow fisheries minister, 
Labour’s Luke Pollard had said the 
bill was a “day one necessity” in the 
event of a no-deal Brexit, however, 
due to prorogation, there is now 
no chance of passing the necessary 
legislation by October 31st. This, 
he said, was “a betrayal of coastal 
communities”.

However, with Parliament now 
back, the Fisheries Bill still stands.began in July and continues 

until September and the results 
from that will be published next 
year. 

The full report, Economics of 
the UK Fishing Fleet 2018, can 
be downloaded from Seafish’s 
website, as can a full dataset 
providing the data broken down 

European Fisheries 
Chair slams Johnson’s 
hypocritical Peterhead visit

into fleet segments. Seafish 
will publish the sixth edition of 
Quay Issues, a magazine which 
explores the stories behind the 
numbers and shares examples 
of innovative ways to make 
the industry more profitable, 
efficient, safe and sustainable, 
later in the year.

hours of leaving Peterhead. 
That journey can only just be 
completed in time now – how 
does he suppose a massive 
border delay will solve that 
issue?” 

The MEP also highlighted 
that Johnson’s decision to 
prorogue Parliament would 
“kill off his own government’s 
Fisheries Bill, and control of 
British waters post-Brexit.”

“Coastal communities must 
understand that Brexiteers, and 
their policies, are not on the 
side of fishermen. They will use 
British fishing as a bargaining 
chip to strike any future trade 
deal,” he said. 

“They didn’t think twice 
about throwing parliamentary 
democracy under the bus – and 
they’ll do the same to the British 
fishing industry. There will be 
no winners.”

Wes Erikson

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie 
M: 00353 (0)86 8401250 T: 00353 (0)74 9548037 
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ISLE OF MAN NEWS By Michael Craine

n “I see no reason for Icelanders to be 
the only nation to take responsibility for 
this common fish stock,“ said Kristján 
Thor Júlíusson, Minister of Fisheries, when 
defending his decision to increase Iceland‘s 
mackerel quota this season from 108,000 tons 
to 140,000 tons. He reasoned that the latter 
figure amounts to 16.5% of the estimated total 
catch of mackerel this year which is 850,000 
tons, while the former figure constituted 
16.5% of the reference quota decided 
unilaterally by the EU, Norway and the 
Faroe Islands. This quota increase has caused 
an uproar within the European Union and 
Iceland has been accused of being greedy and 
irresponsible by the current Chairman of the 
European Parliament Committee on Fisheries 
(The Skipper, SEPTEMBER 2019).  

NEGOTIATIONS FAIL 

Ever since Iceland started fishing mackerel in 
2006, in the wake of an extensive migration of 
the species into Icelandic waters due to climate 
change, all attempts to negotiate a management 
deal have failed. At first, Iceland was not 
recognized as a coastal state by the other nations 
which hoped that the mackerel would retreat 
from Iceland as swiftly as it had appeared. That 
did not happen and in 2010 Iceland got a seat 
at the table.  At first, Iceland was offered 0.3%, 
then 3% and subsequently 6-7%. Iceland‘s 
share of the total catch during the period 2008-
2013 was on average 16.5%. In recent years, 
Iceland‘s claims have been based on that fishing 
experience but also on the fact that a fairly large 
part of the stock is harvested in Icelandic waters 
during summer. Iceland would probably be 
willing to settle for a lower share provided that 
Icelandic ships could fish part of their mackerel 
quota in the jurisdictions of the other nations 
in autumn and winter when the fish is more 
valuable as a product. 

EU/NORWAY/FAROE ISLANDS STAND 
TOGETHER

In 2014, the EU, Norway and the Faroe 
Islands reached a management agreement 
on the North East Atlantic mackerel fishery, 

which is still in force. These partners decide 
a reference quota each year of which the EU 
gets 49.3%, Norway 22.5% and the Faroe 
Islands 12.6%. A total of 15.6% is left for 
Iceland, Russia and Greenland to share among 
themselves. That is deemed unacceptable 
by the three nations given that Iceland‘s 
share alone in the total catch has been 
16.5%, Russia‘s share has been 10-11% and 
Greenland has become an active participant in 
the mackerel fishery in recent years.

OVERFISHING

The total mackerel catch has for a long time 
been way above scientific advice. The EU/
Norway/Faroe Islands reference quota has been 
above the scientists‘ recommendations and is 
furthermore disputed and therefore not adhered to 
by Iceland, Russia and Greenland.

This year the International Council for the 
Exploration of the Seas (ICES) recommended a 
total catch of 318,000 tons, down 42% from the 
previous year. The EU/Norway/Faroe Islands 
decided on 653,000 tons which is a 20% cut. This 
year‘s total real catch is estimated at 850,000 tons, 
almost three times the scientific advice.

FISH GONE ASTRAY

Understandably the traditional mackerel 
fishing nations, first and foremost Norway, 
Britain and Ireland, are not happy to see “their“ 
fish go astray and be caught by strangers who 
have no former fishing experience when it 
comes to this species. Icelandic authorities 
have, however, stated that according to 
international law Iceland has every right to 
catch fish that wanders into its territorial 
waters. 

STOCK IN DANGER OF COLLAPSING

Fortunately, overfishing of mackerel year 
after year for many years did not seem to have 
harmed the stock greatly. Recruitment was 
positive for quite a long time and new year 
classes in recent years offset the overfishing. 
But now, according to scientists, the stock 
is declining and, they warn, that if the 
recruitment fails repeatedly and overfishing 
continues the stock will eventually collapse. 
It is therefore in the interest of all parties to 
negotiate a sustainable management plan 
before it is too late. 

ICELAND NEWS By Gudjón Einarsson

THE NEVER-ENDING MACKEREL DISPUTE

INDUSTRY LEADER SAYS 
IOM NEEDS TO PUT 
PRESSURE ON DEFRA IN 
THE UK.

n Brexit is a ‘once in a 
generation chance’ for the 
Island’s fishing industry quotas 
to be reviewed. Dr David 
Beard, Chief Executive of 
Manx Fish Producers made 
the comments when discussing 
the future of the sector in 
relation to Brexit.

The Department of 
Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs in the UK is currently 
seeking evidence for the 
UK Government to create 
a national food strategy. Dr 
Beard says the Island’s fishing 
community, alongside Manx 
Government, needs to capitalise 
on this moment.

In the August issue of 

Hansard recording the Tynwald 
Court’s question time, Hon. 
Member of the Council, Miss 
August-Hanson asked what 
work was being undertaken 
to ensure an increased, and 
more diverse, stake in the UK’s 
prospective independent coastal 
state quota in the event of the 
UK’s exit from the European 
Union?

Geoffrey Boot MHK 
answered that as an independent 
coastal state, it is assumed 
the UK will expect a fair 
share of the resource within 
its territorial waters and 
renegotiate a reapportionment 
of fisheries quota to more 
accurately reflect fish stocks in 
UK waters (zonal attachment), 
unless negotiations on unrelated 
matters necessitate the status 
quo to be retained.

The Isle of Man would insist 

on a similar approach, with Isle 
of Man interests to be taken 
into account in any negotiations 
and arrangements regarding 
the allocation of quota (as a 
dedicated share of UK quota).

It is expected that any Manx 
share of quota agreed would 
closely reflect the species 
present in Manx waters and 
not be based on past landing 
history.

The Isle of Man calls for an 
increase in quota allocation 
which will:-
• Better reflect the status of 

Manx fish stocks;
• Allow the Isle of Man 

to manage and meet 
the requirements of the 
landings obligations within 
the Manx territorial sea and 
outside;

• Encourage and support 
diversification within the 

Manx fleet to fish inside 
and outside Manx territorial 
waters, taking pressure off 
scallop stocks;

• Continue to reflect current 
reciprocal arrangements. 

PRAWN TRAWLERS

n The two Manx prawn 
trawlers Polaris, PL193 and 
Alauna, PL187  have been 
fishing in the Clyde with good 
results. A large fleet of Northern 
Ireland prawn trawlers were 
also working the area, mainly 
berthing in Campbeltown. There 
has been very little action by 
prawn trawlers off the west 
coast of the island with only 
Illustris, B119 and Lucina Ann, 
B313, showing up in Peel. The 
guard vessel Heather Belle, 
N382 had a short visit into 
Douglas for stores.

MARYPORT TRAWLER 
RACE 

n Seven Manx fishing boats 
from Ramsey,  James Lee, 
RY 57; Ramsey Jak, RY161; 
Bonne Lass III, RY189; Enigma 
I, PL164; Constant Friend, 
PL168; Aluana, PL187 and 
Boy Shayne, PL777 joined the 
local fleet at this year’s annual 
Maryport Trawler Race on the 
3rd August. The vessels sailed 
around the course with many 
of the crew in fancy dress and 
the boats coated in a variety of 
bunting and flags. This event 
attracted a large crowd who 
lined the harbour area.  

The Department of the Environment, 
Food and Agriculture, (DEFA) 
announced that the majority of the 

licensed queenie trawl fleet were catching 
the last of the TAC which was allocated in 
June. The boats were working off Douglas 
and landing into Douglas, Port St Mary and, 
as the tide allowed, in Ramsey. The boats 
have continued to catch their weekly quota 
in a day or two at the most.  

A further review of the Isle of Man queen 
scallop fishery by DEFA was conducted and 
a decision for the continuing management of 
the 2019 fishery was shared with the Scallop 
Management Board. DEFA then announced 
that from Monday 19th August 2019 only 
the East Douglas area will remain open to 
licensed queen scallop fishing vessels, an 
area of around six square miles. All other 
areas of the territorial sea were closed to 
allow queen scallop stocks on these grounds 
to recover. Therefore fishing will continue to 
be permitted in the East Douglas area until:

• The catch rate has dropped from its 
current level of seven bags (35kg) per 
hour to a predetermined level which 
balances environmental and commercial 
considerations, OR,

• A revised trawl TAC of 557 tonnes 
is reached. This would have been the 
original TAC for 2019 if it hadn’t been 
reduced by 20%. (The TAC for 2018 
was 697 tonnes)

The DEFA decision will enable specific 
data collection aimed at improving future 
area management options for the fishery. 
DEFA worked closely with partners from 
the Scallop Management Board, Manx 

Fish Producers’ Organisation and Bangor 
University to conduct the review.

Geoffrey Boot MHK, DEFA Minister, 
said “Whilst we must close the rest of the 
territorial sea for this season, reported 
queen scallop catch in the East Douglas area 
since the 1st July has remained relatively 
high and we can therefore keep this area 
open to fishing until the catch rate suggests 
otherwise. Closing the rest of the territorial 
sea is not a decision taken lightly, and I 
hope both the industry and wider public will 
acknowledge that this is a decision being 
made for the future sustainability of the 
industry and our queen scallop stocks. As 
well as seeking feedback from the Scallop 
Management Board, we have also spoken 
directly with industry who have provided us 
with some useful suggestions which have 

been included as part of the review.”
The majority of the licensed queen scallop 

fleet have been working this area since the 
1st of July.

This increased quota was expected to 
last a couple of weeks, this was welcomed 
by all concerned and the longer it lasts 
the better. But the final call from DEFA 
came on Friday, 30th August when it was 
announced that the final two weeks of the 
queenie fishery would allow boats to only 
catch 22 bags per week. From Friday 13th 
September there will be no fishing for the 
majority of the Manx fleet, who will be tied 
up until November 1st. Devastating for all 
involved in the fishing industry – they have 
mortgages, rent, families to feed and with 
the school year starting in September, new 
uniforms to buy for their children. 

Increased queenie quota. But how long will it last when 
you have a mortgage and family to feed?

   Race results:

• 1st Chelaris, MT23 – 
skipper Shaun Humphreys.

• 2nd Alauna, PL187 – 
skipper Simon Morley.

• 3rd Bonny Lass III, PL189 – 
skipper Michael Inglesfield.

• Best Dressed Boat: Chelaris. 
• Best Dressed Crew: Sam 

Lewette II, MT123 – 
skipper Darren Southwell, 
with its Greatest Showman 
theme.

• Best Visiting Boat: Bonny 
Lass III, which had been 
taken over by Smurfs!

• Most Entertaining: Bonny 
Lass III.

Half of the money raised by 
the trawler race went to the 
Maryport Rescue Service, the 
other half went to Smile for 
Miley. 

The Rev Susan McKendry, in 
blessing the trawlers, spoke of 
the tragedy 10 years ago on July 
20th when a Maryport trawler, 
the Aquila, was lost at sea, 
costing the lives of skipper Tony 
Hayton, 45, Peter Hilton, 52, 
and Thomas Martin Sanderson, 
52. She said that fishermen 
were often away from home 
for long periods of time and 
became friends and brothers as 
well as colleagues. She blessed 
the trawlers in the race and for 

the time to come. At the end of 
her sermon, every one of the 
trawlers sounded their horns, 
which provided an emotional 
climax. 

MANX KING SCALLOPERS

n Four Manx boats have been 
dredging for king scallops in 
Scottish waters. Valonia, PL63 
and Lynn Marie, PL178 have 
been fishing out of Mallaig 
where they have also had work 
carried out by the shipyard. 
Shannon Kimberly, RY169 and 
Bonnie Lass III, RY189 have 
been working in the Clyde 
fishing out of Campbeltown. 

Peel queenie trawler, Venture Again PL39 waiting for the tide, Ramsey

Mackerel fishing in Icelandic water
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James Doyle’s new Gemini 
Catamaran, Bridie May WD 321, 
built and fitted out in Peterhead 
by Anderson Marine, made the 
trip home to Arklow early in the 
summer and is busy fishing for 
whelks off the East coast.

Images by Murt Media

Anderson Marine in Peterhead, Scotland supplies Cygnus, Kingfisher 
and Gemini Catamaran vessels to customers throughout Europe.

All vessels are supplied as hulls and kit form or fully fitted to 
sail away condition. To find out what options and packages 

Anderson Marine can offer you please contact us: 
+44 (0) 1779 477888    info@andersonmarine.co.uk

www.andersonmarine.co.uk

WISHING JAMES, GAVIN, DERMOT & 
FAMILIES EVERY SUCCESS WITH YOUR 

NEW VESSEL “BRIDIE MAY”  

Unit 18, Cessna Avenue, Airport Business Park, Waterford

Tel: 051 306017  E: sales@chpm.ie  W: www.chpm.ie

IRELAND’S MAIN DEALER

Congratulations 
to James, Gavin, 

Dermot, their 
families and 
crew on your 

new vessel 

Bridie May

T/A Hardware & Marine Supplies
Kilmore Quay | Co. Wexford. Phone: 053 9129791

Kehoe Marine Ltd.

shopsales@kehoemarine.ie | www.kehoemarine.ie

Congratulations to James, Gavin, 
Dermot, their families and crew on 

your new vessel “Bridie May”

A ONE STOP SHOP FOR 
ALL YOUR FISHING NEEDS

Processing Whelks for 30 years
Buyers of Whelk, Scallop, Shrimp, Lobster, 

Brown Crab, Velvet Crab, Winkles, Other Shellfish 
and Frozen On Board Prawns.

Sofrimar, Kilmore Quay, Co. Wexford, Ireland
Tel: +353 53 91 29660  Fax: +353 53 91 29699

Email: info@sofrimar.ie  Web: www.sofrimar.ie

CONGRATULATIONS TO JAMES, GAVIN, 
DERMOT, THEIR FAMILIES & CREW ON 

YOUR NEW VESSEL “BRIDIE MAY”. 

Sofrimar celebrating 40 years in business 1979-2019

NEW BOAT

NEW GEMINI CATAMARAN FOR ARKLOW’S 
FORT RANGER FISHING COMPANY

The Doyle family’s new An-
derson Marine built Bridie 
May steamed home from 

Peterhead to Arklow at the begin-
ning of the summer and, skipper 
d by Gavin Doyle, has recently 
joined the other two Doyle family 
boats—the Memorare and Fort 
Ranger—fishing whelks off the 
east coast.

The three boats, which are 
owned by James Doyle alongside 

his sons—Skipper Gavin and 
Dermot who is only coming back 
to fishing after a two decade long 
hiatus as a butcher—between them 
provide employment for between 
9 and 12 people, depending on the 
fishing.

The impressive Bridie May is 
the first new boat for the Doyles. 
Speaking to The Skipper on the 
pier in Arklow, James Doyle, who 
has been fishing from Arklow for 

more than thirty years, explained 
that they had made the decision to 
go for a new boat as they family 
wanted to expand the business.

“The timing was right,” James 
said, and with accountants Hughes 
Blake/ Bakertilly in Enniscorthy 
onboard to see them right, they 
went for it. 

And with the boat, the Doyles 
knew exactly what they wanted. 
Bar the electronics, Anderson 
Marine looked after the entire 
build. “The Gemini was the boat 
we wanted – she’s the Ferrari of 
boats,” said Gavin.  

With an overall length of 12 
metres, a beam of 5.1 metres and 
a draft of 1.5 metres, the Gemini 
G12 has plenty of deck space and 

plenty of room for some comforts.
Supplied by Watermota Ltd, 

the Bridie May is powered by 2 
x Doosan L136 8.1 ltr, 6 cylinder 
marine engines connected to 2 x 
D-I Industrial DMT 90 3.12: 1 
gearboxes. The vessel’s propulsion 
is supplied by Michigan props. All 
electrical work aboard the Bridie 
May was carried out by Peterhead 
Marine Electrics.

Steering gear aboard was 
supplied by Wills Ridley Steering. 
The windows and doors aboard 
were supplied by the UK’s lead 
supplier of marine windows — 
Seaglaze Marine Windows Ltd. 
Fuel tanks and water tanks were 
manufactured in house by Ander-
son Marine.

The Bridie May’s impressive 
electronics package was supplied 
by Johnnie Cluney Marine Elec-
tronics.

The full package supplied is as 
follows:
• 2 x GP39 Furuno GPS
• 2 x Icom m323g VHFs
• 1 x Maxsea timezero with 

Furuno bbds 1 (blackbox 
sounder) for bottom discrimi-
nation with navnet radar.

• 1 x Garmin echomap plus sys-
tem with sideview transducer 
for back up sounder.

• 1 x digital yacht ait1500 AIS
• 1 x Icom handheld.

The Doyles brought Johnnie 
over to Scotland to kit her out 

as they felt that if anything went 
wrong he’s just down the road in 
Waterford and they can just ring 
him up. “Johnnie has everything. 
He’s very good, he’s very neat,” 
said James.

“And Chris Hannon down in 
Waterford does the engines, stocks 
the Doosans, so he’ll be servicing 
her,” he said.

In terms of standout features, 
speaking to The Skipper, Chris An-
derson of Anderson Marine said, 
“she has a very large working deck 
area, it has a toilet and shower 
room, a well laid out wheelhouse, 
with seating area for two.”

And, indeed, it was with com-
fort and safety in mind that the 
Doyles chose the G12.

Gavin Doyle & son Jamie in wheelhouse

3 generations of Doyle’s on the Bridie May

WheelhouseEngine

James Doyle & crewman 
Nisar Hussain coming into Arklow
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The new lifeboat, Rita Daphne Smyth

Baltimore 
RNLI mark 
centenary 
of the life-
boat station 
by naming 
new Atlantic 
85 lifeboat 
Rita Daphne 
Smyth

Baltimore RNLI held a 
special ceremony on the 
North Pier on Sunday, 

September 8th which saw 
the station receive a Vellum 
(Inscription of thanks from 
the Institution) marking one 
hundred years of saving lives 
at sea and the naming the 
new Atlantic 85 lifeboat Rita 
Daphne Smyth. Crowds 
turned out to witness the 
occasion and acknowledge the 
service of the men and women 
who throughout the last ten 
decades have seen Baltimore 
RNLI launched 940 times and 
rescue 867 people.  

The new lifeboat was 
officially named exactly 100 

years on from the day the first 
lifeboat The Shamrock, arrived 
in the West Cork coastal village. 
It will work alongside the 
station’s All-Weather Tamar 
lifeboat, Alan Massey. The new 
inshore lifeboat has been funded 
by a generous legacy from the 
late Rita Daphne Smyth and 
replaces the station’s Atlantic 75 
class lifeboat Alice and Charles.

The Atlantic 85 is powered by 
two 115 horsepower engines and 
has a stronger hull and greater 
top speed than her predecessor. 
The added radar allows the 
crew to operate more effectively 
in poor visibility and she also 
has VHF direction-finding 
equipment. The vessel also has a 
manually operated self-righting 
mechanism which combined 
with inversion-proofed engines, 
keeps the lifeboat operational 
even after capsizing. The 
lifeboat can also be beached in 
an emergency without causing 
damage to its engines or 
steering gear. 

During the ceremony, Mr 
Hugh Tully, a member of 
the RNLI Irish Council and 
former Commodore of the 
Irish Naval Service, presented 
Coxswain Kieran Cotter with a 
100th anniversary velum. Kieran 
accepted the velum on behalf of 
all past and present members of 
Baltimore RNLI. On presenting 
the award Hugh recounted some 

of the outstanding rescues carried 
out by the lifeboat crew in 
Baltimore throughout the years. 

These included the 
Fastnet disaster of 1979 
where the Baltimore 
RNLI rescued the crews 
of Regardless and Marionette in 
force 10 winds and 40-foot 
seas. Other memorable callouts 
included the rescue of former 
Taoiseach, Charles Haughey, 
when his yacht Celtic Mist sank 
at Mizen Head in October 1985, 
the callout which saw the crew 
battling challenging conditions 
when a RIB capsized and sixty 
bales of cocaine were left in 
Irish waters and the Rambler 
rescue where seventeen crew 
were rescued from the upturned 
racing yacht.  

The lifeboat was accepted 
into the care of the station by 
Tom Bush, Lifeboat Operations 
Manager and was named 

from the end of the slipway 
by Richard Bushe, former 
Deputy Launching Authority 
and Honorary Secretary of the 
Baltimore Lifeboat station. 

Declan Tiernan, Chairman 
of Baltimore Lifeboat Station 
ran the proceedings and spoke 
about the changes at the station 
over the previous century. In 
his speech he paid tribute to 
all lifeboat crew who have 
been involved with Baltimore 
RNLI over the last one hundred 
years, “We recognise a lot of 
the names from the very first 
lifeboat crew as we have a lot 
of their descendants with us 
today. The one constant over the 
last one hundred years are the 
people who served as crew of 
the lifeboat. They were the same 
type of people who are here 
today, serving with the same 
dedication and commitment to 
saving lives at sea.”

HISTORIC ALL IRELAND OYSTER SAMPLING EVENT
FROM CLARINBRIDGE TO NEW YORK HARBOUR CUAN 

BEO CELEBRATED THE NATIVE OYSTER

An informal evening of 
tasting Native Oysters 
from around Ireland, 

reminiscing about the early 
years of The Clarinbridge 
Oyster Festival, and learning 
about Cuan Beo took place 
in the Festival marquee, 
Clarinbridge, Galway on 
Thursday 12th September. 

Local fishermen, people 
from the surrounding areas and 
visitors enjoyed an evening 
of entertainment and seafood 
with archive film footage 
of the Festival courtesy of 
RTÉ, panel type discussions, 
storytelling, and science that 
informed the community about 
the importance of the oyster in 
the past, outlined the present 
situation and framed a vision 
for the future. 

There was a cookery demo 
that included traditional 
recipes about making brown 
bread and preparing ‘angels on 
horseback’ (oysters wrapped 
in bacon) and a moving recital 
of Seamus Heaney’s ‘Oyster’ 
whereby Willie Moran from 
Morans on the Weir had 
brought the handwritten 
framed poem from the 
restaurant for the Event.  

The Billion Oyster Project 
based in New York were 
also involved in the event 
with footage shown of their 
exciting initiative and the 
positive role the Oyster is 
having on their Harbour. Cuan 
Beo touched on the Native 
Oyster Restoration Project 
taking place in Galway Bay 
with a talk by Dr Oliver 
Tully and Zoe Holbrook 
travelled from the Solent in 
the UK to discuss their Oyster 
restoration project as part of 
the Blue Marine Foundation.

The highlight, however, was 
the seafood!

A spectacular spread on a 
silver mirror was created by 
Paddy Burkes which included 
local mussels and clams. 
Then there was the parade 
and presentation of the Native 
Oysters from the 6 Irish 

Bays: Tralee, Lough Swilly, 
Connemara, Clew Bay, Lough 
Foyle and Clarinbridge. It is 
believed that this could be 
the first time that there has 
been a ‘side by side’ tasting 
comparison of the Native 
Oysters from around Ireland. 

“RTÉ film footage from 
1962 of Paddy Burke talking 
about the Oyster and the local 
fishing, combined with the 
seafood and the presentation 
of the Native Oyster made the 
event a very special occasion,” 
commented Diarmuid Kelly, 
Chairman, Cuan Beo. 

“Central to the aims of 
Cuan Beo is connecting the 
public with their surroundings 
and encouraging them to learn 
more about protecting the 
marine environment which 
is vital to the survival of the 
oyster into the future.”

Im
ag

e 
by

: M
A

R
K

U
S 

VO
ET

TE
R

Tralee Bay Oysters. Image: Cuan Beo

FACT FILE
SKIPPER(S) Gavin Doyle
REGISTRATION WD 321
HOMEPORT Arklow
FISHING FOR Whelks
CREW 3
OWNER(S) James Doyle 
and sons, Gavin and 
Dermot Doyle
COMPANY Fort Ranger 
Fishing company
VESSEL TYPE Gemini G12 
Catamaran
BUILD YEAR 2019
BOATYARD Anderson 
Marine
LENGTH 12 metres
BEAM 5.1 metres
DRAFT 1.5 metres

“She has plenty of room and 
she’s well equipped,” said James. 
The vessel has also already proven 
her seakeeping abilities and deals 
unbelievably well in a big swell, 
said Gavin.

The comfortable accommodation 
for the skipper and crew on the 
Bridie May boasts a shower room, 
4 berths, and kitchen kitted out with 
an over and microwave, the lot.

2 fish rooms provide ample 
storage for the Doyle’s catch, which 
they sell directly to Sofrimar who 
they are very happy with and have 
a great relationship with. The pots 
onboard were supplied by Boxmore 
Plastics, John Morgan supplied a 
whelk riddle and a few other bits 
and pieces, safety equipment by 
Swan Net-Gundry, ropes by Swan 
Net and Kehoe Marine in Kilmore 
Quay.

Speaking to The Skipper, Chris 
Anderson of Anderson Marine con-
gratulated James, Gavin and Der-
mot and said, “Jimmy Doyle and 
his sons were excellent to deal with. 
They were very understanding and 
knew exactly what they wanted.”

“Jimmy,” he said, “is an absolute 
gentleman to deal with.”

The Doyles said they were very 
happy with the build and the work 
that Chris had done.

Talking about fishing and the fu-
ture James said, “We’re after a good 
couple of years the last few years,” 
said James. “Prices went up, but 
they’ve dropped back a little in the 
last month. If they didn’t drop back 
anymore it would be fine it would 
be alright,” he said.

The other boats, though they are 
fishing them are getting old and so, 
said the Doyles, who knows – if 
they get on well with the Bridie 
May they might set their sights on 
another Catamaran in the future!

The Skipper team would also 
like to take the opportunity to wish 
James, Gavin, Dermot, their family 
and crew every success and safe 
fishing with the Bridie May.

Fort Ranger & Memorare with Bridie May in background, Arklow pier

Large Deck

Crewman Nisar Hussain
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NEW BOAT

ADENIA

The new Adenia tackled 
some harsh weather on her 
passage from Astilleros 

Zamakona’s yard in Pasaia, first 
to Killybegs to pick up gear, and 
thence to Whalsay.

Skipper George Anderson, 
who is in partnership with his 
sons Stuart, Josie and Michael 
and fishing agents LHD, said 
that Adenia took the side-on bad 
weather, blowing to 30 knots 
on the first leg and 40 on the 
second, in her stride.

He was well pleased with 
her sea-keeping ability and the 

NEW ADENIA STARTS FISHING AFTER 
ARRIVING HOME VIA KILLYBEGS

A WHALSAY 
family fishing 
partnership 
recently took 
delivery of a 
new pelagic 
trawler which 
replaces another 
of the same 
name. 

IMAGES SUPPLIED BY IVAN REID AND ZAMAKONA.

Boat

Islands Brygge 26, 2300 København S, Denmark | 
T: +45 3332 3997 | info@atlanticship.dk | www.atlanticship.dk  

ATLANTIC SHIPPING A/S would like to congratulate George, 
Ruby, family & crew with their new vessel “ADENIA” 

Doddie Polson presents George 
with a lucky bottle of whiskey after 
he boards

George and wife Ruby in the 
skippers seat after the Adenia 
berthed in Symbister harbour

View of the Adenia’s Wheelhouse from the Skipper’s seat

FACT FILE ADENIA
SKIPPER George Anderson
REGISTRATION LK 193
HOMEPORT Whalsay
CREW 12
COMPANY Adenia Fishing Ltd.
VESSEL TYPE Mid water 
trawler
BUILD YEAR 2019
BOATYARD Zamakona
DESIGN Saltship
LENGTH O.A 69,90 m
LENGTH BETWEEN PP 61,80 m
BEAM, MOUNDED 15,60 m
DEPTH MAIN DECK 9,50 m
FISH TANKS 2.200 m3
FUEL OIL 450 m3
FRESH WATER 50 m3
HYDRAULIC OIL 10 m3
LUB OIL 24 m3

By Peter Johnson
general quality of the ship, the 
first RSW tank ship, he believes, 
built by Zamakona since the 
Taits’ Ocean Venture and Ocean 
Crest some years ago.

Work on Adenia started at the 
Basque shipyard in February 
2018. She should have been 
completed in July this year but 
a national steel shortage put 
the skids on the timetable and 
further delays with crane supply 
and completing the wiring meant 
she never got back on schedule.

Skipper Anderson said: “It 
took a while to get what we were 
wanting but she is good. She 
seems to be a fine sea boat. Very 
simple and easy to work and she 
is a bit more modern than our 
other boat.

“We lost two months early 
on in the building and we never 
caught that up. But she was 
not that late at all. In the last 
two weeks there was a lot to be 
done.”

The new boat cost about £23 
million and is just under 70m 
long overall and at 15.6m beam 
is two metres wider than the old 
Adenia. The previous Adenia 
was sold to Norwegian owners.

Proceeds from that sale went 
into the new vessel and the 
Clydesdale Bank provided a 
“good” financial package for the 
rest of the balance.

“If the price of the fish bides 
up and the stocks bides as 
healthy as they are just now, 

we should not be just too long 
getting her on the right footing,” 
said Anderson. 

“We are hoping for a good 
season. The price of the herring 
is up just now and mackerel is 
looking like a very good price 
for it.”

Anderson said that the deal 
with Zamakona was signed after 
a number of options had been 
considered including various 
yards in Norway and Denmark. 
The Norwegian yards were all 
trying to complete hulls from 
the same yard in Poland, which 
meant the Polish yard could not 
deliver on time, and the new 
Charisma, another Whalsay 
based pelagic trawler to be 
delivered later this year, pipped 
the Adenia to the available slot 
in Denmark, so the partners kept 
looking further afield.

They wanted a yard that could 
complete the whole job from 
laying the keel to finishing her 
off and that narrowed the options 
to Turkey and Spain. Going by 
the rule of nearest first, they 
went to Zamakona’s Bilbao yard 
and Pasaia.

The yard was evidently old 
but it had all the equipment 
and material needed in good 
order, better than some of the 
Norwegian yards, so the deal 
was signed shortly after in 
Aberdeen.

“They could build her and 
finish her and that was exactly 

what we were looking for,” said 
Anderson. “I am happy enough 
with her. She will see my boots 
off I doubt.”

The vessel was launched in 
July and she was handed over 
in August. She left Spain on 7 
September and was in Killybegs 
two-and-a-half days later. 
Setting sail for Shetland on 11 
September she arrived and at 
Symbister, Whalsay, on Friday 
13th.

Adenia’s 12 crew were 
spooling trawl wire and loading 
other stores when we visited. 
Since then she has undergone 
fishing trials, with technicians 
from the yard and various 
suppliers on board to make sure 
everything was working right.

With everything in order, she 
has just begun her first herring 
trip before the mackerel begins 
at the start of November.

Fish quality is everything 
nowadays, especially where the 
Japanese buyers who pay tops 
are concerned. 

“The quality and type of 
mackerel you are catching is 
what makes a difference to the 
price,” said Anderson.

With a refrigerated seawater 
system whose two 900kW 
chilling plants can take 1,200 
tonnes of seawater from 12 
degrees to minus 1.5 in four to 
six hours, specially designed 
pumping systems and improved 
trawl gear, that quality can be 
supplied like never before.

“Your boat is not so low in the 
water now so you can make a 
better passage with it – kinder on 
the fish,” said Anderson.

The ship has a 2,250 cubic 
metre tank capacity and would in 
practice take a maximum of 1,700 
or 1,800 tonnes of mackerel or 
maybe 1,500 to 1,600 tonnes of 
herring in a landing. 
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Contact: 074-9741498 / 087-2347601
www.ktnets.ie  danny@ktnets.ie

THE MANAGEMENT & STAFF OF KT NETS WISH 
GEORGE, RUBY, FAMILY & CREW GOOD LUCK & 
CONTINUED SUCCESS WITH THE NEW ADENIA.

ADENIA

saltship.com

Congratulations 
to George, 

Ruby, 
family & crew 
with their new 

“ADENIA”

Congratulations to George, Ruby, family & crew with your new vessel “ADENIA”. 

We welcome you to us with your catch. www.sperrefish.com

WISHING 
CONTINUED 
SUCCESS TO 
GEORGE AND 

CREW ABOARD 
THE NEW 

ADENIA
LHD LIMITED:  FISHING VESSEL OWNERS & MANAGERS, 5 ALEXANDRA BUILDINGS, LERWICK, SHETLAND, ZE1 0LL 

TEL: +44 (0)1595 693768 | FAX: +44 (0)1595 695323 | WEB: www.lhdlimited.co.uk

WORKING WITH YOU FOR THE FUTURE

ADENIA

Radio Shetland did its live broadcast from the Adenia’s wheelhouse7000hp Main Engine

Two new trawl nets from KT 
Nets were taken on board in 
Killybegs and one of Adenia’s 
old nets was taken on board in 
Lerwick.

A set of 7,5m2 Tornado trawl 
doors were supplied by Vónin. 

Adenia has been designed 
with a stern fish pumping system 
and while the old ship was retro-
fitted with similar, the lessons 
learned and improvements from 
that system have been applied 
from the start.

Her winch package—trawl 
winches, net drums, tail-line 
winch and lifeline winch—came 
all from Rapp MacGregor while 
the cranes are from Karmoy.

The fish pump and fish 
handling system were provided 
by Seaquest in Ireland while the 
freezing plant and pump ashore 
is from MMC. 

H Williamson & Sons 
of Scalloway supplied the 
wheelhouse equipment with 
Simrad sonars and echo 
sounders, three Furuno radars, 
a TimeZero plotter, a Sodena 
plotter, an Olex 3-D plotter, and 
commissioned the electronics. 

The vessel is powered by a 
Bergen 7,000hp main engine 
which normally powers 
everything while she is at 
sea and fishing. Two Yanmar 
auxiliary engines take care of 
landing power, though they can 
power systems at sea if need be. 
A harbour set provides power 
while she is berthed.

Extra manoeuvrability for 
coming alongside and fishing 
operations is provided by 
fore and aft 900kW Brunvoll 
thrusters.

Adenia will be fishing 
with all 12 crew on each trip. 
Skipper Ivor ‘Fred’ Polson will 
be taking turns at the wheel 
with Anderson, while Stuart 
Anderson also holds a skippers’ 
ticket and will take a turn at the 
helm when needed. 

Another Anderson, Josie, 

is one of the Adenia’s three 
engineers along with Raymond 
Fraser and chief engineer Brian 
Laurenson, whose daughter 
was marrying on Friday, 20 
September, another cause for 
celebration in Lerwick.

The crew can enjoy cabins 
of the quality that pelagic 
fishermen are treated to these 
days. There is also an onboard 
gym and a sauna for the crew’s 
enjoyment.

As typical of pelagic trawlers 
these days, the ship is very 
spaciously laid out whether that 
is the wheelhouse, wet and dry 
changing areas or the engine 
compartment.

Cook Michael Anderson is 
delighted with the layout of his 
galley which contains a steam 
cooker that can be linked to 
the internet for recipes and 
an induction hob as well as a 
gimbal-mounted frying pan.

The surfaces, he says, are 
much easier to clean than the 
stainless-steel fittings than on 
the previous ship. When not 
served out of the pot, meals can 
be left in a Bain Marie in the 
mess room, which has a table 
big enough for the whole crew, 
though there would be room for 
two tables.

Speaking of the impressive 
build, Luis Magro of Zamakona 
told The Skipper: “Building 
a new vessel required a high 
degree of cooperation between 
shipowner, designer and yard. 
George and the rest of his team 
have been approached the 
project in a very practical way 
and the process becomes smooth 
and easy going. 

“ADENIA-SALTSHIP-
ZAMAKONA worked in perfect 
harmony to provide George a 
state of the art pelagic trawler.”

The Skipper team would like 
to take the opportunity to wish 
George, Ruby, his family, and 
crew every success with the new 
Adenia. 

Adenia Messroom Engine controlroom
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The seaquest fish pump situated up on the port quarter ready for over the stern 
fish pumping

Family members onboard Adenia with Doddie Polson

SEA QUEST

Skagen
57° 43’ 17” n  
10° 35’ 54” e

HanStHolm
57° 7’ 24” n 
8° 37’ 22” e

 

Congratulations

FF Skagen hoist the flag for Frank Doherty’s amazing  
vessel ... and welcomes the new Western Viking and the crew   
in Hanstholm and Skagen - two strong positions for fish.
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FF Skagen hoist the flag for George Anderson’s amazing vessel 
and welcomes the new ADENIA and the crew in 
Hanstholm and Skagen - two strong positions for fish.

KONGSBERG PACKAGE

The Adenia’s main engine 
was supplied was 
Kongsberg

Engine type: B33:45L9P
Number of cylinders: 9
Engine speed: 750 r/min
Mean piston speed: 11.2 m/s
Max. continuous rating (MCR): 
5400 kW*
Mean effective pressure 
(BMEP): 25 bar
Specific fuel oil consumption 
(SFOC): 176 g/kWh**
Specific lubricating oil 
consumption: 0.8 g/kWh
Cooling water temp. engine 
outlet: 90°C

* Engine ratings are according 
to ISO 3046/1. The above 
figures are based on conditions 
at maximum 45°C ambient air 
temperature and
maximum 32°C sea water 
temperature.
** SFOC is based on MDO with 
a net calorific value of 42.7 MJ/
kg and no engine driven pumps, 
at 85% engine load. At 100% 
engine load,
the SFOC will be 177 g/kWh. 
If engine driven pumps are 
attached, please add 1 g/kWh for 
each engine driven pump

SEAQUEST SYSTEMS PACKAGE

SeaQuest Systems were contracted by Adenia Fishing Ltd. 
to supply their crane and fish pump packages for the new 
Adenia. The package supplied by the Killybegs company 

includes: 

• 2 x SeaQuest 24” Fish Pumps
• SeaQuest 20” Pump Thru Fish Hose Reel
• SeaQuest Hydraulic Hose Reel with added Guide on
• All Fish Hose & Fish Hose connections inc 20” Stainless Steel 

swivels

Hydraulic pump room

Family and well wishers going onboard after the Adenia arrives into Symbister

CONGRATULATIONS 
to Owners & Crew with the 
new Vessel! 
We are delighted and proud for delivering
a full range of hydraulic deck machinery to this 
New Pelagic Trawler owned by Adenia Fishery 
Company, Shetland.

  “Adenia” 

Phone +44 (0) 1779 490044
sales.peterhead@macgregor.com
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM PBP SERVICES

Wishing every success and safe fishing to George, 
Ruby, family & crew with the new ADENIA. 

Working throughout UK, Ireland and Denmark

 Tel: 00353-74 9731180  Email: enquiries@swannetgundry.com  www.sng.ie

CONGRATULATIONS TO GEORGE, RUBY, FAMILY & 
CREW WITH YOUR NEW VESSEL “ADENIA”.

WISHING YOU SAFE & SUCCESSFUL FISHING

THE ADENIA

PATENTED

FLOW BOOSTER

5 FOILS

Wishing George, Ruby, family and crew 
every success with the new Adenia 

The Adenia has been 
kitted out with a set of 
7,5m2 Vonin Tornado 

trawl doors. Different and 
innovative, the pelagic trawl 
door’s design incorporates 
five foils and the revolutionary 
Flow Booster which is 
patented.  

Developed to increase water 
flow through the foils, the 
Flow Booster has proven to 
generate extremely high lift, 
demonstrating some of the 
most impressive figures for any 
trawl door on the market. 

It’s a fact that Vónin’s 
customers have been able to 
reduce their trawl door size 
by an average of 25% when 
switching to Tornado trawl 
doors, providing a significantly 
lower drag. 

Flexibility is also one of the 
Tornado design’s key points. 
The angle of attack (AoA) 
can range from as low as 21 
degrees, all the way up to 48 
degrees and therefore the same 
set of doors can be used for 
a variety of trawl sizes and 
across a range of fisheries.

Tornado doors work well 
up in the surface as well as 
performing close to the sea bed. 

Also on shallow waters, they 
have proven to be very efficient 
and stable. These doors have 
also been shown to work 
across the range of towing 
speeds, from 1.5 knots and up 
to 5 knots, and have been used 
successfully with both parallel 
and V-rig configurations, 
depending on the skipper’s 
preference.

These trawl doors are 
exceptionally stable. Even 
when making sharp turns, the 
Tornado doors maintain their 
spread and keep the trawl open. 

A feature which skippers 
also have expressed great 
satisfaction over is how easy 
and quick the Tornado doors 
are to shoot. As soon as the 
doors hit the water the Flow 
Booster kicks in and the doors 
start spreading, and submerge 
immediately as the wire is shot 
away. 

VÓNIN also sees the critical 
importance of the strength 
of the product, and for this 
reason, the Tornado doors 
are constructed using high-
quality Strenx steel, with fully 
welded seams on all joints and 
all welding procedures are 
certified.

VÓNIN PACKAGEBRUNVOLL PACKAGE

The Adenia is equipped 
with Brunvoll propulsion, 
manoeuvring and control 

system. 

Brunvoll is proud supplier of: 

• Propulsion system:
• Reduction gear ACG 950K, 

5400 kW
• Propeller CP95, 4000 mm 

propeller diameter

• Thruster system:
• Bow: Tunnel thruster 

FU63, 960 kW, 1750 mm 
blade diameter

• Stern: Tunnel thruster 
FU63, 960 kW, 1750 mm 
blade diameter

• Control System:
• Propulsion control system 

Neptune II
• Thruster control system 

Triton CPT

KARMOY WINCH AS PACKAGE

Karmoy Winch AS 
delivered three cranes, 
all delivered with one 

portable radio remote control 
panel, to the Adenia:

• One deckcrane with a 
lifting capacity 4 ton on a 
max reach of 14,5 metre.

• One fishpump crane with 
a lifting capacity 5 ton on 
max reach of 10 metre from 
mid. crane foundation. 
The crane was delivered 
also with one netroller that 
has inner dia. on the roller 
600mm and length of roller 
1160mm. This netroller 

has pull capacity 2,5 ton 
on a maximum reach of 
9,5 metre from mid. crane 
foundation.

• One Trawl working crane 
that has lifting capacity 4 
ton on a maximum reach 
of 12,4 metre from mid. 
crane foundation. This 
crane was also delivered 
with one netroller that has 
inner dia. on the roller 
600mm and length of roller 
1160mm.This netroller 
has pull capacity 2,5 ton 
on a maximum reach of 
11 metre from mid. crane 
foundation.

MMC Fish vacume pump

Aft newt deck

Adenia wheelhouse office

H WILLIAMSON & SON’S PACKAGE

RADARS
DRS6A-NXT (integrated with 
Timezero plotter)
Furuno FAR2228-BB
Furuno FAR2238S-NXT-BB

ACOUSTIC
Simrad SN92H split beam forward 
looking sonar                                                                
Simrad SC90 medium frequency 
sonar                                                                                       
Simrad SU94 low frequency sonar                                                                                               
Furuno CI68-BB current indicator 
Simrad ES80 38KHz split beam 
sounder                                                                                     
Simrad ES80 120Khz Split beam 
sounder                                                                                    
Simrad ES80 200Khz split beam 
sounder                                                                                     
Simrad ES80 dual processors                                                                                                                       
Kongsberg MRU-3 motion 
reference unit
DFF1 UHD sounder for Timezero 
+ CM265 transducer
Scanmar trawl monitoring system, 
doors, 2x trawl eye, 4x catch, depth
Wesmar TCS385-300 complete 
with spare head
S/S trawl block
3000m steel trawl sonar cable

NAVIGATION
Furuno GP170 GPS x2
Furuno SC-70 Satellite Compass
Furuno FA170 AIS
Dual Simrad GC80 Gyro c/w 
operating panel 
Furuno RD33 remote display 
(steering flat)
Simrad GC80 compact gyro #3
Simrad AP80 autopilot, dual 
head, dual AD80 output, 4x QS80 
quickstick
Sodena Plotter, AIS, ARPA, Tides, 
ENC charts 
Olex Plotter, HT module, AIS, 
ARPA, GRIB, full charts
Timezero plotter with full charts
TECDIS T-2138B dual BB 
processor

COMMUNICATIONS
GMDSS
Sailor 6310 Series DSC R/T 
Sailor RT6222 DSC VHF 
Furuno Felcom 18 Sat C

Furuno NX700B Navtex
Entel HT649 GMDSS Handheld 
VHF x3
Jotron 60S GPS EPIRB
Tron SART20 x2

NON GMDSS
Dual Turbosailor VSAT - 
4Mb/1Mb data
VSAT VOIP, 1 w/house DECT 
phone, 1x ECR DECT phone
Iridium Sat Phone
Sailor 6248 VHF x2, 6204 remote 
control unit on bridgewings
Icom F5022 VHF 
Icom F6022 UHF 
Peitel GSM Bridge Phone 
Peitel GSM ECR Phone
Deck Comms - Icom F1000 PMR 
VHF c/w stubby antenna x12
2x 6-way charger
Fire fighters Entel HT983 UHFs x2
CMP950HD fistmike x2

MISCELLANEOUS
Bridge PC 
Engineroom PC
2x Neovo LW-24E monitor
2x Network printer
Marel M2200 Scale with pelagic 
sampling software
Seatel 120 Sat TV 
 5x24 Triax multiswitch
Gill wind display and ultrasonic 
anemometer
Furuno BR500 BNWAS
2X BR560 motion sensor unit, 1x 
BR530 timer reset unit, 2x BR540 
cabin panels
3G/4G/wifi router, c/w 2 antennas 
and cable
VMS - owners supply

ENTERTAINMENT
14x 43” Samsung Freesat: (Cabin 
TVs, 1x gym)
1x Skipper Cabin TV 55” Sony
1x TV room  65” Sony
Sonos Playbar
Sony Blueray player
Monitors
4x 24” Hatteland X-Series display
19x 26” Hatteland X-Series 
display
2x Hatteland remote dimmer (one 
lower console, one upper console)

K.T. NETS PACKAGE

Killybegs’ K.T. Nets—a 
company that has 
gone from strength to 

strength since its’ foundation 
in 2003 and now boasts orders 
that have gone as far afield 
as South America and the 
East Coast of the USA and 
regularly supply Irish, Scottish 
and Danish customers—
supplied the Adenia’s new 
gear package.

 Speaking to The Skipper, 
Danny Gallagher of K.T. Nets 
said that they were very proud 
to have been chosen to supply 

the new gear package to the 
Adenia, which includes 2 x 
1280 metre circumference 
Mackerel Trawls made from 
ENKALON NYLON, with 12.8 
metre and 6.4 metre meshes 
incorporating ‘’CAPTO’’ and 
‘’COMBI-TWIST’’ in the front-
end with 8-panel Back-Ends, 
alongside lifeline, ancillary 
items, spares for nets and a 
70metre 8-panel wide brailer. 

Danny also said that K.T 
Nets were looking forward to 
working with George and the 
Adenia again in the future. 

KT Nets supplying the Adenia
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Engine reliability

CJC® Oil Filters installed on-board
“FIONA K III on: 

• Diesel Fuel
• Engine Lube Oil
• Hydraulic Systems

Save your injectorsAvoid dirty
diesel tanks

Let us help you with 
your oil related issues

CONTACT 
Jan Foged

Bacteria growth 
- risk of blockage 

of in-line filters

C.C.JENSEN Ireland
086 82 71 508  -  www.ccjensen.ie - jfp@cjc.dk

Fuel is often not as clean as 
you might think. Although the 
EN590 standard determines 

the acceptable fuel contamination 
level in mg/kg and water content in 
ppm, fishing vessels using MGO / 
MDO EN590-certified fuel still risk 
breakdown from contamination. 
That’s because EN590 does 
not specify how the remaining, 
“acceptable” contamination is 
distributed in the fuel by particle 
size distribution, says Jan Foged, 
C.C.JENSEN filtration expert and 
Technical Advisor / MLA I&II 
in Ireland. Therefore, a low mg/
kg level can still indicate a high 
number of very small particles of 
contamination in the fuel. 

“These particles accelerate wear 
and tear, often resulting in injector 
leakage or pump damage. Water 
contamination, which includes water 
ingress from condensation, can 
also cause bacteria growth, causing 
blockages of filters and injectors 

MGO / MDO EN590-certified fuel –
no guarantee for reliable engine operation

as well as creating corrosion and 
cavitation – ultimately, jeopardizing 
uptime,” says Jan Foged.

However, there is more to 
consider. As a by-product of the 
refining process and a natural 
consequence of the fuel degradation 
processes modern diesel, contain 
asphaltenes, paraffins and resin. 
These are commonly known as 
organic debris, but in daily language 
referred to as tar/asphalt, wax, sludge 
and diesel bugs. Most of the organic 
debris are acidic and will cause 
corrosion of injectors, pumps and 
tanks. It will block your injectors, 
affect combustion and eventually 
clog in-line filters. In short, it will 
ruin your engine.

What’s more, he adds, in the 
supply chain there exist the risk that 
various batches of fuel are mixed, 
meaning that sometimes the fuel 
itself is not even in strict accordance 
with the EN590 standard. 

We noticed an increased usage 
of ultra-low sulphur diesel. Due to 
the refining process, the ultra-low 
sulphur diesel has less lubricity 
efficiency. Lubrication is essential to 
reduce friction in components like 
pumps, injectors and valves. This 
means even higher requirements for 
clean diesel fuel.

What can go wrong where?

Poor quality fuel can have 
undesirable consequences related 
to virtually every aspect of an on-
board fuel system. When the vessel 
receives new fuel, for example, the 
unknown distribution of small and 
large particle sizes creates the risk of 
a high contamination level. New fuel 
can also be contaminated with water. 
Such risks carry over to fuel storage 
as well. As fuel degrades due to the 
presence of water, asphaltenes and 
contamination, the risk of bacteria 
growth in tanks increases. Tanks, 
pipelines, injectors and filters can 
all get blocked with diesel bacteria 
sludge. Water/contamination in fuel 
can corrode system components, 
cause cavitation in fuel pumps, 
wear on injector seats and promote 
microbial growth.

Moreover, in worst-case scenario, 
engine uptime and fishing operation 
are jeopardized by leakage/blockage 
of injectors, damage to the fuel pump 
and block fuel filters – all because of 
bad quality fuel.

What causes water 
contamination?

The primary cause of water 
contamination in a diesel fuel 
storage system is condensation. 
“Fuel tanks will breathe in 
moisture-laden air, and changes 
in ambient temperature will cause 
water to accumulate on the inside 
walls of the tank. Sudden drops 
in air temperature cause rapid 
condensation,” Jan Foged explains.

Often, water problems can occur 
right after a fuel delivery. He adds: 
“The problems may not stem only 
from receiving wet fuel during the 
delivery but may be attributed to 
previous water accumulation that 
settles in the bottom of a tank and 
is then kicked up and mixed with 
the new fuel during the delivery 
process.”

Continuous fuel circulation - the 
most effective solution

The most effective way to prevent 
potential problems is to introduce 
continuous fuel filtration and 
separation, Jan Foged asserts. Forced 
circulation of fuel in tanks through a 
CJC® PTU Filter Separator ensures 
that ingressed water contamination is 
continuously removed.

The CJC® PTU Filter Separators 
from C.C.JENSEN have a filtration 
degree of 3 microns and highly 
efficient coalescing system to 
separate water from fuel. This keeps 
diesel clean and free from water 
in the settling and day tanks and 
increases engine reliability. The 
PTU product line is easy to service 
and does not require sludge tanks, 
he says. In addition, the products 
are installed offline, meaning 

they are non-system critical – that 
is, machinery shutdown is not 
necessary when changing the CJC® 
Filter Insert. Other benefits include 
increasing equipment lifetime and 
reducing maintenance costs. 

ROI in less than 12 months

The modular CJC® PTU Filter 
Separators are built and sized to 
specific customer requirements. “The 
exact results are very different from 
case to case, since there are many 
different parameters that can affect 
outcome,” Jan Foged explains. “But 
in 98% of the projects we work on, 
return on investment is less than 12 
months.” Fishing vessels owners and 
operators, all benefit from CJC® 
PTU-technology, according to Jan 
Foged.

How fishing vessels owners/
operators benefit

With the CJC® PTU-technology, 
tugboat owners and operators can:
• Extend lifetime of engine 

components  
(avoid blockage of injectors, 
avoid damage on fuel pumps)

• Avoid bacteria growth  
(no sludge in tanks; no blockage 
of filters/pipelines)

• Ensure uptime with clean & 
dry fuel

• Retrofit the plug-and-play 
CJC® solution or install in new 
vessels

• Easy service the CJC® PTU 
Filter Separator & easy Filter 
insert change

Fuel Filters with pleated filter 
media are not enough

A pleated fuel filter is the last 
chance to protect the engine, 
cautions Jan Foged. 

“It shouldn’t act as a work filter. 
Given its location and limited 
capacity, it cannot keep the entire 
fuel system in good condition. It is 
also extremely expensive per kilo of 
contamination removed. Our CJC® 
PTU has the lowest cost per kilo, 
while pleated fuel filters have the 
highest.”

In addition, the pleated filter’s 
limited filter area is blocked rapidly 
by contamination and sludge 
products from bacteria growth.

Find out how to meet your fuel 
cleanliness and water level targets by 
contacting Mr. Jan Foged, Technical 
Advisor & MLA I&II, C.C.JENSEN 
Ireland Ltd, jfp@cjc.dk 

For more information, see: 
https://www.cjc.dk

C.C.JENSEN is the global leader 
in fuel and oil maintenance, with 
over 65 years of experience in the 
marine and offshore industry.

DRAWM are pleased to 
announce the supply 
of the 40Kilo and 

50Kilo fishboxes to the market. 
DRAWM have been supplying 
insulated fishtubs and other 
plastic products to the UK and 
Irish fishing markets for the past 
12 years. 

Kieran Ward, General 
Manager of DRAWM 
commented, “I am delighted 
to add the popular 40 & 50 
Kilo fishboxes to our product 
range. They are produced from 
brand new moulds ensuring 
precise stacking and nesting 
and they are compatible with 
fishboxes already in the market. 
These boxes are perfect for 
fishmarkets, fishermen and 
processing plants. They are top 
quality and we will be offering 
them at an affordable price. I am 

confident the market will love 
them.”

Features include:

• Easy stacking and nesting
• Compatible with other 

fishboxes on the market
• Drainage channel system 
• Injection moulded at ISO 

9000 manufacturing facility 
from new moulds 

• Made from food grade 
HDPE to ensure durability 
and robustness.

• Choice of colours
• Customised printing 

available 

For more information, 
contact Kieran Ward:
Contact: W: www.drawm.com; 
E: sales@drawm.com; 
T: +44(0)2838 570001; 

Trawl doors and scallop 
gear on display at 
Itechmer 2019

Morgére will be 
promoting its 
successful Exocet 

and Osprey trawl doors at the 
forthcoming Itechmer exhibition 
(16 to 18 October) in Lorient, 
Brittany.

The robust steel Osprey semi-
pelagic trawl doors are specially 
designed to fish on or just above 
the seabed, while the popular 
Exocet has won great praise from 
skippers for its performance on 
the seabed. Both types of door 
offer excellent stability that 
delivers an efficient angle of 
attack, which reduces drag and 
thus benefits fuel consumption. 

An exciting feature this year 
will be a new modified design 
of Exocet, with enhanced 
curvature of the door surface, 
which enables skippers to have 
even greater control of trawl 
spread and ensure better overall 
performance. 

At the expo, scallop fishermen 

will have the opportunity to learn 
more about the dredge equipment 
that Morgére constructs, 
including towing bars. The 
dredges and accessories supplied 
by Morgère utilise professional 
engineering and fabrication skills 
with an in-depth knowledge of 
the requirements of the fishing 
industry to develop innovative 
and high-quality products 
which are renowned for their 
design, durability and quality of 
workmanship. 

Morgére will also be 
promoting its two boat repair 

and maintenance facilities at 
St Brieuc and Perros-Guirec in 
Brittany. Specialising in steel, 
metal and pipe work, the two 
repair facilities offer fishing 
vessels and other marine craft 
comprehensive repair and 
maintenance services that ensure 
quality workmanship and fast 
turnaround.

The facilities can cater for 
vessels up to approximately 25 
metres and feature special boat-
lift capabilities up to 450 tonnes. 

Michel Dagorn of Morgére 
said: “Morgére has a proud 
tradition of supplying fishermen 
with the very best equipment, 
combined with excellent personal 
service where we provide advice 
and help. We look forward 
to meeting with skippers at 
Itechmer where they will be 
able to see the benefits offered 
by using our range of trawl 
doors, dredges and other fishing 
equipment.”

DRAWM ADDS 
FISHBOXES TO 
PRODUCT 
RANGE

Jan 
Foged

Seeking to more 
effectively support 
the coastal ports 

of Ireland, Swan Net-
Gundry (SNG) have 
recently appointed two 
more product distributors 
to their current portfolio, 
bringing their number of 
depots around the Irish 
coast to seven.  

With their head office 
in Killybegs and depots 
in Ros a’Mhíl, Galway, 
Dingle, Co. Kerry, 
Castletownbere and Union 
Hall in Cork, the company 
already has a strong 
network of core depots 
dotted around the country, 
supporting the north, west 
and south of Ireland.

 Now with two new 
suppliers on the east 
and south-east coasts 
announced—one in 
Clogherhead, another in 
Dunmore East—the two 
missing geographical 
nodes have been added to 
the SNG network.

David Kirwan will 
supply and stock SNG 
products including 
hardware, netting, 
oilskins, ropes etc. from 
his base in Clogherhead, 
while Brendan Leonard 
will now supply the same, 
holding SNG’s core 
products in Dunmore East, 
meaning the company can 
now service local fleets 
on the east and south-east 

coasts at short notice.  
 With their vast 

experience of the 
industry, both men have 
first-hand knowledge of 
the advantages of easy 
access to product when 
required and understand 
that fishing can be a 24 
hour a day, 7 days a week 
occupation. 

Committed to supplying 
fishermen and women 
around the coast of 
Ireland in a way and place 
that works for them, SNG 
is proud to have David 
and Brendan on board and 
are confident they will 
provide the missing links 
in the company’s Irish 
geographical network.

SNG EXPANDS NETWORK

WWW.SNG.IE
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“EVEN though our job has 
always been considered 
irrelevant, almost invisible and 
undervalued in our society for a 
long time, today, our effort has 
achieved Galicia to have its own 
entity, an entity that does not 
exist anywhere else in Europe.

“Here women have 
always been fishers aboard, 
workers in the canning 
industry, transporters, fish 
longshorewomen, saleswomen, 
marketers, shipowners, 
shellfish gathers, net menders, 
barnacles and seaweeds pickers, 
businesswomen, directors and 
managers.

“The Fishing Local Action 
Group, the Arousa Estuary Galp 
has among its objectives aims to 
work together with us, the Sea 
Women, by spreading news of 
our situation in the past and in 
the present, as well as our future 
expectations. The ‘Arousa Sea 
Women Association’ is created 
thanks to its support.” 

(Women of the Arousa Sea)

Today, globally, one seafood 
worker in two is a woman. In 
Europe, according to a report 
prepared for the Commission late 
last year, in FLAG areas, women 
account for 27% of the combined 
fisheries and aquaculture value 
chain. They account for 13% 
of the fisheries primary sector, 
26% of the primary aquaculture 

sector and 51% of the industry’s 
processing sector. In most FLAG 
areas, 15% of the fisheries 
supply chain businesses rely on 
the unpaid support of women. 

Though women are essential 
contributors to the fishing and 
seafood industry, experience 
and research indicate their work 
remains largely invisible and 
undervalued relative to those 
contributions. 

Supported this year by the 
French Development Agency 
(AFD) and the International 
Association for Fish Inspectors 
(IAFI), with Iceland’s MATIS 
supplying the technical logistics, 
the International Association 
of Women in the Seafood 
Industry’s (WSI) annual video 
competition aims to address this 
by increasing awareness of the 
contributions women make to the 
seafood industry and promoting 
young female professionals in 
the industry. 

Now in its third year, the 2019 
WSI video competition had a 
record number of 32 entries 
from 14 countries – a massive 
88% increase compared to 2018. 
Adjudicated by an international 
jury of highly recognised 
professionals working within 
the space, the top spots this year 
were taken by entrants from 
Spain, India and Peru.  

“The best! Touching, Strong, 
positive, with context and 
showing diverse angles of 
women at sea,” was how one 
jury member described this 
year’s winner Women of the 
Arousa Sea – a short film which 
stories the varied roles of women 
working across different aspects 
of the Galician seafood industry. 

Second place was taken by 
Oyster farming in Wadatar, which 
tells the story of the challenges 
faced (and overcome) by oyster 
fisherwomen in Wadatar on 
the west coast of India as they 
diversify from catching wild 
oysters to farming them—
captures a “very interesting and 
positive initiative, where women 
overcame prior opposition and go 
in the water.” 

The third prize went to Truchas 

Arapa or The Aquaculture women 
of Lake Arapa. The Peruvian 
entry, documenting a sustainable 
trout farming project in the 
Andean highlands formed and 
led mainly by women, depicts “a 
promising aquaculture initiative 
where Reyna Callata Chaco a 
very inspirational role model 
provides good leadership to other 
women.” 

Two further entries—one from 
Senegal, another from Peru—
were awarded the WSI prize 
of “Excellence”. In Leadership 
des femmes transformatrices au 
Sénégal (Senegal) Maty Ndao, a 
pioneer for Senegalese women’s 
empowerment in the fisheries 
sector, narrates the work done 
by the hundreds of women who 
earn a living from fish processing 
in Cayar, and the strategies they 
undertake together to ensure a 
sustainable livelihood for their 
families into the future. 

Women with tradition (Peru) 
tells the story of the women in 
Lambayeque, Peru where, for 
the women in the area, “the sea 
is not only the main source of 
food, but it’s also important for 
the revitalisation of the family 
and community economy.” In the 
short film, Edy Machica, who 
processes and sells fish landed 
by fishermen, explains, “It’s not 
just me, but other women too. 
Because they’re the fishermen’s 
wives even their sister and 

daughter. I remember what my 
grandfather Manuel Llenque used 
to tell me:“This is what you’re 
going to support your family 
with. We need fishing to live.” 

Alongside these, special 
WSI mention was awarded to 
Mujeres del Mar (Mexico), a 
film which details the diverse 
work done by the fisherwomen 
of Punta Herrero, in the Sian 
Ka’an Biosphere Reserve on 
Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula, as 
they supplement their fishing 
incomes made catching lobsters 
and finfish with other initiatives 
such as marine eco-tourism. 

Special mention was also 
given to Mujeres a Bordo 
(Galicia), an entry that captures 
the story of Arantxa who works 
as second bridge officer on a 
large trawler and the challenges 
she faced in getting a berth on 
a fishing vessel. “About my 
coworkers…I think there are 
more prejudices in land than 
on board,” says Arantxa. “The 
biggest problem is closing the 
gap of putting women on board 
and, when women are on board, 
that they don’t find problems. 
The problem that I found so far 
is the moment…from the dock…
to the boat.” 

Speaking of this year’s entries 
WSI President, Marie Christine 
Monfort said, “This year the 
videos of very high standards 
pay a wonderful tribute to 
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1st prize went to Women of the Arousa Sea.

VOICES OF WOMEN IN FISHERIES
The Skipper is interested in providing more coverage to the stories and experiences of  women  in their varied 
roles in  fisheries. In order to do so, we’d like to hear from  women  from a range of backgrounds from across 
the fishing community – whether that is as a fisherwomen working at sea, a partner on land engaged in the day 
to day operations of fishing, a wife, sister, mother, daughter, or someone engaged in any other activities related 
to fishing (e.g., downstream activities such as processing, business, administration, management, science, research 
etc.). These stories could be historical or contemporary, big or small – either way, we would love to hear from anyone 
willing to share their story with us. To do so, contact the Editor at, editorial@maramedia.ie or 00353868239608. 

Spotlighting the contributions of women to the industry
Third ‘Women in Seafood’ video competition hailed a great success

women working in the seafood 
sector, their commitment, 
their resilience and their love 
to their work. All actors of 
these videos, directors and real 
characters, should be warmly 
congratulated.”

“The standard of all the 
films was high, and they 
demonstrated the many ways 
in which women are active 

World Maritime Day’s 
theme for this year is 
“Empowering Women 

in the Maritime Community,” 
and to mark the day the 
Commissioners of Irish Lights 
will host a conference and 
networking event for women 
working in the marine sector on 
September 26th. 

Though The Skipper was 

Conference and Networking Event for 
Women in the Irish Marine Sector

going to print on the same day, the 
programme for the day boasts a 
great line up, kicking off with talks 
from Yvonne Shields O’Connor, 
Chief Executive, Irish Lights, 
Susan Steele, Chair, Sea Fisheries 
Protection Authority and Julie 
Ascoop Associate Director, ARUP 
Engineering (Maritime Skills 
Leader, ARUP Europe). 

This is to be followed by a 

session, chaired by Jenny O’Leary, 
Team Lead, Policy & Research 
Support, Marine Institute, where 
women from across the marine 
sector will provide five-minute 
snapshots into their roles, 
influences and views on the 
overall sector. Among the speakers 
scheduled are Trudy McIntrye, 
Chair, National Inshore Fisheries 
Forum and Deirdre Lane, Dunmore 

By Lia ní Aodha

East Harbour Master. 
A lunch and networking 

session chaired by Catríona 
Dowling, Navigation Services 
Manager, Irish Lights, followed 
by a Planning for Success 
session will also be held. The day 
concludes with a Round Table 
Discussion Groups & Feedback 
session before being closed by 
Yvonne Shields O’Connor. 

throughout the seafood industry. 
There were happy tales and 
sad tales, tales of bravery and 
perseverance, and tales of the 
struggle against circumstance. 
A couple of films even brought 
a tear to my eye. All the women 
should be congratulated on their 
outstanding efforts; they left 
me in awe,” stated UK based 
seafood journalist and one of the 

jurors of this year’s competition, 
Nicki Holmyard.

Looking forward to next year’s 
competition which has already 
opened, Monfort concluded, 
“We are happy to announce that 
the 2020 edition is open and we 
look forward to receiving new 
wonderful testimonies from all 
over the world, making visible 
the often invisible yet paramount 

contribution of women to the 
seafood industry.”

All videos are available at 
http://womeninseafood.com/
videos-2019/ 

For further information, you 
can email: womeninseafood@
wsi-asso.org

You can also follow on 
Twitter: @seafoodwomen

Dingle Maritime Weekend 
will be held on November 
2nd and 3rd this year, and 

will see a series of interesting talks 
aimed at maintaining awareness 
of our maritime heritage and our 
marine environment presented at 
Dingle Oceanworld. Entry to all 
talks is free. The itinerary for the 
weekend is as follows:

SATURDAY 2ND NOVEMBER

• 14.00 DAN GRAHAM

The Nobby Fishing Craft- A 
Dingle Super trawler of bygone 
days.

The Dingle Nobby, was a 
wooden sailing vessel, using a drift 
net method to catch mackerel and 
herring. Associated with the golden 
age of the Dingle and West Kerry 
fishing industry and aided by loans 
from the Congested Districts Board 
of Ireland.

The presentation details the 
origins and relationships between 
the Isle of Man and Dingle fishing. 
The story shows how Manx men 
shared their expertise in building 
and sailing the Nobby craft, 
and provided a foundation for a 
flourishing fishing industry for 
Dingle fishermen.

The ever-expanding Nobby 
catches for mackerel and herring led 
to a boom time for employment in 
Dingle for men and women in fish 
processing. In so doing, the Nobby 
became Dingle’s first super trawler 
in the truest sense, influencing both 
the economic and social life of the 

Dingle area. The talk will feature 
archival material and accounts from 
the fishermen who sailed these craft.

Dan Graham is a native of 
Dingle and a former Primary School 
Principal and studied at UCD and 
TCD. He has written and lectured 
on the local and maritime history 
of the Dingle Peninsula. A regular 
contributor to Seascapes (RTÉ 
Radio 1) with Tom Mc Sweeney 
and writer for the Kerry Historical 
and Archeological Society 
Magazine, Dan lives in Limerick 
and is a Docent at the Hunt 
Museum, Limerick.

• 15.15 TED CREEDON

Lesser-known wrecks, deaths and 
rescues on the Dingle Peninsula 
coast.

Many people will be familiar 
with certain shipwrecks that 
occurred along the peninsula’s 
coast such as the Santa Marie de la 
Rosa in 1588; the Port Yarrock in 
1894; the Manchester Merchant in 
1903 and, more recently, the Ranga 
in 1982. This illustrated talk will 
highlight some of the lesser-known 
shipwrecks, the attendant loss of life 
and some daring rescues.

Former journalist and broadcaster 
Ted Creedon holds a Master’s 
degree in Local History for his 
thesis on the Evolution of the 
Coastguard in Ireland 1821 - 1922, 
with particular focus on the service 
in Kerry.  A former President of 
the Kerry Archaeological and 
Historical Society, he was the first 
Development Officer of Oidhreacht 

Chorca Dhuibhne/Dingle Peninsula 
Heritage. 

A past chairman of Kerry County 
Council’s Historic Monuments 
Committee, he served on the 
Heritage Council for eighteen years, 
including nine years on the Board.

SUNDAY 3RD NOVEMBER

• 12.30 Dr CONOR 
BROSNAN

“The Spanish Armada 1588 and 
Kerry”

Dr Brosnan will discuss the 
political and military background to 
the Spanish Armada, the encounter 
with the English defence and long 
journey home around Scotland and 
Ireland. He will focus on the events 
off the Kerry coast from the English 
and Spanish records and underwater 
archaeology.

Dr Conor Brosnan has worked 
as a GP in Dingle for over 20 years. 
He sub-specialises in skin surgery, 
dermatology and dermoscopy 
and has qualifications from the 
University College Dublin, Cardiff 
University and the Medical 
University of Graz, Austria. He 
regularly teaches other GPs and 
contributes to medical matters on 
Radio na Gaeltachta and TG4.

Dr Brosnan is a member of the 
Dingle Historical Society and the 
Kerry Archaeological and Historical 
Society. He has given lectures 
on Admiral Sylverius Moriarty 
of Ballyferriter in Dingle and at 
the Daniel O’Connell Summer 
School in Derrynane, on the 
wrecks of the Dingle Peninsula 
and smuggling in Dingle in the 
eighteenth century. His paper on 
smuggling was published by the 
Kerry Archaeological and Historical 
Society in 2019.

Dingle Maritime Weekend 2nd and 3rd November 
2019 at Mara Beo – Dingle Oceanworld Aquarium

Dingle Harbour. Source Creative Commons
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The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen

Commercial advert.indd   1 17/03/2016   15:37

Manufactured to customer requirements
Liam McDermott, Carndonagh, 
Co Donegal.  Tel: 086 8341662

Crab/ Velvet/ Lobster Pots for Sale

DELIVERING 
TO UK AND 
NORTHERN 

IRELAND

• Hull & Machinery
• Crew Cover
• Passenger Vessels
• Ferries
• Chartered Angling
• Pleasure Craft
• Workboats
• Employers & Public Liability
• Business Packages
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2504826 (Charlie)
Direct: +353 (0)74 91 77500
Fax: +353 (0)74 91 77200 
Email: info@chd.ie Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

MARITIME solicitors
RORY F. CONWAY B.C.L
DERMOT F.CONWAY B.COMM, B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
Office Number: 1890 253051

Fax Number: 021 4905624
emergency Mobile 24/7: 265 087 6793478

www.maritime.conways.ie

DETENTIONS AND ARRESTS

Injuries at sea

MARITIME MORTAGES

COLLISIONS AT SEA

TRANSFERS OF QUOTAS/VESSELS

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
FISHERIES LAW

WE PROVIDE A 365 DAY 24/7 
ALL IRELAND SERVICE

MARITIME SOLICITORS
DERMOT F. CONWAY B.COMM. B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
OFFICE NUMBER: 0214901000

Twitter @ConwaysLaw
EMERGENCY MOBILE 24/7: 0876793478

WWW.MARITIME.CONWAYS.IE

Commercial Craft Services include:
●Fishing Vessel Code of Practice 

Surveys, under 15m
●Vessel design

●Stability Books & Inclining 

Experiments
●Submissions to MSO

M: +353 (0) 86 4059426

E: niall@oharamarine.com

W: www.oharamarine.com

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE 

&

MARINE SURVEYING 

SERVICES

O'HARA MARINE LTD.

Art Kavanagh  QFA
Marine Finance Consultant

Glenlee
Killybegs

Co. Donegal
Ireland

353-74-9732915
353-87-6774455

artokavanagh@gmail.com

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

D&D Insurances Ltd
Block A - Unit 3, Nutgrove Office Park, 

Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.
Main line: 01 20 514 05

Fax: 01 20 513 57
E-mail: barry@ddinsurances.ie 

mark@ddinsurances.ie

• Trawler all risk cover • 
Employers Liability • Public Liability • 

Collision Liability • Pollution, Stranding, 
Salvage Cleanup etc. • Personal 

Accident Cover • Total Loss Packages • 
Other Marine related

“D&D Insurances Ltd is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland”

CLASSIFIEDS

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

PLACE YOU CLASSIFIED 
ADVERT HERE EACH MONTH 

BUSINESS LARGE
65X95mm

¤120 COLOUR
¤95 MONO

BUSINESS SMALL
65X45mm

¤100 COLOUR
¤75 MONO

The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen

Commercial advert.indd   1 17/03/2016   15:37

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

LARGE

SMALL

Ireland’s only Ice 
Machine Manufacturer

Phone/Fax:  (028) 417 63802 
 (code 048 from ROI)

www.seaice.co.uk
Email: john@seaice.co.uk

for details of  a range of  ice machines

Kilkeel, Co. Down.

Contact John White

French 
Shrimp Pots

SORRY,UNLIKE PALE 
IMITATION OUR SHRIMP 
POTS DO NOT CATCH 
VELVET, SQUID OR 
JELLYFISH, BUT THEY 
DO CATCH SHRIMPS!
 
SAME ORIGINAL FRENCH 
DESIGN SINCE 1970
 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR ALL OVER EUROPE
 
ASK FOR THE REAL THING!

For further information contact:
BREIZON LTD, INVERIN, CO. GALWAY

TEL: 00353 (0) 91 572157
Email: info@breizon.com

Out fished all other pot types in recent 
years.  Source BIM Surveys.

Install some 
peace of mind, 

fit a 
Prop Protector 

today!

CLEGGAN MARINE
www.clegganmarine.com

Tel: (095) 44037   Mob: 087 7759405
E-mail: sales@clegganmarine.com

The Pier, Cleggan, Co. Galway, Ireland

CLEGGAN MARINE

Tel: (095) 44037 Mob: 087 7759405
Email: salesclegganmarine@gmail.com

Web: www.clegganmarine.com

The subject of the picture 
must be related to the 
Fishing Industry (your 

vessel, your catch, a stormy day 
at sea…etc). Each month, the 
best photo will be published in 
The Skipper and the winner will 
receive a prize, courtesy of Swan 
Net Gundry Ltd and Guy Cotten.

Images sent in may also 
be used in other areas of the 
magazine if suitable.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
Simply get your phones and

COMPETITION
Send in your best fishing related photo and you could win a 
Neptune 50 N Bouyancy Aid by Guy Cotten plus the chance to 
win overnight accommodation at one of the Skipper Expos.

IN ASSOCIATION WITHPHOTO

MONTH
OF THE

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Skipper reserves the 
right to use your images 
for future use and 
possible publication.

PHOTO THE MONTH WINNER: 
PIERCE O’DRISCOLL HAULING VELVET POTS 
CLOSE TO THE SHORE IN LONG ISLAND 
CHANNEL, SCHULL, WEST CORK. IMAGE BY 
AARON GRIFFIN 

cameras out, and send us 
your hi-res photos by email 
to editorial@maramedia.ie 
and don’t forget to mention 
your name and details, as well 
as a brief description of the 
scene depicted. The photos 
must be taken by the person 
sending it to us, and it is 
understood that they are free 
of copyrights. 

The closing date for 
entries this month is the 
19th OCTOBER 2019.

SkipperThe

LEADING JOURNAL OF THE IRISH & UK FISHING INDUSTRIES

THE MONTHLY PRIZE

The winner 
will receive 
a Sotra 
Fleece by

SPARES, NEW AND USED 
EQUIPMENT

Over 20 years supplying Ireland's top 
fishermen.

Trawl winches, Pot and Net haulers, 
Trawl blocks etc.

Also specialising in the refurbishment and 
sale of quality fishing vessels

such as: Cygnus, Holton, Kingfisher

Tel/fax: 066 9474175
Mobile 087 2791274 

Lake Road, Waterville, Co. Kerry.

and 
Derek Noble

and Derek Noble
SPARES, NEW AND USED EQUIPMENT
Over 20 years supplying Ireland’s top 

fishermen. Trawl winches, 
Pot and Net haulers, Trawl blocks etc.

Tel/Fax: 086 9474175
Mobile: 087 2791274

Lake Road, Waterville, Co. Kerry

TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT

The Marine Institute is inviting 
personnel to submit tenders for two 

separate contracts  

1. Catch Sampling Services 
 2. Survey Support Services  

(1 Sample and record catch data on 
board commercial fishing vessels and 
2. Provide assistance-data collection, 
biological sampling on a variety of 

Research surveys) 
Two separate applications must be 

made for the above tenders.

If you would like details of these two 
tender specifications and conditions 
for the above tender please contact:

www.etenders.gov.ie

Tenders will be launched mid September.

The deadline for both tender 
submissions is the 13th October 2019 
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Days Gone By...
Large prints available of any picture below, €20 including P&P

If you have copies of any images that you would like us to include in our Days Gone By page, please 
email them to editorial@maramedia.ie. If possible include details, names, location and date. 
To order any of the above images please email design@maramedia.ie
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The Archives - OCTOBER 1982

Men of Aran who were fishing on Dessie Faherty’s M.F.V. Árd Álainn 
circa 1970. From left to right Bertie Faherty, Sean Nedda O’Flaherty. 
Pete Hernon R.I.P, Dessie Faherty, Seán Beatty R.I.P. and Tony Faherty.  
Image believed to have been taken in Howth, courtesy of Michael 
Muldoon, Kilronan Aran Islands.

Kilkeel Harbour early 1900’s

Caareen SO699 owned by John D Sullivan pelagic fishing with the 
Francis Marie S441 owned by Paul Deasy Union Hall 1994.

Mothers wish built in killybegs 1968 for Charlie Gallagher St John’s 
point 65 futter cat engine bratfick winch
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Tel:+353 (0)74 9177500 Fax:+353 (0)74 9177200
Email: info@chd.ie  Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is regulated 
by the Central Bank of Ireland

  1. Wild African canine
  2. Snake, death ...
  3. Informal eateries
  4. Subtle difference
  5. Deceptive traps
  6. Mixes (salad)
10. Mimics
11. Minute
12. Assassin, hired ...
13. Novel thought
14. Chopped down
15. Icon
16. Iced dessert
17. English university
18. Minors’ mature minders
19. Sing alpine-style
20. Vehicle, station ...

  1. Kingston native
  5. Slimming regime
  7. Electrical wire
  8. Engaged women
  9. Burglar deterrents
12. Kimono-clad hostesses
15. Parliamentary sitting
19. Gaped open
21. Enmity (3,5)
22. Objective
23. Ransack
24. Dreariness

Send entries before 12th OCTOBER 2019 to: 
Crossword Competition, The Skipper, 
Annagry, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. 
(Photocopies not accepted).

You can now take a picture of your 
completed crossword and email your entry 
along with relevant details to 
brid@maramedia.ie.

FREE BUY & SELL 
LISTINGS

• Vessels • Equipment  
• Wanted • Tonnage  

• Gear • Miscellaneous

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

THE SKIPPER Subcribe today!

Contact Sarah now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 62828 or 
Email: sarah@maramedia.ie

SERVING THE IRISH 
& UK FISHING 
INDUSTRIES SINCE 1964

1 Year (12 Issues) 
Ireland    45 UK £45
Europe / R.O.W   55

€    
€    

1ST - Mullion Softshell Jacket
ROY EDGAR, 

KILKEEL, CO.DOWN

2ND - Skipper Beanie
EMMA DEVANE

ROUNDSTONE, CO.GALWAY

MULLION SOFTSHELL JACKET
           

1st prize in The Skipper Crossword 
visit: www.mullion.com

as worn by Tony Brown, Mullion Technician

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TEL: (REQUIRED):

EMAIL:
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Proud sponsors of  The Skipper crossword
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Learning the trade: Skipper Owen Mc 
Loughlin and his 15-year-old son aboard 
the MV Springfield Lass clearing the 
pots for shooting in Sligo Bay 

Boats tied up on a damp 
evening in Portmagee

Ollie Caruth (New Zealand) checking 
out the lobster pots on Downings Pier 
Co Donegal while visiting family. 
Image: Jerry Gallagher

1952 built Hope LK626 at 
the Island of Vaila, West 
of Shetlands.
PHOTO CHARLIE UMPHRAY

Declan O’Sullivan (Trinity) sorting 
lobsters for v-notching on the pier 
in Portmagee. 

Fraserburgh registered whitefish trawler 
‘’Defiance’’ FR272 passing the Bressay 
Lighthouse on their way out of Lerwick. 
Image: Charlie Umphray

Crew of the Chris Andra mending, 
on the pier at Peterhead 
Image: Eugene Rutter

Joe O’Shea, Cahersiveen (MFV Uncle Bay) and 
Johnny Casey, Portmagee (MFV Árd Fionnbar). 

OUT
ABOUT&

GOT A GREAT PHOTO? 

SEND IT TO THE SKIPPER
email it to us at: 

editorial@maramedia.ie

Moray Endeavour into 
Peterhead to land a shot 
of inks Image: Jim Innes

SFPA Breakfast Event 
Galway

All is calm in Burtonport, Co.Donegal. 
Image: Declan McGrath
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The new Shannon class 
lifeboat for Clogherhead 
RNLI was officially 

named Michael O’Brien during 
a ceremony at Clogherhead 
lifeboat station on Saturday 31 
August. Intermittent rain showers 
didn’t dampen the atmosphere as 
hundreds of people turned up to 
witness the service of naming and 
dedication for the new lifeboat – 
the first permanent Shannon class 
lifeboat on the east coast of Ireland.  

The lifeboat—which was largely 
funded by a legacy from Wexford 
farmer Mr Henry Tomkins and 
is named after Michael O’Brien, 
a former lifeboat Coxswain with 
Arklow RNLI, and a friend of Mr 
Tomkins—was officially named 
by Roy and Barbara Hill. Roy 
is Henry Tomkin’s first cousin. 
The naming of the lifeboat was 
made official when Roy and his 
wife Barbara climbed some steps 
in front of the crowd and poured 
whiskey over the bow of the 
lifeboat. Henry’s nieces were also 
present as were many members 
from Arklow RNLI.

 In naming the lifeboat in 
Henry’s memory, Roy Hill spoke 
about his late cousin Henry 
Tomkins. He said, “He grew 
up on a small farm in County 
Wexford. He was a rather 

Clogherhead RNLI name €2.5million lifeboat

unique character in many ways. 
Although he never travelled 
out of Ireland, he was very 
knowledgeable of world affairs. 
He was a very kind man, quick 
to help anyone he came across in 
difficulty. His interest in lifeboats 
was probably due to his mother’s 

influence, who became a lifelong 
member of the RNLI. He 
regularly visited lifeboat stations 
along the southeast coast, often 
bringing homemade biscuits from 
his mother.” 

“It was in Arklow that he got 
to know Michael O’Brien and 
whom he wished this magnificent 
boat to be named after. Henry 
admired him as a brave and 
fearless Coxswain and a humble 
man. He wanted him to be 
honoured in this way.” 

Mr David Delamer, 
Chairperson of the RNLI Irish 
Council represented the RNLI 
at the ceremony and accepted 
the lifeboat into the care of the 
Institution before passing it into 
the safekeeping of the station. 

The Shannon class lifeboat is 
jet-driven which gives the vessel 
increased manoeuvrability. It 
is also the first lifeboat station 
in Ireland will use a SLARS 
(Shannon Launch and Recovery 
System) to launch and recover 
a lifeboat. The SLARS acts as a 
mobile slipway for the lifeboat 
and has a unique turntable cradle, 
which can rotate the lifeboat 180º, 
ready to be launched again within 
10 minutes. 

Clogherhead RNLI’s Shannon 
class lifeboat is unique in the 

RNLI’s fleet as it has been funded 
by an Irish legacy, named after an 
Irish lifeboat volunteer, designed 
by an Irish engineer and is the first 
class of lifeboat to be called after 
an Irish river.

Speaking at Saturday’s lifeboat 
naming ceremony, Tomás 
Whelehan, Clogherhead RNLI 
Lifeboat Coxswain said: “We are 
extremely grateful to all those 
who have donated towards this 
lifeboat and our strengthened 
connection with Arklow lifeboat 
station. We are especially 
delighted with our new friendship 
with Barbara and Roy and the 
friends of Henry Tomkin’s here 
today.” 

“This Shannon class lifeboat 
means that we now have the 
latest and finest rescue equipment 
available. I know that when our 
volunteer crews head out to sea 
that our loved ones all have peace 
of mind that this lifeboat will keep 
them safe.” 

Clogherhead’s former 
lifeboat the Doris Bleasdale 
left Clogherhead for the last 
time the day before the naming 
ceremony and was sang on her 
way by the 5th and 6th classes of 
Callystown National School who 
gave a rendition of ‘Clogherhead 
as it used to be.’ 

A great attendance at the naming ceremony of the new Clogherhead RNLI Lifeboat the "Michael O'Brien" in Clogherhead. Image: Thos Caffrey / 
www.newsfile.ie


