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Extreme frustration among industry at Minister’s latest penalty points proposal.  See pages 2-3.

MONICA II AND RESILIENT PASSING EACH OTHER IN CASTLETOWNBERE. BY NIALL DUFFY

BREAKING POINTS?
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PENALTY POINTS ARE BACK?

“If you have the power to 
hit people over the head 
whenever you want, you 

don’t have to trouble yourself 
too much figuring out what they 
think is going on, and therefore, 
generally speaking, you don’t,” 
says the anthropologist David 
Graeber.

From Voisinage, Rockall to 
Penalty Points (among others), 
anyone looking in from the 
outside would likely conclude, 
in line with Graeber’s argument, 
that “the power to hit people over 
the head whenever you want” is 
a core feature of how the Irish 
Government approaches and 
manages Irish fishermen and 
women.

Though the effects of 
Voisinage remain uncertain, 
and, aside from Iceland 
reminding everyone that it 
has an outstanding claim not 
to the rock, but to the waters 
surrounding it, Rockall appears, 
for now, to once again have 
become a “dead letter” insofar as 
any commentary on the matter 
from the Irish Government is 
concerned, there appears no let 
up to the challenges in sight for 
the Irish fishing industry. 

This month, fishing 
representatives expressed 
extreme frustration with the 
Minister’s latest proposal on a 
penalty points system for Irish 

Deep anger and frustration at the Minister’s latest proposal
fishermen and have said they 
are “appalled” by the Minister’s 
proposal which, they say, once 
again allows little recourse to 
appeal for fishermen and would 
mean that points remain on a 
licence even if a fisherman is 
found to be innocent.

LATEST SI

During a Cabinet meeting on 
July 4th, Minister for Agriculture 
Food and the Marine, Michael 
Creed, announced an intention to 
table a statutory instrument (SI) 
on penalty points for fishermen, 
for serious breaches of EU 
fisheries legislation, highlighting 
that €6million in EU funding 
for the Irish fishing sector has 
been suspended by the European 
Commission due to a failure 
to put a system in place. The 
Minister also stated that the 
Commission had given notice of 
an intention to take infringement 
proceedings against Ireland for 
the same reason. 

Fishing representatives and 
Opposition parties, however, 
have highlighted that, to date, all 
efforts by the Government to 
introduce a penalty points system 
for fishermen have failed on 
account of the manner in which 
the Government has attempted to 
devise the system. 

The Government’s earlier 

penalty points system was 
successfully challenged by 
fishermen in the Courts – where 
the system was found to be 
unconstitutional and out of line 
with fair procedure. On account 
of a lack of provision for appeal 
to the Courts, a third SI was 
annulled by the Oireachtas last 
year and was the first SI in the 
history of the State to fall in such 
a vote. 

In response to the Minister’s 
latest announcement, Fianna 
Fáil TD, Pat the Cope Gallagher, 
who had put forward alternative 
legislation last year, expressed 
surprise at the Minister’s plans 
to table an SI, without having 
consulted with the Opposition. 

Fishing industry 
representatives who met with 
the Minister following his 
announcement, expressed deep 
anger at the Minister’s latest 
proposal and handling of the 
entire penalty points system 
issue, describing the meeting 
with the Minister as ‘shocking’. 

Indicating the Minister 
signified an intention to 
take some, but not all 
recommendations raised last 
year by Opposition parties, in 
the formulation of the latest SI, 
representatives have highlighted 
that they are not against the 
introduction of a penalty point 
system in principle.

However, they have said 
they will not accept a system 
whereby no appeal to a higher 
court can be made, the Sea 
Fisheries Protection Authority 
(SFPA) is administratively 
connected to the internal appeals 
processes and points remain on a 
fisherman’s licence even if he or 
she have been exonerated from 
committing an offence.

Speaking with the Skipper, the 
IFPO’s Mr Francis O’Donnell 
said: “It’s so frustrating that we 
are back here after four years. The 
Irish fishing industry has no issue 
with penalty points. We have a 
major issue with how Ireland is 
trying to implement them.

“We are again faced with a 
system whereby a vessel owner 
has no ability to appeal the 
decision to apply the points other 
than on a point of law to the 
High Court, the internal appeals 
process is still handled by the 
SFPA and, most of all, if a court 
finds the vessel or skipper totally 
innocent of having committed 
any fisheries infringement the 
vessel and skipper still has the 
points assigned.  

 “It’s actually hard to believe 
that Ireland wants to place itself 
above the courts and that, as 
citizens, Irish fishermen have 
continually been challenged with 
this issue.”

  “I have said it before and 
I will say it again, why would 
anyone want to penalise a 
citizen who has not committed a 
crime?!”

Stressing their readiness to 
challenge any system that does 
not provide fishermen recourse 
to an appeal and whereby points 
remain on a licence even if 
someone has been cleared of any 
offence, Mr O’Donnell said, “I 
can speak for all of the Producer 
Organisations, non-affiliated 
vessels, persons and categories 
when I say that we will fight this 
on every front.

“There is no place in Irish 
society where legislation is 
designed to punish people that 
have done nothing wrong. We 
simply won’t stand for this.”

OTHER OPTIONS 

Though the Minister and 
Department have insisted that, 
under EU rules, the Government 
must implement a penalty point 
system for Irish fishermen, 
fishing representatives have 
emphasised that the manner in 
which it has attempted to do so, 
thus far, is not the only option 
available to the Government.

Mr Hugo Boyle, CEO of 
the Irish South and East Fish 

Producer’s Organisation has 
highlighted the UK, which 
has a similar legal system to 
Ireland and thus faces similar 
challenges in interpreting and 
implementing rules coming 
from Europe, operates a penalty 
point system which, though 
imperfect, contains elements 
that could be used as a template 
for a more reasonable system in 
Ireland.

For instance, relating 
to jurisdiction, the UK’s 
2013 Guidance for the 
application of a points system 
for serious infringements states:

“The relevant fisheries 
administration shall be 
responsible for the determination 
and application of points in 
respect of serious infringements 
committed by or in relation to 
a relevant fishing boat arising 
as a result of a conviction and 
sentence in a criminal court in 
their jurisdiction”. 

In relation to the application 
of points it states: 

“The relevant fisheries 
administration will only 
consider an infringement 
committed by or in respect of 
a relevant fishing boat to be a 
serious infringement if criminal 
proceedings have been brought 
in respect of the infringement, 
and the natural or legal persons 
responsible for the infringement 
have been convicted of an 
offence arising from such an 
infringement”.

And further states: 
“Infringements which are not 

themselves determined to be a 
serious infringement, but are 
subject of criminal proceedings 
as offences linked to another 
serious infringement detected at 
the same time, will not attract 
points.” 

Perhaps most crucially, and 
in line with the manner in 
which most justice systems 
work, under the UK system 
points are not applied until 
conviction: 

“Points will be applied 
from the date on which the 
serious infringement(s) was/ 
were committed and shall be 
applied to the licence following 
conviction for the offence.” 

Since the Minister’s 
announcement, fishing 
organisations have over the 
past weeks been working with 
Opposition parties and it is 
understood that “progress” is 
being made with the Minister 
on the issue. At the time of 
going to print, the Minister has 
yet to table the SI and looks 
unlikely to do so until the next 
parliamentary sitting. 

Primrose, Castletownbere 
by Niall Duffy
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The EU inspired Landing 
Obligation and its full 
implementation from 

the beginning of January 2019 
has created one of the greatest 
challenges the European fishing 
industry has ever faced. Our 
Irish Industry, governed as it is 
by the rules of the EU Common 
Fishery Policy, sees new 
Regulations & Directives being 
foisted upon it as waves that lap 
and sometimes crash onto our 
shoreline.

Attempting to navigate this 
latest policy, drawing on past 
experience with quota swaps at 
an international level—whereby 
member states can swap quotas 
so as to bring any overshoots 

South West remains convinced Minister’s current 
demersal quota balancing pilot is unfair on fishermen

Patrick Murphy, 
CEO, Irish South and West 
Fish Producers Organisation

in line with their yearly 
allocations, with this balancing 
to be concluded within the first 
month of the following year or 
being subject to a multiplying 
‘pay back’ penalty, thus 
reducing a troubled Member 
State’s share of the overall 
TAC in the following year’s 
allocations—our Department 
together with industry decided 
to furnish advice to our 
Minister requesting that he 
adopt a similar system as a 
template at the national level, 
for Irish Demersal Fishermen, 
on a pilot basis. 

That said, the IS&WFPO 
took the view that boats fishing 
in the demersal sector should 
be afforded the same period of 
time within which to implement 
the Landing Obligations as 
that which had been afforded 
to boats in the pelagic fleet 
after they became subject to the 
landing obligation – a period 
of two years. This, we felt, was 
especially important, given the 
lengthy fishing trips undertaken 
by the demersal fleet to 
far-distant fishing grounds, 
which gives rise to specific 
implementation issues for this 
sector. 

Following receipt of this 
advice, the Minister put a 
public consultation in place 
to decide how to implement 

a balancing system for the 
demersal sector. The majority 
of submissions received 
advocated the suspension of 
the implementation of the 
suggested pilot scheme for 
a minimum of two years, 
resulting in a meeting being 
called by the Department 
to discuss if there was a 
desire to progress with the 
implementation of the scheme.

I, acting at the behest of 
my Directors, raised the 
fundamental issue where 
fishing boats subject to 
compliance with the scheme 
would no longer be able to 
record and deduct fish from 
previous calendar months and 
bridge fishing trips across 
the end of one month and the 
beginning of the following 
month.

In fact, the terms of the 
Scheme requires that the final 
figures for fish caught and 
landed in each reporting period 
of one month be those recorded 
on the vessel’s Landing 
Declaration forcing vessels to 
incorporate steaming time from 
the fishing grounds to port so 
their catch can be discharged, 
weighed and recorded in the 
Landing Declaration before 
midnight on the last day of each 
monthly recording period.

An example would be Boat 

being forced to leave the highly 
contentious Rockall to land 
their catch in Castletownbere, 
a steam of more than 48 hours, 
or alternatively, steam for 24 
hours to Killybegs and hire a 
lorry to take the fish the rest of 
the way, forcing fishing trips 
to cease the on 27th or 28th of 
each month to have it landed 
and declared in a Landing 
Declaration before the 1st of 
the following month.

Government tells us the 
reason for the appearance of 
this complication in calculating 
the multiplying factor has to do 
with the + / - 10% allowance to 
vessels in the daily recording 
and ultimate trip recording and 
Landing Declaration within 
their electronic logbooks.

To deal with this problem, 
where boats will have to cease 
fishing and return to port in 
sufficient time to complete a 
declaration before the end of 
a calendar month, without any 
regard being paid to weather 
conditions, distance from port 
or any of the other problems 
and variables facing skippers 
and owners when planning 
and implementing their fishing 
activities, a suggestion of bi-
monthly allocations was made 
by the IS&WPO. This, we felt, 
would enable fishermen to 
catch and land their fish and 

fill out their declaration on a 
2-month basis, which would 
reduce by half any potential 
loss of quota and fishing 
opportunity. 

Following on from the 
meeting, the IS&WPO 
Directors met and decided 
that though our objections 
remained, we would consider 
a scheme that would balance 
any overshoots on a quarterly 
basis while retaining monthly 
allocations.

IS&WFPO Directors 
believe the majority of views 
submitted to the Minister’s 
quota Balancing consultation 
are correct views, based on the 
premise the demersal sector 
should be afforded the same 
period of time as the pelagic 
fleet after they fell under the 
landing obligation.

We are now mid-way through 
the calendar year since the full 
and accelerated implementation 
of the Landing Obligation for 
the demersal fleet came into full 
force and effect for all species. 
We are also obliged to adhere 
to new technical measures 
involving catch composition, 
from July 1st, but we are unsure 
of how these changes will 
affect the future viability of our 
members’ operations.

Recent Advice provided by 
ICES for stock assessment on 
various species has been, at the 
very least incorrect and justifies 
our belief we should apply 
caution until full and proper 
evaluation of the impact of 
any corrections to ICES advice 
has been conducted and fully 
assessed. 

The introduction of any 
new policy must be evaluated 
to assess the impact this 
policy will have on the future 
viability of operators, how it 

may increase a vessels carbon 
footprint, its implications 
for traceability of catches 
including, and crucially, the 
declaring of fish caught in 
one month but assigned to the 
following month. 

Other concerns expressed by 
our members are the possible 
negative effects this policy 
will have on current resources 
within our ports and harbours 
with the possibility that port 
infrastructure may be forced to 
accommodate mass landings at 
the end of each calendar month 
from many demersal vessels in 
the same time period.

The very immediate 
(negative) effect of mass 
landing of production within 
this condensed time period 
may have on market prices, 
the willingness of shore staff 
to accommodate landings we 
know will happen at weekends 
and or Bank holidays, and 
whether this will this lead 
to delays in processing fish 
thus reducing shelf life of the 
product, or cause potential 
delays for landing and thus 
more fishing time lost by the 
operator have all been raised by 
our members. 

Therefore, we are pleading 
with our Minister to carry out 
reviews to see what the impact 
of this policy will have on the 
viability and hazards to vessel 
safety before this rush to bring 
in the quota balancing for 
demersal stocks has irreversible 
damage to our Industry or God 
forbid lead to a fatality. 

The Minister, despite the 
IS&WFPO voiced concerns, 
made his decision on this 
dramatic change in management 
arrangements and, in our 
opinion, is not taking into 
account the result of his public 

consultation where the majority 
of fishermen also voiced their 
opposition to his pilot policy.

The Directors of the 
IS&WFPO are right in 
expressing if the pilot 
demersal quota balancing 
policy, as originally set out, 
was implemented then the 
cost to operators would result 
in thousands of euro’s being 
lost and a massive increase in 
expenses while damaging the 
market return for their catches.

However, following a 
meeting of the producer 
organisations with the Minister 
Creed on July 4th, where in 
light of the immediate effects 
this would have on operators, 
a change was suggested by 
all industry to the Minister’s 
SI that could allow the 
implementation of the policy 
with minimal impact to the 
operations of our Industry. 

This would give some 
flexibility to allow operators 
adjust their operations to take 
account of weather conditions, 
logistics of limited berth in 
our ports and harbours and 
the financial implications 
of potential landing of large 
quantities of fish in a narrow 
time frame on market prices, 
but most importantly the safe 
navigation of vessels and the 
danger of massive increases in 
our industry’s carbon footprint.

The original position from 
the Directors of the IS&WFPO 
was and is simple, keep the 
current monthly allocations for 
all stocks, use the electronic 
logbook that are filled in before 
12 midnight of every day of a 
vessels trip to identify what fish 
is caught, where, when and in 
what quantities so traditional 
fishing practises do not have to 
change.

For deterrent purposes 
introduce the calculating of the 
balancing multiplying policy of 
any identified overshot within 
the combined months of the 
chosen introductory species 
set at a maximum three times a 
year for the first year to ensure 
this is a gradual introduction 
of this new policy giving 
every chance for operators 
to incorporate this into the 
sustainable running of their 
operation without jeopardising 
the viability of their businesses 
and putting badly needed 
coastal community jobs at risk.

The Industry together now 
feel this could be accomplished 
by operators closing their 
logbooks at the end of the 
calendar month thus allowing 
calculations be carried out later 
by using the landing declaration 
as a tool to quantify the correct 
weights for fish landed in the 
now two logged trips.

If the Minister’s policy 
remains as it is, as is evident 
from the immediate effects in 
had at the end of June, before 
it even came in to force proved 
the Industries Carbon footprint 
will soar, complications on the 
traceability of fish will ensue, 
changes will have to be made 
ashore in landing facilities, not 
only will working conditions 
change for fishermen but also 
the working conditions of those 
valuable coastal community 
Industry workers, costs will rise 
and most importantly lives will 
be put at risk.

The Directors of the IS&W, 
having tried to prevent this to 
date, feel they have no option 
but to withdraw any support they 
have given to demersal quota 
balancing as the prescribed cure 
to a so far hypothetical condition 
will end up killing the patient.     
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The two fishermen who lost 
a case in the High Court 
last year, relating to the 

methodology used by the SFPA to 
calculate catches, have been granted 
leave to appeal the High Court’s 
judgement in the Supreme Court.

Pat Fitzpatrick and Michael 
Flannery originally took the case to 
challenge the decision taken to close 
the Porcupine prawn fishery, based 
on the SFPA’s 2017 assessment 
that estimated rather than the 773 
tonnes logged, the actual catch of 
prawns from area FU16 was 1991 
tonnes. The SFPA’s assessment was 
based on ‘a unilateral change to the 
system’ for assessing catches, which 
up until then had been based on a 
vessel’s logbooks. 

The fishermen had argued that 
the ‘new’ method used by the SFPA, 
was in contravention with the 
Control Regulation, which sets out 
rules regarding the completion and 
submission of electronic logbooks 
and the recording of catches and 
fishing effort.

The High Court, however, found 
that the ‘time spent’ methodology 
applied by the SFPA to calculate 
the quantities of fish caught by 
fishermen was lawful and not 
at variance with the Control 
Regulation. 

The fishermen will now appeal 
this decision which they say 
was “erroneous, accepting as it 
did the legality of the time spent 
methodology” in the Supreme 
Court. 

The fishermen argue that in 
replacing the accepted logbook 
system, as stipulated under the 
Control Regulation, the SFPA 
replaced that system with its own 
scheme, and that the Minister, rather 
than reporting figures based on this 
methodology to the Commission 
should have rejected them as having 
been collected using a method 
not provided for by the Control 
Regulation. 

They claim that this new 
calculation method, which diverges 
from the practice in other EU 
member states, infringes their rights, 
and those of all fishermen fishing 
a similar quota, under the Control 
Regulation and argue that this new 
system of calculation could be 
rolled out across the entire fishing 
sector. 

The Department and SFPA, 
on the other hand, claim that it 
emerged in 2017 that the applicants' 
log books were "grossly unreliable" 
and that the Authority had an 
obligation not to report those 
particular figures to the Minister 

and this duty was discharged by 
the creation of, and the reporting 
of figures derived from, the "time 
spent" methodology. 

They, therefore, argue that the 
true question to be asked is whether 
when the fishers' logbook figures 
are reasonably suspected to be 
unreliable, the Authority is entitled 
to employ "reasonable, scientifically 
valid methods to determine and 
report the most accurate outtake 
figures".

They also argue that the actions 
taken do not infringe the Control 

Regulation, the State's EU law 
obligations or the rights of the 
fishermen, and that the approach 
taken does not diverge from that of 
other member states. 

On granting the appeal the Court 
said that it is of the view that, it is 
arguable that the new methodology 
could be extended to waters beyond 
just FU 16, and that the legality of 
the time spent methodology should, 
therefore, be resolved. 

The outcome of the case will, no 
doubt, will have huge implications 
for the entire industry. 

Rockall

 

Second Hand Full Certificate  
of Competency
– 02 September-18 December,  

NFC Castletownbere
– 26 August-18 December, NFC Greencastle

Class 3 Marine Engineer (Fishing)
– 16 September-July 2020, NFC Greencastle

Navigation Control (Fishing)
– 14-25 October, NFC Castletownbere

Electronic Navigation Systems (Fishing)
– 11-27 September, NFC Greencastle

Enhanced Safety Training (Under 15m)
– 03 September, NFC Castletownbere
– 29 October, NFC Castletownbere
– 02 October, NFC Greencastle

Safety Training (3-day)
– 27-29 August, Rossaveal, Co. Galway,  

contact 087 6837134
– 09-11 September, Howth, Co. Dublin,  

contact 087 2334620
– 10-12 September, NFC Castletownbere
– 16, 17 & 19 September, Howth, Co. Dublin,  

contact 087 2334620

– 17-19 September, Rossaveal, Co. Galway,  
contact 087 6837134

– 14-16 October, NFC, Greencastle
– 15-17 October, NFC Castletownbere

Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting (3-day)
– 17-19 September, NFC Castletownbere
– 11-13 December, NFC Greencastle

Advanced Fire Fighting (5-day)
– 07-11 October, NFC Castletownbere
– 25-29 November, NFC Greencastle

First Aid Responder (3-days)
– 23-25 September, NFC Castletownbere
– 16-18 December, NFC, Greencastle

GMDSS GOC Radio Proficiency
– 26 August-13 September, NFC Greencastle
– 29 October-08 November, NFC Castletownbere

GMDSS Short Range Radio Proficiency  
(Modules 1 & 2)
– 10-12 September, Rossaveal, Co. Galway,  

contact 087 6837134
– 23-25 September, Howth, Co. Dublin,  

contact 087 2334620
– 01-03 October, NFC Greencastle

GMDSS Restricted Operators Certificate
– 23-26 September, Rossaveal, Co. Galway,  

contact 087 6837134

Commercial Scuba (4 weeks)
– 30 September-25 October,  

NFC Castletownbere

Surface Supplied Diver (3 weeks)
– 04-29 November, NFC Castletownbere

Two Day Seafood HACCP Workshop
– 09-10 October, Athlone, contact (01) 2144 185
– 23-24 October, Cork, contact (01) 2144 185 

NFC Greencastle +353 74 938 1068/1099 
NFC Castletownbere +353 27 71230

To confirm the mobile training schedule on the 
west coast please contact 087 6837134 and  
on the east coast call 087 2334620.

Funding for the course fee and subsistence  
costs may be available through BIM’s Seafood 
Training Scheme.

www.bim.ie

National Fisheries College of Ireland 
August Schedule 2019
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SUPREME COURT HEARING FOR PORCUPINE FISHERMEN
The Endurance towing in the Porcupine on a fine day. 
Image Colin Reynolds, Skipper of the Resilient

The colonial echoes 
of Ashley Hayden’s 
lamentation, printed 

in the Irish Examiner July 2nd 
entitled Paradise Lost: Fish 
Stock ruined by gillnetting 
(with versions appearing 
elsewhere), for the ‘wild’ 
and once ‘pristine marine 
environment’ off the Beara 
Penninsula—now according 
to Mr Hayden ‘under attack, 
from within’ and requiring, 
among others, the (outside and 
top-down?) imposition (!) of a 
‘community managed marine 
protected area between Crow 
Head, Dursey Head and Cod’s 
Head’—are deafening.

In his book Troubled Waters. 
A Social and Cultural History 
of Ireland’s Sea Fisheries, Jim 
Mac Laughlin deals with the 
manner in which the western 
seaboard and its inhabitants, 
including coastal inhabitants 
and fishermen and women, 
were at various times in 
the State’s colonial history 
portrayed—on the one hand, 
as the unruly inhabitants of 
an unruly landscape requiring 
taming, on the other, as ‘social 
litter’ blotting an otherwise 
pristine landscape and 
seascape—comprehensively.

Unfortunately for fishermen 
and women (and, indeed, 
many have argued for fish 
as well), these ideas today 
form the basis of much of the 
management efforts that shape 
the interactions between those 
who fish for a living and their 
environment, including those 
currently spoiling the view in 
West Cork.

Paradise saved? A response to Ashley Hayden
By The Editor

As highlighted by the 
anthropologist Penny McCall 
Howard, the sad reality faced 
by people who fish for a 
living is that their productive 
contributions (I do assume 
that the chowder that the 
author enjoyed was caught 
at sea?) are often seen by 
others as destructive rather 
than productive, while the 
environment in which they 
work—the sea—is treated as 
a wilderness to be preserved 
and protected from human 
influence.  

(As per Mr Hayden’s 
argument, that is, aside from 
allowing those who like to 
take a jaunt to the coast at 
the weekend to gaze at those 
‘pristine’ shores and maybe 
catch a fish or two whilst there 

– not for food, or bait, or to 
earn a living, but for sport!) 

Many studies show that 
fishermen and women, 
however, do not see nature 
in this manner (perhaps they 
have not engaged in nature 
enough through the prism of 
Attenborough’s Blue Planet?), 
but rather see themselves as 
part of those ecosystems with 
which they interact on a day to 
day basis, though granted they 
do so on terms they themselves 
have not chosen. 

Even if there was any 
reasoned sense in Mr Hayden’s 
argument, there are endless 
studies suggesting there are 
serious issues with his suggested 
remedy for the perceived ill 
and a cursory glance at the 
literature on MPAs, especially 

those which are imposed on 
communities in a top-down 
manner would suggest that 
the jury is out on these as an 
effective long term ecological 
management measure, 
though it might not be with 
respect to the social damage 
such impositions can cause. 

Incidentally, one might 
also find that the current 
biodiversity crisis may well 
be partially grounded in the 
very ideas expressed by Mr 
Hayden about nature, rather 
than the day to day activities 
of local fishermen working 
in an environment which for 
them, rather than a ‘pristine 
wilderness’ devoid of people to 
be enjoyed at the weekend by 
incoming tourists, is very much 
a peopled space. 

With tenders received 
and contractors 
expected to be 

appointed next month works 
on Killybegs Harbour 
extension are to commence in 
last quarter of 2019, with the 
contract expected to take 12 
months to complete. 

Deputy Pat the Cope 
Gallagher Leas Cheann 
Comhairle has welcomed 
confirmation from the 

Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine that 
tenders have been received 
for the works at the Smooth 
Point at Killybegs Fishery 
Harbour Centre. The tenders 
were received by the 
Department on May 20th, and 
a contractor is expected to be 
appointed next month. 

Subject to availability 
it is anticipated that the 
contractor is to be on site by 

September 2019, the contract 
duration is 12 months and 
preparatory works on the 
site development such 
as dredging had already 
commenced in 2017 and were 
completed in 2018 added Pat 
the Cope.

The Smooth Point project 
at Killybegs Harbour, when 
complete, will provide a 120 
metres quay space. The total 
cost of this phase including 

preparation, permitting and  
design costs stands at €6.5m 
stated Pat the Cope. 

The additional capacity 
at the harbour will be of 
immense benefit to the 
various harbour users and 
certainly will assist in the 
overall long-term sustainable 
development of Killybegs as 
the premier harbour in the 
northwest and west of Ireland 
concluded Pat the Cope.

€6.5 million Killybegs Harbour extension expected to 
start in late 2019

Angling trips on the Beara Peninsula are booming. Image by Niall Duffy
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The announcement of BIM plans for a €1.5 million Sea Survival Training Centre at the 
BIM National Fisheries Training College Greencastle in 2016. Photo - Clive Wasson

NEWS
in brief

EU Parliment's Fisheries 
Committee announced

  
Early in July, MEPs approved the 

size of all Parliament’s committees 
and subcommittees and their 
composition was confirmed by 
political groupings

The new Fisheries Committee 
will consist of 28 MEPs. The Green 
Party’s Grace O’Sullivan (Group of 
Greens/ European Free Alliance) is 
Ireland’s only full member sitting on 
the Committee.

Fine Gael’s Maria Walsh, 
who is part of the Group of the 
European People's Party (Christian 
Democrats), has been listed as a 
substitute member. 

Lib Dem Chris Davies (Renew 
Europe, UK) was elected chair of 
the Committee at the committee's 
constitutive meeting on July 10th. 

Ireland one of only four EU 
countries running a domestic 
surplus of fish

July 9th was European ‘Fish 
Dependence Day’ – the day when 
the E.U. has used up all its own 
seafood resources and must rely 
on imports for the rest of the year to 
meet demand.

Falling an entire month earlier 
than in 2000, 30 years ago Europe 
(as a whole) could meet demand 
until September or even October.

In short, Europe eats far more fish 
than it catch or grow, and more than 
half of the yearly demand comes 
from abroad, a lot of which comes 
from developing countries.

On average, each European 
citizen consumes 22.7 kg of seafood 
products each year. Portugal (55.3 
kg), Spain (46.2 kg), Lithuania 
(44.7 kg), France (34.4 kg), and 
Sweden (33.2 kg) have the highest 
consumption rates in the E.U 
and together, these five countries 
account for about one third of EU 
fish consumption.

Only four countries run a domestic 
surplus producing as much or 
more than they consume (Croatia, 
Netherlands, Ireland and Estonia). 

Imagine the surplus Ireland could 
have if it had more than a paltry 
allocation of quota!

 
Record breaking fish exports for 
Norway

 
The strong world demand for 

fish is reflected in the figures for 
Norway's exports in the first half of 
this year, writes Arthur Reynolds 
from Bergen. 

All previous records were 
broken by the 1.300.000 tons 
of fish and fish product 
sold abroad, with 
shellfish and salmon 
making the most 
advances.
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Harsh Brexit warnings from Government
Fisheries remain area of significant concern

Donegal Senator Pádraig 
Mac Lochlainn has 
described the confirmation 

from Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) 
that they do not intend to proceed 
with the €1.5 million Sea Survival 
Training Centre at the National 
Fisheries College in Greencastle as 
“reckless” and said there is a “real 
sense of betrayal” in Greencastle 
at the decision. 

Last month, the Senator 
demanded answers and asked for 
a commitment from the Minister 
for the Marine, Michael Creed that 
his department will ensure that 
BIM has the financial resources to 
deliver on the project that was first 
announced in 2016, just before the 
general election.

In response to a parliamentary 
question on the matter posed by 
Sinn Féin’s Pearse Doherty, T.D., 
June 25th, the Minister said: 
“This project is currently under 
review in the wider context of the 
provision of existing professional 
sea survival training facilities 
within the State and the cost, both 
construction and operational, of 
such a facility.”

The Minister further stated: “At 
the present time, there is no 
provision or plans to proceed with 
this additional project and funding 
has not been provided in Bord 
Iascaigh Mharas’s Vote in 2019, 
for this proposed additional 
facility within the State.”

“This is an outrageous and 
reckless decision. This €1.5 
million centre was announced 
back in 2016, just before the 
general election by government 
politicians including Minister 

Anger at “reckless” decision to scrap plans for €1.5 million 
Sea Survival Training Centre at Greencastle

Joe McHugh,” said Senator Mac 
Lochlainn.

“At the time, it was stated that 
the new centre would include 
the development of a fifteen-
metre simulator pool, an elevated 
platform equipped with a wave 
machine, water spray unit and 
fans capable of simulating 
the type of extreme weather 
conditions fishermen are often 
faced with.

“And that the centre would 
also be equipped with two 
changing areas, a self-contained 
heating unit which can maintain 
water temperatures of 23-28 
degrees Celsius, as well as 
a water treatment unit and 
a new classroom which can 
accommodate sixteen students.”

This, highlighted the Senator, 
would allow the college to 
replicate weather conditions and 
provide a more extensive training 
course with the only other centre 
of its kind to be found in Cork at 
the other end of the island.

“Surely we have learned 
from too many tragedies at sea 
how important it is to train and 
test our fishers in surroundings 
that accurately reflect the tough 
conditions that they will face at 
sea,” he said. 

The new facility was first 
announced in February 2016 
and in a statement following the 
announcement then BIM CEO 
Tara McCarthy said: 

“Without the right training 
fishermen will not know how to 
react when faced with an accident 
at sea. With an average of four 
fishermen losing their lives at sea 

every year, preparing fishermen 
for the worst case scenario is 
crucial to reducing fatalities. 

“The new BIM Sea Survival 
Training Centre will allow our 
trainers to test what fishermen 
have learnt in the classroom with 
the reality of a genuine incident 
at sea against a range of adverse 
weather conditions. This latest 
plan will bolster our existing 
nationwide training service”.

The Greencastle Sea Survival 
Training Centre had been due 
for completion in 2017 and was 
to serve fishermen from Clare, 
Galway, Sligo, Donegal and the 
Northern Counties of the East 
Coast including Louth and Dublin. 

At the time, BIM also stated 
it would “bring the National 
Fisheries College in line with 
international best practice”. Now, 

however, says the Minister, the 
existing facilities based in Cork 
“are available for the provision of 
all necessary and required training 
for fishermen.”

In the Seanad on June 20th, 
Senator Mac Lochlainn said: 
“I have spoken to people in the 
college and the community, as 
well as fishermen, and people are 
very angry about this. There is a 
real sense of betrayal.”

Senator Mac Lochlainn also 
urged the Marine Minister and 
his Department “to urgently 
intervene, meet officials from 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara and see how 
this officially announced centre 
could be made a reality.”

“That is the least the 
Government can do for the fishing 
communities right along the west 
coast and into the North,” he said. 

On July 3rd, Independent 
TD Mattie McGrath 
introduced a Private 

Members Bill aimed at 
amending the requirements 
for composition of the Marine 
Casualty Investigation Board 
(MCIB). The Merchant 
Shipping (Investigation 
of Marine Casualties) 
Amendment Bill 2019, if 
adopted, would mean that 
having maritime or marine 
accident experience would be a 
legal requirement for members 
of the MCIB.

Speaking in the Dáil the 
Tipperary TD said: “the Bill is 
an attempt to draw some good 
out of a tragedy that befell two 
families in my constituency on 
Sunday, 23 May 2010. 

“On that day, on a beautiful 
sunny afternoon, John 

New bill aimed at amending MCIB composition requirements
O’Brien and his good friend 
Patrick Esmonde went fishing 
off Helvick Head, County 
Waterford. Tragically they never 
returned to their loved ones. 

“Since then, I have worked 
closely with John O’Brien’s 
sister Anne-Marie to have a full, 
open and thorough investigation 
to establish the exact cause of 
death. The fight will continue.”

“What this Bill seeks 
to do is rectify the bizarre 
circumstances whereby there is 
no legal obligation whatsoever 
on the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport or his agents 
to ensure that members of the 
Marine Casualty Investigation 
Board have maritime or marine-
accident experience.

“This has always been a major 
issue for the two families, who 
have never accepted the official 

outcome of the investigation into 
the deaths on the summer’s day. 

“If this Bill is accepted and 
passed, it will strengthen the 
onus on the Minister and his 
agents to ensure that qualified 
and suitable candidates are 
selected for the membership of 
the board. Maritime experience 
should be a prerequisite. 

“It is a fair and reasonable 
requirement given the gravity 
of the cases that may need to be 
investigated.

“It stands in stark contrast 
to the equivalent board in 
the United Kingdom, where 
marine casualty investigation 
experience is a prerequisite and 
a requirement. 

“We must have a similar 
situation in this jurisdiction in 
order to protect the integrity of 
the process and ensure that no 

stone is left unturned for the 
loved ones left behind in cases 
involving marine accidents 
with fatalities. 

“They happen, unfortunately, 
and it is a tragedy but we need 
to have the fullest possible 
investigations as well as 
expertise on this board which 
sadly we do not have.”

John O’Brien and Patrick 
Esmonde went fishing in a 
dinghy off Helvick on the 
afternoon of Sunday 23 May 
2010. The two men from 
Tipperary drowned that 
evening. 

An inquest into the tragedy 
in September 2013 returned an 
open verdict.

Since 2010, however, the 
families of the two men have 
been critical about the standard 
of investigation by the MCIB.

The Government’s latest 
Brexit planning document, 
published July 9th, says 

a disorderly Brexit will “have 
profound political, economic 
and legal implications” 
for Ireland and despite the 
mitigation measures that have 
been undertaken so far, fisheries 
remain one of the key areas at 
risk.

With fears now increasing of 
a no-deal Brexit this autumn, 
last month Ministers were 
briefed on the latest status of the 
Government’s Brexit planning 
and provided with the updated 
Contingency Action Plan that 
states: 

“A no deal Brexit will mean 
that on 31 October 2019, the 
UK’s status under EU law 
will change from that of an 
EU Member State to that of a 
‘third country’ with no trade or 
cooperation agreements in place 
with the EU. 

“The transition period, 
provided for in the Withdrawal 
Agreement, will not apply. 
The UK will be immediately 
outside the Single Market and 
the Customs Union and will no 
longer be part of the framework 
of EU law.”

“A no deal Brexit will be an 
unprecedented event, bringing 
with it disruption and severe 
negative economic impacts.”

The 117-page long 
contingency plan summarises 
the preparations the Government 
has made in recent months and 
says that these preparations 
will intensify over the coming 

months. 
It also states, however, that 

despite extensive mitigation 
measures being undertaken at EU 
level, significant short-term risks 
in the event of a no-deal remain 
including disruption to trade, and 
closure of businesses, among 
others. 

Exposure to the UK 
market, possible tariff and 
non-tariff barriers (e.g. 
labelling, certification, notice 
requirements), and given most 
Irish agri-food exporters to the 
EU use the UK as a landbridge 
mean that the agri-food sector is 
“uniquely exposed to a no deal 
Brexit.”

With over one-third of all Irish 
fish landings coming from the 
UK EEZ, the fishing sector is 
especially exposed. Delays in the 
transport of fresh seafood via the 
landbridge will also be critical.

“There is a risk that in a no 
deal scenario the EU fleet would 
no longer have access to UK 
waters, which could doubly 
impact Irish operators given the 
potential for displacement of 
activity into EU waters subject to 
Irish control.”

Legislative measures allowing 
for funding for temporary 
cessation of fishing activities in 
the event that access to fishing 
grounds in UK waters are 
restricted and allowing the EU 
to grant UK boats reciprocal 
access to EU waters until the end 
of 2019 have already been taken 
at EU level so as to mitigate the 
worst effects of a no deal on 
fishermen and women. 

The report states also that the 
Government is “actively working 
with fellow Member States and 
the EU to identify alternative 
options for the period from 
2020 onwards” and working to 
develop “a common framework 
to manage potential tying-up of 
boats, the possible displacement 
into EU waters under the control 
of Ireland of fleets from other 
Member States, and funding for 
the sector.”

In terms of what happens 
next, the document states that 
there will be further extensive 
engagement with sectors 
through DAFM’s Stakeholder 
Consultative Committee, the All-
Island Civic Dialogue process 
and through ongoing bilateral 
contacts.

Steps taken by the Government 
over the coming months will 
include working with Brexit 
exposed firms including the 
continued roll-out of existing 
supports and schemes; and 
engaging closely with the 
Commission in relation to 
supports and flexibilities under 
State aid rules, and the European 
Maritime and Fisheries Fund. 

The Government has also 
called on businesses to take 
steps, between now and the 
end of October, to identify the 
appropriate preparedness and 
economic supports in preparation 
for the impact of Brexit and 
access the relevant supports, 
schemes and advisory resources 
in place to support them in 
preparing for Brexit between now 
and then.

Spanish vessel detained for skate fishing 
offences in Castletownbere

On June 9th, a 
Spanish registered 
fishing vessel, Nova 

Alborada, was detained in 
Castletownbere for alleged 
skate fishing infringements. 

The Sea-Fisheries 
Protection Authority (SFPA) 
has stated that the detention of 
the vessel resulted from a joint 
operation with the UK Marine 
Management Organisation 
(MMO) and An Gardaí. 

Following a special hearing 
at Macroom District Court 
before Judge James McNulty 

on June 10th, the skipper of 
the vessel was charged with 
the retention of a prohibited 
species of fish and a second 
charge of mis-reporting 
its fishing activity on its 
logbook. 

The Skipper was returned 
to Cork Circuit Court on 
30th October next to face 
the charges. Judge McNulty 
also ordered that the vessel 
was to be held in continued 
detention, unless bond was 
provided in the sum of 
€139,000 to the court.

Susan Steele, Chair, 
SFPA stated the operation 
highlights the success of 
interagency co-operation, and 
said: “We have zero tolerance 
for vessels illegally fishing 
endangered species in our 
waters. The UK MMO has 
liaised with Irish authorities 
on this case and luckily this 
alleged infringement was 
detected following inspection. 
We will continue to work with 
authorities across Europe to 
deter and detect any future 
illegal fishing violations.”
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By Lorna Siggins

AUGUST has been a “wicked 
month” ever since writer Edna 
O’Brien made it so, and no more 
so than when it is attached to a 
significant deadline.

Marine stakeholders were 
given just two months to 
respond to a draft Marine 
Planning Policy statement which 
three ministers published at the 
annual Harnessing our Ocean 
Wealth conference in Cork in 
June.

However, there are mixed 
views as to how important 
this tight deadline is – or how 
important it is to get upset about 
the short timeframe. The marine 
planning policy statement is an 
18-page summary of the State’s 
approach to all aspects of same, 
outlining a vision for the future 
and setting out “overarching 
policies and principles” and 
priorities, rather than fine detail.

It deals with “all parts of 
the marine planning system—
from forward planning to 
development management—for 
example, the foreshore licensing 
system or aquaculture licensing 
to enforcement”, the lead 
department says.

That department is 
Housing, Planning and Local 
Government, which has been 
given “whole government” 
responsibility for navigating a 
course set by the EU in relation 
to “blue Europe”.

Key EU directives include 
the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive, which imposes 
a duty on member states to 
achieve good environmental 

“Developers might say that if their project 
is 16km offshore there is no community, but 

there are local fishing grounds and recreation 
zones often involved” 

status in four regional seas by 
2020, while the Marine Spatial 
Planning directive focuses on 
how best to “harness” ocean 
wealth without conflict.

Neither takes precedence 
over the other, according to the 
department, which has been 
charged with implementation of 
both.

As the department explains, 
the Marine Planning Policy 
Statement “serves as a parallel 
to the 2015 Planning Policy 
Statement which underpins the 
operation of the entire land-
planning system in Ireland”.

“It will apply to all facets of 
marine planning,” it says, and 
is “being introduced initially on 
a non-statutory basis, pending 
the introduction of legislation 
in 2020 that will provide for the 
preparation, adoption and review 
of statutory marine planning 
policy statements on six-yearly 
cycles”.

“It is the overarching policy 
statement for these three 
components of the marine 
planning system and sets out 
the governing principles and 
priorities the Government 
has for those three parts,” the 
department explains.

One of its important segments 
is a National Marine Planning 
Framework—the first of its 
type in this State—which will 
be published in draft form in 
September with a three month 
consultation period. This latter 
document is the renamed 
“marine spatial plan” which the 
department has been working 
on over the past year, and 
which involved several public 
consultation sessions.

As the department explains, 

it is focused on “the forward 
planning part of marine 
planning, as in setting out 
sectoral policies to guide activity 
or development over a 20 year 
period”.

The “overarching policy 
statement” is a bit “motherhood 
and apple pie” in sections, 
but aims to set out both high-
level priorities, and policies 
and principles which the 
Government “expects marine 
planning and other public bodies 
that engage with the marine 
planning system to observe”. 

As the policy statement 
notes, few people have 
experience or knowledge of the 
marine planning process, despite 
the fact that 40% of the Irish 
population lives within 5km of 
the coast, and 40,000 people live 
less than 100 metres from the 
nearest coastline.

That process can be 
inconsistent, labyrinthine and 
almost non-existent, depending 
on which sector one takes. 
When the Foreshore Act was 
first passed in 1933, the scale 
and potential of Ireland’s marine 
resource was barely recognised, 
let alone acknowledged.

Ireland’s jurisdiction over one 
of Europe’s largest exclusive 
economic zones is coming into 
sharper focus at a time of rising 
pressure on oceans to provide 
for expanding populations.

The “real map of Ireland” 
which the Marine Institute first 
published in postcard form over 
20 years ago shows how this 
island’s “blue fields” extend out 
over 220 million acres. That 
area may expand to 12 times the 
land size and three times the size 
of Germany if a claim lodged 

by the State with the United 
Nations back in 2009 is realised.

The map for the marine plan 
extends from the mean high-
water mark to 200 nautical miles 
in parts, and does not quite 
match the “real map of Ireland” 
as it does not include sea areas 
still the subject of a claim. A 
baseline report published by 
the Department of Housing 
aimed to reflect a “snapshot” 
of activity which would inform 
consultations before a final 
spatial plan—or marine planning 
framework—is published in late 
2020/2021.

Thanks to two decades of 
intensive seabed mapping—
Ireland’s version of space 
exploration—we now know 
the “resource” encompasses 
much more than fish, and 
several marine special areas 
of conservation have been 
designated to protect fragile 
areas, such as gardens of 
cold-water coral formed over 
thousands of years.

PricewaterhouseCooper’s 
Economy of the Sea Barometer, 
published last year, noted 
Ireland’s “potential” in both 
fossil and renewable energies, 
and listed it as among the top 15 
in the world for offshore wind 
energy development.

Ireland’s relatively shallow 
shelf area might also be a target 
for deep-sea mining, while deep-
water sponges and other fauna 
may have biopharmaceutical 
application. All this at a time of 
increasing knowledge on the toll 
taken by human impact on the 
sea – warmer seas, rising levels 
and ocean acidification.

Two economic targets have 
already been articulated in the 

State’s Harnessing Our Ocean 
Wealth strategy initiated in 2012 
– doubling the value of our ocean 
wealth to 2.4 per cent of gross 
domestic product, and increasing 
the turnover of the ocean economy 
to exceed €6.4 billion by 2030.

Status reports published by 
NUI Galway’s Socio-Economic 
Marine Research Unit indicate 
Ireland’s “ocean economy” is 
heading in the right direction, 
with turnover at €5.5 billion in 
2017. As participants at the Galway 
consultation meeting last year 
pointed out, marine spatial planning 
must be inclusive, rather than 
exclusive, and recent near-shore 
controversies over fish farming 
and renewable energy testing have 
highlighted a dominance of sectoral 
lobbying over effective coastal zone 
management.

Fishing industry organisations 
told The Skipper that they are still 
preparing responses to the overall 
policy statement. However, the 
Killybegs Fishermen’s Organisation 
(KFO) has welcomed the fact 
that the policy statement records 
that a “marine planning system 
will support the maintenance 
and development of our seafood 
industry, particularly in recognition 
of our strong fishing heritage and its 
contribution to vibrant, accessible 
sustainable coastal and island 
communities.”

The KFO says the development 
of a marine national planning 
framework is “long-overdue and 
sincerely welcomed by all sectors 
and stakeholders, but it must also be 
viewed against the backdrop of the 
parallel development of the Climate 
Action Adaptation Plan which 
advocates huge support for offshore 
renewable energy. “

“The proposals being considered 
could create disproportionate 
problems for the existing fishing 
industry and hinder investment and 
growth in future,” the KFO says.

NUI Galway political science 
and sociology lecturer Dr Brendan 
Flynn notes that it “would be 
interesting to see how much best 
practise is drawn from Scotland 
and New Zealand and if there is 
a methodology to map competing 
sea users and to find some way of 
balancing those”. 

“I would support development of 
offshore renewables, in preference 
to chasing El Dorado offshore oil 
and gas, but there are obviously 
planning issues with offshore 
wind and potentially tidal energy 
structures,” Dr Flynn says.

“Local maritime communities 
should have significant say and 
potentially some gain from offshore 

energy projects that often involve 
large taxpayer subsidies in different 
ways. Local coastal community 
gain is important to recognise,” Dr 
Flynn says. 

“Developers might say that if 
their project is 16km offshore there 
is no community, but there are 
local fishing grounds and recreation 
zones often involved,” Dr Flynn 
adds.

The Irish Marine Federation has 
said that “barriers to investment 
and sustainability” around the Irish 
coastline have for “too long stymied 
growth in the marine sphere”.

The trade body’s chair Paal 
Janson says its member’s voices 
are being heard at regular meetings 
with Minister of State for Planning 
and Local Government Damien 
English, and it looks forward to 
incorporating feedback from its 
members on the policy statement 
consultation draft

The Irish Wildlife Trust 
(IWT), which has been working 
with  Coastwatch and the Seas 
at Risk non-governmental 
organisations to have marine 
protected areas implemented in 
Irish waters, says it welcomes the 
policy’s commitment to legislate for 
activities in the marine space.

However, IWT spokesman 
Pádraic Fogarty says that  the 
consultation document “puts 
economic exploitation ahead of 
ecological protection in very Fine 
Gael fashion and this is a big 
concern for us”

“Our other concern is that—
when it comes to MPAs at least—
there should be a strong focus 
on public participation, and this 
is something we’ve been trying 
to talk to fishing representative 
groups about,” Mr Fogarty says.

“We want low impact fishers 
to be working with scientists and 
government agencies. Without this 
emphasis on participation, we’d 
be very worried that we’ll just end 
up with paper parks. Implementing 
this js where European Maritime 
and Fisheries Fund money should 
be going,” he says.

Former Environmental 
Protection Agency  (EPA) director 
Micheál Ó Cinnéide, who is 
speaking in a personal capacity, 
credits Department of Housing 
officials with the effort put into 
the public consultations on the 
draft National Marine Planning 
Framework, and welcomes the 
level of engagement. 

“I’d hope that effort and 
engagement will be reflected in 
the detail of that draft framework, 
published in September,” Mr Ó 
Cinnéide says.

 

Australia is a pioneer 
by necessity, 
managing its Great 

Barrier Reef through a 
marine park act since 
1974, with eight specified 
zones managed by a park 
authority.

Belgium manages its 
small North Sea area 
through zoning for specific 
activities like wind energy 
or aquaculture. This allows 
for other activities, except in 
nature conservation zones.

England has prepared 
plans for five of 11 areas 
extending from 12 nautical 
miles out, adopting a 
“hybrid” approach between 
policy guidance and spatial 
designation.

Scotland is about to 
review its first national 
marine plan, published 
in 2015 and managed by 
statutory one-stop authority 
Marine Scotland. It is not 
based on specific spatial 
designations or zonings, 
but on strategic policies and 
Objectives.

US: New England’s 
ocean plan for five 
states also avoids spatial 
designations and adopts 
a “principles-based” 
approach, based on 
healthy oceans and coastal 
ecosystems, effective 
decision-making, and 
compatibility among past, 
current and future ocean 
users.

Long before the EU 
began focusing on 
planning frameworks 

for “blue Europe”, valiant 
efforts were made to 
introduce coastal zone 
management systems to 
avoid conflicts between 
activities.

One such was the Bantry 
Bay Charter, spearheaded 
by  Cork County Council 
as a template for integrated 
coastal zone management. 
It involved painstaking 
work to secure consensus 
on a stakeholders’ charter. 
However, it was wound up 
in 2003, when an appeal 
by the local authority for 
matching funding from 
central government to 
maintain it fell on deaf ears.

In the intervening years, 
there have been bitter 
disputes over aquaculture, 
location of marinas, marine 
aggregate extraction and 
management of wild 
salmon, to name a few. 
As the KFO has warned, 
offshore renewable energy 
developments are also 
potential flashpoints if 
developed in fishing 
grounds.

There have been positive 
initiatives at community 
level, such as the recent 
formation of Cuan Beo 
in south-east Galway, 
which has drawn up an 
environmental charter to 
help protect the aquatic 
environment.

Former EPA director 
Micheál Ó Cinnéide points 
to the need for adequate 
resourcing to avoid 
mistakes made during the 

early stages of the Water 
Framework Directive. 
A robust planning and 
licensing structure for 
the marine which avoids 
current overlapping 
and duplication could 
be modelled on Marine 
Scotland, he believes.

Ireland’s sea area 
encompasses “one of the 
richest food-producing 
ecosystems and renewable 
energy environments 
on the planet”, Defence 
Forces chief Vice-Admiral 
Mark Mellett—an adjunct 
professor at University 
College Cork, with a 
PhD from NUI Galway 
focusing on sovereignty and 
sovereign rights—has said.

It also has some of the 
world’s roughest sea areas 
– a wave of almost 30m 
measured off this coast 
in 2000 is one of largest 
such recorded by scientific 
instruments.

Mellett told The Irish 
Times last year that “an 
appropriate marine spatial 
planning regime should 
serve to “reinforce the 
property and sovereign 
rights of the citizens of the 
State”, but notes that “like 
property rights, sovereign 
rights that are not upheld are 
more imaginary than real”. 

When there is no 
State investment in 
maintaining a Naval 
Service fleet or adequate 
Air Corps maritime 
surveillance, extending 
land-based planning 
systems out to sea may 
indeed be the stuff of 
imagination...

MORE IMAGINARY 
THAN REAL 

HOW OTHER STATES DO IT

Ireland’s Marine Planning Policy statement – 
a bit “motherhood and apple pie”? 

Salmon Cages in Ardmore Bay 
by Flaherty Aerial Photography
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The narrative of a proud 
coastal nation reclaiming 
sovereignty over it’s 

cherished cultural waters, and 
expelling the so-called “greedy 
foreign fishers”, was a rousing 
motivator to gain support for 
the Brexit campaign; and little 
wonder, how this narrative will 
be converted into a reality has 
become a diplomatic point of 
contention for the ‘slack tide’ 
Brexit negotiations. The recent 
announcement of the Scottish 
Government to enforce the 12 
nautical mile exclusion zone 
around the Islet of Rockall, and 
to declare any Irish or EU fishing 
in this area as illegal, is perhaps 
the first clash in what will be a 
lengthy crusade for the United 
Kingdom to consolidate their 
desired fishing grounds. 

However, Rockall could 
potentially determine more than 
merely ownership of the waters 
around it, which is an important 
concern for the Irish aquaculture 
producer. If the fortifying of 
Rockall is the precursor to how 
the United Kingdom envisage 
reclaiming their alleged waters 
in the Brexit campaign; how 
the dispute at Rockall is 
resolved, could potentially set 
the precedent for resolving 
ownership disputes concerning 
shared aquaculture sites held 
between Northern Ireland and 
the Republic of Ireland. One 
dispute site which comes to mind 
is Lough Foyle which is located 
between Counties  Donegal and 
Derry, and has been the subject 
of an ownership dispute between 
Ireland and the United Kingdom 
since the border was established 
in 1921. 
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By Alec Reid, 
Oyster Farmer, Donegal

The Outcome of Rockall is as Important to 
the Fish farmer as it is to the Fisherman

Disputed Ownership 

The Lough (which is, in 
reality, an estuary) is managed 
by the Loughs Agency, a cross 
border body established under the 
Belfast Agreement 1998, whose 
authority is accepted by Ireland, 
Northern Ireland and the United 
Kingdom. However; the estuary’s 
management is far from ideal as 
the disputed jurisdiction over the 
estuary means that the Loughs 
Agency has no powers to enforce 
licencing of aquaculture sites, and 
accordingly, aquaculture production 
in the area lacks the benefit of 
strategic licence management. As 
a result, aquaculture producers are 
left without the ability to acquire 
an appropriate consent for their 
sites, and public frustration for 
aquaculture in the area is inflamed 
in the face of argued “uncontrolled” 
aquaculture production. 
Consequently, a solution to the 
situation at Lough Foyle will 
inevitably have to be achieved as 
aquaculture production in the area 
is sharply on the rise, and likely an 
agreement on jurisdiction will be 
required to achieve this. Similarly 
to the situation at Rockall, this 
will mean deciding on, or making 
a substantial concession on, the 
question of who owns what. 

Currently, the ownership of 
Lough Foyle remains undefined. In 
2016, the revelation that the United 
Kingdom was actually going to 
leave the EU, and the possibility 
that a hard border could return, 
revived the dispute over ownership 
of the estuary.

At the outbreak of Brexit in 
2016, Conservative MP James 
Brokenshire the then Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland reasserted 
the UK’s claim over the entire 
Lough in a parliamentary debate 
stating that “the Government’s 
position remains that the whole of 
Lough Foyle is within the UK”. 
Further support for this claim 
was given by DUP MLA Gary 
Middleton who outlined in a BBC 
article on Lough Foyle reported 
in 2018 that “the UK government 
has always taken the stance that its 
waters run right up to the high-tide 
mark on the Donegal shore and that 
should be the way it’s maintained”. 
It is, therefore, the United 
Kingdom’s position that the entirety 
of the aquaculture production in the 
estuary occurs in United Kingdom 

waters.
The Irish Government openly 

reject that this is the reality and 
have never accepted the UK’s 
claim to the whole of the estuary. 
In response to the assertion made 
by Minister Brokenshire in 2016, 
the then Irish Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Charlie Flanagan responded 
that “I don’t accept the claims 
that the whole of Lough Foyle is 
under the jurisdiction of the UK 
government”. Furthermore, the 
Irish Department of Foreign Affairs 
continue to confirm that “Ireland 
has never accepted the UK’s claim 
to the whole of Lough Foyle”. 
Although, it remains unclear where 
the Irish Government believe the 
line is drawn in terms of ownership; 
it is explicit that they do not accept 
the United Kingdom owns what is 
claimed by them. A similar position 
to the one currently held by the Irish 
Government in the dispute over the 
ownership of the fishing rights at 
Rockall.

All eyes from Irish aquaculture 
are on Rockall

It is in this context that the 
diplomacy at Rockall acts as a 
starting point to resolving the 
disputed ownership of Lough Foyle. 
The discussion about the Northern 
Ireland border will inevitably come 
around again in the new wave of 
Brexit negotiations, and Ireland, 
Northern Ireland, the United 
Kingdom and the European Union 
will have to reach a definitive 
agreement on who owns what 
within the shared fisheries held 
between Ireland and Northern 
Ireland. How the Rockall row is 
resolved, may well establish the suit 
that these future fishery disputes 
are to follow. Accordingly, Rockall 
means as much to the fish farmer as 
it does to the fisherman.

The blunt question to ask now is 
whether Ireland is diplomatically 
capable to deal with an ownership 
dispute over Lough Foyle if 
one should arise? Previous 
negotiations and concessions 
made by Irish officials in fishery 
ownership disputes have left a 
number of industry and political 
representatives highly critical of 
the Irish Government’s ability to 
provide reliable safeguards for 
Ireland’s natural resources. 

Taking the Rockall dispute for 
example; Charles Lysaght a former 

legal advisor to the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, earlier this 
month in an Irish Times article 
aptly titled ‘Ireland’s Stance in 
the Rockall Dispute is Largely 
Nonsense’ outlined that “The 
United Kingdom government 
seized Rockall in 1955… the Irish 
government made no protest at the 
time, nor have they ever proposed 
legal proceedings or arbitration to 
contest the issue”. It is evident that 
fishing industry professionals agree 
with this contention with Francis 
O’Donnell, Chief executive of the 
Irish Fish Producers Organisation, 
commenting in a separate Irish 
Times article titled ‘Rockall was 
Handed Over to UK in 2013, 
Say Irish Fishers’ that “A 2013 
agreement between Ireland and 
the UK that includes Rockall 
in Britain’s exclusive economic 
zone…effectively conceded the 
rock and its surrounding fisheries 
area in the North Atlantic to the 
UK”. Evidently, confidence from 
the industry professionals in the 
Irish Government’s ability to 
safeguard its natural resources is 
precarious at best.

Questions have already been 
asked over the Irish Government’s 
diplomacy at Lough Foyle, even 
though no significant Brexit 
border clash over the ownership 
of the estuary has yet come to 
pass. After the disrupt of Minister 
Brokenshire’s assertion in 2016, 
Sinn Fein Senator Pádraig Mac 
Lochlainn in a Journal article 
titled ‘Irish and UK Governments 
Reassert their Claims Over 
Lough Foyle’ called on the then 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Charlie Flanagan to “immediately 
challenge this assertion on behalf 
of the Irish people … [and] to 
clarify what is the status of the 
negotiations between the two 
governments on the ownership of 
the Lough”.  Although to his credit 
Minister Flanagan challenged 
the assertion made by Minister 
Brokenshire and clarified that 
negotiations over the ownership 
dispute at Lough Foyle were 
ongoing, he did not identify what 
territory within Lough Foyle the 
Irish Government was claiming was 
within Ireland.

Consequently, in a similar 
fashion to the Irish Government’s 
contention over the ownership 
of Rockall, it would appear the 
solution of the Irish Government 

to the Lough Foyle ownership 
question is to ‘refuse to accept 
the United Kingdom’s claim 
of jurisdiction over a territory’. 
However, one key difference 
which is important to bear in mind 
between the dispute at Rockall 
and the dispute at Lough Foyle, 
is that it is definitively clear from 
previous political clashes over the 
ownership of Lough Foyle that 
Ireland has never accepted the 
United Kingdom’s jurisdiction over 
the entirety of Lough Foyle; the 
significance this crucial difference 
may have in an ownership dispute 
will only become clear after the 
dispute over Rockall is concluded 
and can be examined in full.

In the meantime, all eyes from 
Irish aquaculture are on Rockall. In 
particular, what will be important 
to examine is the diplomacy of the 
key players on the Irish side, these 
being; Minister for Agriculture, 
Food and Marine Michael Creed, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Simon 

Coveney, and even the Taoiseach 
Leo Varadkar himself. How the 
Rockall dispute is resolved, may 
well become the authoritative 
example against which all future 
Ireland and UK ownership 
disputes over shared fisheries and 
aquaculture sites are to follow suit. 
Rockall is going to affect us all, 
fisherman and fish farmer alike.

In response to a query in relation 
to these issues, a Spokesperson 
from the Department of Foreign 
Affairs said: 

“Following discussions in 
2011 between the then Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and Trade and 
the British Foreign Secretary, the 
British and Irish Governments 
agreed to seek to resolve 
jurisdictional issues relating to 
both Lough Foyle and Carlingford 
Lough.

“Since that time a series of 
meetings have taken place at official 
level between DFAT and the FCO, 
which has primary responsibility 

How the Rockall dispute is resolved, may well become the 
authoritative example against which all future Ireland and UK 
ownership disputes over shared fisheries are to follow suit. 

“The blunt question to ask now is 
whether Ireland is diplomatically capable 

to deal with an ownership dispute over 
Lough Foyle if one should arise?”

for this issue within the UK system. 
The issues involved are complex 
but the Government is committed to 
achieving a successful conclusion to 
these talks.’

With regard oyster farming in 
Lough Foyle, the Loughs Agency 
said: 

“The farming of C.gigas 
oysters on trestles in Lough 
Foyle is currently unregulated. 
Currently, Loughs Agency has no 
responsibility for the licensing of 
aquaculture in Lough Foyle or its 
development. This responsibility 
lies with the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and Marine in 
Ireland and the Department of 
Agriculture, Environment and Rural 
Affairs in Northern Ireland.

“There are high-level discussions 
currently taking place between 
the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (DFAT) and the British 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
which relate to jurisdictional issues 
before legislation can be brought 
forward to regularise this activity. 
The Agency is not involved in 
these discussions but hopes that it 
will lead to the issue of unlicensed 
oyster farms being addressed.”

All vessels, particularly those engaged in fishing, are requested to give the “M/V KOMMANDOR” 
and her survey equipment a wide berth and keep a sharp lookout in the relevant areas.

Sinbad Offshore Support Ltd. 
Killybegs, Co. Donegal, Ireland 

Tel: +353 74 97 41472   
Email: info@sinbadoffshore.com  

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR FISHING VESSELS IN 
THE CELTIC SEA OFF THE SOUTH COAST OF IRELAND

GEOPHYSICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SITE SURVEY AT 
“BARRYROE” BY GARDLINE, ON BEHALF OF EXOLA DAC 

M/V “KOMMANDOR” - Callsign: MCJO2 
Seabed Debris Clearance, Environmental Baseline and 
Habitat Assessment site survey.
Mid August 2019
16 days, excluding transit and any weather delays
Vessel monitoring VHF Ch.16

Vessel Details:
Scope:

Start Date:
Duration:
Radio:

Co-ordinates for the proposed ‘Barryroe’ site survey operational area are as follows:-

Working Area
Survey Corner Latitude Longitude

ETRS 1989 (WGS 1984)

For further information relating to this survey please refer to Marine Notices on  
www.dttas.ie/maritime/maritimesafetydirectorate/marinenotices/currentmn/current-marine-notices

and/or contact Sinbad Offshore Support during normal working hours

Lough Foyle
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A German Argo Float deployed off 
Greenland in 2014, travelled 3,500km 
across the Atlantic Ocean and was 

recovered off the coast of Co Cork in 2018. 
The Marine Institute was able to trace the 
owner and help return the Argo Float to the 
Federal, Maritime and Hydrographic Agency 
in Hamburg, Germany. 

Argo Floats are deployed across the 
world’s oceans and distribute real-time 
information on temperature and salinity 
from up to 2,000m below the ocean surface. 
The Argo Float (Number 6902584) was 
deployed in 2014 from the RV Knorr between 
Greenland and Iceland, and provided regular 
measurements until March 2017. At this 
time the float was recorded in the Labrador 
Sea, off Newfoundland, Canada. Data is 
transmitted via satellite every 10 days for the 
three to four years of an Argo Float’s lifespan. 
However, by July 2017, this Argo Float was 
drifting at the surface in the north Atlantic 
Ocean and only reporting its GPS location. 

In February 2018, the Marine Rescue Sub 
Centre (MRSC) in Valentia, Co Kerry Ireland 
contacted the Marine Institute regarding an 
Argo Float that had been recovered by a 
Union Hall Life Boat off the coast of Co Cork.

Diarmuid Ó Conchubhair, Marine Institute 
and Manager of the Irish Argo programme 
and Vice Chair of the European-Argo 
Management Board, retrieved the Argo Float 
from Co Cork. 

Diarmuid Ó Conchubhair thanked the 
Marine Rescue Sub Centre in Valentia for 
recovering the Argo Float and keeping it 
in storage. “The Argo Float was covered 
in marine growth, and clearing this debris 

revealed the float’s unique identification 
number. As a member of the European Argo 
Programme, the Marine Institute was able 
to contact national programme managers 
to trace the float to its owner, the Federal, 
Maritime and Hydrographic Agency in 
Hamburg,” he said. 

Earlier this year, the Marine Institute’s RV 
Celtic Explorer transported the Argo Float 
to Hamburg, Germany. The Argo Float is 
now a display and demonstration float at the 
Federal, Maritime and Hydrographic Agency. 

Birgit Klein, Manager of the German Argo 
Programme and Chair of the European-Argo 
Management Board expressed her thanks 
on behalf of the Federal, Maritime and 
Hydrographic Agency, to the Marine Institute 
for collecting and returning the Argo Float. 

“The Argo Float has recently been 
transformed into an exhibit, its metal hull has 
been replaced with a clear plastic cylinder 
to allow the public to view the float’s internal 
mechanisms. Analysis of the float data showed 
that the float experienced sub-zero water 
temperatures in the Labrador Sea. With such 
low surface temperatures, it was likely that 
sea ice was present and caused mechanical 
damage to the float,” Ms Klein said. 

Sub-zero water temperatures were recorded 
by the Argo Float in the Labrador Sea, off 
Newfoundland, Canada during the winter 
seasons from December 2015 to May 2016 
and again in December 2016 to April 2017. 

Mr Ó Conchubhair said, “It is not 
uncommon for research devices to travel 
from the Canadian coast to the west coast 
of Ireland. In early 2018, a research buoy 
was found on the shore at Connemarra 
in Co Galway, and had drifted over 6,000 
kilometres across the Beaufort Sea, Artic 
Ocean and Atlantic.

“Argo Floats collect measurements on 
temperature and salinity, two essential climate 
variables that help to describe the oceans’ 
physical and thermodynamic state. Through 
our involvement in the Euro-Argo Programme, 
the Marine Institute deploys three floats a 
year and works with international partners to 
observe and understand how our ocean is 
changing and also provide essential data for 
climate and oceanographic research,” Mr Ó 
Conchubhair said. 

There are currently 3,800 profiling floats 
in the world’s oceans as part of the Argo 
Programme.  
The Marine Institute’s participation in the 
Euro-Argo ERIC Programme allows Ireland 
to build national capacity in the ocean 
observation sphere and places Ireland at 
the centre of global efforts to model, project, 
mitigate and adapt to the potential impacts of 
climate change. 

For more information about Ireland’s 
involvement in the Argo programme visit: 
https://www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/
areas-activity/oceanography/euro-argo  

Track and view the data available 
from Irish Argo floats at: http://www.
digitalocean.ie 
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The M6 weather buoy being deployed on the Marine Institute’s annual ocean climate survey. Photo: Tomas Szumski.  

A German Argo Float travels across 
the Atlantic from Canada to Ireland

T he Marine Institute’s 
annual ocean climate 
research survey collects 

high quality oceanographic 
data to contribute to the 
Atlantic Ocean Observing 
System. The ocean climate 
survey has been running 
since 2004 and facilitates 
long-term monitoring of the 
deep water environment to 
the west of Ireland.

Dr Caroline Cusack, Marine 
Institute said, “The generation 
of long-term time series to 
monitor ocean climate is 
vital to allow us understand 
the likely impact of future 
changes in ocean climate on 
ecosystems and other marine 
resources. This annual repeat 
survey allows us to establish 
baseline oceanic conditions 
in Irish waters that can be 
used as a benchmark against 
future changes.”

Dr Peter Heffernan, CEO 
of the Marine Institute said, 
“Adapting to a changing 
climate is one of the greatest 
challenges facing society, 
governments and decision-
makers worldwide. Our ocean 
and climate are inextricably 
linked, and our Annual Ocean 
Climate Research Survey is 

Annual Ocean    Climate research survey on board the RV Celtic Explorer

one way in which the Marine 
Institute is able to observe 
and understand how our 
ocean is changing.”

The Marine Institute 
oceanographic and chemistry 
teams led by Dr Caroline 
Cusack and Margot Cronin, 
along with a team from NUI 
Galway led by Dr Rachel 
Cave, collected data on 
essential ocean and climate 
variables on board the RV 

Celtic Explorer. 
Physical oceanographic 

data from the survey are also 
submitted to the International 
Council for the Exploration 
of the Seas. In addition, 
the survey will contribute to 
national research such as the 
VOCAB ocean acidification 
and biogeochemistry project, 
the ‘Clean Atlantic’ project 
on marine litter and the 
A4 marine climate change 

The Marine Institute’s 
annual Irish Anglerfish 
and Megrim Survey 

extended the depth of its 
survey area to 1,500m this 
year to obtain additional 
information on selected deep-
water marine species.

Every year, scientists on 
board the Marine Institute’s 
RV Celtic Explorer monitor the 
abundance and distribution of 
anglerfish and megrim off the 
coast of Ireland and Scotland. 
Normally, the survey fishes in 
waters up to 1,000m but this 
year three extra days were 
added to explore depths up to 
1,500m. 

The reason for fishing in 
deeper water is to monitor 
the recovery of exploited 
deep-water species following 
the decline of deep-water 
fisheries in Irish waters. 

Many deep-water marine 
species such as the orange 
roughy, Portuguese dogfish 

The Irish Anglerfish and Megrim Survey goes deeper
and leafscale gulper shark 
began to be exploited in the 
early 1990s. By the end of 
the decade, these species 
had already declined 
strongly in abundance. 
These species were mainly 
sold in French and Spanish 
markets for their meat and, 
the sharks, for their oil-rich 
livers. The International 
Council for the Exploration 
of the Seas (ICES) has 
advised a zero catch for 
orange roughy since 2004 
and for Portuguese dogfish 
and leafscale gulper shark 
since 2005.

Hans Gerritsen, Fisheries 
Scientist at the Marine 
Institute said, “Many of these 
deep-sea marine species 
are quite rare and it will 
take a number of years to 
detect any trends in their 
abundance. These surveys 
provide an opportunity to 
assess the current status 

and future development of 
these species, to assist in 
the sustainable management 
and protection of Ireland’s 
deep-sea marine species.”

The survey caught 17 
Portuguese dogfish in 11 
hours of fishing, which is 
approximately twice the 
catch rate compared with 
similar surveys from 2006 
to 2009. This year’s survey 
also caught 222 leafscale 
gulper sharks, which is 
10 times more than any 
previous survey. 

However, as the catch 
numbers are relatively low, it 
is impossible to tell if these 
increases are due to chance 
or these shark species have 
increased in abundance. 
The catch rate of roundnose 
grenadiers (another 
commercially exploited deep 
water species) was similar to 
previous surveys.

Any population recovery in 

long-lived shark populations 
will be slow. The Marine 
Institute is monitoring their 
status carefully, under 
the EU’s Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive, and 
OSPAR’s obligations on 
Protected Species and 
Habitats.

Deepwater surveys were 
carried out by the Marine 
Institute during the 1990s 
and from 2006 to 2009. 
Since 2016, the Marine 
Institute has carried out 
the annual Irish Anglerfish 
and Megrim Survey which 
has offered the opportunity 
to monitor the recovery of 
deep-water species.

The survey is funded by 
the Irish Government and 
the European Maritime 
Fisheries Fund to promote 
good fisheries and 
aquaculture management 
and to protect biodiversity in 
marine habitats. 

project.
With the assistance of the 

ship’s crew, several other 
related research activities 
were carried out by the 
16 scientists aboard the 
research vessel. Additional 
activities include the 
deployment of oceanographic 
gliders, ARGO floats, ocean 
drifters and monitoring ocean 
colour data. The RV Celtic 
Explorer Master, Kenny 

Dowling, and his skilled crew 
also successfully deployed 
the replacement M6 weather 
buoy and retrieved a string 
of oceanographic sensors 
from the deep ocean at an 
adjacent subsurface moored 
station.

The Marine Institute’s 
annual ocean climate 
research survey was carried 
out from 24th May to 6th 
June 2019.  

Argo Float deployed.
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SCOTLAND NEWS Constructive no-deal meeting with Gove

Representatives of 
Scotland’s seafood 
sector met Michael 

Gove, the Secretary of State 
for Environment, Food and 
Rural Affairs and senior 
officials in London last 
month to discuss planning for 
a potential no-deal Brexit.

After the meeting, Jimmy 
Buchan, for the Scottish 
Seafood Association, said: 
“Seafood is perishable so it 
is imperative that no extra 
barriers are placed in the way 
of its access to market. We 
are now hopeful Mr Gove 
will work with his colleagues 
across the UK government to 
make sure access remains as 

swift and as easy in the future 
as it is now.”

Hamish Macdonell, for the 
Scottish Salmon Producers 
Organisation, said: “Scottish 
seafood rightly enjoys an 
enviable reputation for quality 
and availability in European 
markets. As representatives 
of all seafood sectors, farmed 
and caught, we made it clear 
to the UK government that 
we are determined to ensure 
this continues, even if the UK 

leaves the EU without a deal.
“We held a constructive 

meeting with Mr Gove and 
his senior officials and while 
we appreciate the preparatory 
work that has been already 
been undertaken, we believe 
more has to be done to protect 
seafood exports to the continent 
if no Brexit deal is agreed.”

Attending the meeting for 
the Scottish seafood sector 
were: Hamish Macdonell, 
Director of Strategic 

S cottish fishermen’s leaders 
have called for both the UK 
and Scottish governments 

to appoint dedicated fisheries 
ministers to their cabinets.

As Prime Minister Theresa 
May visited Scotland and the 
two candidates for Conservative 
Party leader prepared for 
their hustings here tomorrow, 
SFF chief executive Bertie 
Armstrong said:

SFF calls for governments to appoint 
dedicated fisheries ministers

“In these uncertain times, 
it is vitally important that the 
interests of Scottish fishing 
communities receive full and 
focused attention.

“As we move to the next 
phase on Brexit, we are urging 
both governments to appoint 
individuals with knowledge 
and experience of the industry 
to dedicated cabinet-level 
ministerial posts.

“A fisheries agreement will 
require to be reached and trade 
talks will obviously be highly 
important in shaping the future 
of the sector.

“Ministers in Whitehall 
and Edinburgh who can 
give all their time to these 
vital discussions will be of 
enormous benefit in helping 
to secure the best post-Brexit 
arrangements possible.”

P lans for four new Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) 
in Scotland have been 

announced and a consultation 
on the proposal is currently 
open. 

The Scottish Government has 
proposed four new MPAs which 
would cover a combined area of 
more than 5000 sq miles. 

The Scottish MPA network 
currently covers 22% of the 
seas around Scotland and 
consists of 231 sites.

It has been stated that the 
new MPAS would provide 
designated areas of protection 
to minke whales, basking 
sharks, Risso’s dolphins and a 
wide range of biodiversity and 
geological features. 

The four proposed Marine 
Protected Areas are:
• North-east Lewis.
• Sea of the Hebrides
• Shiant East Bank
• Southern Trench. 

Launching a consultation 
about the plans on World 
Oceans Day in June, Minister 
for the Natural Environment 
Mairi Gougeon said:

“It is our duty to help 
protect and enhance our 
marine environment so that it 
remains a prized asset for future 
generations. Not only are they 
fundamental to our way of life, 
they provide habitats for a huge 
diversity of marine wildlife 
and it is vital that we ensure 
appropriate protection for them.

“Scotland’s seas account for 
61% of the UK’s waters and 
are internationally recognised 
as being important for whales, 
dolphins and basking sharks. 
These MPAs would offer 
additional levels of protection 
to these species, and ensure 
the MPA network is fully 
representative of Scotland’s 
marine diversity.

“World Oceans Day is the 
perfect time to celebrate and 
acknowledge the valuable 
cultural and economic role of 
Scotland’s seas and I would 
urge everyone to consider 
the evidence that has been 
presented along with the 
consultation, and share their 
views on the expansion of 
Scotland’s MPA network.”

The 12-week Consultation 
on the proposals will run until 
August 30th. 

For further information 
visit https://consult.gov.scot/
marine-scotland/four-new-
marine-protected-areas/

Four new MPAs 
proposed for 
Scotland In their scientific advice 

released last month on 
fishing opportunities for 

2020, the International Council 
for the Exploration of the Sea 
(ICES) has advised a 63% cut 
to North Sea cod catches for 
next year.

ICES advises that when 
the MSY approach is applied, 
catches in 2020 should be no 
more than 10 457 tonnes. The 
advice offered last year was 
28,204 tonnes.

The scientific body has 
indicated that the reason for 
the change in advice is a 
combination of a downward 
revision of the Spawning Stock 
Biomass (SSB) in recent years, 
poor recruitment with the 
recruitment estimate for 2019 
being substantially below that 
assumed in 2018 and the need 
for a large reduction in fishing 
effort to allow the stock to 
recover to a level above safe 
precautionary reference points 
by 2021. 

With respect the quality of 
the assessment ICES states 
that since 2017 assessments 
resulted in a downscaling of 
SSB and an upward revision 
of fishing mortality, caused 
by lower catch rates of older 
fish in surveys compared to 
commercial catches. 

The reasons for this 
discrepancy, they say, are not 
understood and may include 
a number of ecological and 
human drivers. 

In their advice ICES also 
highlight that it is uncertain as 
to the factors that may have 
had an impact on the recent 
decline they estimate in the 
stock and suggest changes in 
management, climate change, 
biological and fisheries effects 
may all be factors.

North Sea cod advice slashed for 2020

In response to the advice 
for North Sea cod, the chief 
executive of the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Federation (SFF), 
Bertie Armstrong said: “There’s 
no escaping the fact that this 
unexpected downturn in the cod 
stock will be damaging for our 
fleet.

“However, we have proved 
before and we will prove 
again that through a series of 
responsible, practicable measures 
to be agreed with government 
fisheries managers we can 
overcome the challenge, albeit 
that this time as we understand 
it climate change is a very 
significant factor.

“The fishing industry has 
a long and noble tradition of 
adapting to the ever-shifting 
dynamics of the natural world, 
and while it won’t be easy, we 
will do what is necessary to help 
restore the stock.”

Mike Park, Chairman of the 
Scottish Fisheries Sustainable 
Accreditation Group (SFSAG), 
said: “The latest ICES advice 
on North Sea cod is a hammer 
blow to an industry that has been 

instrumental over the past 
decade in rebuilding this stock 
to the point where Marine 
Stewardship Council (MSC) 
accreditation was achieved two 
years ago.

“The primary cause of this 
twist of fortune, the scientists 
tell us, is related to climate 
change and regime shift, which 
may be having a real and very 
significant negative impact on 
the essential elements that lead 
to good recruitment.

“That means that the 
situation is not fully within our 
control, however the industry 
remains 100% committed to 
sustainable catching and is 
united in its desire to do what 
it takes to rebuild the cod 
stock. The sector has already 
engaged internally to map out 
the next, important steps.

“Those who know the 
fishing industry and the 
determination of those who 
go to sea for a living will 
recognise that they never 
shirk a challenge. We rebuilt 
this stock before and we are 
determined to do it again.”

  

Bertie Armstrong Mike Park

danfish.comEXHIBITION
Buy entrance ticket 

online at reduced price

AALBORG,  DENMARK -  9,  10  &  11  OCTOBER 2019

26TH International Fisheries Exhibition
  One of the world’s most important exhibitions for equipment and services to the fi shing industry

  International meeting place and unique forum for networking

  In 2017, more than 400 exhibitors from 26 countries and 14,135 visitors from all corners 
of the world

Information for visitors, lists of exhibitors, and other details are all available and updated 
regularly on danfi sh.com and AKKC app.

Contact: 
Else Herfort
+ 45 99 35 55 18, ehe@akkc.dk

Lasse Holsteen Jessen
+45 99 35 55 09, lhj@akkc.dk

Michael Gove

Engagement, Scottish Salmon 
Producers Organisation, Jimmy 
Buchan, Chief Executive 
of the Scottish Seafood 
Association, Billy McKenzie, 
Fishing Vessel Owners and 
Agents Association, and David 
Duguid, MP for Banff and 
Buchan.

Issues discussed included: 
certification, potential transport 
holdups and compensation for 
extra tariff barriers placed on 
UK exports to the EU.

Phoenix & Beryl, Fraserburgh. 
Image: Eugene Rutter
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SHETLAND NEWS By Peter Johnson and Hans J Marter / Shetland News

NEWLY elected MEP 
Christian Allard was in Shetland 
on Friday, (12 July) for a first 
meeting with local fishing industry 
representatives.

Allard, who was one of three 
SNP MEPs elected in May this 
year, has just taken his seat 
as a member of the European 
Parliament’s fisheries committee.

After meeting with fishing 
leaders in Lerwick, he gave 
assurances that nationalist MEPs 
would fight for the country’s 
fishing industry for as long as the 
UK remained in the EU, and the 
MEPs in a job.

“As long as we remain in the 
EU, we will push, as we always 
have, for reform of the CFP 
(Common Fisheries Policy) to 
shift from a one size fits all fishing 
policy towards a policy which 
suits different fleets and different 
geography. Such an approach 
would benefit Shetland’s fishing 
interests,” he said.

His time in the EU Parliament 
could, however, come to an end 
as early as October, should the 
UK indeed decide to leave the EU 
without a deal by 31 October.

Allard, a French national who 
worked in the Scottish seafood 
sector for 35 years before being 
elected, said he thought that would 
be unlikely.

“We have been elected to stop 
Brexit. We can do that by making 
friends within the European 
Parliament. Lots of nations across 
the EU understand that the best 
for the UK would be to stay in the 
EU,” Allard said.

“There are a lot of things we 
can do together, and we have 
started to do so, for example the 

MEP confident he has full five years to help 
reform the CFP

nominations for the head of the 
European Commission. Ursula von 
der Leyen isn’t elected yet but she 
is a remainer.”

He continued: “We are preparing 
to represent the people who have 
elected us for the next five years. It 
was important for me to have been 
elected to the fisheries committee, 
where we will continue to work 
on a fundamental reform of the 
Common Fisheries Policy.

“I have been working in the 
fishing industry all my life and 
I want better representation and 
more input from all sectors as to 
how EU rules will be implemented 
in the UK.”

Meanwhile, another remainer, 
Lib Dem MEP Chris Davies, has 
been elected to chair the European 
Parliament’s fisheries committee.

Executive officer of the Shetland 
Fishermen’s Association, Simon 
Collins, said it was important to 

THE Shetland pelagic fleet is 
set for further expansion with the 
arrival of three replacement pelagic 
trawlers this year.

First in line is the Adenia (LK 
193) being built at the Astilleros 
Zamakona yard near Bilbao, which 
had its first dealings with Shetland 
with the building of the white fish 
trawler Sunbeam in the 1990s.

Adenia, being built for the 
Adenia Fishing Company, is 
expected to arrive in August and has 
been designed by Salt Ship Design 
of Norway.

The 69.9m long RSW 
(refrigerated sea water) tank ship 
has a beam of 15.6m and is powered 
by a 5,400 kW main engine and 
an RSW capacity of 2,200 cubic 
metres.

The following month the 75.4m 
long replacement Zephyr (LK 394) 

continue talking to the members of 
the European Parliament regardless 
of whether the UK was leaving on 
31 October or not.

“Even if we are out by the end 
of October, we still need to talk to 
the EU, so Mr Allard’s visit was 
much appreciated,” he said.

The SFA has always campaigned 
in favour of Brexit and believes 
that Britain’s fishing industry will 
thrive once the country can act as 
an independent coastal state.

Fish processors, exporters and 
the isles’ large aquaculture sector 
fear that crucial European markets 
could be hit by tariffs. Overall, 
Shetland voted Remain (56.5% vs 
43.5%) in the Brexit referendum 
three years ago.

Collins added the structure of 
the end of year quota talks would 
be relatively unaffected as the 
UK would either participate as 
part of an EU delegation or as an 

independent coastal state.
With talks over joint mackerel 

stocks starting in the week of 14 
October, the UK may start these 
negotiations as part of the EU and 
conclude them as a coastal state, 
Collins said.

Scottish rural affairs minister 
Mairi Gougeon, who joined Allard 
during his short visit, added: “The 
biggest risk of being dragged out 
of Europe’s single market – which 
is eight times bigger than the UK 
market alone - is that we lose our 
biggest customer base for quality 
Scottish seafood in Europe. That 
could spell disaster. 

“The EU accounts for more 
than half of Scottish exports 
– worth £15.7 billion to our 
economy. Blocking Scotland 
from trading freely with 
the European Union post-Brexit 
could be catastrophic to businesses 
here.”

SHETLAND fishermen have 
called for action against foreign 
fishing boats that are said to 
be littering the sea and leaving 
hazardous lengths of gear behind 
them.

Marine litter is the latest 
accusation to be laid at the door 
of the mainly French and Spanish 
vessels that have been a thorn for 
local fishermen over the past few 
years.

The vessels, working mostly 
around the north of Shetland, are 
said to be coming closer inshore 
and frequently use aggressive 
tactics to get their way. They also 
deny huge areas of seabed to local 
vessels by setting out miles of 
gillnets and longlines.

“Scores” of local boats have 
hauled up fine mesh twine in their 
nets and at least one had to sail for 
home for costly repairs after its 
propeller was fouled by longlines.

The problem is made worse by 
a lack of proper communication. 
Many gill netters are said to leave 
their nets in position when they 
steam south to Ullapool to land, 
denying access to local boats, even 

Skippers call for tougher controls on foreign 
fishing amid concern over plastic pollution

when they are not there.
Whitefish trawler Alison Kay 

has been working on grounds 30-50 
miles west of Shetland. Her skipper 
James Anderson said: “We’ve been 
fishing here for the last 10 years, but 
this year there was a line of three 
boats with enough nets to cover the 
whole area.

“All in all there were 10 German-
flagged Spanish boats with no track 
record of fishing here taking up I 
reckon 200 square miles.

“In years gone by they may 
have been here, but there were 
fewer of them and they were much 
further out, much deeper. They’re 
aggressive too, telling us: ‘This is 
the area we fish, keep clear for 90 
days.’

“We’ve lost a lot of fishing 
because of this, and because they 
leave the gear we get caught in 
it and have to haul it up. It’s fine 
mesh plastic, a right mess.

“The Icelandic and Norwegian 
governments have severely 
limited this type of fishing, and it’s 
about time the UK and Scottish 
governments did so too.”

Skipper of the Defiant Gordon 

Irvine said: “The number of gill 
netters and longliners in local 
waters had doubled in the past 
two years.

“The problem is their attitude. 
They seem to think we can just 
move on, but they shoot their 
gear wherever they like and many 
times it boxes us in and we have 
to steam clear. If we tried anything 
like that off Spain or France there 
would be an outcry.”

The Defiant had to make for 
Baltasound and employ divers to 
remove longlines last year after its 
propeller was fouled.

Irvine added: “We had just been 
in landing and when we went back 
out the longliners had moved to 
where we had been fishing before.

“We were steaming and one of 
them came in far too close. We 
weren’t sure if he shot his lines 
across us or how it got into the 
propeller, but we spoke to him and 
shot clear of his gear.

“When the boys went to bed 
they could feel the vibration in the 
cabin, so we heaved and went into 
Baltasound to get the divers.” 

Shetland Fishermen’s 

Association executive officer 
Simon Collins said: “At a 
time when the public is rightly 
concerned about the amount of 
plastic dumped in the sea, it is 
particularly galling for our skippers 
to be forced off local fishing 
grounds by vessels that leave so 
much rubbish behind them. 

“In the past few months the 
problem has intensified as they 
have come closer to our shores.

“They seem unconcerned about 
the plastic debris that they are 
polluting the seas with, really fine 
mesh and lines that pollute our 
waters, harm wildlife and foul our 
boats.

“Equally, many of them have 
behaved in a needlessly aggressive 
manner. 

“We urge the Scottish 
government to regulate these 
vessels’ access to our waters as 
soon as it can do so once we leave 
the Common Fisheries Policy, 
as part of the normal cycle of 
negotiations between coastal 
States. In the meantime, we need 
the authorities to use the powers 
they do have to limit the damage.”

Three new pelagic trawlers for Shetland
should be arriving in the isles for 
Zephyr Fishing Company Ltd.

The 15m beam Zephyr is being 
built at Larsnes Mek. Verksted in 
Norway and is powered by a 6,900 
kW main engine and has an RSW 
tank capacity of 2,500 cubic metres.

The vessel is designed by 
Skipsteknisk AS and her hull was 
built in Poland before being towed 
to Norway for finishing.

Third in line is the Charisma (LK 
362) which is planned for delivery 
in November.

Charisma is being built at 
Karstensens Skibsvaerft in 
Denmark for Charisma Fishing 
Company. She is of 75m overall 
length and 15.3m beam and was 
designed by the shipyard’s own 
team.

The vessel is powered by a 7,200 
kW main engine and has an RSW 

capacity of 2,350 cubic metres.
These vessels add to the already 

impressive Shetland fleet which 

was strengthened last year with the 
addition of the Serene (LK 297) and 
the Research (LK 62).

The new Zephyr

L-R: chief executive of Shetland Fish producers’ organisation Brian Isbister, local SNP councillor Robbie McGregor, Scottish 
rural affairs minister Mairi Gougeon, SNP MEP Christian Allard, SFA executive officer Simon Collins and SFA chairman Leslie 
Tait. Photo: Hans J Marter/Shetland News

PLANS to build a controversial 
net washing and aquaculture 
servicing facility near to the Toft 
pier have been rejected by the 
Shetland Islands Council’s planning 
department.

The news has been welcomed 
enthusiastically by local residents 
who have been campaigning 
against the proposal while the 
company behind the plans, SNG 
Aqua Ltd, a subsidiary of Killybegs 
based Swan Net Gundry, expressed 
disappointment.

The company had hoped to 
create between 15 and 20 jobs in 
the area and had claimed to fill 
a gap in the local market, while 

the Toft community feared the 
industrialisation of their township.

An established local competitor, 
Mørenot, based in Scalloway, also 
opposed the development saying 
no new jobs would be created as 
local demand for net washing was 
already well served.

In the event, planners determined 
that the proposal didn’t comply 
with a number of local plan policies 
and was “in principle in the wrong 
place, and not appropriate to 
the location due to the existing 
residential uses within close 
proximity”.

In an e-mail to SNG Aqua’s 
agent Hunter Planning, the 

council’s team leader of 
development management, John 
Holden, turned down a request to 
extend the determination period 
saying that he agreed with his 
staff’s recommendation and added 
that any extension would only incur 
additional cost but not result in a 
different outcome.

“I will therefore be proceeding to 
make a formal determination of the 
application,” he wrote.

John Laurenson who has been 
leading the local campaign against 
the development said residents 
were relieved to hear of the 
planning decision.

“Everybody is delighted and 

relieved that common sense has 
prevailed,” he said.

“People here have been under a 
lot of pressure over recent months, 
and there was a lot of worry, not 
least over house prices.

“Hopefully the company 
will now consider locating 
the development away from a 
residential area and in an industrial 
estate where it belongs.”

Speaking on behalf of SNG 
Aqua, Dale Hunter of Hunter 
Planning said everyone was “very 
disappointed” with the decision, 
and the company would be 
looking at all the options available 
including appealing the decision.

Planners turn down application for Toft net washing plant

Plastic debris hauled in by Shetland skippers
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n AS the crews on the Manx 
scallopers scraped, hammered, 
repainted and overhauled their 
boats ready for the forthcoming 
queen scallop trawl season, they 
didn’t realise what was going on 
at the Department of Environment, 
Food and Agriculture (DEFA). 
Over the winter many skippers 
found good signs of queen scallops 
in their king scallop dredgers and 
were anticipating a good queen 
scallop season.

However, at the Manx Fishing 
Industry Conference on the 24th 
June, it was announced that there 
would be further restrictions to 
the queen scallop fishing quota 
fished inside the  Isle of Man 
territorial sea for the 2019 fishing 
season. A  stock assessment 
carried out by Bangor University, 
scientific advisors to the DEFA, 

highlighted that queen scallop 
stocks have decreased and are at 
the lowest level since 1993. To 
ensure the sustainability of the 
scallops and allow time for over 
exhausted ground to recover, 
restrictions will be implemented 
to reduce the total allowable catch 
(TAC) by 40% to 476 tonnes from 
the 1st July. This is made up of 
a 20% reduction to the current 
TAC plus a further 20% reduction 
under emergency provisions.

Geoffrey Boot MHK, 
Minister for Environment, Food 
and Agriculture, said, “The 
additional measures for this 
year’s fishing season have been 
implemented to ensure the long-
term sustainability of the fishing 
industry and to provide the best 
possibility of queen scallop 
fishing over the coming years. 

These restrictions will allow 
for the fishing of some queen 
scallops to still take place this 
year whilst also allowing time for 
fishers to diversify. The approach 
over the past several years 
hasn’t been enough to ensure 
the sustainability of our queen 
scallops. There is a very real 
possibility that there will be no 
queen scallop fishing next year”.

At the Conference fishermen 
attending were furious that a 
decision had been made prior to 
a survey by two vessels owned 
by members of the Manx Fish 
Producers’ Organisation (MFPO) 
who carry out their own survey 
with scientists on board. These 
vessels look at 128 stations in 
three areas compared to the 52 
stations in four areas assessed 
in the initial survey by Bangor 
University from their vessel 
Prince Madog.  A few days later 
the MFPO survey found plenty 
of adult queen scallops especially 
off Douglas and beds of juvenile 
queen scallops over a large area 
of the south of the island which 
the MFPO said should be closed. 

After being questioned about 
why the announcement for this 
year’s TAC for queen scallops 
had not waited until the MFPO 
had finished their survey the 
Minister’s answer was they had 
based it on Bangor University 
results in consultation with the 
Scallop Management Board. 

This quota of 476 tonnes 
(compared to the 2018 quota of 
697 tonnes for net boats) will 
allow the queen trawl boats to 

catch 77 bags per week, which 
should take four to five weeks. If 
the fishery is then closed, there 
will be no fishing for Manx boats 
until the 1st November.

DEFA is expecting Manx boats 
to move to Scotland to fish for 
king scallops or to diversify into 
other fisheries but the MFPO 
have very limited quotas to work 
with and diversification will add 
additional costs for fishermen. 
Even though grants are available, 
these will take time to process.  

The Conference reported 
increased numbers of herring, 
cod, haddock, sole and pollock in 
the Irish Sea, but the Manx fleet 
can’t obtain quotas to catch them.

The majority of Manx 
fishermen have no faith in the 
present Fisheries Minister and 
feel that many boats will go 
to the wall. They believe that 
the IOM Government has no 
interest in preserving the Manx 
fishing industry which has been 
hampered by closed areas and 
restrictions. The fishermen agree 
that conservation measures 
are needed and are dismayed 
to discover that the present 
ones are not working. Instead 
of going forward both Manx 
scallop fisheries are facing further 
restrictions and hardships.

It has been suggested that the 
Manx Government should close 
all Manx grounds to non-Manx 
vessels until the king and queen 
scallop fisheries are sustainable 
and only allow non-Manx vessels 
to return to Manx Territorial Sea 
as catches improve.

n The Longhope RNLI Lifeboat 
Open Day took place in early July 
and was hailed as a great success, 
raising a fantastic total of £905.82.

Andy Fellows from Longhope 
RNLI said: “It was a wonderful 
occasion, with something for 
everyone. Through the hard work 
and dedication of volunteers, this 

event continues to better itself year 
on year.

He thanked all those who 
contributed and all who attended 
for making it such a special and 
successful day.

“Without your support, we could 
not continue our mission of saving 
lives at sea,” he added. 

n MOST of the larger boats 
in the Manx fleet were tied up in 
June as the king scallop season 
finished on the 31st May. This 
allowed the crews to overhaul 
and paint their boats ready for 
the queen scallop season which 
started on the 1st July. 

Vessels have been painting 
up at all the major ports around 
the island and also keeping the 
shipyard busy in Ramsey. Vessels 
at the shipyard included Peter M, 
PL25, Frey, CT137, Valonia, PL 
63, Spaven Mor, CT 77, Sapphire 
DO7 and the island’s Fishery 
Protection Vessel Barrule.

One notable change in 
colour scheme is skipper David 
Tweedy’s scalloper Venture 
Again, PL39, her previously 
red painted hull is now blue - a 
similar colour scheme to when 
she first joined the Manx fleet in 
1976 as Venture, A772. Venture 
Again, PL39 was built in 1966 
by Smith & Hutton, Anstruther 
and is the oldest scalloper in the 

Manx fleet. 
Other local boats have visited 

other shipyards for repairs 
including Maureen Patricia, 
CT 76 whose crew had her 
overhauled in Maryport, while 
Coral Strand II, PL80 has been at 
the shipyard in Mallaig.

A couple of scallopers 
continued fishing - the Peel 
scalloper Lynn Marie, PL178 
headed for the east coast of Jura 
scallop grounds. While Ramsey 
scalloper Ramsey Jak, RY161 
has switched over to whelk 
potting.

POTTER FLEET

n THE closure of the king 
scallop fishery has allowed the 
potters to move their gear further 
offshore and the fine weather has 
also allowed the smaller boats 
in the fleet to check their gear 
more frequently. The Peel hand-
line boat Elle - T, PL 27 has been 
sold to Port Patrick.

PRAWN TRAWLERS

n THE Ramsey prawn trawler 
Alauna, PL187 and Peel prawn 
trawler Polaris, PL193 have been 
working off the west coast of the 
island with the Northern Ireland 
prawn trawlers Aubrietia, B 58 
and  Heritage, B786. The Manx 
boats have been getting a few 
good lifts of prawns.

CONFERENCE

n AROUND 80 people 
attended the Manx Fishing 
Industry Conference, the topics 
covered were:-

• Why isn’t the current 
model for scallop fisheries 
management working, Hazel 
Curtis (Seafish UK) 

• Isle of Man scallop fisheries 
report, Isobel Bloor (Bangor 
University) 

• Irish Sea queen scallop 
survey carried by AFBI, 

Northern Irish fishing 
survey, Carrie McMinn 
(AFBI) 

• Training and behaviour 
change, Frankie Horne 
(RNLI) 

• Fisheries Grants, 
Diversification, Rebecca 
Richardson (DEFA) 

• IOM whelk, crab and lobster 
update, Jack Emmerson 
(Bangor University) 

• Irish Sea surveys, Matt 
Lundy (AFBI) 

• Challenges of processing, 
Island Shellfish Perspective, 
Nick Pledge (Island Seafare) 

• Fishing for litter scheme, 
Rowan Henthorn (DEFA).

A number of the topics related 
to other Irish Sea fisheries rather 
than the Manx Territorial Sea, 
but it was interesting to see how 
other jurisdictions carry out their 
fish surveys. The Manx Minister 
in charge of Fisheries, Geoffrey 
Boot MHK, left the Conference 
after the first 30 minutes. 

n THE formal consultation 
of the draft proposals for the 
Orkney Harbours Port Master 
Plan began last month, with four 
presentations and drop in events 
in Stromness and Kirkwall.

At all events, the Port Master 
Plan Phase 1 proposals and 
outline designs were presented 
on displays, and during a short 
presentation and question and 
answer sessions with Orkney 
Islands Council head of marine 
services, Brian Archibald 
supported by Anne Byers from 
specialist maritime consultants, 
Fisher Associates, and 
marine engineering technical 
consultants Arch Henderson. 

Mr Archibald, said: “Over 
50 people attended the events 
and a broad range of views and 
responses were recorded on the 
six key proposals for Hatston 
Pier lengthening, enlargement 
at Kirkwall Pier, an extension 
to Scapa Pier, a deepwater 
facility in the east side of Scapa 
Flow for offshore renewables 
and offshore platform support, 
and works at Lyness and in 
Stromness. 

“The proposals were all for 
Phase 1 which aims at investing 
in infrastructure to ensure the 
continued success and surpluses 
from the harbour and to pave 
the way for phase 2 which will 
cover all the small piers and 
ferry terminals once the Outline 
Business Case for the Inter Isles 
Transport Service has been 
completed later this year.”

He added: “I was very pleased 
indeed at the turn out for these 
events and particularly so 
as this is so important to the 
economic well being of Orkney 
and its continued reliance 
on its harbours for internal 
and external trade as well as 
support to the marine businesses 
operating here. 

“Properly planned marine 

infrastructure investment 
for Orkney is long overdue. 
This work will mirror what is 
happening in all ports around 
the north of Scotland and is 
vital if Orkney and its nationally 
strategic harbour of Scapa Flow 
is to continue to develop as one 
of Scotland’s leading ports.  

“The information and ideas 
gathered at these events has 
been hugely helpful and we 
encourage others who were 
not able to attend to feed into 
the process by viewing the 
Master Plan online at www.
orkneyharbours.com or at the 
Stromness, Kirkwall and Mobile 
Libraries. Feedback can be by 
phone or by post or via an online 
questionnaire.”

Chairman of the development 
and infrastructure committee, 
Councillor Graham Sinclair said: 

“The plans presented are, 
of course, complex and costly 
with a basic price tag in the 
region of £180 million - but 
all the proposals have an 
initial assessment of having a 
positive return on investment 
over the first 20 years or so of 
life. This is seen as a strong 
potential performance for marine 
infrastructure investment which, 
of course, can be around for at 
least a century. 

“The events made the point 
that a number of these projects 
are strategic at a national level 
and all the more so as marine 
activity grows to the north west 
of Orkney, along the Arctic 
routes as they open up due to 
climate change and through the 
need for fuelling solutions as 
lower carbon marine fuels, such 
as LNG and hydrogen, lead to 
the need for ships to fuel more 
frequently. The Master Plan 
covers all of these opportunities 
as well as opportunities in marine 
tourism, aquaculture, fishing and, 
of course, internal ferries.” 

Manx Fishing Industry Conference – Turmoil

Ramsey prawn trawler Alauna PL187

ISLE OF MAN NEWS By Michael Craine ORKNEY NEWS By Craig Taylor

n Orkney and Shetland MP, 
Alistair Carmichael MP has 
brought forward a new piece of 
legislation to force the Government 
to take further action to end plastic 
pollution in the oceans.

The Bill will require the 
relevant minister to draw up and 
publish a strategy for eliminating 
plastic pollution, as well as setting 
up statutory targets to eliminate 
that waste by 2025 for non-
essential single-use plastic, with 
the elimination of all plastic waste 
by 2042.

The Plastic Pollution (No.2) Bill 
has been backed by a cross-party 
group of MPs as well as Friends 
of the Earth and the Women’s 
Institute.

Speaking during the recent 
debate, Mr Carmichael said: 
“It is perhaps no surprise that 
some of the leading voices for 
reducing plastic pollution in my 
own constituency is from among 
the fishing industry themselves. 
For years they have supported 
campaigns such as fishing for 
litter, and just this week the 
SFA (Shetland Fishermen’s 
Association) has been highlighting 

the environmental impact of 
gillnetting and long lining. They 
are prominently owned by Spanish 
owned and licensed vessels fishing 
in our waters, and it is something 
which is pushing out our own 
boats, sometimes hundreds of 
miles. Having left these nets there, 
it is more often than not the local 
boats that come across these nets 
and have to bring them into port 
for safe disposal.

“Plastic pollution is the scourge 
of our oceans. The Government 
must start taking action to 
reduce our plastic to change our 
throwaway culture. The answer 
will need international co-
operation but the UK can give a 
lead for other countries to follow.

“The government’s press release 
based approach has all been about 
grabbing headlines on easy parts 
of the agenda.

“Fishing plastic debris is a 
significant contributor — with 
gillnet fishing one of biggest 
problem areas. Government need 
to have a better response and a 
clearer plan to deal with this crisis 
in our seas, to protect our natural 
environment.”

Public give views on 
Orkney ports of the future

Government must take meaningful 
action on plastic pollution

Longhope RNLI Open Day

An aerial view of Kirkwall Harbour. (Craig Taylor) 

Action from the Longhope RNLI open day. (Andy Fellows RNLI)
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Changes to planned introduction of electronic catch 
recording for under-10s 

A lmost £1 million in 
government funding 
will be spent cutting 

deaths in the UK’s most 
dangerous industry.

Maritime Minister Nusrat 
Ghani announced during a 
meeting with safety experts 
and coastal MPs that an 
additional £700,000 will be 
provided to give more fishing 
crews potentially life-saving 
training.

This is on top of an existing 
£250,000, which is matched 
by the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund.

The Department for 
Transport will also work with 
Seafish to deliver more than 
500 personal floatation devices 
fitted with locator beacons, 
worth a total of £250,000, to 
help find people who have 
fallen overboard – the most 
common reason for fatalities 
at sea.

Last year there were 6 
fishing fatalities, either through 
people falling overboard or due 
to issues affecting the stability 
of vessels.

Maritime Minister Nusrat 
Ghani said: “Fishing remains 
the most dangerous industry in 
the UK, and so we must keep 
working to reduce the risks 
crew members face.

“We want to eliminate 

Planned introduction of 
I-VMS for under-12s on hold

all preventable deaths by 
2027, and the extra training 
and better equipment I’m 
announcing today will mean 
fewer fishing crews getting 
into danger at sea.”

Increasing safety on fishing 
vessels is one of the priorities 
of the Maritime Safety Action 
Plan, which was published by 
the Department for Transport 
on 1 July 2019.

The department will also be 
working with Trinity House 
and Seafish to promote fishing 
safety through a targeted radio 
campaign.

Since 2008, the Maritime 

The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) 
has announced it is changing the approach to 
the introduction of Inshore Vessel Monitoring 

Systems (I-VMS) for fishing vessels under 12 metres 
operating in English waters.

This means that there is now a pause to the 
planned roll-out of the new system over the 
summer.

A consultation on the introduction of an Inshore 
Vessel Monitoring Systems system (I-VMS) for 
the under-12m sector was held last autumn, and 
concerns had been raised by the industry with 
respect the cost of implementation, privacy, use of 
data, and practical operational issues, among others. 

Michael Coyle, head of compliance and control 
for the MMO, said: “We are working on a solution 
to ensure that IVMS is introduced to the under 
12-metre fishing fleet in the most practical way 
using the most appropriate technology.

“The policy has not changed but the timetable 
for introduction will change. Following the 
consultation, we are reviewing our approach. We 
continue to work through practical issues and we 
will set a fresh timetable for the project later this 
year.”

Following public 
consultation, changes 
have been made to the 

planned introduction of catch 
recording for English and Welsh 
under 10-metre fishing boats. 

A report on the consultation, 
which closed in April, was 
published on 6 June 2019 
and includes a summary of 
the comments received and 
how fishing authorities are 
responding to them. 

In line with concerns 
that had been immediately 
raised by representatives 
of the sector in relation to 
the practical difficulties 
under-10s would face in 
implementing the proposed 
measures, practical, 
cost, safety, and data 
protection issues were 
among the concerns raised 
by respondents to the 
consultation. 

Michael Coyle, head 

THROWING THE 
BABY OUT WITH THE 
BATHWATER? 

The National Federation 
of Fishermen’s 
Organisations (NFFO) 

has cautioned against changes 
to the Fixed Quota Allocation 
(FQA) system in the UK. 

In response to the tabling of 
an amendment to the Fisheries 
Bill, currently passing through 
Parliament, that would change 
the criteria underpinning 
quota allocation in the UK, the 
organisation has published a 
detailed position paper which 
argues that despite some flaws, 
FQAs have played a central role 
in putting fishing in the UK on a 
sustainable basis. 

The NFFO states that the 
amendment, which aims to 
change the allocative criteria 
for fishing opportunities from 
one based on historic catches 
to one based on social and 
environmental criteria, “is 
part of an ongoing campaign 
by environmental NGOs and 
others, to shift quota from larger 
vessels…to small-scale fleets”. 

However, cautioning against 
the abandonment of a “tried 
and tested” approach that 
has formed “the backbone of 
the UK’s approach to quota 

NFFO CAUTION AGAINST CHANGES TO FQA SYSTEM

of compliance and control 
for the Marine Management 
Organisation (MMO), said: 
“We would like to thank 
everyone who responded to this 
consultation as well as more 
than 100 fishers who have been 
helping us to test the prototype 
of the catch recording service 
that we have been developing. 

“We have listened to the 
concerns of individuals and 
industry and made three 
significant changes to the way 
that we will be introducing this 
licence change.” 

One of these changes is the 
decision to carry out a phased 
introduction of the new service, 
beginning later this summer. 
By introducing catch recording 
to sections of the under 10m 
fishing fleet gradually, the 
project team will continue to 
learn from the experiences of 
owners and skippers throughout 
the summer and make 

New funding to improve safety in the fishing industry

distribution for two decades”, 
they argue that the challenges 
currently facing the small scale 
fleet have little to do with the 
FQA system itself. 

Though the organisation 
recognises that the criticisms 
that have been levelled at the 
FQA system deserve serious 
consideration, they a say these 
should be carefully weighed 
against the evidence and against 
available alternatives. 

They state also, that those 
behind the tabled amendment 
have given insufficient credit to 
the contribution that the FQA 
system “has played in shifting 
the main commercial fisheries in 
the UK fisheries away from the 
chaotic, unsustainable fishing 
patterns which were endemic in 
the UK in the 1990s.”

This contribution, they 
say, has been substantial and 
if the amendment were to be 
accepted it “would lead to a 
reckless experiment, and the 
abandonment of one of the core 
pillars of sustainability in the 
UK fleet.”

Among the frequent 
criticisms of the FQA system 
highlighted are: creating ‘haves 
and have nots’, creating barriers 
to access, the emergence of 
skipper slippers, speculative 
quota holding, high quota lease 

costs for those who actually 
catch fish, quota shortages for 
under-10s, concentration of 
ownership, foreign ownership of 
a national resource, and leading 
to unsustainable fishing. 

However, the NFFO state 
that FQAs have “proved to be 
well adapted to the diversity 
of the UK fleet by providing a 
highly flexible form of fishing 
rights, compatible with a wide 
range of quota management 
arrangements.”

They also say that the system, 
while affording flexibility, “has 
also provided certainty and 
stability that has allowed for 
long term investment to take 
place.”

With respect to the common 
charge against the FQA system 
as being “grossly unfair to 
small-scale fleets, which are 
starved of quota” they say this 
“is an important question which 
can and should be examined 
empirically, and the underlying 
reasons understood”. 

“Alternative fisheries 
management is complex and 
often requires difficult trade-offs 
between different objectives. 
It is important therefore to 
examine every option carefully. 
The alternative to FQAs being 
advanced within the context 
of the Fisheries Bill would 

replace FQAs with a centralised, 
incentive-based approach.”

“Our primary fear is that 
such a system would replace 
a functioning, effective, set of 
arrangements with an untested 
high risk strategy.”

Recognising that small-
scale fisheries in the UK 
do face challenges they say 
“it is important that these 
are addressed in a rational, 
informed way.” 

In conclusion, they state that 
abandoning the FQA system 
“for a poorly defined but highly 
centralised alternative, would 
carry serious risks” and say they 
are open to “refinements and 
improvements where it can be 
shown that they make sense.”

“The Fisheries Bill as 
currently drafted would allow 
for this type of cautious, 
incremental approach. The 
amendment, if accepted would 
undermine the custodianship 
that has been an important pillar 
in putting our main commercial 
fisheries on a sustainable and 
profitable footing.

“In effect it would throw the 
baby out with the bathwater.”

The full document can be 
found at http://nffo.org.uk/
news/fixed-quota-allocations-
and-sustainable-fishing.html

improvements where necessary.
The second important 

change is the removal of the 
requirement for a landing 
declaration. Submission of a 
landing declaration, within 48 
hours of fish leaving a vessel 
had been set out in the original 
proposal for all quota and 
non-quota catches. Following 
several responses to the 
consultation, raising concerns 
about double reporting, this 
requirement has now been 
removed; the catch record is the 
only document needed. 

The third change, to the 
catch recording service, 
removes the need for a separate 
paper transport document 
to be carried. As long as the 
estimated catch record has been 
submitted this digital record 
will suffice. 

The new catch recording 
service will see the owners and 
operators of under 10-metre 

vessels, who catch and 
land species subject to 
quotas, catch limits or effort 
restrictions, recording their 
catch via a mobile device 
(a smartphone or tablet) 
prior to the fish leaving the 
vessel. This service would 
be available online (via a 
URL, from any device) and 
also as an app, which can be 
downloaded for both Android 
and Apple devices. 

Those who catch only non-
quota species would have 24 
hours to record their catch 
via either a mobile device, 
a personal computer or 
laptop. This summer Welsh 
Government will be running 
a number of training events 
for owners and skippers and 
the MMO will be organising 
face-to-face sessions to 
demonstrate the new system. 

Further details will be 
released in the coming weeks.

and Coastguard Agency has 
spent £2.75 million to deliver 
more than 25,000 free safety 
training sessions to fishing 
crews.

From 23 October 2019, all 
small fishing vessels will need 
to be fitted with an emergency 
beacon or have personal 
beacons for every member of 
crew to enable rescuers to find 
them.

The Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency (MCA) is also looking, 
by 2020, to require skippers 
of vessels between 7 metres 
and 16.5 metres to hold a 
Skipper’s Certificate as well 

as to implement a new code of 
practice for fishing vessels under 
15 metres which will include 
stability requirements.

Throughout the past year, 
the UK has implemented new 
regulations to improve the 
living and working conditions 
on board fishing vessels. It also 
requires crew members to wear 
personal flotation devices if the 
risk of going overboard cannot 
be eliminated.

The Maritime Safety Action 
Plan can be read at https://
www.gov.uk/government/
publications/maritime-safety-
action-plan

UK Maritime Minister Nusrat Ghani.

Good Intent WY 79 homeward bound into Whitby.  Image: Mick Bayes Jr
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Cod remains Iceland’s most valuable species

The Marine and Fresh 
Water Research Institute 
of Iceland (MFRI) 

has announced its quota 
recommendations for the next 
fishing year starting September 
1st. The Minister of Fisheries 
has already approved the 
recommendations unaltered. The 
good news is that the cod stock 
remains in good condition and the 
management plan allows for a 3% 
quota increase. The bad news is 
that the haddock stock is not as 
strong as previously estimated so 
the haddock quota will be cut by 
28%, leaving it at the same level it 
was two years ago.  

Swinging haddock
The size of the haddock stock 

has a tendency to fluctuate quite a 
lot from one period to another due 
to a great variation in recruitment. 
Therefore the total allowable 
catch has sometimes exceeded 
100 thousand tons a year but also 
dropped to 30 thousand tons some 
years later. During the next fishing 
year, the haddock quota will be 
41,800 tons, down from 58,000 
tons during the current fishing 
year (see table). 

Stable cod stock
The cod stock is more stable 

and has been so for quite a while. 
This is important since cod is 
Iceland‘s most valuable species 
rendering 45% of the country´s 
total catch value. As before the 
quota is determined in accordance 
with a harvest control rule which 
allows 20% of the estimated size 
of the stock to be caught each 
year. The coming  
fishing year the total allowable 
catch of cod will be 272,000 

NORTHERN IRELAND NEWS By Dick James

Haddock quota cut by 28%

ICELAND NEWS By Gudjón Einarsson
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tons which is the highest cod 
quota issued since the turn of the 
century. 

The cod quota has been 
gradually increased since 2008 
when the catch was at 144,000 
tons, the lowest in recent memory. 
A very strict management plan 
put into effect at that time has 
proved successful. The cod stock 
has more than doubled in size in 
recent years and is now estimated 
at 1.4 million tons. The spawning 
stock, which is now 617,000 
tons, has not been larger since the 
1960s. 

A careful plan
This is, of course, quite 

an accomplishment. The 
management plan has in recent 
years been backed by the 
association of vessel owners and 
the federations of fishermen. 
However, individual fishermen 
and the federation of small boat 
owners have criticised the plan 
and insist that raising the total 
allowable catch considerably 
would do no harm to the stock. 
They say that they have never 
before experienced so much cod 
on the fishing grounds.

Other species
Apart from cod and haddock, 

saithe and redfish are important 
species for the Icelandic fishing 

industry. The total allowable catch 
for saithe for the next fishing year 
has been raised slightly while 
the redfish quota has been cut 
a bit and the same goes for the 
Greenland halibut. 

The quotas for pelagic fish will 
be decided at a later stage after 
consultations with other nations, 
except for the Icelandic herring. 
That applies to Atlantic herring, 
mackerel and blue whiting. And 
then there is the capelin which is 
of special concern. The condition 
of the stock had become so poor 
that no fishing was allowed last 
winter. Whether there will be 
any capelin fishing next winter 
remains to be seen. 

THE FISHERY
 

n The summer prawn fishery 
started early and is now in full 
swing. With prices and demand both 
strong and prawns in the western 
Irish Sea seemingly inexhaustible, 
everything seems in place for a 
boom season. The limiting factor 
is crew and skipper exhaustion 
and some of the more adventurous 
are adopting a rotation policy for 
skippers and to a lesser extent crew. 

The fleet finds itself also rotating 
on the grounds which can only be 
good in that areas are being left 
to recover after intensive fishing. 
The move to multi-rig has lost 
momentum as the need to catch 
more is dulled by the ability to 
handle what is put on the deck by 
more conventional rigs. Interest 
in grounds more distant than the 
backyard western Irish Sea is limited 
as the need to travel is not strong. 

The Whitehaven grounds and 
the Smalls have not attracted 
interest and the Clyde, a Portavogie 
man’s mainstay, has barely seen a 
Northern Irish boat since the brief 
May changeover. There is some 
interest in the Minch area which 
is more due to the fish bycatch 
there than about the prawns. The 
Maracestina has left the Porcupine 
Bank for annual maintenance but 
the Apollo is back there for the 
summer fishery.

On the whitefish front interest in 
the County Louth Haddock fishery 
is less than in previous years as the 
fish seem scarcer and are generally 
of a smaller size which hopefully 
will bear fruit next year when they 

come to size. The North Channel 
mixed Hake fishery is also quiet but 
there is some interest in the West of 
Scotland groundfish fishery.

On the Pelagic front, local 
operations are due to start mid-
August on Irish Sea Herring 
although the Voyager may look at 
North Sea Herring before that.

 For the inshore potters, there 
are reports of movement on the 
Brown Crab front as they come out 
of the deep water onto the inshore 
grounds. There is an ever-growing 
fleet of small boats waiting for them 
which are just marking time before 
the main fishery opens. Lobster is 
also experiencing a slack time but 
the high season awaits.
 
ICES ADVICE
 

n The scientific advice that 
forms the basis for the TAC and 
quota setting was published in late 
June. The International Council for 
the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) 
produces the advice at the behest 
of the EU and one can only assume 
that it will form the basis for the 
2020 quotas. For the Irish Sea, it is 
the usual mixed bag some of which 
is barely credible to fishermen.

Starting with the bad news Irish 
Sea Cod (which is perennial bad 
news) is recommended for an 86% 
cut from 807 tonnes to 116 tonnes 
which if religiously followed will 
lead to an inevitable “choke” with 
the discard ban in force. Possibly 
there may be some movement if that 
factor is taken into account at the 
December Fisheries Council.

Irish Sea Haddock is in line 

for a 5% cut from 3334 to 3156 
tonnes which does accord with 
what the fishermen are seeing this 
year compared with last. Irish 
Sea (North) Herring is due a 17% 
increase up to 8064 tonnes from 
6896 tonnes again this is in line 
with the fisher’s opinion.

Irish Sea Plaice is again up from 
3857 tonnes to 5640 tonnes the 
only problem with that is that the 
fishermen can’t seem to find the 
elusive Irish Sea Plaice and this 
year’s quota will again be only 
lightly impacted.

Sole also is in for another major 
increase following last year’s 
significant rise. A 26% rise from 
414 tonnes to 561 tonnes will 
mainly benefit the Belgium fleet 
as the United Kingdom will be 
most unlikely to catch its share and 
even with the hardest Brexit will 
be treaty-bound to share the quota 
with someone who can! Irish Sea 
Whiting is recommended for a zero-
catch compared with the 727 tonnes 
awarded for 2019. No doubt this will 
be adjusted to cover the discard ban.

More worryingly in respect of 
Irish Sea Cod, there are references 
in the advice to “poor data quality” 
and the use of an “age structure 
assessment program” which given 
the natural age structure of Irish Sea 
Cod gives rise to doubts over its 
relevance.
 
SEA FLAG
 

n The County Down South 
East Area Fisheries Local Action 
Group (SEA FLAG) is now up and 
running. Utilising funding from the 

European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund, the scheme is targeted at the 
fishing communities of Ardglass, 
Kilkeel and Portavogie and their 
hinterlands, with grants aimed at 
various community projects in the 
fields of diversification, boosting 
skills and critical infrastructure, 
adapting to climate and 
environmental changes, supporting 
supply chain and market access and 
supporting critical mass.

Information sessions were 
recently held in the three County 
Down ports seeking expressions 
of interest for grant aid. The fund 
of £2.4 million aims to provide 
individual grants of up to £125,000 
with the percentage of grant 
variable according to the applicant’s 
status. The support team of Fiona 
Rooney and Margaret Rodgers are 
now appointed. Fiona Rooney was 
a case officer in the previous SEA 
FLAG initiative.

Two projects have already been 
approved. The first is for provision 
of a mobile telescopic handler 
for the Portavogie firm Marshall 
Engineering Services which is 
focused on the maintenance of the 
local fleet to assist in heavy lifting 
of machinery and superstructure. 
COPAS Technologies of Kilkeel 
were awarded £112500 for a 
4-axis full rotary machine which 
will allow 3,4 and 5 axis milling. 
This company services the aircraft 
industry which has a component 
factory in Kilkeel.

 Information on SEA FLAG 
can be found at www.seaflag.
co.uk or by telephone 0300 013 
2233 ext. 2511.

n The United Kingdom Minister 
responsible for fisheries, Robert 
Goodwill, visited the County 
Down ports of Kilkeel and 
Ardglass on the 1st of July. During 
his visit to Kilkeel, he was shown 
around the scampi processing 
factory Kilkeel Seafoods and the 
locally owned Sea Source factory 
and establishment. Following the 
Kilkeel visit the Minister travelled 
to Ardglass where he inspected the 
harbour where the local primary 
school were having a “field” visit 
involving a touch tank experience. 
The Minister then chaired a 
discussion in the Fisherman’s 
Mission building. Issues of 
importance were raised in both 
Ardglass and Kilkeel concerning 
crewing, Voisinage, Brexit, Marine 
Protected Areas and local harbour 
development.

UK FISHERIES MINISTER VISITS COUNTY DOWN

Dick James talks to Robert Goodwill MP

Robert Goodwill MP with Harry Wick, Basil 
Wills and Lynn Gilmore launching the ‘What to 
do in an emergency’ leaflets to local crews.

Principal of St Nicholas’ Primary School Stepehen Burns with school pupils, 
Harry Wick and Robert Goodwill MP, at the touchtank at Ardglass harbour
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Europêche, the association 
of national organisations 
of fishing enterprises in the 

European Union, has reiterated 
concerns regarding the looming 
2020 deadline for setting all 
stocks in line with MSY stating 
this target will likely prove to 
be counterproductive and is an 
unrealistic expectation.  

The statement comes as the 
European Commission launches 
its annual consultation on the 
state of fish stocks and prepares 
for the setting of next year’s 
quotas, with the objective of 
achieving maximum sustainable 
yield (MSY)—the largest average 
catch that can (theoretically) be 
taken from a species’ stock over 
an indefinite period under constant 
environmental conditions—for all 
stocks by 2020. 

The good news, says 
Europêche, is that most of the 
stocks in the North East Atlantic 
have already reached this target 
and in the North East Atlantic 
rapid achievements have been 
realised: in 2019, 59 out of 76 
TACs have been set according to 
MSY levels compared to only 5 in 
2009. In addition, the size of the 
fish stocks in the NE Atlantic has 
increased by more than 36% on 
average over the last 10 years. 

This huge improvement, they 
say, has been made possible by a 
strong reduction in fishing effort 
by shrinking the EU fleet by more 
than 22.000 fishing vessels – 
despite enlargements of the EU, 
the number of EU vessels in 2018 
was 81 644 compared to 103 834 
in 1996, of which only 65 400 
remain active.

That said, and despite these 
effort reductions, some fish 
populations are struggling to 
rebuild or even remain at current 
levels. This is seen with cod 
stocks in the southern part of the 
North Sea and the Eastern Baltic 

Challenges ahead for EU fisheries management
Having all stocks at MSY levels is an unrealistic expectation, says Europêche

where, despite continuous effort 
reductions and years of slow but 
steady recovery, the stock biomass 
is again in sharp decline. 

The answer, states the 
association, may be found in the 
latest scientific advice which 
revealed major challenges in 
some fisheries caused by the 
destabilising effect of the full 
introduction of the landing 
obligation and environmental 
factors such as climate change. 

For example, in the advice 
provided last month on the poor 
status of North Sea cod, scientists 
point to a mix of environmental 
and fisheries factors such as poor 
recruitment of young cod, climate 
change, and alterations in fishing 
patterns due to the destabilising 
effect of the EU landing 
obligation.

In relation to the role played 
by the landing obligation, Daniel 
Voces, Managing Director of 
Europêche, stated: “Scientific 
data prove that the introduction 
of the EU landing obligation has 
been and still is more complex 
than politicians have foreseen 
and has led to unintended, 
harmful consequences in fisheries 

A US study, recently published 
in Science, investigating 
the impact of rising 

seas temperatures on fisheries 
production, suggests that by and 
large, the losses from a warming 
ocean will outweigh any gains. 

The study, which investigated 
historical data relating to the 
abundance of 235 populations of 
124 species in 38 regions around the 
world and compared these to records 
of ocean temperature, suggests that 
while some populations responded 
positively to warming, others 
responded negatively. 

Alongside factors such as life 
history and exploitation history, 

the study also suggests that region 
is an important factor influencing 
how fish responded to rising sea 
temperatures, with species in the 
same region and related species 
responding to temperature increases 
in similar ways. 

Among the regions where the 
study detected negative temperature 
influences were the Celtic-Biscay 
Shelf and the North Sea. Conversely, 
for example, the study found that 
gains occurred in the Labrador-
Newfoundland region and the Baltic 
Sea. 

Contravening much thinking with 
respect to the future implications 
of warming on fish populations, 

the study found little evidence that 
historically warming had lead to 
increases at the poles and decreases 
at the equator, as previous research 
has suggested. 

That said, the authors 
acknowledge their findings could be 
down to other factors. For example, 
contemporary range shifts may not 
yet have driven productivity to the 
poles or those predictions may be 
driven by populations that this study 
here has not studied. 

The authors, however, conclude 
their analysis by stating that though 
observed changes in fisheries 
productivity have been small to 
date, their study does provide some 

insight into how fisheries might 
change under future warming.

The paper in full can be found 
online: Christopher M. Free, James 
T. Thorson, Malin L. Pinsky, Kiva 
L. Oken, John Wiedenmann, Olaf 
P. Jensen. Impacts of historical 
warming on marine fisheries 
production. Science, 2019 
DOI: 10.1126/science.
aau1758

Rising sea temperatures and fisheries production

management, undoing the 
achievements and sacrifices made 
over the past years by fishermen. 

“It confirms that from 
the perspective of fisheries 
management there was no need to 
introduce the landing obligation in 
the EU. 

“The landing obligation is 
changing fishing patterns with 
potentially (and mostly still 
unknown) destabilising knock-on 
effects. The advised steep TAC 
reduction for cod will certainly 
lead to choke situations in many 
fisheries, preventing fishermen 
to fully utilise their quota with 
significant economic losses as a 
consequence.”   

Europêche notes that even 
though the number of stocks 
fished at MSY levels has increased 
over time, statistical data show 
that the total production of 
seafood in the EU has not changed 
over the last 15 years. 

Echoing sentiments that 
have been expressed over the 
past number of years by the 
fishing industry and a number 
of policymakers, Mr Voces 
concluded: “The CFP dictates the 
need to achieve MSY levels for all 

fish stocks by 2020, but at what 
cost? Science clearly indicates that 
having all stocks at MSY levels 
is an unrealistic expectation that 
could only be achieved through 
significantly reduced yields. 

“The EU cannot afford to 
offer less supply of fish to its 
home market resulting in an ever 
increasing self-sufficiency gap for 
seafood: Already more than 60% 
of EU seafood consumption is 
imported from non-EU countries. 
Fish must be a healthy protein 
accessible to all EU consumers, not 
a luxury item.”

In this regard, the sector has 
always advocated fishing the main 
target stocks at MSY levels while 
monitoring the positive evolution 
of the by-catch stocks. This 
approach has led to the recovery 
and responsible fishing of many 
important fish stocks in the EU.

The challenge still remains 
on how to deal with fisheries 
management for different 
ecosystem compositions. Trying 
to strike the right balance between 
harvesting predators such as 
cod and prey such as herring 
has proven to be difficult and 
complex. 

On display in Donegal 
County Museum, as 
part of the Earagail Arts 

Festival, are Dónal Mac Polin’s 
unique collection of watercolour 
paintings and illustrations that 
document and highlight the 
splendour of our traditional 
boats and the disappearing boat-
building tradition around the Irish 
coast. Donal kindly donated this 
collection to the Donegal County 
Archives, Culture Division, 
Donegal County Council in 2019.

Based on extensive maritime 
history research, this exhibition 
celebrates a variety of traditional 
boat types including currachs, 
drontheim, yawls, cots, hookers, 
punts, flats and skiffs. Down 
through the centuries, the Atlantic 
Ocean has provided a living for 
fishermen, but working on the 
ocean requires craft and skill. 
Fishermen had to design and build 
boats suited to unique local needs.

“Our traditional boats represent 
an aspect of our maritime heritage 
and history largely ignored 
and fast disappearing. These 
illustrations are my hope that 
something of this extraordinary 
heritage of craftsmanship will not 
be forgotten,” said Dónal Mac 
Polin

Regional variations from 
County Donegal include the 

Traditional Boats of Ireland 
The Dónal Mac Polin Collection

Drontheim, the Foyle Punt, 
Currachs from Bunbeg, 
Dunfanaghy, Owey Island, the 
Rosses and Tory Island as well 
as slightly different versions 
native to counties Mayo, Galway, 
Clare, Kerry, Cork, Waterford, 
Wexford, Dublin and Meath. 
Dónal’s extensive collection 
captures the craftsmanship, 
skills and intricacies of Ireland’s 
traditional boats and boat-building 
traditions. 

Dónal Mac Polin is from 
Moville, County Donegal and 
now lives in Dublin. He worked as 
an art teacher for 30 years and is 
author of the book “The Donegal 
Currachs” (2007). He contributed 
to and was the assistant editor of 
the 2008 book “Traditional Boats 
of Ireland: History, Folklore & 
Construction” (2008). He now 
works as a freelance painter and 
illustrator.

The exhibition runs until late 
autumn. Admission free and all 
are welcome

Opening hours: 
10am – 4.30pm (Mon – Fri), 
1pm – 4.30pm (Saturday) 
Closed for lunch 12.30 – 1pm

For info contact Donegal 
County Museum, High Road, 
Letterkenny, Co Donegal 
T 074 9124613 
E museum@donegalcoco.ie

Fisherman and long-time 
Skipper reader, Robert 
Andrew Coffey turns 100 at 

the end of the month. 
Coming from a long line of 

fishermen, born 28 July 1919 at 
Puddle Dyke House, Portavogie, 
Robert went to school at the 
Church of Ireland primary school, 
Portavogie, before going to sea 
with his father and grandfather in 
1932 on the family boat Mary Jane 
B185—a nobby built by Mahood 
boatyard in 1903—fishing as far 
south as Dunmore East in her. 

A decade later, in 1942, Robert, 
who fished for more than sixty 
years, bought his first vessel, 
Brighter Hope – a much bigger 
Scottish designed 50 footer. 
Following that, he skippered the 
“Dawn” boats for Norman Lynas. In 
the early 60s, he began trawling for 
prawns and was the first to do so in 
Clyde waters. Retiring from fishing 

in 1986, the last boat Andrew would 
skipper was the 1968 Malahide built 
Glorious Dawn.   

With fishing heritage spanning 
more than 400 years, fishing is a big 
part of the Coffey family tradition. 
The family have fished from 
Portavogie since the early 1600s 
and continue to do so right up to 
the present day with his great grand 
nephew—Paul Coffey—carrying 
on the family tradition, as owner-
skipper of the Vogie Lad. 

Still driving, alongside visiting 
family and friends, Andrew spends 
his time attending his Church for all 
the services. And, of course, reading 
the Skipper, which his great grand 
nephew, Paul, tells us he has been 
doing so since 1964 and wouldn’t 
miss one! 

The Skipper would like to wish 
the 100-year young Robert a very 
happy birthday and many more 
Skipper’s to come.

The Oldest Skipper?
Long-time Skipper reader 
Robert Andrew Coffey turns 100

Robert, beside Vogie Lad, one of the family boats, Portavogie Harbour. Vogie Lad 
bears the same registration number (B 185) as Robert’s Grandfather’s boat bore over 
one hundred years ago.

On June 27th, the Minister 
for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine, Michael Creed 

T.D., and the Minister for State, 
Andrew Doyle T.D., launched a 
public consultation process on a 
draft Climate Change Adaptation 
Plan in the agriculture, forest and 
seafood sector.

The draft Adaptation Plan, which 
aims to increase preparedness for 
the impacts of climate change 
(such as extreme weather events), 
highlights a number of case studies 
identifying how the sector has and 

Minister Creed launches Public 
Consultation Draft Climate 
Change Adaptation Plan

will continue to be impacted by 
changing weather patterns and steps 
towards building resilience to those 
impacts.

Feedback on the Plan and 
suggestions as to how the 
Department and the sector itself 
can best prepare to operate in a 
changing climate should be 
forwarded before the closing 
date August 16th.

The Draft Plan is 
available at www.agriculture.
gov.ie/customerservice/
publicconsultations/

Opening of the Collection

Traditional Boats of Ireland objects on display
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NEW BOAT

GOLDEN DAWN FOR 
FRASERBURGH DUO
IMAGES SUPPLIED BY TREFJAR LTD. AND EUGENE RUTTER

Built by Trefjar Ltd in Iceland, 
following sea trial, the Golden 
Dawn FR 8 was recently 
delivered to Gary Noble and 
Jamie Meadows in Fraserburgh.

T:+354 5500100  E:cleopatra@cleopatra.is  W:www.cleopatra.is

CONGRATULATIONS TO GARY, JAMIE & FAMILIES 
WITH YOUR NEW VESSEL GOLDEN DAWN 

CLEOPATRA
FISHERMAN

FISHING BOATS, WORK BOATS AND PLEASURE BOATS

W ith a Cleopatra 
Fisherman 33 hull, 
the Golden Dawn is 

9.9 metres in length, has a 
beam of 3.6 metres and a 
draught of 1.4 metres. The 
vessel is powered by a FPT 
C90 main engine connected 
to a ZF 286IV gearbox, and 
equipped with a hydraulic 
propeller connected to the 
boat’s autopilot. 

The unique design of the 
Cleopatra means the vessel 
can carry home a large 
amount of fish. Boasting 
onboard accommodation 
also, Trefjar have located 
the engine in the aft section 
of the boat, which allows for 
a 10 cubic metre fish hold 
directly in front and in the 
centre section of the boat. 

Built according to the 
Nordic Boat Standard with 
a build quality beyond 
compare, and designed to 
accommodate the harsh 
working of the North 
Atlantic all year round, 
when loaded, the vessel 
remains extremely stable 
while at sea, while a clutter-
free deck means safer 
working.

 Rigged for potting, and 
targeting crab and lobster, 
the Golden Dawn features 
a Hydroslave pot hauler.  

The vessel also has a 
seawater sprinkler system 
installed, to keep the catch 
onboard alive. 

During the summer the 
vessel will also target 
mackerel, and has been 
fitted with mackerel 
strippers and shoots, 
jiggers and guide reels, 
which were supplied and 
fitted by local fabricator 
John Bell.

Kitted out with the 
very latest technology, 
the Golden Dawn’s 
wheelhouse electronics 
were supplied by SIRM 
UK and Furuno UK, and 
the vessel is installed with 
an Olex navigation control 
computer. 

The package supplied by 
SRIM UK includes a Simrad  
A2004 Autopilot System 
with Follow Up Steering 
lever, Simrad S2009 
Echosounder System, 
Simrad R2009 Radar 
System Incl. 4G Broadband 
Radar, AIT2000 Class B 

AIS System, Icom Fixed 
VHF & Standard Horizon 
Handheld VHF, Marine 
Stereo System and a Jotron 
EPIRB. 

The latest WASSP 
F3i multibeam sonar 
mapping system, providing 
bathymetry information 
including sounder image 
and backscatter, and a 
Time Zero Professional 
Plotter were supplied 
by Furuno UK (see also 
Eternal Light feature). 

Additionally, Furuno 
has supplied the Golden 
Dawn with a GP-33 GPS 
Navigator. Compact in size 
but big on features and 
performance, and built to  

withstand tough conditions 
at sea, it has a waterproof 
display and durable casing, 
the advanced unit provides 
accurate and reliable 
position fixing, thanks to a 
super sensitive, 12 channel 
GS receiver combined 
with integrated WASS 
technology. 

Safety equipment on 
board was supplied by 
Viking.

 
The Skipper team 

would like to take this 
opportunity to wish Gary, 
Jamie and their families 
every success and safe 
fishing with the Golden 
Dawn.
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NEW BOAT

A NEW DESIGN OF SCALLOPER
Macduff Shipyards Limited have 
recently handed over their latest 
new build, FV “Eternal Light” FR 
35, to owners Whitelink Seafoods 
Ltd of Fraserburgh.

The “Eternal Light” is a 
new design of scallop 
trawlers developed by 

the yard to provide a good 
working platform to suit 
trawling 10 dredges per side 
whilst keeping below the 
16.45m registered length. 
Work began on this new model 
in the summer of 2017 with 
close collaboration between 
the owners and the yard to 
design a suitable layout of 
vessel which would need to 
combine a spacious working 
deck, efficient catch sorting 
system and also be economical 
to run. 

After the design was 
finalised the first steel for 
the hull was cut in the spring 
of 2018 with units for the 
vessel being built between the 
Macduff and Buckie yards. 
Over the next year, the vessel 
was fitted out extensively in 
the main fabrication hall in 
Buckie where the vessel was 
near completed before being 
launched and then running 
engine and fishing trials in the 
Moray Firth where initial signs 

NEW BUILD ETERNAL LIGHT FR35

promised good levels of fuel 
economy and seakeeping. 

As is customary with all the 
yard’s new builds the hull was 
developed in close cooperation 
with Macduff Ship Design and 
CFD technology was used to 
optimise the hull form for fuel 
efficiency, bow to reduce areas 
of high resistance as much as 
practicable and align extern 
hull fittings with the water 
flow. Macduff Ship Design 
then created a full set of hull 
construction plans which 
were approved by SFIA and 
produced the vessels stability 
booklet upon completion. The 
hull of the “Eternal Light” is 
of typical modern construction 
with the hull being built from 
steel and the wheelhouse 
finished in aluminium. 

The vessel is arranged below 
deck in the conventional layout 
with cabins aft where there 
is sleeping accommodation 
arranged for eight crew 
members. Following this is 
the main engine room which 
features an all Mitsubishi 
engine package. The main 

engine is a Mitsubishi S6R2 
MPTK with 643hp @ 1350 
rpm driving a Teignbridge 
2200 mm ducted propeller 
through a Masson Marine 
MM W6000 gearbox with 
7.063:1 reduction. To the 
starboard side and providing 
the main hydraulic onboard is 
a Mitsubishi 6D24TCE engine 
with 244hp which is also 
fitted with a 48kW generator 
to provide back-up electrical 
power. Fitted to the port 
side of the engine room is a 

FACT FILE

SKIPPER Ian Taylor
REGISTRATION FR35
HOMEPORT Fraserburgh
CREW 6
OWNERS Whitelink Seafoods 
Ltd. 
VESSEL TYPE Scalloper
BUILD YEAR 2019
BOATYARD Macduff Shipyards 
Ltd. 

“The Macduff team have 
been delighted to work with 

Whitelink and the crew of the 

Eternal Light. 

It has been a fantastic project for 
the yard, we are very grateful for 

the order and hope the vessel 
serves them well for many years.”  

Mitsubishi S4KT generator set 
with 48 kW output. 

Forward of the engine 
room is a refrigerated fish 
hold arranged with the main 
hold storage area aft, with 
capacity for some 20t of 
bagged scallops, and the fish 
reception area, ice lockers 
and access stair arranged 
forward. Forward of the hull 
is a larger freshwater tank for 
ice making and domestic use 
and also within this space is 
an access trunk to the bow 

The WASSP F3 is set to revolutionise inshore fisheries with its Wideband 
CHIRP technology. Scanning a 120 degrees swath port to starboard and using 
224 beams, the F3 delivers each and every time. By using advanced signal 
processing, you get a complete picture of seafloor bathymetry with ease.

3D seabed samples – an example of the high-resolution charts provided by 
Seafield Navigation Ltd.
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The Eternal Light on trials

The Eternal Light 
FR35 boasts an 
impressive Furuno 

package including the latest 
WASSP F3i multibeam 
sonar mapping system, 
which provides bathymetry 
information including sounder 
image and backscatter. 

This next generation of 
sounder has been redesigned 
around a new fully digital 
DRX transceiver and delivers 
on accuracy, versatility, user-
friendliness and scalability, 
allowing you to generate 
your own personal multibeam 
chart, and introduces a new 
simplified WASSP CDX for 
control, visualisation and 
data management while still 
providing a comprehensive 
set of functions to meet the 
most demanding fishing 
requirements, and providing 

unprecedented clarity.
A Time Zero Professional 

Plotter forms an integral part 
of the Eternal Light Furuno 
package, and with this plotter 
the vessel’s radars are interfaced 
–the radar image can be 
overlaid directly on the chart 
in order to have a better 
understanding of the data. 
The Wassp is controllable 
from the Time Zero (TZ), and 
once connected to WASSP, TZ 
will save all the depth points 
generated by the sonar, and 
the association of these two 
products allows the drawing of 
the seafloor 100 times quicker 
than a conventional sounder. 
The TZ is also weather forecast 
is integrated, alongside AIS, 
ARPA, tides/currents, depth 
chart. The vessel has also been 
kitted out with 6 glass fronted 
Neovo X-Series displays and 

buffer boxes to distribute 
the heading for compass and 
position from GPS. 

An FA-170 Class A AIS, Type 
approved Class A stand-alone 
AIS system, presents data for 
collision avoidance with its 
easy-to-use interface. With LCD 
displays it integrates with radar, 
Time zero plotter real-time AIS 
information provided interfaced 
into the TZ plotter system.

A CH-500 bb 60khz New 
Searchlight Sonar—the new 
12.1” Searchlight Sonar model, 
a successor model of the CH-
250—provides the latest signal 
processing, sensing and other 
technologies, and allows for 
longer detection range, faster 
training speed, a sharp and 
clear echo image, and comes 
with a built-in stabiliser. With a 
waterproofed raise/lower drive 
unit it can be installed in a wet 

space of a small fishing boat. A 
locally replaceable soundome 
cover means that if the cover 
cracks it will not be necessary 
to replace the whole transducer, 
meaning fewer maintenance 
costs. A semi-transparent 
menu display, enables the user 
to adjust the setting while 
referring to the echo screen 
simultaneously.

Rounding off the Furuno 
package, two FAR-1513-BB 
12kW 24v Radars with AIS/
ARPA connectivity built in 
(one 6 foot and one 4 foot 
antenna) provide advanced 
capabilities including: Fast 
Target Tracking™ (TT), Target 
Analyzer™ function, Automatic 
Clutter Elimination (ACE) 
function which suppresses false 
echoes, along with a compact 
and easy to use control unit at a 
good price. 

ETERNAL LIGHT FURUNO INSTALLATION

PRINCIPAL DIMENSIONS 
AND OUTLINE CAPACITIES 

Length Overall 19.20m
Length BP/Reg 16.45m
Breadth 7.20m
Depth 4.20m
Gross Tonnage 125t
Maximum Serv. Displacement 
235t
Oil Fuel 20,000 Litres
Fresh Water 10,445 Litres
Hold Capacity 20t

ENGINES AND MACHINERY 

Mitsubishi S6R2-T2-MPTK-3 
main engine supplied by Macduff 
Diesels
Mitsubishi 6D24TCE E2 Auxiliary 
and generator engine supplied by 
Macduff Diesels
Mitsubishi S4KT 65SG Generator 
set supplied by Macduff Diesels
W6000 gearbox supplied by 
Masson Marine
Propeller supplied by Teignbridge 
Propellers Ltd
MT1000 steering gear supplied 
by Scan Steering APS
T550 bow thruster supplied by 
Hardy Engineering Ltd
Engine box cooling supplied by 
Blokland Non Ferro BV
Switchboards, starters and 
electrical installation provided 
by R D Downie

DECK EQUIPMENT AND 
HOLD

Trawl winches, conveyors, 
tipping doors and outriggers 
supplied by the Macduff Shipyards
Gilson winches, derrick winches 
and pull-down winches supplied 
by Brevini
Power washer supplied by 
Grampian Power Clean
Hold refrigeration and Ice 
Machine supplied and installed by 
Airo-Tech Solutions

FISHING GEAR

Scallop dredges, swords and 
chain bags, towing bars, bridles 
and swivels supplied by Oban 
Scallop Gear Ltd. 
2 x 250 fathoms of 26mm 
compact wire, Gilson wires, 
tugger winch wires, landing 
crane wire and 14mm rope for 
covering chain bags have been 
supplied by Karl Thomsen. 

GENERAL 

Weathertight doors supplied by 
Winel
Windows supplied by Van 
Wingerden
Anchor and chain supplied by 
Fendercare
Paint system supplied by 
International Paints

LIFE-SAVING – 
FIREFIGHTING

Fire doors supplied by Promat

Fire-fighting and LSA 
equipment supplied by Blue 
Anchor

WHEELHOUSE

Compass, clocks, barometer 
and charts supplied by Poseidon 
Navigation Services Ltd
Wheelhouse chairs supplied by 
Norsap

ELECTRONICS 

Extensive array of electronic 
equipment (navigation, fish 
finding and communication): 
Main supplies by Woodsons 
Marine Electronics, Furuno UK 
Ltd and Seafield Navigation Ltd. 

WOODSONS PACKAGE

1 x Sailor 6310 150W GMDSS 
MF/HF SSB 
2 x Sailor 6210 VHF GPS 
2 x Furuno GP39 GPS receiver 
c/w Echo-Sounder 
1 x Simrad ES80 38khz split 
beam echosounder Wind sensor 
1 x Windsonic ultrasonic wind 
speed and direction sensor 
Auto Pilot 
1 x Simrad AP70 autopilot 
system
1 x CCTV System c/w 6 
external and 4 internal cameras 
1 x Hull Mount Camera 
1 x Prop cam 
1 x e-SEA 60 Satellite TV system 
1 x e-SEA 600 KA INTERNET 
1 x Jotron TRON 60GPS Float 
Free EPIRB with GPS 

1 x Entel HT649 GMDSS Hand 
Held VHF 
1 x Navtex receiver 
1 x 8 x 8 way HDMI matrix 
16 x 7m DVI Male to Male leads 
3 x AG Neovo X19AV 
1 x AG Neovo X24 wide screen 
1 x CPU358 4 port switch for 
trackballs 
1 x HP Pavilion windows 10 PC 
c/w wireless keyboard 

FURUNO PACKAGE

1 x WASSP F3i (fishing version) 
multibeam sonar mapping 
system 
1 x Time Zero Professional V3.1 
Plotter
6 x Glass fronted Neovo x series 
displays and buffer boxes 
1 x FA-170 Class A AIS
1 x New Searchlight Sonar CH-
500
2 x FAR-1513-BB 12kW radar with 
AIS/ARPA connectivity built-in

SEAFIELD NAVIGATION 
PACKAGE
 
1 x Fanless TurboWin plotter 
with AIS, ARPA ,3D, Roxann 
Ground Discrimination*
High resolution 3D seabed 
charts for UK and North France
UK tide stream predictions
1 x Koden CVS-1410 HS – high 
sensitivity echo sounder for the 
Roxann
*The TurboWin software will 
shortly be upgraded to the new 
Version 9 including seabed and 
surface tide prediction.

ETERNAL LIGHT 
FR35
SCALLOPER

thruster. Above deck, there is 
a full-width casing fitted at 
the transom where the galley/
mess area is arranged to the 
starboard side and a skipper’s 
cabin arranged to the port 
side. Forward of this is a 
central casing where the WC, 
dry locker and workshop is 
fitted along with services to 
the engine room such as vent 
trunks, exhaust trunks and the 
access and escape.

CREW COMFORT AND 
WELL-BEING

Immediately forward of 
this is the open deck space 
where the hold unloading 
hatch and two split trawl 
winches fabricated by the yard 
are fitted. The trawl winches 
aim aft and outboard towards 
a hydraulically controlled 
outrigger either side of the 
casing which are hinged at 
deck level and can be lowered 
or lifted remotely using 
hydraulic rams. These allow 
the crew to lift the arms when 
they are hauling and provide 
safe access to clip the Gilson 
winches onto the dredge bar 
easily, something the owners 
were very keen to implement 
for crew safety, comfort and to 
eliminate manual labour while 
sorting through the catch. 

Another feature added 
for crew safety, alongside 
efficiency and speed, are 
stainless steel tipping doors 
and conveyors are also fitted 
both sides which take the catch 
forward and into a sheltered 
picking area where the scallops 
are picked and collected before 
being lowered into the hold 
through a dedicated hatch on 
deck which feeds a stainless-
steel reception hopper in the 
hold. At the forward extend of 
the main deck is weathertight 
whaleback which is used for 
general storage and also houses 
the ice machine and some of 
the refrigeration plaint. 

At shelter deck level the 
aluminium wheelhouse is 
fitted which features an 
extensive package of the 
latest electronics supplied by 
various companies along with 
two skipper’s chairs and two 
control stations forward at 
each corner for working the 
hydraulic deck machinery. 

Speaking with The Skipper, 
Whitelink Seafoods said: “The 
vessel was constructed with 
fuel efficiency, crew comfort 

and well-being at the top of 
our list and to maximise on the 
seakeeping capabilities that 
Macduff Shipyards provide 
with their constant up to date 
modern hulls. The vessel will 
operate around UK waters on 
the usual nomadic pattern of 
all the other Whitelink Scallop 
fleet vessels.

“Whitelink Seafoods 
would like to thank Macduff 

Shipyards for providing such 
a well laid out and capable 
vessel which has been finished 
to a very high standard. 
Throughout the build, they 
were very professional and 
pleasant to work with.” 

Commenting on the build, 
Matthew Watt from Macduff 
Shipyards said: “The Macduff 
team have been delighted to 
work with Whitelink and the 

crew of the Eternal Light. It 
has been a fantastic project for 
the yard, we are very grateful 
for the order and hope the 
vessel serves them well for 
many years”.

The Skipper team would 
like to wish Whitelink, the 
Skipper and crew of the 
Eternal Light every success 
with the new boat. 

“The vessel was constructed with fuel efficiency, 
crew comfort and well-being at the top of our list 
and to maximise on the seakeeping capabilities 

that Macduff Shipyards provide with their 
constant up to date modern hulls.
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By Declan Dixon
Irish Marine Safety

Ireland’s ‘Go Atlantic Blue’ goes global

Safety feature

When asked about health 
and safety and why it’s 
needed the answer is 

YOU. There are many moral, 
social & financial reasons that 
need to be considered when 
implementing an onboard 
safety management system. 
But the outcome must be that 
you and your crew come back 
ashore safe and in the same 
condition that you left prior to 
the trip.

Back in 2012 the total 
recorded fatalities within the 
European maritime sector was 
92 and the fishing total was 17 
and of these, 7 were Irish.  This 
was the joint highest national 
figure for that year along 
with Spain (source EMSA- 
European Marine Safety 
Authority).

EMSA figures released 
for 2017 recorded a marked 
drop in the number of marine 
fatalities reported down to 61 of 
which 13 were recorded in the 
fishing sector with two recorded 
in Ireland. 

During the period 2012-
2016 recorded fatalities 
within the European marine 
sector had been increasing 
peaking in 2015 at 122. The 
totals in the fishing sector had 
been increasing well above 
the relative rate of the total 
maritime figure (this could 
have been down to many 
factors including changes in 
reporting systems/ methods) , 
in 2016 the E.M.S.A recorded 
a total of 106 fatalities in 
the marine sector and at 55 
fishing accounted for over half 
of these, 4 were recorded in 
Ireland that year.

In 2018 the total number 
of work-related fatalities 
recorded by the HSA was 37, 
the Fishing and aquaculture 
sector accounted for over 10% 
of this figure. The total number 
of fishing fatalities recorded for 

Safety, Health & Welfare
last year was 4, up from 2 in 
2017. 

The most recent figures for 
2019, show that so far this year 
there have been 3 recorded 
fatalities in the Irish fishing and 
aquaculture sector, the same 
as in manufacturing and one 
more than construction (HSA 
stats). The approximate number 
of workers in the construction 
industry is 150,000 while in 
fishing its 6,500. Taking the 
figures recorded so far this 
year, a fisher was 35 times 
more likely to be involved 
in a fatal accident than a 
construction worker.

SAFETY, HEALTH AND 
WELFARE AT WORK ACT 
2005

Fishermen are covered under 
the Safety, Health and Welfare 
Act 2005. Under the Act, the 
Skipper who takes the boat to 
sea is responsible for the health 
and safety of the crew on board 
while at sea. 

Concerning fishers the Act 
states the following (“fisherman” 
referenced twice);

PART 1 Interpretation. “share 
fisherman” has the meaning 
assigned by subsection (3)(c);

3.c- A share fisherman is 
deemed to be an employee 
of the owner or skipper, as 
the case may be, of a fishing 
vessel whom he or she 
accompanies on board the 
fishing vessel, as a member of 
the crew, to engage in fishing 
where he or she is remunerated 
by a share in the catch or the 
profits or the gross earnings of 
the working of the vessel.

MAN OVERBOARD 

The 3 fatalities recorded in 
Ireland this year all involved a 
MOB situation, a common issue 
is boarding and disembarking 
while alongside. According to 
a recent MAIB safety digest; 
between 1994 and 2016, 
there were 24 fatal accidents 
involving fishermen boarding 

UK fishing vessels.
There are many publications 

and guides out there that will 
provide the general information 
you require for MOB recovery. 
However, you must review 
how you can best and most 
effectively implement some 
basic control measures on your 
vessel.

Ashore
• Use available safe access 

and egress points; 
gangway, steps or ladder.

• Set up an agreed method 
of communication if 
boarding alone.

• Maintain three points of 
contact while on ladders or 
rails.

• Avoided carrying bags or 
equipment while ascending 
or descending ladder.

• Follow guidance available; 
MGN 337 (M+F) safe 
access to fishing vessels 
and small craft in port 
recommended hierarchy 
of access arrangements 
starting with the safest is 
as follows:

• 
1. Gangway between a fishing 

vessel or small craft and 
a quay, quay steps, quay 
wall, pier or other vessel/
small craft

2. Stepping directly (short 
step, level access) 
between a fishing vessel 
or small craft and quay, 
quay steps, quay wall, pier, 
other vessel/small craft or 

pontoon.
3. Fixed ladder from a quay, 

quay wall, pier or jetty
4. Portable ladder between a 

fishing vessel or small craft 
and a quay, quay wall, pier 
or jetty. 

• Other aspects that should 
be reviewed; tidal state, 
harbour ladder accessibility, 
handrails, distance to 
vessel access point, 
weather and your condition!

BE PREPARED 

Being prepared for an 
emergency is the best means 
to avoid a MOB situation, 
be aware of your position in 
relation to gear, rope bites, 
equipment and other crew 
members on deck. During 
shooting and hauling operations 
the risk of going overboard 
increases due to many factors 
including; falling directly 
overboard while reaching 
over the rail or being knocked 
over due to contact with deck 
machinery or being pulled 
overboard after becoming 
entangled in fishing gear. Set 
up your deck and know your 
available safe zones, utilising 
them in an emergency in order 
to get to a safe position that is 
clear of danger.

During shooting or hauling 
operations if an issue or 
problem arises, if practical 
the task should cease while 
an agreed plan is applied to 

reduce the risk or remove the 
danger.

AT SEA 

• Having conducted many 
MOB drills, maintaining 
visual contact with the 
casualty is very important. 
On a shelter deck vessel, 
if a crewmember goes out 
over the stern, as the boat 
alters course in order to 
undertake the recovery, 
visual contact will be lost 
by crew stationed on the 
lower deck of the vessel. 
As a crew you can discuss 
how best to transfer the 
lookout from the lower 
to upper deck while 
maintaining visual contact 
with the MOB.

• Review other aspects of 
the procedure including 
which is the most 
beneficial direction to 
turn the vessel (port of 
starboard). This should 
consider items on the 
deck or in the wheelhouse 
that may restrict the helm 
view during the recovery 
process. 

• Determine where the safest 
position is to recover the 
casualty, what equipment 
could be used to assist 
in the recovery and what 
restrictions are there to 
their safe operation. 

• What action should be 
taken if the casualty is 
unable to self-recover.

• What additional safety 
equipment should be 
deployed or prepared for 
use.

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO?

• Review your onboard 
procedures, including man 
overboard recovery. 

• If operating a vessel alone 
inform someone ashore 
of the trip details, contact 
them to update them of any 
changes to the plan.

• Set out your safety zone, a 
position on a smaller vessel 
in which you can enter and 
remain clear of fishing gear 
in an emergency. 

• Check your PFD and 
wear it.

HANDY TIP

• If not already in place, 
implement some basic 
checks and put some 
simple systems in place 
using any available means 
to assist. An example 
would be the calendar on 
your phone, by recording 
equipment service dates 
using the reminder function 
as a backup for tags or 
date labels fitted.

• Set up schedules 
for regular planned 
maintenance and 
inspection of onboard 
safety equipment. Don’t 
delete the reminder when a 
task has been completed, 

as it’s a record of when the 
maintenance or inspection 
was carried out.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Information in relation to 
safety, health & welfare is 
available from many different 
sources including; BIM, IWS, 
IMA, HSA, RNLI, & Eu-OSHA. 

BIM have a risk assessment 
booklet for vessels under 15 
meters & Eu-OSHA provide 
the -European guide for risk 
prevention in small fishing 
vessels it provides a risk 
assessment template linked to 
general guidance information 
(See OSHA website or order 
your free copy at http://
bookshop.europa.eu). 

*European figures for 2018 

not yet released.

*All data correct as per 
01.07.19. graph figures from 
EMSA & HSA (confirmed by 
Irish Water Safety).

IRISH MARINE SAFETY

Irish Marine Safety offers 
marine-focused health and 
safety consultancy services. 
We build and implement a 
range of safety statements for 
fishing and commercial marine 
enterprises, these are based on 
the relevant legal requirements 
and industry best practice. We 
also offer task-specific risk 
assessments to record and 
implement the required control 
measures to reduce the risk. 

See www.marinesafety.ie

Fishing safety campaigns continue to highlight the need to address the disproportionately high fatalities rates in the industry. 
Though practices are changing, and more and more fishermen are wearing lifejackets while working on deck, gaps still remain 
and fatalities remain high. The Skipper continues to spearhead a campaign to encourage the use of PFDs by fishermen and over 
this and next month’s Skipper we are carrying a two part safety feature. Again we hope that this year the numbers of fatalities and 
injuries at sea will continue to fall and prioritising safety becomes the norm in the Irish and UK fishing industry.

Crew of the Oileán an Óir during safety training.

Safety
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Dunleary circa 1920’s. Image from RNLI HQ archives, in Poole, Dorset.

Safety at Sea is at the 
forefront of the entire 
Fishing Community’s 

priorities. Fishermen are 
fully aware of the importance 
of complying with safety 
regulations set down by the 
authorities as the alternative 
has such far reaching 
consequences.

At SNG we have always 
looked at our customers as 
our partners. Our Safety 
department is no different. 
We have continually invested 
in bringing innovative 
products and worked with 
our suppliers to ensure that 
they are easily adaptable for 
our customers.

Given this focus, Swan 
Net Gundry (SNG) continues 
its strategy of providing 
fishermen and vessel owners 
with the latest technology in 
Personal Floatation Devices 
(PFDs), safety clothing, life 
rafts and EPIRB’s & PLB’s.

As a long-established 
leader in design and supply 
of trawls for the international 
fishing industry, SNG took 
the decision in 2004 to not 
only cater for the catching 
sector but also to invest in 
R&D into safety aspects and 
as a result established a 
Dept. of Marine approved life 
raft service station at their 
Castletownbere depot. Along 
with this achieving SOLAS 
approval for sale & service 
of single and double 
chamber SOLAS lifejackets. 
With life rafts available for 
sale or hire in all sizes from 
four-man to 50-man SNG 
are currently one of Ireland’s 
leading life raft rental outlet.

In our role in providing 
inshore fishermen assistance 
to comply with safety 
Code of Practice (COP) 
regulations, SNG supplies 
an extensive safety range 
from fire extinguishers 
and flares to first aid kits 
and electronics such as 
ACR Category 1 type 

PLBs (simple two-step 
activation). These conform to 
COP requirements for u15m 
vessels, without the need 
of being integrated into a 
lifejacket.

With regards to flares, 
SNG’s pyrotechnics have a 
4-year life compared to the 
3-year life of many other 
brands on the market. We 
have Increased our storage 
capacity for Pyrotechniqus 
thus giving us the capacity 
to provide the complete pyro 
package to our current and 
potential client base 

A Testament to SNG’s 
reputation is that they are an 
official distributor & service 
centre for BIM lifejackets 
with integrated PLB, as 
well as a registered centre 
for Mullion lifejackets. We 
are now distributing the 
MULLION 275 HI-RISE 
ULTRA FIT LIFEJACKET

 - giving the deep sea 
commercial fisherman extra 
Buoyancy and extra head 
support when inflated. This 
is the recommended choice 
for extreme conditions.  
Through our testing we have 
established this as the best 
option available. 

Swan Net Gundry’s 
safety experts provide 
an assistance service to 
customers for radio licences, 
EPIRB and PLB registrations 
as well as beacon service 
and reprogramming. This 
service is recognised 
throughout the company 
being chosen as authorised 
battery replacement agents 
for ACR and McMurdo safety 
electronics products.

As well as a vital tool for 
inshore fishermen, the ACR 
PLB have become popular 
with many hill and coastal 
walkers and hikers, rural 
recreational officers, and in 
many other sectors.

The extensive service 
range of SNG safety 
equipment and services 
also includes the provision 
of quotations for fishermen 
applying for BIM safety grant 
aid.

GR Liferafts Ltd., Irelands 
leading supplier of 
marine safety equipment 

are the sales and service 
agents for Viking lifesaving 
equipment and Narwhal 
inflatable craft in Ireland. 
Both Viking and Narwhal 
are among the top names in 
marine lifesaving equipment. 
Viking lifesaving equipment 
manufacture top of the line 
liferafts, lifejackets, suits etc. 
providing essential safety 
equipment for passenger and 
commercial vessels, offshore 
installations and vessels, 
the defence sector as well 

Safety, reliability and 
adaptability – why Ireland’s 
new vessel gangway 

system is causing a stir in the 
marine sector

 Although the evolution 
over the past forty years 
in all aspects of fishing 
vessel technology has been 
extraordinary in terms of vessel 
design, catching capability, 
carrying capacity, hydraulics, 
refrigeration, electronics etc. 
some things on board have 
changed very little as the ‘old 
reliable’ way of doing things or 
a particular piece of equipment 
has never been improved upon. 

One such item that has 
remained largely unchanged 
during this time is the method 
used to board vessels whilst 
tied to the pier and, despite 
this not sounding like an issue 
of any great importance, the 
increasing safety requirements 
are beginning to see officially-
certified gangways becoming 
mandatory for ALL sizes of 
commercial craft.

One company who has 
focussed on finding a solution 
for this problem for the fishing, 

Make way for the new gangway!
aquaculture and marine leisure 
sectors is Killybegs-based firm 
MMG Welding Ltd. who, as part 
of their busy and widely varied 
marine welding and engineering 
operations, have invested much 
time and effort into R&D of new 
gangway systems. 

Already now in use on 
many Irish and Norwegian 
pelagic vessels, built to the 
requirements of DNVGL-
ST-0358/ISO 7061:2015, the 
patented Compact Gangway 
Systems was the brainchild of 
MMG Welding Ltd. MD Martin 
McGuinness and, after some 
innovative development, the 
company last year launched a 
vessel to pier gangway which 
adjusts automatically with tide/
pier levels, features drainage 
perforated tread plate steps for 
maximum safety and, for easy 
storage purposes, a unique 
manual-folding mechanism 
with collapsible handrails, making 
it an ideal solution for vessels 
with limited storage space.

The latest addition was 
announced at the Aberdeen 
Skipper Expo May 2019. This 
patent vessel to vessel (VTV) 

gangway Is the first of its kind of 
the market which complements 
the Vessel to pier VTP gangway 
making it a compete safety 
system for vessels. MMG 
also plan to work closely with 
the RNLI on providing safety 
solutions.

Established in 2005 by Martin 
McGuinness, MMG Welding 
Ltd. offers a coded welding and 
marine fabrication service and, 
as an ISO 9001:2015 quality 
accredited company, provides 

welding support services to 
various industries including 
marine, offshore construction, 
and civil engineering projects, 
with a nationwide 24/7 service 
operation based in Killybegs, 
Co. Donegal including a 
purpose-built fully equipped 
mobile welding workshop. At 
Seawork Southampton June 
2019 they were the Innovation 
Showcase winner of the Marine 
Equipment, Electronics & 
Materials category.

 

MMG Welding Ltd 
Coded Welding – Marine Fabrication – 
On/Off Site Service – Compact Gangway

SWAN 
NET 
GUNDRY:  
SAFETY 
AT SEA

GR 
LIFERAFTS  
MARINE 
SAFETY
EQUIPMENT

as leisure crafts. Narwhal 
professional boats manufacture 
top of the line inflatable rescue 
boats which are required 
on commercial vessels and 
Narwhal also manufacture 
inflatable work boats and 
leisure craft which can also be 
supplied by GR Liferafts at very 
competitive prices.

Approached by Viking 
Lifesaving Equipment 15 
years ago to facilitate the 
sales and servicing of Viking 
products throughout Ireland 
our fully trained service 
technicians collectively have 
almost 50 years of experience 
servicing liferafts and have 
handled Viking products 
over 15 years now which is 
an important consideration 
for customers requiring 
servicing of Viking equipment. 
Customers include various 
government departments, ferry 
operators, fishing companies 
as well as yachts and leisure 
boats. Services are carried 
out to the highest standards 
with inspections from the 
Department of Transport 
and Viking on a regular 
basis. Products supplied and 

serviced include liferafts, 
lifejackets, rescue boats, 
survival suits, pyrotechnics 
and all accessories required 
for installation of safety 
equipment on board vessels. 
The company has a large, 
modern, purpose built 
servicing facility to cater for 
the servicing of all liferaft 
types varying in sizes up to 

100 persons. GR Liferafts 
can turnaround vessels 
within 24 hours throughout 
the ports of Ireland and have 
demonstrated this quite 
regularly over the past few 
months. They have a large 
fleet of hire liferafts available 
ranging from 4 to 65 persons. 
Call us on: 074 97 41760 or 
email: grliferafts@eircom.net

406 MHz & AIS Personal 
Location Beacons (PLBs) 
at CH Marine

The 406 MHz & AIS 
Personal Beacons are 
fast becoming relied upon 

as one of the most important 
personal safety devices and 
are proven to be one of best 
links to rescue in a Man-Over-
Board situation or anytime you 
are in distress and isolated 
from contact. This can be both 
on land and at sea.

CH Marine distribute for 
two of the top brands, Ocean 
Signal and McMurdo, both 
recognised as market leaders 
in the marine beacon market 
and both offering well priced 
and innovative products.

So which is best or should 
you use both? In an ideal 
situation, the use of both would 
be optimum but let us describe 
how they work and then their 
unique features will become 
apparent.

406 MHz PLBS and AIS 
Beacons are registered or 
associated with individuals 
and therefore can be moved 
from boat to boat and will work 
worldwide. Both Beacons 
can be internally fitted to 
Lifejackets meaning they are 
handy and ready to deploy 
once your lifejacket has 
inflated.

The McMurdo FastFind 220 
or the Ocean Signal PLB1 are 
both Satellite Beacons and 
transmit a Mayday message 
via the 406 MHz frequency. 
The message, with owner 
information and positional 
data, is picked up by the 
Coast Guard and is they who 
generally initiate the rescue. 
406Mkz PLBS are best for 
single-handed fishermen and 
for situations where their own 

boat is not likely to be the main 
form of rescue.

AIS Beacons, typically the 
Ocean Signal MOB1 and the 
McMurdo S20, work on the 
AIS System. AIS Distress 
messages are transmitted by 
VHF and will show as a MOB 
alert on the vessel’s own Chart 
Plotter or AIS equipment. It will 
also show on all other vessels 
with AIS and within VHF 
coverage of the victim.

In terms of helicopter 
rescue, both systems transmit 
positional information which 
can be received by the 
helicopter when within range. 
The 406Mhz Beacons transmit 
a homing signal via 121, 5 
MHz, whereas the Helicopter’s 
own AIS Systems will pick up 
the AIS beacon’s transmission.

Both the McMurdo Fastfind 
220 and the Ocean Signal 
PLB1  406Mhz PLBs are 
MEOSAR ready giving much 
improved alert times and 
positional accuracy.

To summarise, carrying 
both types of PLB covers all 
situations but the 406MHz 
PLB is best for single-handed 
sailors and for raising a 
general area Mayday alert. 
The AIS is best for rapid 
rescue from your own craft 
or vessels within AIS VHF 
coverage.

CH Marine is a fully 
approved programming and 
service centre for Ocean 
Signal and McMurdo GMDSS 
products including EPIRB’s, 
SART’s, & PLB’s.

For more information on 
these products, please contact: 

The Service Centre, CH 
Marine Ltd, Nautic House, 
Marsh Road, Skibbereen, 
Co. Cork. Tel: 028 23190   
E-mail:sales@chmarine.com

FastFind 220 PLB_lifejacket in water
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Saturday 15th of June 
marked the opening of 
the new eco-friendly 

and innovative Guy Cotten 
factory in Tregunc, France, 
in partnership with EDF, the 
global leader in low-carbon 
energies. This 4500m2 building 
demonstrates Guy Cotten’s 
ambition to produce and 
source locally, and maintain 
its reputation as an innovative, 
responsible and competitive 
manufacturer.

A NEW FACTORY TO OPTIMISE 
AND INCREASE PRODUCTION

The new Guy Cotten factory 
was conceived to increase 
the production capacities 
of the company, in order to 
meet the demands of an ever-
increasing customer base in 
France and overseas. All steps 
of the manufacturing process 
are now located within the 
4500m2 building. The raw 
material storage facilities, the 
cutting area, the production 
lines, the quality control and 
R&D departments are now all 
strategically placed in order to 
optimise the use of the space 
and deliver the most efficient 
manufacturing process. New 
high-frequency welding 
machines have also been 
added to boost the production 
output.

A FOCUS ON ECO-
FRIENDLINESS AND 
IMPROVED WORKING 
CONDITIONS

Eco-friendly and highly 
efficient, the new building was 
conceived with 3 key ideas 

New eco-friendly and innovative production 
facility for Guy Cotton in France

in mind: respect and protect 
the environment, improve 
working conditions and raise 
productivity.

EDF ENR, a subsidiary of 
EDF, have fitted 600m2 of 
French manufactured solar 
panels on the roof of the 
factory. These solar panels 
will cover a third of the annual 
energy required to run the 
lighting, air filtration units, and 
machinery, which represents 
roughly the consumption of 40 
households.

In addition to this, thermal 
insulation and soundproofing, 
as well as a very clever natural 
lighting system will better 
the working conditions of all 
employees. Charging stations 
for electric cars and bicycles 
have also been fitted.

LOCALLY PRODUCED 

In order to maintain a 
consistently high quality, 
we work with local suppliers 
close to our manufacturing 
facilities. 95% of our suppliers 
are French or European. Some 
of the fabrics are exclusively 
developed for Guy Cotten. 

The factories located in 
Tregunc, in Landaul, and 
in Madagascar all follow 
the same manufacturing 
processes, all use the same 
machines, and all provide the 
same level of quality. 70% 

of the production is based in 
Brittany and this will increase 
with the addition of the new 
factory.

“This building was 
conceived to help with our 
growth, while maintaining local 
employment and protecting 
the know-how of our brand in 
France, and with a desire to 
respect the environment. We 
have developed an innovative 
and extremely performant 
production facility, notably 
through the installation of 
solar panels to generate our 
own electricity,” explains 
Nadine Bertholom-Cotten, 
Manging Director of Guy 
Cotten.

“We are proud to work with 
Guy Cotten on this project, 
a perfect illustration of our 
Plan Solaire. Together with 
our subsidiary EDF ENR, 

we are happy to be able to 
help self-generated power 
to industrial and commercial 
buildings for our clients,” says 
Frederic Cosperec, Regional 
Development Director for EDF 
Bretagne.

GUY COTTON KEY FIGURES 

• Turnover: 15.9 M
• A range of over 300 

references
• 44% of the production is 

exported
• 70% of the production is 

manufactured in Brittany
• Over 2000 pieces cut 

each day
• Over 450000 items 

produced each year
• 150 employees in France / 

100 in Madagascar
• 3 sites in Brittany /                       

1 in Madagascar

The Guy Cotten International Sales Team

DuroWipers is once again 
demonstrating its ability 
to cater for all sectors of 

the commercial marine market 
securing new contracts to 
supply wiper systems to two 
fishing vessels courtesy of 
its long-standing customer, 
Macduff Shipyards.

The yard has ordered a 
single Class 90 twin drive 
pantograph wiper system 
which will retrofit an existing 
15m crabber belonging to 
Scrabster Seafoods.

DuroWipers will also 
supply 3 x Class 50 twin 
drive pantograph wipers for 
a newbuild 14m twin screw 
catamaran workboat for a 
salmon farm being built for 
Scottish Sea Farms.

“We chose DuroWipers for 
these two projects because 
down to previous experience, 
we know that their wipers are 
durable, trouble free and very 
reasonably priced,” said Roy 
Morrison of Macduff Shipyards.

“DuroWipers were ideally 
suited to these two projects 
as the units are reasonably 
compact which is perfect for 
smaller vessels and we know 
that they’re long lasting and 
will give a trouble-free service 
in the harsh environment that 
they’re exposed too.”

Green choice

Mr Morrison said that they’re 
a sustainable choice too for 
the vessels.

“Although the wipers come 
with a three-year warranty 
as standard, having fitted 
DuroWipers to workboats, 
small fishing boats, pilot boats 
and harbour tugs over the 
years we’ve never had an 
occasion to use the warranty,” 
he said.

Noel Gould, MD at 
DuroWipers, added: “Our 
customers are buying into the 

concept that buying our wipers 
is also making the right choice 
for the environment.”

“The fact that DuroWipers 
pantographs are so long-lasting 
means there is no need for any 
spares or maintenance costs, a 
greener choice in terms of the 
lifetime of the vessel.”

Robust

DuroWipers prides itself 
on manufacturing top quality 
products that are not only 
sustainable, but also the most 
robust on the market.

Its pantographs are 
specified on the UK Shannon 
Class Lifeboat where the 
conditions they encounter are 
extremely treacherous and the 
vessel operator needs clear 
vision at all times.

DuroWipers patented design 
transfers the power from the 
motor to the two spindles 
equally meaning both spindles 
drive unlike any other marine 
wiper on the market. This 
action creates a smooth, quiet 
and powerful maintenance 
free performance lasting the 
lifetime of the vessel.

The Class 90 pantograph 
utilises the 80Nm Bosch motor 
with a considerably smaller 
transfer box than the Class 80, 
for applications where space 
is limited. While the Class 50 
pantograph is the smallest in 
DuroWipers range and is also 
ideal for applications where 
space is at a premium.

DuroWipers offers a ten-
year guarantee on its wipers 
for the RNLI and a lifetime 
guarantee on its products 
to the Royal Navy. For 
commercial operators, it offers 
a free warranty for three years, 
above and beyond the usual 
12-month standard. 

For more information see 
www.durowipers.co.uk

Introducing the IC-M506GE 
Fixed Mount VHF and GPS/
AIS Receiver Combo

The IC-M506GE is a new 
version of the IC-M506, 
a powerful VHF/DSC 

marine radio with AIS receiver 
and NMEA connectivity. The 
IC-M506GE is virtually identical 
to its predecessor except that 
it comes as standard with 
integrated GPS and external 
GPS antenna so that it meets 
the latest ITU-R M493-14 
regulations.

IC-M506GE like its 
predecessor is packed full of 
features including integrated 
AIS receiver, NMEA2000 
connectivity, ‘Last Call’ voice 
recording function, ‘Active 
Noise Cancelling’ technology 
plus Icom’s intuitive menu-
driven user interface and large 
dot matrix display making it 
easy to use. The IC-M506GE 

also features the plug-and-play 
functionality of NMEA 2000 as 
well as the ability to switch to 
NMEA 0183 for current or older 
equipment.

As with other Icom fixed 
units, the IC-M506GE has the 
option of a 2nd station HM-
195B COMMANDMIC. Most 
functions including DSC and 
AIS functions can be controlled 
from the COMMANDMIC as 
well as intercom between 
the IC-M506GE and the 
COMMANDMIC.

The IC-M506GE is now 
available from all Authorised 
Icom Marine dealers.

For further details about 
this product, visit https://
icomuk.co.uk/IC-M506GE/
Mounted-VHF-DSC-Marine-
Radio

Riverdale Mills CEO James M. 
Knott, Jr. has earned a 2019 
Manufacturing Leadership 

Award from the National 
Association of Manufacturers 
(NAM). The Awards honour 
organizations and individuals 
shaping the future of global 
manufacturing.

NAM Executive Director David 
R. Brousell said Riverdale Mills 
is “redefining the meaning of 
manufacturing excellence by 
embracing new technologies and 
bold ideas.”

Innovation has been at the heart 
of Riverdale Mills Corporation 
since its founding.

Riverdale invented Aquamesh® 
almost 40 years ago. Used 
worldwide by lobster fishermen 
and shellfish farmers for building 
their lobster traps and shellfish 
cultivation pens, Aquamesh® is 
extremely durable, can withstand 
up to a decade of fishing and 
hauling in the roughest seas, and 
is also the only wire mesh fabric in 
the world specifically engineered 
to be environmentally friendly.

Top choice wipers for the 
fishing market

Manufacturing Leadership 
Award for Riverdale Mills CEO

James M. Knott, Jr
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VOICES OF WOMEN IN FISHERIES
The Skipper is interested in providing more coverage to the voices of women in fisheries. In order to do so, 
we’d like to hear from women from a range of backgrounds from across the fishing community about their 
experiences in their varied roles in fisheries – whether that is as a fisherwomen working at sea, a partner on 
land engaged in the day to day operations of fishing, a wife, sister, mother, daughter, or someone engaged in 
any other activities related to fishing (e.g., downstream activities such as processing, business, administration, 
management, science etc.). These stories could be historical or contemporary, big or small – either way, we 
would love to hear from anyone willing to share their story with us. To do so, contact the Editor at, 
editorial@maramedia.ie or 00353868239608. 

This month, we are sharing a piece written by Stoke-on-Trent based Emma McKeating, MFS recognised, 
Gold Merit trained, award-winning fishmonger, about why the fishing industry affects us all.

By Emma McKeating, 

Images by Emma McKeating

You might think that my 
title should be “Does It 
Affect Us?” Believe it or not, 
the fishing industry affects 
us all in either a small way or 
a very large way. Men and 
women involved in the fish 
industry in England, Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales are all 
working hard to bring the 
catch to our plates.

Fishermen and Fishmongers

We all see fishermen 
and their fight for a stable 
future on the news and in 
the tabloids, and we might 
wonder why. Fishermen 
are important to us, they 
provide our food source in 
all weather’s and conditions, 
and they obviously mean 
the world to their family, 
friends and communities. 
Then, of course, there 
are fishmongers. There 

Why the fishing industry affects us all
are many independent 
fishmongers of note, such 
as GCH Fishmongers in 
Bedford. Gary, George and 
Ollie Hooper have years of 
experience between them, 
with Gary being a past 
President of the National 
Federation of Fishmongers 
and George winning many 
awards at The British Fish 
Craft Championships.

E. Ashton’s Fishmongers 
in Cardiff has a rich history 
which goes back generations 
and has many award-
winning Fishmongers on that 
counter in Cardiff Market. 
Independent fishmongers 
are able to buy ‘straight from 
the boat’ at fish markets. I’ve 
had the pleasure of seeing 
the fish auctions at Brixham 
and the “old” Peterhead fish 
markets, and see first hand 

the quality of the fish which 
has been landed. Retail 
fishmongers have their fish 
from suppliers who either 
further process fish before it 
is sent or whole fish for us to 
process on request from our 
customers. 

Coastal Towns and 
Businesses

The Fishing Industry 
and our support of it has a 
bearing on our coastal towns 
and villages. It has to. Every 
seaside town and village 
has either a thriving fishing 
industry, or still directly 
involved with processing at 
least, or is built and named 
for its fishing industry, such 
as Fishguard in Wales, which 
has a heritage of Herring 
fishing and connections 

with Ireland. Even the way 
that towns were laid out 
were designed around the 
fishing docks. Original maps 
of Grimsby show the layout 
to serve the purpose of the 
market and docks. There are 
businesses which rely on the 
fishing industry, other than 
fishmongers. Businesses 
such as Sea Treats and 
IshFish in Grimsby, The Amity 
Fish Company in Peterhead, 
and Shines Seafood in 
Killybegs, Ireland, to name 
just a few. Even our pets are 
involved. Oh, yes they are, 
seriously! Award-winning 
Sea Treats in Grimsby supply 
fish-based pet foods and 
take a look at a box of cat 
food the next time you’re 
shopping, and look for the 
MSC (Marine Stewardship 
Council) fish label.

Is The Fishing Industry Really 
That Important?

The UK and Ireland are 
islands. That may sound 
obvious, but for centuries 
and generations, fishing has 
been a source of employment, 
income and food source. 
There have been many 
industries that were once 
synonymous with the UK 
for instance, that have been 
massively scaled down or 
disappeared altogether. Brexit 
(the one word guaranteed to 
make everyone groan) is an 
uncertain time for the fishing 
industry and whether you 
agree or disagree with Brexit, 
it’s an undeniable fact.

When you tuck into your 
fish and chip supper or a 
homemade fish pie, you don’t 
think about the people behind 
the catch. I’ll be honest, I 
didn’t use to. There are men 
and women now, who I’m 
proud to call friends, who are 
directly involved within the 
industry. Ones such as Mr 
Mike Warner, who is not only a 
fisherman but has adventures 
around the country and writes 
inspiring blogs about the 
industry. He’s even appeared 
on tv recently talking about 

Brown Crabs on the menu. 
Mr Jimmy Buchan, skipper of 
Amity and owner of The Amity 
Fish Company, Skipper Drew 
of the Van Dijck in Brixham, 
Mr Peter Bruce, skipper of The 
Budding Rose in Peterhead, Mr 
Alan Dwan skipper of Ajax in 
Newlyn. Ms Julie Snowden of 
Seafish, Mrs Jane Mcwilliam 
up in Scotland, Mrs Annie 
Gilbert, expert fisherwoman 
and so many others who 
I’m fortunate to know in the 
industry.

You Only Miss Something 
When It’s Gone

There is a saying that “you 
only truly miss something 
when it’s gone.” We don’t 
want that to be the case with 
the fishing industry. Whether 
you eat your 2 recommended 
portions of fish a week or 
don’t eat any because you 
can’t, and whether you’re a 
fisherman, work in the industry 
or visit a coastal town for your 
holidays, the fishing industry 
does affect us all.

* This piece was originally 
posted on Emma’s blog  
https://girlyfishmonger.
wordpress.com. 

Shellfish Ireland, based in 
Castletownbere, Co. Cork, are 
celebrating after landing a deal to 

supply fresh crabs to over 800 Lidl stores 
in Spain and Portugal. The deal, facilitated 
due to their relationship with Lidl Ireland, 
is worth over half a million to the fourth 
generation family run business and will 
see fish going from West Cork to depots 
all over Spain and Portugal. In the face of 
Brexit, and a challenging export market, 
this is welcome news for Irish food 
suppliers. 

Ryan Murphy, from Shellfish Ireland 
adds: 

“This contract signing with Lidl 
represents a great opportunity for our fourth 
generation, family run business which 
is based West Cork in Castletownbere. 
The opportunity to export wild north east 
Atlantic crab, or brown crab, to Lidl stores 
in Spain and Portugal is hugely exciting for 
us and will allow us to continue to support 
the local community, where we are one 
of the largest employers in the area. It is 
fantastic also to see a large international 
retailer like Lidl show such confidence in 
Irish companies.” 

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, Michael Creed TD, commented; 

“It is heartening to see a small family 
run company from West Cork receive 
such recognition for their quality seafood 
products, from a leading retailer such as 

Lidl. Irish food and drink has a stellar 
reputation abroad due to our clear focus on 
quality and sustainability standards. Deals 
such like this, which will see products 
from West Cork on shelves all over Spain 
and Portugal, are a welcome boost for 
small rural communities where it will help 
sustain employment and bolster the local 
economy.” 

In an effort to open up new avenues 
for Irish suppliers in the seafood area, 
Fernando Clemente has moved from a 
buying role in Lidl Spain to be based full 
time in Lidl s Dublin HQ and negotiate 
international contracts directly with Irish 
suppliers. 

Fernando explains; 
“Irish seafood is renowned all over 

Europe for its outstanding quality and taste. 
I was excited to join Lidl Ireland where 
I have the opportunity to strengthen the 
close working relationships between our 
buying teams all over Europe, and offer 
new avenues for many of the 200 Irish 
suppliers currently working with Lidl. Last 
year alone our Irish suppliers exported over 
4 million worth of seafood and we are on 
track to reach 5 million this year due to the 
new relationship with Shellfish Ireland. As 
a verified member of Origin Green and as a 
significant exporter of Irish food and drink 
we are committed to growing with our 
suppliers in a sustainable manner and in 
ways that will benefit both parties.”

Castletownbere’s Shellfish Ireland land major deal with Lidl

Michael Creed joins Tommy Murphy (3) at the Shellfish Ireland - 
Lidl announcment

Ryan Murphy, of Shellfish Ireland and son Tommy at the 
announcement that the Castletownbere business Shellfish Ireland 
has clinched a deal to supply Lidl stores in Spain and Portugal with 
brown crab. Pic Daragh Mc Sweeney/Provision

The Budding Rose
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The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen

Commercial advert.indd   1 17/03/2016   15:37

Manufactured to customer requirements
Liam McDermott, Carndonagh, 
Co Donegal.  Tel: 086 8341662

Crab/ Velvet/ Lobster Pots for Sale

DELIVERING 
TO UK AND 
NORTHERN 

IRELAND

• Hull & Machinery
• Crew Cover
• Passenger Vessels
• Ferries
• Chartered Angling
• Pleasure Craft
• Workboats
• Employers & Public Liability
• Business Packages
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2504826 (Charlie)
Direct: +353 (0)74 91 77500
Fax: +353 (0)74 91 77200 
Email: info@chd.ie Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

MARITIME solicitors
RORY F. CONWAY B.C.L
DERMOT F.CONWAY B.COMM, B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
Office Number: 1890 253051

Fax Number: 021 4905624
emergency Mobile 24/7: 265 087 6793478

www.maritime.conways.ie

DETENTIONS AND ARRESTS

Injuries at sea

MARITIME MORTAGES

COLLISIONS AT SEA

TRANSFERS OF QUOTAS/VESSELS

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
FISHERIES LAW

WE PROVIDE A 365 DAY 24/7 
ALL IRELAND SERVICE

MARITIME SOLICITORS
DERMOT F. CONWAY B.COMM. B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
OFFICE NUMBER: 0214901000

Twitter @ConwaysLaw
EMERGENCY MOBILE 24/7: 0876793478

WWW.MARITIME.CONWAYS.IE

Commercial Craft Services include:
●Fishing Vessel Code of Practice 

Surveys, under 15m
●Vessel design

●Stability Books & Inclining 

Experiments
●Submissions to MSO

M: +353 (0) 86 4059426

E: niall@oharamarine.com

W: www.oharamarine.com

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE 

&

MARINE SURVEYING 

SERVICES

O'HARA MARINE LTD.

Art Kavanagh  QFA
Marine Finance Consultant

Glenlee
Killybegs

Co. Donegal
Ireland

353-74-9732915
353-87-6774455

artokavanagh@gmail.com

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

D&D Insurances Ltd
Block A - Unit 3, Nutgrove Office Park, 

Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.
Main line: 01 20 514 05

Fax: 01 20 513 57
E-mail: barry@ddinsurances.ie 

mark@ddinsurances.ie

• Trawler all risk cover • 
Employers Liability • Public Liability • 

Collision Liability • Pollution, Stranding, 
Salvage Cleanup etc. • Personal 

Accident Cover • Total Loss Packages • 
Other Marine related

“D&D Insurances Ltd is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland”

CLASSIFIEDS

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

PLACE YOU CLASSIFIED 
ADVERT HERE EACH MONTH 

BUSINESS LARGE
65X95mm

¤120 COLOUR
¤95 MONO

BUSINESS SMALL
65X45mm

¤100 COLOUR
¤75 MONO

The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen

Commercial advert.indd   1 17/03/2016   15:37

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

LARGE

SMALL

Ireland’s only Ice 
Machine Manufacturer

Phone/Fax:  (028) 417 63802 
 (code 048 from ROI)

www.seaice.co.uk
Email: john@seaice.co.uk

for details of  a range of  ice machines

Kilkeel, Co. Down.

Contact John White

French 
Shrimp Pots

SORRY,UNLIKE PALE 
IMITATION OUR SHRIMP 
POTS DO NOT CATCH 
VELVET, SQUID OR 
JELLYFISH, BUT THEY 
DO CATCH SHRIMPS!
 
SAME ORIGINAL FRENCH 
DESIGN SINCE 1970
 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR ALL OVER EUROPE
 
ASK FOR THE REAL THING!

For further information contact:
BREIZON LTD, INVERIN, CO. GALWAY

TEL: 00353 (0) 91 572157
Email: info@breizon.com

Out fished all other pot types in recent 
years.  Source BIM Surveys.

Install some 
peace of mind, 

fit a 
Prop Protector 

today!

CLEGGAN MARINE
www.clegganmarine.com

Tel: (095) 44037   Mob: 087 7759405
E-mail: sales@clegganmarine.com

The Pier, Cleggan, Co. Galway, Ireland

CLEGGAN MARINE

Tel: (095) 44037 Mob: 087 7759405
Email: salesclegganmarine@gmail.com

Web: www.clegganmarine.com

The subject of the picture 
must be related to the 
Fishing Industry (your 

vessel, your catch, a stormy day 
at sea…etc). Each month, the 
best photo will be published in 
The Skipper and the winner will 
receive a prize, courtesy of Swan 
Net Gundry Ltd and Guy Cotten.

Images sent in may also 
be used in other areas of the 
magazine if suitable.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
Simply get your phones and

COMPETITION
Send in your best fishing related photo and you could win a 
Neptune 50 N Bouyancy Aid by Guy Cotten plus the chance to 
win overnight accommodation at one of the Skipper Expos.

IN ASSOCIATION WITHPHOTO

MONTH
OF THE

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Skipper reserves the 
right to use your images 
for future use and 
possible publication.

PHOTO THE MONTH WINNER: 
MATTHEW ROUND
LANDING SARDINES OFF THE VESTA IN 
MEVAGISSEY, CORNWALL

cameras out, and send us 
your hi-res photos by email 
to editorial@maramedia.ie 
and don’t forget to mention 
your name and details, as well 
as a brief description of the 
scene depicted. The photos 
must be taken by the person 
sending it to us, and it is 
understood that they are free 
of copyrights. 

The closing date for 
entries this month is the 
12th AUGUST 2019.

SkipperThe

LEADING JOURNAL OF THE IRISH & UK FISHING INDUSTRIES

THE MONTHLY PRIZE

The winner 
will receive 
a Sotra 
Fleece by

SPARES, NEW AND USED 
EQUIPMENT

Over 20 years supplying Ireland's top 
fishermen.

Trawl winches, Pot and Net haulers, 
Trawl blocks etc.

Also specialising in the refurbishment and 
sale of quality fishing vessels

such as: Cygnus, Holton, Kingfisher

Tel/fax: 066 9474175
Mobile 087 2791274 

Lake Road, Waterville, Co. Kerry.

and 
Derek Noble

and Derek Noble
SPARES, NEW AND USED EQUIPMENT
Over 20 years supplying Ireland’s top 

fishermen. Trawl winches, 
Pot and Net haulers, Trawl blocks etc.

Tel/Fax: 086 9474175
Mobile: 087 2791274

Lake Road, Waterville, Co. Kerry

TO CLEAR
Quantity of Mixed 
Reinforced Rubber 

Strips from 1/4”
to 1/2” Wide in 
Mixed Lengths 

approx 250 Bales 
of Rubber

Contact: Colin @ FRP Co. The Mill, 
Ballyduff, Arklow, Co. Wicklow. 

M: 087 2552461 Tel: 0402-32994

FRP Co.

FRP Co.
CONVEYOR BELTING

FOR ALL APPLICATIONS 
400MM-2MT WIDE

Flat, Chevron, Cleated, 
Rough Top and Dry 

Back Rubber Sheeting/
Matting Up To 1600mm 
Wide, Blocks Strips & 
Paddles, Flexible Hose 

for Water Air & Oil
FRP Co, The Mill Ballyduff, Arklow, 

Co Wicklow Y14 W306
Tel: 0402-32994  Fax: 0402-31057

Email: frp@eircom.net  Web: frp.ie    
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Days Gone By...
Large prints available of any picture below, €20 including P&P

If you have copies of any images that you would like us to include in our Days Gone By page, please 
email them to editorial@maramedia.ie. If possible include deatils, names, location and date. 
To order any of the above images please email design@maramedia.ie

44 45AUGUST 2019The Skipper Archives

The Archives - AUGUST 1974

SEND US YOUR OLD IMAGES
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Tel:+353 (0)74 9177500 Fax:+353 (0)74 9177200
Email: info@chd.ie  Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is regulated 
by the Central Bank of Ireland

  1. Alpine singer
  2. Cleaned (floor)
  3. Chamber
  4. Distort (direction of)
  5. Dalliances
  6. Effortless
10. Ate meal
11. Mary, Queen of ...
13. Give outline of
14. Pierced with lance
16. Actress, ... Anderson
18. Maths problems
19. Crafty
20. Toiletry powder

  1. More delicious
  4. Gaze fixedly
  7. Authorise
  8. Tired
  9. Map key
12. Attracted (penalty)
15. Most distant
17. Wireless crackle
18. Workforce
21. Citrus crop
22. Unhappily
23. Addictive narcotic

     

Send entries before 12th AUGUST 2019 to: 
Crossword Competition, The Skipper, 
Annagry, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. 
(Photocopies not accepted).

You can now take a picture of your 
completed crossword and email your entry 
along with relevant details to 
brid@maramedia.ie.

FREE BUY & SELL 
LISTINGS

• Vessels • Equipment  
• Wanted • Tonnage  

• Gear • Miscellaneous

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

THE SKIPPER Subcribe today!

Contact Sarah now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 62828 or 
Email: sarah@maramedia.ie

SERVING THE IRISH 
& UK FISHING 
INDUSTRIES SINCE 1964

1 Year (12 Issues) 
Ireland    45 UK £45
Europe / R.O.W   55

€    
€    

1ST - Mullion Softshell Jacket
PATRICK HYNES

BEALADANGAN, CO.GALWAY

2ND - Skipper Beanie
JAMIE DEVANE

ROUNDSTONE, CO.GALWAY

MULLION SOFTSHELL JACKET
           

1st prize in The Skipper Crossword 
visit: www.mullion.com

as worn by Tony Brown, Mullion Technician

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TEL: (REQUIRED):

EMAIL:

 SMALL      MEDIUM      LARGE      XL       2XL

47

ACROSS

DOWN

JULY SOLUTION

Proud sponsors of  The Skipper crossword

IMPORTANT PLEASE INDICATE JACKET SIZE:

JULY WINNERS
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MV Dearbhla ready for retirement 
PHOTO SHANE MEEHAN, CO DONEGAL

Inshore fishermen, Canet 
de Roussillon, France
PHOTO HUGH BONNER

Razor boats getting annual 
painting, Clogherhead
PHOTO PAT SMITH

Wreath laying for the first anniversary of the unveiling of the 
statues remembering all past fishermen/women at the Maritime 
Museum Aberdeen. IMAGE EUGENE RUTTER

Cú na Mara doing its bit
PHOTO KEVIN FLANNERY

Paint Job finished on the 
Dearbhla in Kilkeel
PHOTO LESLIE CAMPBELL

Codonger FE 21 in Whitby 
PHOTO MICK BAYES JR.

Cara Lisa landing in Fraserburgh
 IMAGE EUGENE RUTTER

OUT
ABOUT&

GOT A GREAT PHOTO? 

SEND IT TO THE SKIPPER
email it to us at: 

editorial@maramedia.ie

Anne Finch, Castletownbere, RNLI fundraising secretary, 
Dean Hegarty Coxswain accepting a cheque for €763.32 
for the Castletownbere lifeboat—raised by Rosarie 
O’Neill—from Rosarie  and her granddaughter Chloe.
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BE SAFE AT SEA - WEAR YOUR PFD

Ag Méadú Eolas Muirí
Ag Soláthair Seirbhísí Mara

Building Ocean Knowledge
Delivering Ocean Services
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@ UNIVERSITY OF LIMERICK

GAA personalities join forces to back 
RNLI campaign ‘Respect the Water’

GAA personalities, Marty Morrissey and Anthony Daly along 
with RNLI Crew Members,  John Vaughan and Ian Lynch and junior 
members of the local GAA Clubs, Padraig Young, Ciara O’Brien, 
Abbie Manning and Cara Conway. Photo:Valerie O’Sullivan

GAA presenter and 
commentator Marty 
Morrissey and hurling legend 

Anthony Daly joined RNLI lifeboat 
crew and young players from county 
Clare to raise awareness of the risks 
of drowning and encourage people to 
enjoy the water safely. The ‘Respect 
the Water’ campaign is part of a 
joint-partnership between the RNLI 
and the GAA.

The RNLI’s work with the GAA 
to prevent drowning involves RNLI 
volunteer ambassadors visiting 
GAA clubs around the country to 
give water safety advice to young 
people and to raise awareness of 
the risks of drowning. Thirty-seven 
RNLI volunteers have delivered 
over a hundred talks as part of the 
partnership with more due to take 
place during the summer months.

To promote this year’s campaign, 
GAA personalities Marty Morrissey 
and Anthony Daly joined young 
players from Killimer GAA, Kilrush 
Shamrocks, Kilrush Ladies Football 
Club, Kilkee Football Club, Kilkee 
Bealaha GAA, West Clare Gaels 
and O’Currys GAA. Both men had 
very personal reasons for backing 
the partnership and becoming 
Ambassadors for it.

Marty Morrissey’s home place 
is in the picturesque fishing village 
of Quilty in West Clare on the Wild 
Atlantic Way where the Sea has 
always been part of everybody’s 
life. As a result Marty loves the 
water but is also aware of its dangers 

and although he attempted to learn 
how to swim as a child, he never 
quite got over his fear – though he 
has promised himself to learn how 
to swim when this season’s GAA 
Championship is over. 

Speaking at the launch he said, 
“When I was young boy growing 
up in Quilty, my bedroom literally 
looked out onto the Atlantic Ocean. 
I remember that every 13 seconds 
the light from the lighthouse on the 
Aran Islands shone in my window. I 
would paddle in the water and some 
of my  friends would jump into the 
water back at the pier in Seafield, but 

I wouldn’t, I had the fear. I want to 
get over that and I’ve set myself the 
challenge to learn properly.’ It is so 
important because after all , we all 
live on the island of Ireland and water 
plays such an important part of our 
lives. I am from a Fishing village so 
well aware of the dangers of the Sea.”

Speaking on the importance of 
the partnership, Marty continued, 
“I think the RNLI and the GAA are 
interlinked in many ways. They are 
both about community.  I love the 
water and I respect it.  If we can get 
more people enjoying it safely and 
raising awareness so that no family 
have to go through the pain of losing 
a loved one, then I see that as a win. 
We’ve had too many tragedies in this 
country. I’m looking forward to the 
day that I can go for swim and enjoy 
the water.”

Anthony Daly has a very personal 
reason for wanting to promote the 
partnership. He lost a good friend, 
Michael Scanlan (affectionately 
known by all as ‘Fondi’), to 
drowning many years ago. Fondi 
was a long-standing kit man at his 
beloved Clarecastle GAA club and 
drowned while out fishing. Speaking 
about the tragedy Anthony said, 
“Everyone knew and loved Fondi. 
He was from a big family where I 
grew up. He was a great GAA man 
and came from a strong fishing 
background. When word came to the 
village that Fondi was lost, there was 
a rush to the quay to help. We spent 
the week walking the banks and we 
wouldn’t go to training while the 
search was ongoing. He was found 
the following Sunday at the River 
Fergus and while it was a blessing for 
the family, his loss has been deeply 

felt by everyone who knew him.”
Commenting on the campaign 

he said, “The RNLI is a great 
organisation for the GAA to be 
involved with in local communities. 
I think there is an awareness of 
water safety, but we can never stop 
banging the drum.”

“Anything we can do to raise 
awareness of the risks of drowning 
and to share water safety advice, can 
only be a good thing.” 

The key message of the RNLI’s 
‘Respect the Water’ campaign is 
Float To Live if you find yourself 
in trouble in cold water. Fight your 
instinct to swim hard or thrash about 
– this can lead to breathing in water 
and drowning. Instead, relax and 
FLOAT on your back, until you have 
regained control of your breathing. 
The recommended floating position 
is to lean back in the water and 
keep your nose and mouth clear and 
extend your arms and legs. If you 
find it difficult to float then make 
gentle motions with your hands and 
feet and concentrate on bringing 
your breathing under control.

 
For more advice on how to float 

and other water safety advice visit 
RespectTheWater.com

 
The RNLI will be present at 

Croke Park on Sunday 28 July to 
promote the Respect the Water 
campaign during the All-Ireland 
hurling semi-final and to share 
water safety advice with the 
thousands of fans travelling to see 
the match. Volunteers from RNLI 
lifeboat stations around Ireland 
will be on the pitch at half time to 
share the Float To Live message. 




