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Northeast Atlantic mackerel stock hugely underestimated. See pages 2-5
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Northeast Atlantic mackerel stock 
size hugely underestimated
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A report by the 
International Council 
for the Exploration of 

the Seas (ICES), published 
early last month, has 
concluded that on account 
of methodological flaws 
arising from the tagging data 
used when estimating the 
stock, previous assessments 
used to provide yearly 
catch advice have greatly 
underestimated the health 
of the stock.

Based on what has now 
transpired to be a ‘flawed 
model’, previous estimates 
indicated stocks of mackerel 
in the northeast Atlantic 
had severely declined since 
2011, a 68 per cent cut in 
the quota for the stock had 
been advised last autumn. 
A cut of 20 per cent to 
the 2019 mackerel TAC 
was, subsequently, agreed 
between the EU, Norway 
and Faroe Island. 

More recently, the Marine 
Stewardship Council (MSC) 
had suspended certification 
of the mackerel fishery from 
the 2nd of March this year. 

MODEL REVIEW

The report comes 
following a review on the 
current methods used to 
estimate mackerel stocks, 
carried out by the Inter-
benchmark Workshop on 
the assessment of Northeast 
Atlantic mackerel last March, 
which focused in particular 
on the influence of tagging 
data—used by scientists to 
estimate stocks on account 
of the large stock sizes and 
highly dynamic nature of 
the stock’s migration and 
the difficulties these pose 
in terms of conducting 
surveys—on the mackerel 
assessment for the northeast 
Atlantic.

The review had focused 
on this data in particular, 
on account that previous 
analysis had shown a 
substantial change in the 
perception of mackerel 
stock when tagging data 
were excluded from the 
assessment, indicating 
“a high, and potentially 
incorrectly specified, weight 
of this data source.”

Based on the review a new 
assessment model has now 
been proposed for future 

estimations of the mackerel 
stock, including next 
autumns assessment.

No small reassessment, 
the magnitude of change 
in estimation, based on 
the revised model, means 
that that stock has now 
been assessed to be 4.16m 
tonnes. Previous estimates 
had placed the stock as 
low as 2.3m tonnes. The 
report also indicates that 
the current distribution of 
mackerel is far wider than 
previously observed, and 
the implications that this 
may have in terms of stock 
productivity are still being 
examined.

VIEW FROM THE KFO

Welcoming the re-
evaluation in a statement 
released on the matter 
the CEO of the Killybegs 
Fishermen’s Organisation 
(KFO), Seán O’ Donoghue 
stated that the new 
assessment fully vindicates 
the position taken by 
the KFO with respect to 
mackerel stocks and the 
sustainability of the fishery.  

On this front, the KFO 
had been highly critical 

of the scientific advice 
provided with respect 
to the stock last autumn 
and Mr O’ Donoghue had 
been especially outspoken 
on the matter on behalf 
of the fishermen he 
represents, indicating that 
the assessment of the stock 
last autumn did not reflect 
what they were seeing on 
the ground and had publicly 
expressed his confidence 
that the estimates would be 
revised upwards. 

A MATTER OF URGENCY

Speaking to the Skipper, 
Mr O’ Donoghue expressed 
his satisfaction with the 
work of the benchmark 
group and reiterated that 
the outcome was very much 
in line with the sentiments 
he had expressed last 
autumn regarding the advice 
that had been provided at 
that time. 

He further highlighted 
that he was satisfied a 
thorough evaluation 
of the tagging data had 
been conducted and the 
review represented a major 
intervention with respect to 
the quality assurance system 
that ICES had in place. 
That said, Mr O’ Donoghue 
stressed the importance that 
these mistakes are avoided 
in the first place. 

In terms of the 2019 advice 
for the stock being revised, 
Mr O’ Donoghue indicated 
there was surprise that 
ICES had hitherto not taken 
the initiative on this issue 
themselves and emphasised 
that those involved in the 
fishery could not accept that 
a change in advice would 
not be issued. That said, 
he was confident that this 
would be forthcoming over 
the following weeks. 

To this end, Mr O’ 
Donoghue highlighted the 
sheer magnitude in change 
that was at issue here, and 
indicated that on account 
of this it was expected, not 
just by the KFO but by all 
Coastal States affected, that 
a substantial increase on 
the ICES advice that had 
been offered last September 
would be forthcoming. 

Regarding the suspension 
of the MSC certification, Mr 
O’ Donoghue was confident 
that certification for the 
fishery would be reinstated 
by next September when 
the mackerel season would 
begin again.

On account of this, 
Mr O’ Donoghue felt the 
inaccurate advice would not 
have a huge impact on the 
fishermen he represents. 
However, if it transpired 
that certification was not 
re-instated there would 
be serious implications 
for businesses. That said, 
he was optimistic that 
the certification would be 
reinstated accordingly. 

Overall Mr O’ Donoghue 
felt that the ICES report 
was a clear vindication of 
the KFO’s position and he 
expected that revised advice 
would be issued “as a matter 
of urgency”.

VIEW FROM THE 
SOUTHWEST

Commenting to the 
Skipper, CEO of the Irish 
South and West Fish 
Producer’s organisation 
(IS&WPO), Patrick Murphy 
stated that the ICES report 
based on the findings of the 
inter-benchmark study “sets 
out explosive new findings” 
indicating the RFID 
Mackerel-tagging stock 

Patrick Murphy (IS&WPO)

Seán O’ Donoghue (KFO) 
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INACCURATE DESKTOP 
MODELS

A statement released 
by Shetland Fishermen’s 
Association (SFA) in reaction 
to the revised ICES figures 
made a strong plea to 
policymakers to listen to the 
catching sector rather than 
solely relying on computer 
models.

In light of the upward 
adjustment of the spawning 
stock biomass of the stock 
and with reference to the 
suspension of the species 
Marine Stewardship Council 
(MSC) status earlier this 
year, based on the lower 
figure, the SFA’s executive 
officer, Simon Collins, said:

 “We have been the 
responsible player 
throughout all of this, and 
it gives us no pleasure to say 
‘We told you so’.

“We warned governments 
repeatedly that the science 
was way out of step with 
what our guys were seeing 
daily on the fishing grounds. 
But instead of ensuring that 
the scientists carried out 
meaningful observations 
at sea, they relied on 
algorithms. 

“The decisions made 
in response to these 
wholly inaccurate desktop 
computer models have 
played havoc with markets 
and with livelihoods, and it 
is not the first time that this 
has happened. We are sick 
and tired of the continued 
use of this evidently flawed 
pr.

Mr Collins concluded by 
stressing the importance of 
talking to fishermen directly 
and “carrying out a reality 
check” and stated, “This 
cannot be allowed to happen 
again.”

COMMITTED TO LONG 
TERM SUSTAINABILITY

Following the publication 
of the review, comments 
also came from the Scottish 
Pelagic Fishermen’s 
Association (SPFA). Chief 
Executive of the SPFA, 
Ian Gatt stated that the 
association welcomed 
the reassessment and 
highlighted that the findings 
of that reassessment “that 
the stock abundance of 
Northeast Atlantic is much 
greater than previously 
estimated” was of little 

surprise. As with the KFO, 
the association indicated 
that these findings were 
very much in line with what 
fishermen are seeing on the 
fishing grounds.  

Mr Gatt further expressed 
his satisfaction that a more 

comprehensive review 
would be undertaken in 
May by ICES “which will 
strategically examine 
the various data sources 
to enable improved 
assessments in the future.”

Also in line with the 
sentiments expressed by 
other sector representatives 
with regards to the 
suspension of the MSC 
certification of the fishery, 
Mr Gatt said: “Hopefully, 
this now paves the way 
for the lifting of the 
suspension of Marine 
Stewardship Council 
(MSC) certification of the 
fishery in the near future. 
As a responsible industry, 
we are committed to the 
long term sustainability 
of the Northeast 
Atlantic mackerel stock 
and ensuring we have in 
place effective management 
measures to achieve this.”

ICES Advice be carried out 
immediately and published 
as soon as possible.”  

A FALSE PREMISE 
AND INACCURATE 
INFORMATION

Echoing the sentiments 
expressed by fishing 
representatives, Fianna 
Fáil TD for Donegal and 
Leas-Cheann Comhairle, 
Deputy Pat “the Cope” 
Gallagher said: “I am now 
calling on the Minister  for 
Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine and the EU Coastal 
states to revisit the recent 
decisions which were taken 
on the basis of ICES advice, 
and to without delay put in 
place an increased Quota and 
TAC for those states which 
were unfairly cut in those 
respective years.

“The decisions to cut the 
TAC over the past number of 
years should not have been 
taken - they were based on a 
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assessment system “appears 
to have completely distorted 
the ICES advice for 2019 
based on data assembled 
over the course of a number 
of years up to the beginning 
of 2018.”

Mr Murphy went on 
to highlight that “this 
system of stock assessment 
had indicated a collapse 
in mackerel stock levels 
triggering a dramatic change 
in the scientific advice in 
the autumn of 2018 for the 
adoption of mackerel quota 
and TAC’s for 2019” and 
ultimately led to “disastrous” 
cuts for 2019.  

“This advice was entirely 
contrary to reports from 
the fishing Industry 
across all EU member 
states and from all third-
country participants in 
this important fishery that 
indicated the volumes they 
were seeing during their 
fishing operations had never 
been as big.”

Mr Murphy further 
highlighted the advice 
also “appeared completely 
contrary to and seemed to 
skew the direction of the 
many other data streams on 
mackerel stock data indices.” 

In line with comments 
from the KFO, he indicated 
that the revised evaluation 
of the stock “as described in 
the report” is evidence that 
the concerns expressed by 
the fishing industry were 
entirely justified. 

 WE COMMEND ICES 
FOR HOLDING UP THEIR 
HANDS

Mr Murphy stressed that 
the “acknowledgement from 
ICES that the mackerel 
stocks size is much larger 
than they first advised in 
September of last year” was 
welcomed by the Irish South 
and West. 

Commending ICES on 
behalf of the organisation he 
stated: “The revised Stock 
Biomass is now thought 
by ICES to be in the region 
of 4.16 million tonnes as 
opposed to the figure of 
2.35 million tonnes given 
to us in September last so 
we wish, first to commend 
ICES for listening to the 
concerns expressed by us in 
the Industry and second, for 
making the correct decision 
to carry out an inter-
benchmark study.”

Further commending 
ICES on the work and 
alluding to the importance 
of such steps in terms of 
fostering trust between 
fishermen and scientists, 
Mr Murphy concluded 
by emphasising: “Finally 
and most importantly, we 
commend ICES for holding 
up their hands and admitting 
mistakes were made with 
action now to be taken 
to correct the disastrous 
situation facing fishermen. 
We ask, therefore that 
a revision of the formal 

false premise and inaccurate 
information provided by 
ICES. It is clearly now a 
matter for Minister Creed 
to correct the wrongs of 
the past and appropriately 
compensate the Irish marine 
sector and the fish producers 
with increased catches in the 
years ahead.

“There is sufficient basis 
now for a revised and 
increased quota for 2019, this 
must be immediately acted 
on and examined by the Irish 
Government in conjunction 
with our EU partners”.

MACKEREL ROADMAP

At the time of going to 
print the MSC certification 
has not yet been reinstated 
for the fishery, nor have 
ICES changed their advice 
with respect to the stock. 
In the meantime, however, 
a further multi-stakeholder 
workshop “to develop 
a research roadmap for 
mackerel” will be held this 
month, whereby a more 
comprehensive assessment 
of the stock and the methods 
used to determine the size 
of those stocks will be 
conducted. 

Details of the ICES report, 
including a link to the full 
report, can be found at:

https://www.ices.dk/news-
and-events/news-archive/
news/Pages/Northeast-
Atlantic-mackerel.aspx

Simon Collins (SFA)

Ian Gatt (SPFA)

Zephyr

https://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/Northeast-Atlantic-mackerel.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/Northeast-Atlantic-mackerel.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/Northeast-Atlantic-mackerel.aspx
https://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/Northeast-Atlantic-mackerel.aspx
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New Mapping App to Identify Discard Hotspots

Marine Institute

The Marine Institute has developed a new 
online application to help the fishing 
industry identify areas with consistent 

catch rates over multiple years. This app can 
be used by fishermen to avoid areas with 
high catch rates of choke species and juvenile 
commercial fish. As part of DiscardLess, a 
project funded by the EU’s Horizon 2020 
Programme, the Marine Institute has been 
working with partners from 12 countries to 
develop strategies for the gradual elimination 
of discards in European fisheries. With the 
introduction of the Landing Obligation in the 
EU Common Fisheries Policy much emphasis 
has been placed on the use of selective gear 
technology to reduce unwanted catches. 
Gear technology solutions can contribute in 
helping to avoid catches of choke species and 
juvenile commercial fish. Knowing when and 
where unwanted catches might be expected 
and avoiding these areas could also be key.

Researchers from the Marine Institute 
have been developing mapping techniques to 
identify consistent patterns in catches on Irish 
fishing grounds. Using observer data collected 
from Irish, French and UK fishing vessels 
operating in the Celtic Sea, maps have been 
produced for all TAC species, identifying where 
fish are regularly caught over multiple years. To 
make this information available to anyone who 
may be interested in catch patterns in this area 
the maps have been loaded into a web-based 
application that is freely accessible. Within this 
application individual maps per species can 
be viewed based on vessel category, season, 
and size of the catches (both below and above 
minimum conservation reference size). There 
is also the option to add layers from multiple 
maps onto a single base map so that catches of 
different species in one area can be compared, 
to see where they are most likely to overlap and 
determine how they interact with each other.

This interactive technology provides a great 
platform to provide tailor-made information 
relevant to each individual, highlighting 
what is of most interest to them. Modelling 

exercises have also indicated that by using the 
information contained within these maps, 
fishing opportunities could be extended under 
the Landing Obligation by maximising on 
catches of commercially important species 
whilst minimising catches of choke species. 
Both the app and results from this modelling 
were presented at the Landing Obligation 
in Focus meeting, hosted by BIM in Páirc Uí 
Chaoimh in November last year, receiving 
a positive reaction from both industry and 
policymakers. 

While much of the information contained 
within these maps will be familiar to those 
regularly fishing in these areas, it is envisaged 
that this tool could act as an additional 
resource to assist in avoiding unwanted 
catches through spatial avoidance. Whilst the 
tool is available to use now it is hoped that 
it can be developed further to best meet the 
needs of industry and provide information 
that is easily digestible and ultimately useful. 
This may include extending the maps to 

encompass other areas, including additional 
species of interest, changing the layout to 
improve the user experience and adding 
additional information such as quota 
availability in each area, amongst many 
other possible improvements. As part of this 
development, users of the app are currently 
being asked to provide feedback via a short 
online questionnaire that is contained 
within the app.  

Those interested in this information 
and technology, are encouraged to visit the 
app, explore the information provided and 
provide feedback. All opinions and views 
provided at this stage will be incredibly 
valuable in shaping how this tool may 
function in the future.

The app and questionnaire are available 
at https://shiny.marine.ie/discardless/ and is 
compatible with mobile phone technology. 
Any further queries or feedback regarding 
this app can be directed to Julia.calderwood@
marine.ie. 

The Marine Institute has developed a new online application to help the fishing industry identify areas with 
consistent catch rates over multiple years.
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Navigation Control (Fishing)
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contact 087 6837134
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Workboat Handling C20185
– 10-13 June, Newport, Co. Mayo, 

contact 087 6837134

www.bim.ie

National Fisheries College of Ireland 
May-June Schedule 2019

EUROPEAN UNION
This measure is part-financed 
by the European Maritime  
and Fisheries Fund

Ireland’s EU Structural and
Investment Funds Programmes
2014 - 2020

Co-funded by the Irish Government
and the European Union

NFC Greencastle +353 74 938 1068/1099  
NFC Castletownbere +353 27 71230
To confirm the mobile training schedule on the 
west coast please contact 087 6837134 and on 
the east coast contact 087 2334620.
Funding for the course fee and subsistence costs 
is available through BIM’s Seafood Training Scheme.

Last month, the EU Commission 
issued a Brexit Contingency 
Plan for fisheries. The plan, 

which was agreed with Ireland along 
with seven other impacted member 
states, recognises that fisheries is one 
of the most critical areas with respect 
to a possible no-deal scenario, and 
sets out some points relating to how 
fisheries would be managed if that 
scenario becomes a reality.

Though on the 11th of April, the 
European Council agreed to extend 
further the UK’s leave date from the 
EU until 31st October 2019, thereby 
averting a no-deal Brexit for the time 
being, the uncertainty continues, and 
issues with respect to what European 
fisheries arrangements will look like 
if and when Brexit (hard or soft) 
eventually does occur remain.

The Commission’s plan highlights 
the serious impact that the UK’s 
departure could have for European 
fishing fleets and fish stocks and, 
in line with the previously detailed 
contingency measures (i.e. measures 
allowing for reciprocal access and 
provisions allowing for access to 
EMFF funding in the event that 
fishermen find themselves locked 
out of UK waters) adopted over 

the past months, sets out the EU’s 
preparations for this eventuality, to 
date. 

WHERE WILL THEY GO?

Alongside the loss of access to UK 
waters, among the risks highlighted 
in the plan is the impact that 
displacement of EU vessels into other 
areas could have. Both of these issues, 
which have been well highlighted 
by the Irish fishing industry, are of 
particular relevance to the Irish fleet 
and fishing grounds. With respect to 
the latter, the plan sets out a number 
of actions that seek to “identify and 
manage displacement” in the event 
that this becomes an issue.

In this regard, it is recommended 
that: 

A voluntary framework for 
intensified monitoring of changes 
in fishing activities in EU waters is 
agreed. 

On the basis of in-depth analysis 
of current fishing patterns, the 
Commission would work with the 
Member States concerned to identify 
relevant criteria within the existing 
framework to assess the viability, 
sustainability and scale of potential 

displacements. 
These criteria could include the 

potential usage of current UK catches 
from EU27 waters, the biological 
capacity of stocks to cope with 
increased fishing pressure in EU27 
waters, potential alternatives for 
spreading fishing pressure, uptake of 
quota, and the economic impact for 
the vessels concerned.

 
The Communication further states 

that “where displacement of fishing 
activity is not possible or not desirable, 
following the analysis mentioned 
above, a choice of the appropriate 
mitigation tool(s) is warranted.” These 
may be used in combination and 
include measures already existing 
under the CFP (e.g. via multi-annual 
plans, measures with respect to 
threats to conservation, emergency 
measures and on the setting of fishing 
opportunities and the exchange of 
fishing opportunities) and the EMFF. 

With respect to compensation 
member states are “encouraged to 
submit to the Commission detailed 
plans for (the possibility of) using 
temporary cessation if and when 
needed, and based on this “the 
Commission will work with the 

Member States with regard to the 
use of this tool to ensure fairness and 
proportionality across fleets and across 
the identified relevant fisheries.”

Welcoming the plans Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
Michael Creed T.D said: “This 
communication reflects the high 
level of planning by Ireland, France, 
Germany, Netherlands, Spain, 
Belgium and Sweden working closely 
with DG Mare. 

“When I met Commissioner 
Vella last February, I emphasised 
the real risks of a concentration 
of fishing into Ireland’s 200 miles 
fishing zone by EU fleets if they are 
excluded from UK waters. I pointed 
out that inevitably this would lead to 
displacement of our own fleet and 
depletion of fish stocks if no action 
is taken.”

The Minister concluded by saying: 
“We now have identified and agreed, 
co-ordinated and fully prepared 
measures that will be immediately 
available to address a no-Deal Brexit 
situation, if the UK were to decide to 
deny EU vessels access to UK waters. 
I am seeking additional EU funds to 
support this mitigation measure if 
they become necessary.”

NO-DEAL BREXIT PLAN FOR FISHERIES

https://shiny.marine.ie/discardless/
mailto:Julia.calderwood@marine.ie
mailto:Julia.calderwood@marine.ie
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In Memory of the Late 
Thomas Michael Hassett 

NEWS
in brief

LIF
E JACKETS 

SAVE LIV
ES

Tom Hassett (1931–2019)
A voice for the South West and a tireless 
campaigner for the Irish fishing industry

By the Irish South and West Fish 
Producers Organisation CLG

The sad passing of 
Tom Hassett began 
a process within 

the IS&WFPO that has 
generated a lot of discussion 
and the telling of many 
stories of Tom’s passion for 
Ireland’s fishing industry.

Tom’s tireless work 
through the IS&WFPO 
began in the 1990s and 
continued through the 
decades until his retirement 
as Secretary at the end of 
2015. Tom saw a need for a 
voice for the fishermen in 
the South West, which he 
once stated were treated as 
“second class citizens”.

He was not alone in his 
views and together with 
another huge figure in 
the industry, Mr Dónal 
O’Driscoll, a native of Sherkin 
Island who relocated to 
Castletownbere in the early 
1960’s, with both forming 
an unbreakable friendship 
through their love of the sea, 
made the historic decision 
to set about the setting up of 
the fishermen’s representative 
organisation known today as 
the Irish South and West Fish 
Producers Organisation CLG.

Tom spent thousands 
of hours working for the 
members of this newly 
formed organisation meeting 
with countless officials in the 
Department of the Marine 
and elected politicians 
and pioneered the first 
engagement with officials of 
the EEC now known as the 
European Union. 

Tom was a well-respected 

accountant who reached the 
top of the ladder within the 
Roches Stores Department 
Store Group as their Chief 
Accountant. Tom’s role 
within the IS&WPO was 
Company Secretary. In that 
role, he added a professional 
element to the running of 
this representative body that 
grew in stature and became 
an important contributor 
to developing policies and 
regulations that would govern 
the industry in the decades 
that followed.

Tom’s dedication was 
summed up by the current 
Secretary in these words, 
“Tom ate, drank and slept the 
work involved in the Irish 
South and West, you knew 
when he rang you it was going 
to be a long, long conversation 
for the passion always came 
through and no one could 
ever question his unselfish 
dedication to Irelands fishing 
Industry”.   

Tom had a rare skill in 
getting a very complicated 
message with an enormous 
amount of information 
relating to a highly regulated 
industry across to the general 
public. He always managed to 
get his point across in a way 
that looked simplistic and 
easy to understand but was 
complex in its nature.

This message is never so 
relevant as it is today with the 
ever-increasing pressures on 
those struggling to remain 
in our industry—evident in 
a recently commissioned 
report by our current Minister 
Michael Creed where it 
showed a catastrophic culling 
of our industry in the past 

11 years. This report stated 
that in 2006 over 18-metre 
vessels numbered a mere 
280. Now in 2019, it’s down 
to a meagre 161 vessels.  

The Staff of the Irish 
South and West have many 
fond memories of Tom 
and recall returning to the 
office on many Monday 
mornings where they were 
greeted with the floor 
covered with pages sent 
by fax from Tom whose 
thought processes and 
dedication never stopped. 
Tom is sorely missed 
within the Irish South and 
West Organisation. His 
contribution was not only 
at a local level but also at 
National and European level. 
His dedication, his voice and 
his passion will be missed 
by all. 

May he rest in peace.

The Skipper team would 
like to express their sincere 
sympathies to Tom’s family, 
extended family, friends and 
colleagues around the coast. 

By Lia ní Aodha

Tom Hassett (Strawberry 
Hill, Cork), former 
Secretary of the 

Irish South and West Fish 
Producer’s Organisation 
(IS&WPO), sadly passed away 
at the age of 88 just before 
midnight on the 5th of April. 

A forward thinker to the 
end, for decades Tom acted 
as a representative and 
campaigner on behalf of the 
Irish fishing industry. During 
that time his passion and 
devotion to securing a fair deal 
for the industry never waned. 

A voice for the South West

Born in Dungloe, Co. 
Donegal, as a young child 
Tom moved to Kerry before 

finally settling in Cork. 
Though oftentimes people 
weren’t fully aware of it, with 
grandparents in Cromane, 
as a teenager he spent many 
summers earning his fishing 
credentials shovelling mussels 
in the more than a century old 
bottom mussel fishery down 
there.  

A father of ten, with one 
who decided to go to sea, later 
in life Tom would become an 
outspoken defendant of the 
fishing industry. Particularly 
active in defending the 
interests of fishermen in 
the South West, Tom was 
present from the first seeds 
of the Irish South & West 
Fishermen’s Organisation’s 
(IS&WFO) beginnings in 
the offices of the Union 
Hall Fishermen’s Company 

in Skibbereen and for two 
decades was instrumental to 
the organisation’s activities—
only retiring from his post as 
Secretary in 2015.

Possessing the rare ability 
to paint a picture succinctly, 
Tom was exceptionally capable 
of conveying a message 
effectively. Calling for tougher 
action from the authorities 
with respect to the ramming 
of Irish vessels that was taking 
place off the south and south-
west coasts of Ireland in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s, 
Tom drew attention to the 
realities of the situation with 
a single word—the aggressive 
behaviour of the foreign 
vessels involved was ‘piratical’ 
and could be treated as such 
under international law. 

Alongside engaging the 
relevant authorities, Tom 
tirelessly engaged the Irish 
media highlighting the issues 
affecting the Irish industry and 
it was not uncommon for his 
children to see RTÉ crews set 
up in the back garden of their 
home. From the government’s 
heavy-handed approach 
towards fishing communities 
to the international pressure 
on fish stocks in Irish waters 

and the unfairness of the 
European fishing system, Tom 
spoke out against what he saw 
as serious injustices. 

A fair deal for Irish 
fishermen and women 

Tom, along with the 
IS&WFO, always believed 
that if an issue concerned 
the inherent interests of Irish 
fishermen, membership of 
the organisation was not 
paramount and, as evidenced 
by his many campaigns, 
often advocated on behalf of 
non-members and the wider 
fishing community. 

When he got into the job 
with the IS&WFO the first 
thing Tom did was pose the 
question: Why was the Irish 
fleet in such a state? 

In line with 
historical accounts and 
contemporaneous scholarly 
thinking, Tom traced answers 
to questions relating to 
Ireland’s uneven development 
and mismanaged fisheries 
to the country’s history as 
a colonial subject and, in 
particular, to the salt taxes 
imposed on Ireland under 
British rule. 

The high tariffs imposed 
in the 18th and 19th centuries 
on the importation of salt 
used for curing—necessary for 
preserving catches, especially 
for export markets—
effectively worked to stifle 
the development of an Irish 
fishing industry while others 
developed, leaving Irish 
fishermen with rotting catches 
(and more than a century 
later with rotting boats and 
‘miserable quotas’) instead.

Not just gifted with 
words, as an accountant 
professionally Tom was adept 
at drawing on figures to back 

up campaigns highlighting 
the injustices against Ireland 
perpetuated by the CFP, citing 
data to illuminate the sheer 
volumes of fish being caught 
by foreign vessels within 
Irish waters and the millions 
Ireland was ‘free gifting’ the 
EU under the terms of the 
CFP. 

Fighting for a fairer future 
for the Irish fishing industry to 
the end, Tom alongside Dónal 
O’Driscoll (Castletownbere) 
would embark on a new 
campaign—Fishing for 
Justice—in 2013 calling for a 
greater allocation of white fish 

quota for Ireland, emphasising 
the more than €1 billion 
worth of fish being caught by 
foreign boats in Irish waters 
every year, as the Irish fleet 
struggle to survive. This figure 
at different times has been 
estimated as being as much as 
€2 billion. 

In this respect, Tom firmly 
believed that the system of 
historic rights, upon which 
the CFP’s principles of “equal 
access” and “relative stability” 
are predicated, is actually a 
system of historic wrongs 
which should be ended 
immediately. 

VOISINAGE SIGNED INTO LAW 
BY PRESIDENT HIGGINS 

Despite appeals, the Sea 
Fisheries (Amendment) Bill was 
signed into law by President 
Michael D Higgins at the 
beginning of last month. 

The Bill which was passed by the 
Dáil in late March, legally entitles 
boats ‘owned and operated’ in the 
North of Ireland to fish within the 
6-mile limit of the State and has 
raised serious concerns among 
Irish fishermen and women. 

Though the President did not 
to refer the Bill to the Supreme 
Court, the response to those who 
had written to him requesting 
such highlighted that although 
the Bill has been signed into law, it 
“remains open to any individual or 
group to take a case to the courts 
to challenge the constitutionality 
of the legislation or any part 
thereof.” 

Had the Bill, which has since 
been signed into effect by the 
Irish Government, been referred 
by the President and found 
by the Supreme Court to be 
constitutional, no other Court 
would have the jurisdiction to 
question the validity of the law. 

The four mussel fishermen, 
whose legal representatives 
had written to the President 
asking that the Bill be referred 
to the Supreme Court, are still 
awaiting correspondence from the 
Commission on the matter.

END OF THE ROAD FOR PULSE 
TRAWLING IN EUROPE’S 
WATERS?

In line with recent votes in 
Europe on the matter, following 
on from consultation with the 
Commission and EU member 
states, last month in Strasbourg 
the European Parliament voted 
to finally ban the controversial 
practice of pulse trawling from July 
2021. 

Some 79 Dutch are currently 
engaged in pulse fishing. On 
account of the ban most of these 
boats will lose their licences this 
June. The Dutch Fisheries Minister 
has, however, indicated an 
intention to appeal the ban. 

Under the new Technical 
Measure Regulation, which was 
voted in by a wide margin of 571 
to 60, a small number of boats (no 
more than 15) will be allowed to 
continue with the practice until 
2021. In the interim, Member 
States are legally entitled ban 
pulse trawling within 
their 12-mile limit and, 
thus far, France 
has moved to 
do so. 

www.bim.ie

A Career as a  
Marine Engineer

If you have a flair for machinery and modern technology, 
there’s a special place on the marine team for you. 
Because every vessel needs a marine 
engineer to maintain and repair all the 
machinery – and there’s a lot of gear 
on a boat. From the main engines 
to electrical generators, pumps, 
refrigeration, hydraulics and winches, 
the onboard marine engineer is a 
vital and highly respected member 
of the crew. And it’s a very satisfying 
feeling knowing that everything 
on board is running smoothly like a 
well-oiled machine because you’ve 
done your job. Where problems 
arise, you analyse and solve them. 
You use your judgement – that’s 
where your training helps. And all 
the mathematics that used to be 
theoretical – it’s a vital practical 
tool when you’re on a boat or in a 
marine control room. Because don’t 
forget that as well as maintenance, 
marine engineers are the people who 
actually design, develop and produce 
all that equipment. So if machinery 
and technology is what floats your 
boat, there’s a career in the seafood 
industry for you!

Marine engineering is a learning curve 
that doesn’t stop when you land a job. 
It’s a fast-moving area that continues 
to develop. Technical know-how and 
computer skills help of course; but 
there’s no substitute for a curious 
mind, a creative imagination and a 
logical approach to decision making. 
Oh, and communication skills and the 
ability to work as part of a team help 
as well! If this sounds like you, then 
you sound like the kind of person who 
should be thinking about a career as a 
marine engineer.

BIM’s Engineer Officer (Fishing Vessel) 
Certificate of Competency Class 3 
Course – as approved by the Irish 
Department of Transport, Tourism & 
Sport – is held at our National Fisheries 
College, Greencastle, Co. Donegal. 

Next course commences in 
September 2019.

An application form can be obtained 
on www.bim.ie and forwarded 
to the National Fisheries College, 
Greencastle, Co. Donegal. 

NFC Greencastle  
+353 74 938 1068/1099
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COME VISIT US ON 
STAND NO. 157 

A SNAPSHOT OF IRELAND’S 
SEAFOOD SECTOR

The report, which was launched 
last month, highlights that 
despite “uncertainties around 
Brexit and challenges around 
sustainability and supply”, Ireland’s 
seafood economy grew by €40 
million (+3.4%) in 2018 to reach 
an estimated total value of €1.25 
billion. 

Private investment (€267 
million)—driven by changes 
in lending practices, increased 
confidence in the sector, moderate 
fuel prices and “a relentless 
growth in the demand for seafood 
globally”—along with strong 
government support (€170 million) 
are cited as fuelling this growth. 

That said, the sector did show 
signs of slowing last year, with the 
value of trade (exports-imports) 
falling by 6.5%. Though domestic 
consumption was up 3.2%, the 
value of exports and imports were 
down 4% and 2% respectively. The 
value of imports from the UK—our 
main import market—fell by 5%. 

According to the report, these 

Challenges and opportunities for ireland’s seafood sector
Though specifying 2018 as a year of “challenges and opportunities”, BIM’s The Business of 
Seafood 2018 report indicates a largely positive outlook for the Irish seafood sector.

dips may be explained by reduced 
volumes of key species (i.e. salmon 
and mackerel) being traded and a 
drop in the price of sterling. 

ASIA OVERTAKES THE UK AS 
SECOND BIGGEST EXPORT 
MARKET

Our main export markets for 
2018 comprised the EU, Asia and 
the UK.  Though total exports 
were down 4%, exports to Asia 
grew by 23% (with a 68% increase 
in exports to China). This means 
that with a market value of €96 
million per annum, Asia has 
overtaken the UK as Ireland’s 
second main regional export 
market. Conversely, the value of 
exports to the EU was down 8%, 
while those to the UK fell by 4%.  

Driven by demand in the 
Chinese market, the value of 
shellfish grew significantly during 
the year, with prices for crab 
increasing by 41%, Dublin Bay 
prawns by 22% and oysters by 
13%. Prices for mackerel were 
also up in 2018 (4%), though 
fluctuations in quotas resulted in a 

decrease in mackerel landings and 
consequently a drop of 10% in the 
value of exports for that species. 

EMPLOYMENT FOR RURAL 
COASTAL COMMUNITIES

In terms of employment, a total 
of 14,359 adults were employed 
(direct and indirect) across the 
sector (i.e. fishing, aquaculture and 
retail). 3231 of these were directly 
employed in fisheries. Though 
rural communities right around the 
coast depend on the sector for their 
livelihoods, when broken down 
by region, Donegal is especially 
dependent on the sector—with the 
sector generating 12% of coastal 
employment in the area. 

PERFORMANCE OF THE FLEET

In total, 2018 saw €370M worth 
of fish landed into Irish ports 
(down 8% on 2017). €270M of this 
was landed by Irish boats which—
driven by falling volumes of 
pelagic and demersal species being 
landed—represents a 5% decrease 
on 2017. 

The report estimates that this 
fall in volume, however, was 
to some extent offset by a rise 
in prices for the 3 top landed 
species by value for the Irish 
fleet—mackerel (+19%), Dublin 
Bay prawns (13%) and brown crab 
(+58%). 

The rise in crab prices was good 
news for the inshore sector in 
particular, and consequently had 
knock-on benefits for the coastal 
communities in which those men 
and women engaged in that sector 
are embedded. 

Regarding Ireland’s offshore 
fleet, with 178 vessels spending 
34,984 days at sea in total, the 
fleet generated a gross profit 
of roughly €58 million in 2017. 
Though most segments recorded 
positive gross and net profits, the 

outlook, unfortunately, was more 
challenging for the drift and fixed 
net fleet. 

ADAPTATION AND RESILIENCE

Despite the challenges and 
ongoing Brexit risks, however, 
in terms of an overall outlook 
for the sector, the report states: 
“The economic fundamentals of 
the sector are robust and point 
to long-term sustainability and 
growth with key species such as 
organic salmon, mackerel, brown 
crab and Dublin Bay prawns all 
growing in demand in our key 
markets.

“With growing consumer 
demand for seafood at home and 
lucrative new markets opening up 
abroad, the outlook is positive, and 
with increasing investment and 
innovation, Ireland’s reputation is 
set to rise over the year ahead.”

Echoing these sentiments on 
launching the report BIM CEO, 
Jim O’Toole said: “Investment 
is happening at every level of 
the sector from investment in 
new fishing gear, improvements 
to vessels to make them more 
sustainable, to capital investment 
in processing industries. 

“The sector has been responding 
to a challenging environment. 
Despite the continued uncertainty 
brought about by Brexit there’s still 
an underlying confidence in the 
sector as evidenced by the growth 
of investment.” 

With reference to the growth 
of the Asian market for Irish 
seafood, Mr O’Toole further 
commented: “The Irish seafood 
sector is noted for its resilience 
and ability to adapt to changing 
political and socio-economic 
circumstances. The significant 
increase in exports to Asia 
over the last five years by 247% 
demonstrates the strength and 
diversification of the sector.”

THE BUSINESS OF SEAFOOD

2018

+3.2% YOY

€486M 

€170M 

€267M 

€322M 

 
 

The Irish Seafood Economy 2018

 

€1.25bn
Estimated GDP of Irish Seafood industry

GROWTH  
on 2017

 

 

3.4%

€1.25bn*
GDP

39%

26%

14%

21%
* Actual total €1,245M

Our Biggest Fishing Ports  
(Value of Landings)

of seafood was landed by 
Irish and non-Irish vessels 
into our ports in 2018:

Irish landings €270M
Non-Irish €100M

€370M
  

CastletownbereKillybegs

€546M
Value of Irish Seafood

€176M
Value of Aquaculture

-15%
growth

-10%
growth

Ireland’s Main Export Markets

EU ASIA(excl. UK) UK
€81M€373M €96M

€653M
Export Value

-4%
growth on 2017

€330M
worth of seafood was 
imported into Ireland in 2018

€219M
worth of seafood was 
imported from the UK (66%)

2,127 288 158 14,359

Top Selling 
Species

Domestic Sales Value

Number of  
registered fishing  

vessels in 2018

Number of  
aquaculture 

production units

Number of  
seafood 

processors

people are employed 
around our coast (direct 

and indirect employment)

Food Service ValueRetail Value€486M
 SALMON (Up 11%) COD (Down 2%)

€116M €47M

Domestic Consumption Private Investment

+21.7% YOY

Government Investment

+0% YOY

Exports - Imports

-6.5% YOY

€297M €189M

€114M €93M

Next year’s event is being 
relocated to Limerick 
where it will be staged 

in a new fit-for-purpose exhibition 
hall. This follows 15 successful 
years of Skipper Expo Int. 
Galway where both exhibitors 
and visitors continuously 
provided valuable feedback, and 
it is based on this feedback that 
show organisers Mara Media 
are announcing “Irish Skipper 
Expo 2020” will be held at UL 
Sport Arena, Limerick on 13th & 
14th March.

Sharon Boyle of Mara Media 
says: “The show in Galway has 
seen incredible growth with the 
number of exhibitors more than 
doubling over the last 15 years. 
We simply can’t expand the 

Irish Skipper Expo relocates to Limerick for 2020 show
show in the existing venue, and 
recent years presented us with 
many challenges due to space 
restrictions. Among the comments 
from both visitors and exhibitors 
was although the Galway Bay 
Hotel is a great venue, as the show 
grew, it was becoming increasingly 
cramped and not easily accessible.”

Next year, UL Sport 
Arena, based in the grounds 
of University of Limerick, 
will hold all the exhibitors 
in one spacious hall, enabling more 
and even bigger stands, providing 
a much better overall visitor 
experience. A large outside display 
area located adjacent to the visitor 
entrance will offer an opportunity 
to showcase much larger products 
and boats. UL is also home to the 
National 50m Swimming Pool 
where we will continue to host 
Safety Demo’s.  

The venue offers many other 
benefits, including onsite catering 
and bar facilities, its ease of 
accessibility and excellent car 
parking facilities. There is an 
excellent road network to UL, 
which is located just off the M7, 
and Shannon Airport is only 35 
kilometres from the show venue, 
from where there is an excellent 
range of scheduled flights. 

Sharon Boyle says: “In the 
interest of being fair to all our 
customers and offering everyone 
the same platform to exhibit, 
UL will provide an arena that is 
more appropriate to the size of 
the show, giving it the space it 
requires, where all exhibitors are 
visible in one room allowing freer 
movement of visitors in the aisles.

“Galway has been a great 
location for the expo over the 
years and we would like to thank 
the Galway Bay Hotel for all their 

work in supporting the event. We 
really look forward to welcoming 
exhibitors and visitors to Limerick 
next year, where the show 
promises to be even bigger and 
better than before, and which will 
have scope for future growth.”

 Irish Skipper Expo will be held 
at UL Sport Arena on 13th and 
14th March 2020, opening 
times 10am – 6pm on Friday 
13th and 10am – 4pm on Saturday 
14th March. Entry is free.

UL Sports Arena

A recent event held at UL

John Kerry, former US 
Secretary of State and 
environmental activist, has 

been announced as a keynote 
speaker at Ireland’s flagship blue 
economy conference ‘Our Ocean 
Wealth’ at City Hall, Cork on 
June 9th & 10th. 

The former presidential 
candidate is visiting Ireland to 
share his insights on climate 
change and the action required 
to sustainably and effectively 
manage our oceans to ensure the 
health of our planet.

‘Our Ocean Wealth’ 
is an output of 
Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth, 
the Government’s integrated 
plan for Ireland’s marine 
sector, which aims to double 
the value of the marine 
economy’s contribution to 
GDP by 2030. This year the 
Summit will welcome more 
than 30 representatives from 
island states around the world 
to Cork, including senior 
political representatives from 

island nations in the Pacific, 
the Caribbean, and the Indian 
Ocean, as well as more than 
500 national and international 
delegates.

Participants will discuss the 
unique challenges faced by island 
nations, share stories of island 
life and identity, connections to 
the ocean, historical links and 
new partnerships. The Summit 
will identify practical ways that 
island states can work better 
together, through partnership, 
to address threats, manage ocean 
resources and build sustainable 
blue economies.

John Kerry to deliver 
keynote at Our Ocean 
Wealth Summit

John Kerry
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Bertie Armstrong, 
Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation

L ike the rest of the 
country, all of us 
working in the fishing 
industry had expected 

an outcome to the first phase 
of the Brexit process by now. 

We are ready to move 
on to the next phase of the 
battle, which is to ensure the 
Fisheries Agreement that must 
be reached between the UK 
and Brussels leaves no scope 
for erosion of our right as a 
Coastal State fully to manage 
fisheries within our waters 
– controlling access, quota 
and policy – and resisting any 
attempt to grant access to EU 
markets in return for access to 
UK waters.

Lamentably, our politicians 
have got themselves into 
an almighty muddle, and 
at the time of writing, we 
are continuing to maintain 
pressure on ministers and 
civil servants in 10 Downing 
Street, Dexeu and Defra 
for a favourable resolution. 
Whatever the final shape 
of the deal, the UK simply 
must be out of the Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP) by 
December 2020 at the latest.

By now, most people 
reading this know the reasons: 
two-thirds of fish in UK waters 
(the Exclusive Economic Zone 
recognised in international 
law) being granted every 
year, free of charge, to non-
UK vessels, when following 
the Norwegian or Icelandic 
model of retaining almost 
all indigenous quota would 
boost our coastal communities 
through hundreds of millions 
of pounds of income and 
thousands of new jobs.

Beyond this glaring 
injustice, the CFP is a classic 

We simply must be out of the CFP by December 2020

instance of office-bound 
bureaucrats, who only ever 
see a fishing boat on their 
Mediterranean holidays, 
trying to force square pegs 
into round holes. 

In the case of the UK v the 
CFP, your honour, I adduce 
the unworkable landings 
obligation, the flawed 
mackerel stock assessment 
methodology, the embedding 
of corporately-funded NGOs 
with questionable motives 
into consultation processes. 
Those are simply the first 
three that come to mind. The 
files of evidence would exceed 
the size even of Jean-Claude 
Juncker’s bar bill.

Flippancy aside, it is worth 
stating unequivocally that 
UK management of our 
natural fisheries resources 
will improve on the CFP 
in all aspects, but most 
importantly of all in relation 
to sustainability. 

Some NGOs with publicity 
targets to fulfil and budgets 
to secure have, since the 
UK announced it would be 
leaving the EU, suggested 
that stewardship of fish 
stocks by the UK and Scottish 
governments would put 
sustainability at risk. There is 
simply no basis for this fear. 
The Scottish fishing industry 
has no interest in jeopardising 
its own future. Sustainability 
will continue to be the 
primary concern.

The industry believes that 
sovereign control of some of 
the richest fishing grounds 
in the world will lead to 
improved management of 
stocks, more accurate and 
robust scientific assessments 
and much closer collaboration 
between independent 
scientists and industry 
operatives.

A key feature of visits 
to Norway and Iceland 
by Scottish industry 
representatives in 2017 was 
learning about the systems 
deployed to ensure and 
improve sustainability in those 
major fishing nations. While 
different, both systems are 
superior to that of the CFP, 
and the UK and Scotland 
will look to the east and to 
the north-west as they seek 
to build a new sustainability 
framework.

The SFF are delighted to 
be sponsoring Skipper Expo 
Int. Aberdeen 2019.

That said, we recognise 
that anyone looking in over 
the past two years might 
think the SFF was entirely 
focused on Brexit. Of 
course, with the prospect of 
substantial additional catching 
opportunity outside the CFP, 
and therefore a much bigger 
industry trading greater 
volumes of fish and employing 
many more people, the future 
has been at the forefront of 
our endeavours.

However, there is 
considerably more to the SFF 
than lobbying in the corridors 
of power for favourable policy 
outcomes.

The SFF is an umbrella 
organisation for the major 
associations that represent 
some 400 vessels, from 
inshore creel boats to pelagic 
trawlers, and the interests of 
the vast majority of Scottish 
fishermen: the Anglo-Scottish 
Fishermen’s Association, the 
Fife Fishermen’s Association, 
the Fishing Vessel Agents 
& Owners Association, the 
Mallaig and North-West 
Fishermen’s Association, the 
Orkney Fisheries Association, 
the Scottish Pelagic 
Fishermen’s Association, the 
Scottish White Fish Producers’ 

Association and the Shetland 
Fishermen’s Association.

As such, the SFF has a 
very democratic, bottom-up 
structure, with the impetus 
for what we do coming from 
wheelhouse and deck.

In addition to promoting 
the interests of our 
constituent associations, 
we aim to ensure a viable 
and sustainable future for 
the fleet in terms of both 
economics and environmental 
responsibility. We also 
work hard to improve the 
perception of the fishing 
industry, making sure its 
voice is heard everywhere 
and correcting erroneous 
statements made about all 
aspects of fisheries.

The SFF plays a key role 
in helping to attract new 
entrants to the industry 
and ensuring professional 
standards of training and 
safety are met.

New regulations covering 
the safety and welfare of 
fishermen, regardless of their 
employment status, were 
introduced in 2019.

They provide protection 
and place responsibilities on 
all, from owners to deckhands. 
The Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency has used the new 
regulations to support changes 
in health and safety, beginning 
with the requirement for 

fishermen on deck to wear 
a Personal Flotation Device 
or use a lifeline. A boat can, 
through a documented risk 
assessment, be absolved of 
the requirement if the risk 
of falling overboard has been 
eliminated.

The new regulations cover 
many new aspects such as 
medicals and the requirement 
for all fishermen to have 
working agreements. SFF 
Safety Officer, Derek Cardno 
will welcome fishermen to 
our stand at Skipper Expo 
Int. Aberdeen 2019 with 
any questions about how 
to comply with the new 
requirements.

On the policy front, 
representation of fisheries 
interests to the renewables 
industry has become a major 
issue over the last 10 years as 
fishers’ perceptions of loss of 
grounds has increased. While 
society needs new energy 
sources, the production of 
sustainable fish protein should 
be protected for the future.

The SFF’s science policy 
branch, overseen by Elena 
Balestri, guarantees fishing 
industry involvement in a 
whole swathe of areas, from 
MPAs to strategies on birds 
and cetaceans, and manages 
industry interaction with 
Marine Scotland Policy, 
science institutes (ICES 
for stock assessments, 
Marine Scotland Science 

and Aberdeen University). 
The focus is always on 
sustainability – profitable 
fisheries and healthy stocks.

This branch established 
the Science Network, a forum 
for scientists employed by 
Scottish fishing industry 
associations to benefit from 
knowledge exchange and 
collaboration on scientific 
issues of shared interest, 
and from representation 
at meetings regarding 
the Scottish industry’s 
engagement with science. 

The SFF also manages the 
IOOS (Independent On-board 
Observer Scheme), which 
provides highly trained observers 
for every science/industry 
project that requires data 
collection on board boats and 
has been running for 11 years.

Phase VI of the IOOS 
commenced on 1st 
January 2017, expanding 
and developing the previous 
phases which were all 
supported by either the 
European Fisheries Fund (EFF) 
or European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund (EMFF) and 
Scottish Government. 

Through managed 
deployment of a pool of six 
fisheries observers, and a 
project coordinator/data 
analyst, the project aims to:

Provide greatly enhanced 
data for stock assessment 
as part of the joint Marine 

Scotland Science / SFF 
Observer Scheme as agreed by 
the Fisheries Management and 
Conservation Group (FMAC);

Support industry-led 
initiatives such as the Gear 
Innovation and Technology 
Advisory Group (GITAG) with 
the aim of testing selective 
methods of fishing which help 
address potential problems 
relating to the Landing 
Obligation (for whitefish 
and Nephrops fisheries);

Assist Marine Scotland 
Science in collection of 
biological data on the 
industry/science demersal 
trawling survey of anglerfish 
(Lophius spp.);

Provide practical advice 
and support for science/
industry projects which 
require direct observations 
at sea on commercial vessels 
(e.g. commissioned under 
Fisheries Innovation Scotland 
or Fishing Industry Science 
Alliance);

Provide observer coverage 
and sampling for a scientific 
monitoring fishery for herring 
in ICES Division 6a, 7b and 7c 
as advised by ICES;

Support for science/industry 
Clyde Inshore Demersal 
Survey;

Maintain the flexibility 
to provide support to any 
industry/science related 
project requiring a strong data 
backup.

An additional valuable 
input is the provision 
of information on data-
deficient stocks to avoid 
the automatic reductions 
in Total Allowable Catch 
for these stocks. Extended 
coverage from SFF 
contributes to a more robust 

dataset which can be used 
in several ways within the 
evolving ICES framework 
for assessing data-deficient 
stocks. 

The Gear Innovation 
and Technology Advisory 
Group (GITAG) has now 
entered its final year, with 
the project due to end in 
December 2019. GITAG 
aims to address research 
and development gaps by 
working with key partners 
including industry, Marine 
Scotland Policy, Marine 
Scotland Science, producer 
organisations and Seafish 
to promote and encourage 
innovation from the fishing 
industry as a whole. Funded 
by the European Maritime 
and Fisheries Fund and the 
Scottish Government, the 
project is led and managed 
by the Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation’s wholly owned 
subsidiary company SFF 
Services.  

This year has started with 
four confirmed projects 
which are well advanced and 
one new proposal which is 
focusing on cod avoidance in 
the North Sea. A number of 
the confirmed projects have 
concentrated on issues in 
the West Coast of Scotland 
as a result of the current 
situation regarding quotas 
and fishing opportunities. 
These projects are looking at 
the use of panels, modified 
separator nets and skates and 
ray avoidance measures. In 
the North Sea a four-panel 
cod end will be trialled to 
assess its effect on levels 
of unwanted catch. The 
outcomes of these projects 
will be published once the 
charters are complete.    

The project is an example 
of collaborative working 
between industry, science, 
policy and gear experts. 
Detailed information is 
collected using highly 
trained observers which is 
then processed and analysed 
resulting in an assessment 
of the gear’s performance. 
The completed summaries 
for each GITAG project can 
be found at https://www.sff.
co.uk/gitag/ 

There is still an 
opportunity for industry 
to come forward with any 
further ideas which they 
have to help them meet the 
challenges presented by the 
Landing Obligation. Further 
information can be found at 
the weblink above.

Bertie Armstrong, 
Chief Executive of the 
Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation

“...the CFP is a classic instance of office-bound 
bureaucrats, who only ever see a fishing boat 
on their Mediterranean holidays, trying to 

force square pegs into round holes.”

https://www.sff.co.uk/gitag/%22 %5Ct %22_blank
https://www.sff.co.uk/gitag/%22 %5Ct %22_blank
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A national consultation 
has been launched 
with respect to 

Scotland’s islands, and island 
communities are being 
encouraged to provide input 
so as to help shape the policies 
that affect them. 

The Consultation will 
support the development of 
the National Islands Plan as 
set out in part 2 of the Islands 
(Scotland) Act 2018. It is hoped 
that the Plan will help address 
the specific challenges faced by 
Scotland’s island communities. 

Island proofing policies 

The Government is, 
therefore, calling on people 
who live and work on 
Scotland’s islands or interact 
with island communities to 
take part in the consultation 
and share their views on their 
own experiences relating to 
things that have worked well in 
the past, so that these may be 
built upon. 

People are also being asked 
for input relating to things 

which have not worked so well 
in the past so that things could 
be done differently in the future. 

Views are also being sought 
on the development of new 
assessments which will aim to 
ensure policies that are likely 
to have a significantly different 
effect on Islanders compared to 
other communities are ‘island 
proofed’.

The Plan itself, which will 
be delivered to the Scottish 
Parliament by October 4th 
2019, will subsequently set 
out a map as to how the 
Government and relevant 
authorities might work to 
improve outcomes for the 
country’s island communities. 
Following on from this, 
Scottish Ministers will be 
asked to report back to the 
Parliament each year on 
progress towards meeting the 
goals of the Plan. 

The Consultation is open 
until the 6th of July 2019 and 
can be accessed at: https://
consult.gov.scot/agriculture-
and-rural-communities/
national-islands-plan.

The latest major 
investment by Lerwick 
Port Authority in the 

Shetland fishing industry is 
facilitating third parties in 
the sector to upgrade their 
own operations.

The Authority’s 
construction of a £7.6 
million replacement white 
fish market is on schedule 
for completion by the end 
of the first quarter of 2020.  
The design was determined 
after in-depth discussions 
and refinement with 
stakeholders.

First floor offices above 
part of the market will 
house LHD Limited, who 
provide fish selling and 
vessel management services, 
and Shetland Fish Producers 
Organisation (SFPO). Both 
are funding and will own 
their new accommodation.

Port Authority Chief 
Executive, Captain Calum 
Grains, said: “The market’s 
capacity to include these 
organisations contributes 
to our strategy to create a 
modern hub for the fishing 
industry at Holmsgarth, 
increasing coordination and 
co-operation within the 
sector. The development will 
bring a range of benefits, 
including in landings and 
dispatch, enhancing the 
quality of fish delivered.”

Richie Simpson, LHD 
Managing Director, said: 
“Given huge improvements 
in the white fish industry in 
recent years, we are delighted 

Lerwick’s new fishmarket to land value-added benefits

to see the much-needed fish 
market taking shape.

“Mair’s Quay and market 
area will give an ideal 
location not just for landing 
fish into a sheltered,  modern 
chilled fish market, but also 
all the other services needed 
to keep the whole operation 
running efficiently.  Our 
LHD offices will be relocated 
above the new market, 
bringing us much closer and 
accessible to our fishermen 
clients.” 

Brian Isbister, Chief 
Executive of the SFPO, 
said: “We’re delighted to be 
moving to offices within the 

new Lerwick fishmarket, 
a facility which will both 
enhance the quality of our 
members’ produce and 
provide us with much greater 
scope to build on the service 
we provide the local industry.

“Thanks to Lerwick Port 
Authority’s investment in 
new quaysides and onshore 
infrastructure, Mair’s Quay 
and Mair’s Pier have become 
the new hub for the fishing 
industry within the harbour.

 “It is important that 
we are close to where our 
members tie up and to our 
partner organisations and 
companies, such as Shetland 
Seafood Auctions and LHD.”

The state-of-the-art fish 
market will double landing 
capacity and complete a 
phased development which 
has included Mair’s Pier and 
Mair’s Quay, the location for 
the replacement building. 

Four temperature-
controlled bays will extend 
to 1,600 square metres and 
there will be more space 
for palletising fish, in a 
chilled dispatch area. The 
chilling system will be more 
environmentally-friendly and 
energy-efficient.

Plans are in place to 
upgrade the electronic 
auction system to provide 

a more versatile online 
platform for buyers, 
alongside a new ‘live view’ 
auction hall built into the 
design.  

Shetland Seafood Auctions’ 
Manager, Martin Leyland, 
commented: “The modern 
equipment and facilities in 
the new market mean we 
can ensure high product 
standards for our buyers 
and that we can achieve 
new objectives in quality 
management.”    

The Port Authority is 
again exhibiting at Skipper 
Expo International in 
Aberdeen (17 & 18 May), 
against a background of 
strong white fish and pelagic 
landings, with ongoing 
investment by the Shetland 
industry, albeit amidst 
Brexit uncertainties.

More new pelagic 
vessels – Adenia, Zephyr 
and Charisma – are due 
this summer as part of a 
£150 million replacement 
programme over several 
years. The Authority recently 
installed an additional new 
shore power point at Mair’s 
Pier to increase availability 
for the pelagic fleet. A 
replacement whitefish 
trawler, Valhalla, recently 
joined the local fleet.

Construction of Lerwick’s new white fish market (centre foreground) on Mair’s Quay is on schedule for completion early-2020.

Scotland’s Island 
voices to be heard

By Craig Taylor

A listair Carmichael, 
MP for Orkney and 
Shetland, has 

criticised government plans 
for skills shortages in the 
fishing industry to be filled 
by young people on gap years 
as an insult to the industry.

Speaking in the House 
of Commons recently, Mr 
Carmichael said: “According 
to the Migration Advisory 
Committee, the answer to 
the crew shortages in our 
fishing ports is to crew boats 
using New Zealanders and 
Australians on a gap year. 
I just wonder what world 
these people live in. That is 
insulting, and it is not just 
an insult from the Migration 
Advisory Committee; 
since the Minister and her 
colleagues rely on the report 
as the basis for continuing to 
refuse the most modest and 
common-sense proposal, it is 

an insult from those on the 
Treasury Bench themselves.”

Speaking after the 
debate, Mr Carmichael said: 
“Government policy relies on 
a report from the Migration 
Advisory Committee which 
has given no consideration 
to the needs of the fishing 
industry. Skippers have been 
telling Ministers for years 
now that we need skilled 
deckhands from outside 
the EU to fill the gaps in the 
labour market. Successive 
immigration ministers have 
refused to listen and, as a 
result, boats have been tied 
up around the coastline 
unable to go to sea.

“The suggestion that this 
gap can be filled through the 
Youth Mobility Scheme is 
ridiculous and should have 
been dismissed out of hand 
by the Immigration Minister. 
It should not have been used 
as the basis for government 
policy.”

Tory plans for gap year 
deckhands insulting to 
fishermen says Carmichael

SCOTLAND NEWS 

https://consult.gov.scot/agriculture-and-rural-communities/national-islands-plan
https://consult.gov.scot/agriculture-and-rural-communities/national-islands-plan
https://consult.gov.scot/agriculture-and-rural-communities/national-islands-plan
https://consult.gov.scot/agriculture-and-rural-communities/national-islands-plan
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SHETLAND NEWS By Peter Johnson, Chris Cope and Hans J Marter / Shetland News

Local authority secures Toft pier funding

SHETLAND Islands 
Council has secured £1 
million of European 

funding for the proposed 
redevelopment of Toft Pier.

 The European Maritime 
and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) 
money will go towards the 
estimated £2.9 million cost 
of revamping the dilapidated 
pier in the north mainland of 
Shetland.

 It comes after the council 
failed in a bid for £2.4 million 
of EMFF money last year for 
building the new Scalloway 
fish market as the pot had 
essentially run dry.

 The council is also working 
with Marine Scotland to 
determine whether further 
funding—possibly £500,000—
can be secured from the 
Scottish Government’s 
domestic fisheries and 
aquaculture support funding 
streams.

A business case for 
rebuilding and extending the 
Toft pier, which is regularly 
used by a number of local 
shellfish boats, is due to be 
discussed by councillors this 
week. 

The redeveloped pier would 
provide deeper and longer 

berthing facilities for boats and 
if backed by councillors, work 
could start this summer ahead 
of completion in late 2020. 

The business case states 
that a planned net service 
station adjacent to the pier, 
which is proving controversial 
with local residents due to its 
location, is dependent on the 
pier being redeveloped. 

The project—which 
does not yet have planning 

consent—could face the risk 
of losing its EMFF funding if it 
is delayed.

Councillors had previously 
voiced their support for an 
outline business case for 
rebuilding the pier as a “fit for 
purpose berthing facility for 
multi-use across aquaculture 
and fisheries sectors with 
potential addition users”.

Vehicle access to the pier 
was closed off since 2014 

Big opportunity for the food and drink sector

SHETLAND should 
do more to tap into 
the increasing global 

interest in its food and drink 
sector, according to a new 
study. 

The research, 
commissioned by the 
Shetland Fish Producers’ 
Organisation, was 
undertaken to explore 
whether a seafood 
marketplace similar to ones 
found in cities like Bergen 
and Copenhagen was viable 
in the isles.

Consultants found that 
any marketplace would need 
the support of a range of 
businesses and organisations, 
with a number of potential 
models mooted—with both 
public and private sector 
involvement possible. 

It had been suggested that 
a possible marketplace could 
also include retail space, a 
food hall and a cook school. 

The findings of the 
report—which was backed 
financially by the European 
Maritime & Fisheries 
Fund—was presented to the 
interested public in March. 

More generally, it noted an 
increasing global interest in 

Shetland’s food and drink, 
with visitors keen to seek out 
“high quality” produce. 

Cruise ship passengers, 
meanwhile, are looking for 
different experiences, the 
study noted. 

The consultants said 
there are also opportunities 
for individual companies 
to “innovate in their own 
businesses to take advantage 
of the increased demand for 
food tourism offerings”. 

“Shetland’s food and 
drink sector is flourishing, 
with more and more 
entrepreneurial start-ups 
coming through,” said 
Shetland Fishermen’s 
Association policy officer 
Sheila Keith.

“It felt like the perfect time 
to take a look at what might 
be possible moving forward. 
It’s in all our interests to 
better promote and market 
Shetland produce. 

“If this report can 
be a catalyst for more 
collaboration, innovation 
and entrepreneurship in 
the sector, then it will have 
achieved its aims.”

Shetland Fish Producers’ 
Organisation chief executive 

Industry demand third freight vessel

SCOTTISH transport 
secretary Michael 
Matheson has 

been accused of putting 
concerns over no-deal Brexit 
arrangements for seafood 
exports above the needs of 
island communities.

Shetland seafood industry 
leaders have repeatedly 
warned that jobs and growth 
objectives were at risk from 
the Scottish Government’s 
failure to take account of 
freight capacity issues in the 
tender documents for the 
next Northern Isles ferry 
contract.

The new lifeline ferry 
contract is due to be 
awarded in August, with 
current operator Serco 
NorthLink, CalMac and 
German company FRS all 

bidding for the multi-million 
pound contract.

Sheila Keith of Shetland 
Fishermen’s Association 
said on Tuesday: “Only 
six months ago, seafood 
shipments worth over £2 
million had to be left on the 
pier in Lerwick as a result of 
inadequate freight capacity. 

“It’s ironic that Transport 
Scotland is flagging up 
legitimate concerns over 
no-deal ferry links with 
Europe, but is falling down 
so spectacularly on ferry 
links between Shetland and 
mainland Scotland.

“We are keen to help the 
Scottish Government meet 
its Ambition 2030 targets 
for seafood production, 
but Transport Scotland is 
effectively undermining that 

policy.”
The lack of freight 

capacity has also again 
been raised in the Scottish 
Parliament by the northern 
isles MSPs Tavish Scott 
(Shetland) and Liam 
McArthur (Orkney).

Scott said: “Last year, 
we saw £2 million worth 
of fresh fish being left 
overnight in Lerwick 
because there was not 
enough space on the 
passenger vessels departing 
for Aberdeen,” the MSPs 
said.

“An unmitigated disaster 
was only then averted at the 
11th hour after a third freight 
vessel was temporarily leased 
by Serco NorthLink to cope 
with demand. Meantime, 
Orkney Mart has raised similar 

concerns about the risks to the 
farming sector in Orkney.”

McArthur added: “The 
current operator has 
prepared reasonable, 
evidence-based options for 
including a third freight 
vessel within the current 
fleet. Despite earlier 
assurances from the first 
minister, however, the 
Scottish Government has 
failed to respond to those 
proposals or explain why 
such capacity is not needed. 
That is not good enough.

“Not only does it pose 
a threat to the economies 
of Orkney and Shetland, it 
also undermines efforts to 
maximise the contribution 
that the Northern Isles make 
to the Scottish economy in 
future.”

End of the line for 
Nil Desperandum

ANTIQUATED local 
fishing boat Nil 
Desperandum has 

been broken up and removed 
from the water at Lerwick’s 
Hay’s Dock.

The 72-year-old boat, 
which was gifted to Shetland 
Amenity Trust by the late 
James (Pinkie) Wiseman 
in 2010, had fallen beyond 

repair and its owners 
decided it was too costly to 
repair it.

Staff from engineering 
firm Garriock Bros started 
the process of breaking her 
up in late March.

Her timbers will be 
salvaged and donated to 
a local artist and a local 
furniture maker.

before it was fully shut in 2016 
as a result of its deteriorating 
condition, with a pontoon 
installed alongside the pier 
instead to allow berthing. 

Usage of the pier by certain 
sectors, such as salmon and 
mussel farming, largely 
stopped after it was closed off 
in 2014.

The pier was built in the 
1950s for the Yell ferry service 
and then rebuilt 20 years later.

Brian Isbister, meanwhile, 
highlighted that the local 
food and drink sector is by 
far the isles’ most profitable 
industry. 

“Despite that, we still have 
a long way to go in terms of 
properly showcasing what 
Shetland produces, as well 
as tapping into the growing 
demand for food and drink 
with great provenance,” he 
said. 

“There is so much more 

that Shetland can do to 
make the most of the 
potential of our industry. 
As one of the biggest 
organisations in the sector, 
we are delighted to be 
shining a light on what the 
opportunities for Shetland 
might be.” 

The study was carried out 
by SAC Consulting, which 
undertake desk research, 
telephone interviews and 
online surveys.

Isles join marine plastic project

SHETLAND is 
one of ten island 
communities which 

are represented in a new 
nationwide campaign looking 
to tackle marine plastic 
pollution.

Local resident Zdenka 
Mlynáriková has been selected 
to be the isles’ ‘community 
leader’ for the new Cold 

Water Islands Project.
The UK-wide project is led 

by eco groups Surfers Against 
Sewage (SAS) and Parley 
for the Oceans. It looks to 
encourage island groups to 
initiate “community-based 
solutions” against plastic 
pollution. 

Shetland joins Orkney, 
Skye and the Channel 

Islands’ Alderney and Herm 
in the pilot project.

Mlynáriková said: “Almost 
every day we get to witness 
desperate calls for help from 
our oceans, whether it’s on 
social media or while visiting 
a local beach.

“Shetland is a place of 
stunning natural beauty 
and the community spirit 

is amazing. I believe that by 
working together we can 
help raise awareness about 
this serious issue and make 
a change necessary for the 
future of our environment.”

The strategy behind 
the initiative sees “local 
businesses, stakeholders and 
individuals” all encouraged to 
participate.

Nil Desperandum ©Jim Mullay, Shetland News

Toft Pier

Haddock
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Local boats berthed at Ramsey Shipping Services Ltd.

ORKNEY NEWS By Craig Taylor

n A BRAND new crab boat 
built for an Orkney company 
was recently launched at 
Parkol Marine Engineering’s 
Middlesborough yard. 

Built for Ronnie Norquoy of the 
Celtic Dawn Fishing Ltd, Carvela 
K751 is a 19 metre fully shelter 
decked crabber with a 16.49 metre 
registered length and is fitted out 
to work with a crew of up to eight. 
She is the largest ever crab boat 
built for Orkney owners. 

The vessel is fitted with a 
360kW Mitsubishi S6A3-MPTAW 
engine, driving a four-bladed 
bronze screw propeller via 

The Carvela pictured being launched from the Parkol Marine Engineering’s 
Middlesborough yard.

ISLE OF MAN NEWS By Michael Craine

March came in like a lion 
and out like a lamb. Half the 
month was gales with big 
tides leaving only the last two 
weeks for the fleet to get any 
decent sea time. 

SCALLOPERS

n Prior to the gales abating 
a couple of Manx scallopers 
ventured to the west coast 
of Scotland grounds at the 
beginning of the month. 
However, most of the scallop 
action has been off the east and 
south-east of the island with 
boats fishing inside the 12-mile 
limit and others venturing as far 
as North Wales. Boats landed 
into Douglas and Port St Mary. 

Inside the 12 mile limit, the 
Manx licensed fleet are only 
allowed to fish from 6 am until 
6 pm and 12 bags has been a 
good day’s fishing (17 bags is the 
maximum allowed) but many 
have caught less. Fishing outside 
the 12 miles is unrestricted. 
Regal Star, PL200 and Silver 
Viking, PL19 have been the only 
boats working out of Peel.

The Peel scalloper Venture 
Again, PL 39 is back at sea 
following a fire in the engine 
room last month. On Saturday 
the 30th March the Peel 
scalloper Genesis, PL400 gave 
assistance to Polaris, PL193 
which had suffered a fouled 
propeller. Polaris was safely 
towed into Port St Mary. The 
Southern Ireland scalloper 
Lida Suzanna, WD 8 has been 
working off North Wales.

POTTERS

n Likewise, the potters were 
hampered by the weather at 
the beginning of the month 
but their gear still fished. 
When they were able to get 
to sea, catches looked good, 
but instead of landing daily in 
some cases it was weekly due 
to the poor weather. Some 
crews worked all night to 
empty their pots and get them 
re-baited before the weather 
blew them back into port 
again for a few days.

PRAWN TRAWLERS

n Portavogie prawn trawlers 
were also in action at the 
end of the month. Those in 
Peel included Illustris, B119; 
Ilene, B152; Antares, B407; 
Heritage, B786 and Elegance, 
PD 33. There was very sad 
news on the 26th March when 

information came through 
that the Portavogie prawn 
trawler Elegance, PD 33 had 
hauled up a decomposed body 
in its prawn net 11 miles east 
of Port Erin. Her skipper took 
the body back to Portavogie. 
Hopefully, the body will be 
identified soon and returned 
to the family. The Port St Mary 
scalloper Antares, CT185 is 
now trawling for prawns out 
of North Ireland.

BEAM TRAWLERS

n Belgian beam trawlers have 
again been working between the 
Manx and UK 12-mile limits on 
grounds south of the island and 
west of Morecambe Bay. The 
Belgian beamers were joined by 
a couple of Wexford beamers. 
The boats included Rony, WD 

Manx fishing boat 
owners have started 
using the slipping 

facilities at Ramsey Shipping 
Services Limited (RSS) in 
Ramsey. The Workshop, 
Repair and Agency Service 
recently moved into the 
Ramsey shipyard site, where 
its two slipways and harbour-
berths allow easy access to the 
workshop facilities which are 
headed by Paul Kennish. 

Among the range of services 
offered by RSS include vessel 
repairs and maintenance (e.g. 
heavy and light steel work, 24 
hours a day engine service and 
repairs), alongside full Agency 
services for any type of vessel 
calling at the Isle of Man. RSS 
can also undertake small boat 
surveys, help with sales and 
purchases, insurance renewal 
and damage repair.

Looking forward to local 
enquiries and interest from 
around the Irish Sea

At the new site, RSS is 
looking forward to attracting 
local enquiries and interest 
from around the Irish Sea. 
Though it has been several 
years since the slipway was 
used by the local fleet, now 
that RSS has taken over the 
slipway and adjoining marine 
facilities it is expected that 
more boats will use the slip. 

At the end of the month 
the Peel potter New Dawn, PL 
1 was slipped for her annual 
paint up and was followed on 
the slipway, for repairs, by Free 
Spirit II, PL165 and Enigma 1, 
PL164. The berths next to the 
yard continue to be used by 
local boats, nipping in for few 
days, for mechanical repairs.

As well as attracting local 
vessel owners RSS aims to 
be a major repair and service 
centre in the Irish Sea to deal 
with any requirements from 
fishing vessels owners and 
any other vessels based in 
neighbouring ports around 

the Irish Sea and further 
afield. They look forward to 
any enquires. 

A long history

RSS Limited was initially 
the Workshop, Repair and 
Agency Services of The 
Ramsey Steamship Company. 
It is now part of the EMCS 
Group of companies, managed 
by Isle of Man based EMCS 
International Limited.

The new premises of 
RSS on the Sulby River 
are no stranger to vessel 
maintenance, repair and 
new builds. Shipbuilding and 
repair at the site goes back 
centuries—with one of the 
most famous builds being the 
200 foot, Europa which was 
built in 1863 (and still exists 
as the Star of India berthed in 
the Maritime Museum of San 
Diego). The local scalloper 
Manx Ranger, PL40 was also 
built on the site in 2000.

Scalloper Frey, CT137.

18; Bridget Carmel, WD 39; Van 
Eyck, Z 53; Blue Angel Z 60; 

Jasmin, Z483 and Ophoop Van 
Zegen Z980. 

RAMSEY SHIPPING SERVICES LIMITED
n Northern Isles MSPs, 

Liam McArthur and Tavish 
Scott, repeated their calls 
for the Scottish Government 
to make additional freight 
capacity available on Orkney 
and Shetland ferry routes.  

The call comes after 
Scottish Government 
Ministers confirmed the 
purchase of the two freight 
ferries, MV Helliar and MV 
Hildasay, that currently 
operate on the routes from 
Aberdeen to Kirkwall, Orkney 
and Lerwick.

The two vessels were 
previously chartered, but 
Ministers have used existing 
capital ‘underspend’ to 
purchase the vessels outright. 
With the option of leasing in 
freight vessels on an ad hoc 
basis becoming increasingly 
limited, a formal deal has been 
completed and they will now 
join the Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Ltd (CMAL) fleet.

While Mr McArthur and 
Mr Scott welcomed the 
move, they pointed out that 
this would not address the 
growing capacity issues on 
Northern Isles routes. This 
is an issue that Mr MrArthur 
highlighted with First 
Minister last September, on 
the back of serious concerns 
in Orkney and Shetland that 
vital freight shipments were 
under threat of being left on 
the quayside. 

Commenting on the 
announcement Mr McArthur 
and Mr Scott said: “This 
seems to be a sensible move 

by the Scottish Government. 
It makes good use of 
available underspend in the 
government’s capital budget 
and should help cuts revenue 
costs going forward.  

“Nevertheless, this does 
nothing to expand the freight 
capacity available on these 
routes or respond to the 
growing demands of linchpin 
industries in Orkney and 
Shetland.  

“Last year, we saw £2 million 
worth of fresh fish being left 
overnight in Lerwick because 
there was not enough space on 
the passenger vessels departing 
for Aberdeen. An unmitigated 
disaster was only then averted 
at the 11th hour after third 
freight vessel was temporarily 
leased by Serco NorthLink to 
cope with demand. Meantime, 
Orkney Mart has raised similar 
concerns about the risks to the 
farming sector in Orkney.   

“The current operator has 
prepared reasonable, evidence-
based options for including 
a third freight vessel within 
the current fleet. Despite 
earlier assurances from the 
First Minister, however, the 
Scottish Government has 
failed to respond to those 
proposals or explain why such 
capacity is not needed. That is 
not good enough. 

“Not only does it pose 
a threat to the economies 
of Orkney and Shetland, it 
also undermines efforts to 
maximise the contribution that 
the Northern Isles make to the 
Scottish economy in future.”

BRAND NEW CRAB 
BOAT LAUNCHED

a Reintjes WAE247L 7.043:1 
reduction gearbox. Auxiliary 
engines are a pair of Mitsubishi 
6D16-T 106s. 

The deck layout has a 2-tonne 
pedestal-mounted Britannia 
hydraulic slave hauler, as well as a 
Rapp HHM005 rope hauler. In a 
new development, the hydraulics 
are driven by electric motors. 

According to Parkol, steel-
hulled Carvela is designed with 
a transom stern, bulbous bow, 
soft nose stem with full-length 
shelter, all arranged for static gear 
creel fishing, and is fitted with a 
vivier tank.

ADDITIONAL FREIGHT 
CAPACITY STILL NEEDED

METAL PONTOON WASHED 
UP ON ORKNEY BEACH

n The discovery of a large 
metal pontoon on the west 
coast of Orkney has raised 
concerns that it could be a 
hazard to shipping if not 
recovered from the sea.

Measuring around 30-
feet by 8-feet, the structure, 
understood to be a dredge 
pipe pontoon, was spotted on 
Saturday, March 16, on the 
shore, resting on rock slabs 
close to Marwick Bay. Days 
later the heavy seas and swell 
saw it move to Sandgeo, better 
known as the beach below the 
fishermen’s huts, further south 
of Marwick Bay.

With fears that it could 
prove to be a serious hazard to 
shipping, the discovery of the 
steel pontoon was reported to 
the Coastguard. 

It was also discovered 
that an identical structure 
was found washed up in the 
Western Isles last week. There, 
Benbecula Coastguard Team 
was alerted following a report 
of a large object washed up on 
the beach at Ormiclate Isle of 
South Uist, on Friday, March 
15.

 Coastguards there said: 

“The item was located, no 
pollution was noted, and 
details passed to the relevant 
authority.”

Asked for a statement on 
the pontoon washing up here, 
a Coastguard spokesman 
said last month: “The MCA 
is advising Orkney council 
regarding a metal pontoon 
that has washed up on the 
shoreline at Marwick on the 
north-west coast of Mainland 
Orkney. As the pontoon has 
occupied a position above 
the low water baseline, 
alternating from the surf line 
to the high water mark, it is 
the responsibility of the local 
authority or landowner to 
ensure that it is removed or 
secured safely.”

In response, a statement 
from Orkney Islands 
Council said: “We have been 
monitoring this situation all 
week, and in constant contact 
with the MCA about how they 
intended to deal with this. 
The changing situation has 
made it difficult to determine 
responsibility, and therefore 
the council is now looking at 
options for how to proceed.”

The metal device on 
an Orkney beach. 
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A RETHINK ON CATCH REPORTING FOR UNDER TENS NEEDED 

The next Skipper Expo 
Int. Bristol has been 
postponed from the 

original date in November 
this year and will now be held 
towards the end of 2020 instead.

Show owner Mara Media says 
that feedback from exhibitors 
and visitors suggests that the 
current venue in Bristol, whilst 
having many positives, is still 
not ideal and it might serve the 
fishing industry’s needs better if 
relocated to another venue and 
possibly even to another location 
in the south-west of England.

Sharon Boyle of Mara Media 
says: “There is also a lot of 
uncertainty in the industry at the 

SKIPPER EXPO INT. BRISTOL POSTPONED UNTIL 2020
moment and we feel it is vital to 
find a fit-for-purpose venue and 
location for this event that meets 
the requirements of the fishing 
sector. This is a process that could 
take time to ensure we get it 
right, which is why we’ve decided 
to postpone the event until 2020.

“Our Irish and Scottish expos 
are thriving at the moment and 
we intend to use our expertise 
in fishing show management to 
find the right location that will 
deliver the best results for the 
industry in England and Wales. 
We will continue to consult with 
the fishing industry as part of 
this process and will publicise the 
outcome as soon as we can.”

Rising fuel prices poses 
a challenge but early 
economic estimates 

suggest ‘business as usual’ for 
the UK fishing fleet in 2018

The latest economic 
performance estimates for 
the UK fishing fleet have 
been published by Seafish. 
The analysis, which is based 
on preliminary landings 
data, indicates that, despite 
rising fuel costs, 2018 was 
“a solid year for the UK 
fleet”. Though there were 
differences across various 
segments of the fleet, as 
a whole the fleet saw a 
marginal increase in fishing 
revenues to £978 million in 
2018 up from £975 million in 
2017. 

This increase comes despite 
a 5 per cent decrease in the 
volume of fish landed—which 
was down from 720000 
tonnes in 2017 to 690000 
tonnes in 2018. This decrease, 
however, was mitigated by a 
5 per cent increase in average 
price per tonne landed, which 
at £1,422 was at its highest in 
the last ten years.

As with the economic 
performance of the EU fleet 
as a whole, as detailed in the 
Skipper last month drawing 
on a report for the EU 
Commission, fuel cost was a 
big factor in the 2018 figures 
with the average annual fuel 
price up 20 per cent on 2017 
in 2018, reaching a high of 
50p per litre for the first time 
since 2014. As a consequence, 
fuel costs as a proportion of 
total income increased from 11 

‘BUSINESS AS USUAL’ FOR UK 
FLEET’S ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE

per cent in 2017 to 13 per cent 
in 2018. 

Though total fleet operating 
profits fell marginally on 2017, 
decreasing by 4 per cent from 
£280 million profit to £268 
million, operating profit as a 
percentage of total income was 
largely static across the two 
years (26% in 2018 compared 
to 27% in 2017.) 

In terms of vessels, the 
number of active fishing 
vessels in the UK fleet fell from 
4,709 in 2017 to 4,512 in 2018, 
with around 1,600 of these 
earning a fishing income of 
less than £10,000.

Commenting on the results 
of the analysis Steve Lawrence, 
Economics Project Manager 
at Seafish stated: “While the 
increase in the price of fuel has 
been substantial it has been 
mitigated to some extent by 
the increase in average price 
per tonne landed, meaning the 
UK fleet saw a slight increase 
in fishing revenues in 2018. 

“In spite of the challenges 
and the undoubted 
uncertainties on the horizon it 
does appear that the catching 
sector is largely continuing 
with business as usual.”

For a more comprehensive 
overview of the overall picture, 
including the picture with 
respect to different segments 
of the fleet, the full Seafish 
fleet economic performance 
dataset for 2008-2018 can 
be accessed at: http://www.
seafish.org/media/publications/
March_2018_Seafish_Fleet_
Economic_Performance_
Dataset_2008-18.xlsx.

In early April an event 
organised by the National 
Federation of Fishermen’s 

Organisations (NFFO) and 
the Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation (SFF) was held 
in Westminster. Along with 
representatives from all the 
major fishing regions and 
sectors around the coast, 
around 70 MPs attended in 
support of the industry.

Among those who gave 
presentations at the meeting 
were Barrie Deas (NFFO) and 
Bertie Armstrong (SFF), who 
united to call on MPs not to 
delay the UK’s exit from the 
CFP and told them that the 
UK must leave the CFP by 
2020 at the latest. 

In a joint statement, Mr 
Deas and Mr Armstrong 
reminded the Government 
of the “significant” promises 
that had been made to 
the industry with respect 
to becoming “a truly 
independent coastal state” 
and express their satisfaction 
that the future of the UK 
fishing industry had become 
“a core focus of Brexit”.

Disappointment, however, 
was expressed in relation 
to the current and ongoing 
delays in leaving the CFP. In 
this respect, the leaders were 
unequivocal in stressing that 
the industry would not accept 
being betrayed again, as they 
feel they were with the CFP. 

Once free from the 
“unbalanced and unfair” CFP, 
the NFFO and SFF argued, UK 
fishermen would be operating 
within much fairer quota 
shares and this rebalancing 
of quotas would help revive 
coastal communities. 

Amongst those in attendance 
also was the new Fisheries 
Minister, Robert Goodwill 
who in his address reiterated 
the Government’s promise 
that leaving the EU would 
give the UK the opportunity 
to reverse the decline that 
fishing communities around 
the UK coast have suffered over 
the past decades. He stated 
that leaving the CFP would 
provide “a golden opportunity 
to secure a fairer share of fish” 

SUPPORT FOR UK FISHING 
INDUSTRY EXPRESSED IN 
WESTMINSTER

for fishermen “and set out 
a sustainable future for our 
fisheries”.

Mr Goodwill went 
on to indicate that the 
Government would look at 
how additional quota that 
might be negotiated would be 
shared out, were committed 
to “responsive and flexible” 
management, developing 
new markets and building 
on relations with other 
independent coastal states 
and, referencing the live 
shellfish sector in particular, 
expressed a commitment 
to “ensuring that trade can 
continue as smoothly as 
possible” even in the event of 
a no-deal. 

He emphasised also 
a strong commitment 
regarding what future access 
arrangements to UK waters 
would look like stating, 
“automatic rights for foreign 
vessels to access our waters 
will end.” 

After the event, NFFO 
Chief Executive, Barrie Deas 
said the event had been a 
strong show of support for 
the fishing industry from 
legislators. He said, “There is 
a widespread recognition that 
we have been tied into the 
CFP for 40 years and that set 
of arrangements have worked 
systematically, from the 
outset, to our disadvantage. 

“Different routes to leave 
the EU are under discussion 
but whichever one is finally 
taken, leaving the EU means 
that the UK’s legal status 
changes and we will become 
an independent coastal state, 
with regulatory autonomy 
and the freedom to negotiate 
as an independent party.

“The EU will, of course do 
everything in its power to 
maintain the arrangements 
– on access to UK waters and 
quota shares - which have 
worked to its advantage and 
our disadvantage for 40 years. 
That is why it is so important 
for the fishing industry 
to have strong support in 
Parliament, and across the 
country as we move into the 
next stages of Brexit.”

The NFFO has called for 
a rethink of the current 
catch reporting system 

that is being devised for 
under-10 metre vessels in the 
UK. Though the organisation 
says it backs the need for 
improved catch reporting 
for the sector, it argues the 
approach that is currently being 
proposed by the Government 
has not been well-thought out. 

The call comes in response 
to the ongoing consultation 
being held by Defra, the Welsh 
Government and the Marine 
Management Organisation 
(MMO) on the introduction 
of mandatory catch recording 
for the under-10m sector in 
England and Wales. 

The system, as currently 
proposed, if enacted would 
oblige all under-10m fishing 
boats to provide catch 
information on species that are 
subject to quotas, catch limits 
or effort restrictions via mobile 
devices before the fish was 
landed. Those fishing for non-
quota species would be required 
to record their catches within 
24 hours. For all catches (quota 
and non-quota), a declaration 
providing weights of all species 
landed would have to be made 
within 48 hours.  

In response to the proposal, 
the NFFO have stated that they 
agree that the under-10m sector 
“continues to be disadvantaged 
by patchy and incomplete 
collection of catch data” which 
has had implications for the 
sector in terms of successive 
decreases in quotas—in 
line with the precautionary 
approach—for “data-poor” 
stocks (e.g. skates and rays). 

They state also that the 
Landing Obligation has 
increased the risks associated 
with these data gaps and 

recognise that accurate catch 
data will become increasingly 
important in terms of 
addressing choke issues and 
designing more appropriate 
management for the stocks and 
fleets concerned.

In these regards, the NFFO 
fully acknowledges that 
improved catch data could go 
some way to ensuring “a more 
constructive direction for the 
small scale fleets” and agree that 
modern technology can play an 
important role in collecting this 
data. 

That said, they have 
highlighted concerns relating 
to the current consultation, 
stating that it “carries the 
hallmarks of a recipe for, if not 
wholesale failure, then sub-
optimal outcomes” and reflects 

a regulatory approach that:
Is insufficiently grounded 

in an understanding of the 
practicalities involved, or the 
specificities of the fisheries 
concerned.

Has made little attempt 
to establish a meaningful 
dialogue about the practical 
implementations issues with 
those who will be affected.

Pays insufficient attention to 
the range of fishing operations, 
type of vessel, and patterns 
of landing in the under-10m 
sector.

Suggests a blanket bulldozer 
approach, when a more 
discriminating application 
would deliver better results.

Potentially threatens to 
criminalise small-vessel 
operators for non-compliance, 

when the ability to comply is 
out with their hands.

Potentially risks not catering 
for those who are not literate 
in the use of computers 
or electronic smart-phone 
technology.

Concerns have also been 
raised regarding potential safety 
issues, recording mistakes, data 
protection issues, technological 
issues, possible duplication and 
the fact that no provision is 
mentioned with respect to the 
recording of discards. 

In light of these, the NFFO 
has suggested that rather 
than “the arbitrary timetable” 
and “blanket approach” 
being proposed, a national 
consultation on the matter 
should be conducted with the 
inshore sector.
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ICELAND NEWS By Gudjón Einarsson

Cooperation between 
the Icelandic and 
Greenlandic fishing 

sectors has been very limited 
in the past, even though 
the countries are next door 
neighbours and fisheries have 
long been both countries’ main 
industry. This has changed 
in recent years, however, 
both with the participation 
of Icelanders in Greenland’s 
fisheries sector and as a result 
of increased consultation 
between the countries when 
it comes to the utilisation of 
common fish stocks.

ICELANDIC 
INTERESTS IN 
GREENLAND

The Icelandic fishing 
company Brim bought the 
Greenlandic Arctic Prime 
Productions in late 2013. The 
latter company operates three 
fishing plants in Greenland, 
in Quaqortoq and Nanortaliq 
on the south coast, and in 
Kummiut on the east coast. 
Furthermore, Brim owns a 
share in the fishing company 
Arctic Prime Fisheries, which, 
together with local boats, 
provides the factories with raw 
materials for processing. 

PELAGIC FISHERY

In recent years Icelanders 
have also been involved in 
Greenland’s pelagic fishery. 
This came about mainly 
because there was no 
tradition for pelagic fishing 
in Greenland and there is still 
no meal factory in the country 
for pelagic fish. Greenland’s 
main pelagic vessel, Polar 
Amaroq, is jointly owned and 
operated by a Greenlandic/
Icelandic company called Polar 
Pelagic and lands its catches 
in Iceland. Another company, 
Pelagic Greenland, a subsidiary 
of Royal Greenland and to a 
small extent owned by Ísfélag 
Vestmannaeyja in Iceland, 
operates two pelagic vessels. 

MACKEREL SHOWS UP

When mackerel, 
surprisingly, started to 
migrate into Greenland´s 
jurisdiction some years ago 
local companies were short 
of appropriate vessels to take 
part in this unexpected “gold 

rush”. The solution was to 
hire foreign boats to the task, 
among them many Icelandic 
ones. The mackerel still 
migrates to Greenland in the 
summertime and the catches 
within the country’s fishing 
limit amounted to 53,000 tons 
last year. 

COMMON FISH 
STOCKS

Capelin is the most 
important fish stock 
Iceland and Greenland 
share. According to a newly 
negotiated deal, Iceland’s 
share of the quota is 80%, 
Greenland’s share is 15% and 
Norway gets 5%. However, due 
to the poor condition of the 
stock, no fishing is allowed 
this year. The hope is the stock 
will soon recuperate. 

Another important common 
stock is the Greenland 
halibut in the waters of 
East-Greenland, Iceland and 
the Faroe Islands. The total 
allowable catch (TAC) has 
been around 24,000 tons 
annually, of which Iceland is 
entitled to 56%, Greenland 

38% and the rest goes to the 
Faroese. Golden redfish is 
also a stock that does not 
respect boundaries between 
countries. Iceland’s share of 
the 44,000 tons TAC is 90% 
and Greenland is entitled to 
10%. 

DIFFERENT SIZE AND 
COMBINATION

The Greenlandic fishing 
industry is very different from 
the Icelandic one both in size 
and combination. Greenland’s 
total annual catch is around 
a quarter of a million tons 
compared with 1.3 million 
in Iceland. The export value 
of Greenlandic seafood in 
2017 was around 470 million 
euros but the corresponding 
amount was four times higher 
in Iceland. Shrimp is by far 
the most important species in 
Greenland. The catches last 
year amounted to 89,000 tons 
generating 44% of the total 
export revenue of seafood. In 
Iceland cod is the pillar of the 
industry, similarly generating 
44% of Iceland’s total value. 
In addition to shrimp 

Greenland´s main catches 
consist of Greenland halibut 
(41,000 tons, mostly caught off 
the west coast), cod (50,000 
tons) and mackerel (63,000 
tons). 

GREENLAND AND 
THE EU

Unlike Iceland, Greenland 
has an agreement with the 
European Union that allows 
EU vessels to fish within 
Greenland’s jurisdiction in 
exchange for free trade in 
seafood. For these fishing 
quotas, the EU pays 47 million 
Euros annually.

DEPENDENT ON 
FISHERIES

Greenland is almost 
completely dependent 
on fisheries for its export 
earnings. About 95% of its 
export value comes from 
seafood. In Iceland, the figure 
is now 38% but used to be 
much higher before the tourist 
industry took over as the 
number one foreign currency 
earner not so many years ago.

THE GREENLAND CONNECTION

Nuuk harbour, Greenland.

NORTHERN IRELAND NEWS By Dick James

THE FISHERY 

It’s been a good winter and 
the spring season is proving to 
be a blinder! There seems to 
be a strong showing of prawns 
in the western Irish Sea and 
the Cumbrian grounds have 
also come good, especially 
when an easterly cycle of wind 
made the county Down shore 
uncomfortable. 

Quality is good with a 
dominance of large whole 
prawns and the markets are 
holding. This has resulted in 
some of the whitefish fleet 
turning to the prawns in the 
cod recovery close season but 
there is a good showing of 
fish in the prawners landings 
which adds to the good times. 
Happy days!

The more distant grounds 
have fallen out of favour 
possibly due to the home 
grounds being so fruitful, but 
there has been little presence 
at the Smalls and Jones Bank 
has not attracted the same 
interest this year as it had 
in the past. Most of the fleet 
working from North Shields 
have returned back to home 
waters and the Clyde grounds 
have attracted little attention 
although the odd Portavogie 
boat gives it a go on times 
possibly out of curiosity rather 
than expectation. 

The Maracestina remains 
focused on the Porcupine 
Bank the only UK boat 
working that area.

The Kilkeel based duo 
of Achilles and Unity have 
ventured further afield 
searching for fish but the 
local pelagic boats are tied 
up waiting for the summer 
Herring. The Irish pair team 

of Sparkling Star and Eilean 
Croine landed a shot of Blue 
Whiting into Ardglass—
probably a one-off.

The Scallop season has 
proved very disappointing 
with little interest being 
exhibited for that fishery. 
Inshore potters plug away but 
have been badly interrupted 
by the weather although creels 
are making an appearance on 
the quays, presumably to be 
set as soon as weather permits 
and the shellfish start to show.

One vessel which had a not 
so fortunate catch was the 
Portavogie based, Scottish 
registered Elegance which 
caught in the prawn gear 
a decomposed corpse and, 
subsequently, landed into 
Portavogie. There the crew 
were accommodated in the 
Fishermen’s Mission whilst 
the authorities carried out the 
necessary procedures. 

FISHERMEN’S 
MISSION HEALTH 
CHECKS 

The Northern Ireland 
Fishermen’s Mission organised 
a Seafit program in the County 
Down fishing ports during 
March and April. Done in 
conjunction with various 
health organisations the 
checks encompassed various 
aspects of health on a free of 
charge basis. Building on a 
farming initiative a mobile 
clinic run by the Farm Families 
Health Check organisation 
visited Ardglass on the 19/20th 
March, Portavogie on the 29th 
March and Kilkeel on the 5/6th 
April. 

Supporting the general 
health check there were 

specific aspects of medicine 
available including a Cancer 
focus, physiotherapy, dental 
and optometry. The initiative 
was supported by the 
Department of Agriculture, 
various health agencies and 
trusts and the Seafarers 
Hospital Society.

Subsequent to the visits 
various initiatives were 
initiated relating to drug 
abuse and a stop smoking 
initiative which is due to hold 
regular appointments at the 
ports. The events were well 
supported despite being held 
at a time when a fishery was in 
full swing.

BREXIT IMPLICATIONS 

By notice to all licence 
holders on 11th April the 
Marine and Brexit team of the 
Department of Agriculture 
advised that all previous 
notices in preparation for 
Brexit were off and that things 
are to carry on as before. 
Catch certificates, export 
health certificates and landing 
documentation are not needed 
for the present. IMO numbers 
are also off the to-do list but 
this could all change should an 
agreement be reached! 

LANDING OBLIGATION 

The Department of 
Agriculture, Environment 
and Rural Affairs (DAERA) in 
Northern Ireland have issued 
a notice through the Fisheries 
and Environment Division to 
all licence holders advising 
them on the responsibilities 
under the EU Landing 
Obligation. Guidance on 
obligations and process of 

catch handling is given in the 
notice. 

They advise that Nephrops 
are exempt from the Landing 
Obligation and can continue 
to be discarded but most other 
species now have to be landed 
once caught. Undersize fish 
that are landed cannot be 
sold for human consumption 
unless significantly processed. 
Catch composition rules no 
longer apply. Vessels which 
fish with pots or creels are 
also exempt from the landing 
obligation but if they purchase 
undersize fish for bait they 
must hold a buyers licence. 

ABP fish is to be kept 
separately from food fish and 
needs to be recorded. 

Fish caught which would 
be deemed as undersize are 
now to be stored separately 
from that destined for human 
consumption, with the boxes 
labelled “not for direct human 
consumption”. The vessel 
name, PLN and landing port 
must also be recorded. This 
product is now designated as 
“Animal By Product” (ABP) 
and is subject to rules that 
apply to general ABP material. 
Under these rules, premises 
and transport utilising this 
product must be registered 
and approved. 

Application for approval/
registration is to be made 
through DAERA fisheries and/
or veterinary service. DAERA 
Sea Fisheries Inspectorate 
will undertake inspections 
on board vessels, registered/
approved sites and fishing 
ports on a risk-based 
approach. Environmental 
Health and Trading Standards 
officers will also have an 
enforcement role. 

HIGH STRENGTH STEEL PLATES FOR BETTER ABRASION RESISTANCE

THE EXOCET IS AN INCREDIBLY VERSATILE TRAWL DOOR
THAT CAN BE USED IN A VARIETY OF DIFFERENT FISHERIES 

THE USE OF HIGH STRENGTH STEEL GIVES THIS NEW
DESIGN ROBUSTNESS, STABILITY AND DURABILITY
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A calm day in Ardglass. Image Declan McGrath
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Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen, AECC, May 17-18, 2019

Proud Sponsors

DON’T MISS THE BOAT! SKIPPER EXPO 
INT. ABERDEEN 2019 – 17 & 18 MAY

With over 210 exhibiting 
companies from 19 
different countries, 

Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 2019 
(17 and 18 May) promises to be 
another fantastic showcase for the 
commercial fishing sector.

This will be the biggest Skipper 
Expo Int. Aberdeen ever, with 
stand space selling out a month 
ago, highlighting the underlying 
optimism in Scottish fishing 
today. Sponsored by the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Federation, the event 
will feature virtually every type 
of equipment and support service 
available to the commercial 
fishing sector.

The expo will be opened by 
Scottish Fisheries Secretary 
Fergus Ewing, who will then 
tour the exhibition hall to see for 
himself the innovation that is the 
cornerstone of fishing today.

The line-up features 40 first 
time exhibitors, ensuring there 
will be plenty new companies to 
interest visitors, and highlights 
will include the ever-popular 
seafood tasting stand hosted by 
Boxpool Solutions and safety 
demos from the RNLI.

Exhibitors and invited guests 
can also look forward to the 
Seafood Buffet at the Douglas 
Hotel on the evening of Friday 
17 May, sponsored by Anderson 
Marine, Certas Energy, E2 
Partnership, Peterhead Port 
Authority, Sunderland Marine and 
Commercial Oils.

Sharon Boyle of show organiser 
Mara Media says: “We are thrilled 
that there has been so much 
interest in the show. There is a 
real international flavour this year, 
including a good representation 
of shipyards, which is sure to 
interest Scottish skippers currently 
investing in new vessels.

“It promises to be a fantastic 
show and we look forward to 
welcoming exhibitors and visitors 
to Scotland’s flagship fisheries 
event.”

Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 
2019 will be held at the Aberdeen 
Exhibition & Conference Centre 
on 17 and 18 May, opening times 
10am to 6pm on Friday 17 May 
and 10am to 4pm on Saturday 18 
May. 

Entry is free and to beat the 
queues visitors can pre-register 

beforehand by visiting http://
www.maramedia.ie/aberdeen-
home and then clicking the link 
for the visitor registration page. 

n Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 
2019 will be held at the Aberdeen 
Exhibition & Conference Centre 
(17&18 May). Entry is free  

There will be around 210 
exhibitor stands this year. 
Gayle Graham from Box Pool 
Solutions will be offering great 
seafood tasting too.

Minister Fergus Ewing with Sharon Boyle 
(Mara Media -Show Organisers) and Bertie Armstrong (SFF)

Minister Ewing visiting 
the Woodsons stand

Safety Demonstrations 
with the RNLI

Arcturus steaming through Linga sound heading for Symbister. Photo Ivan Reid

The EKKÓ Trawl Doors 
designers have created 
environmentally friendly 

doors in the shape of aircraft wings.
Smári Jósafatsson and the 

rest of the EKKÓ team wanted 
to revolutionise trawl doors and 
reduce the carbon footprint of trawl 
fishing by creating unique trawl 
doors that reduce fuel consumption 
with a unique shape.

The company say that all 
the vessels using EKKÓ are 
saving 10% or more in total oil 
consumption.

As well as this, EKKÓ doors 
easily glide just over the bottom 
both when seabed fishing and 
prawn fishing with bottom trawls.

Because of their design, EKKÓ 
doors are very good at turning 
with both doors flying just over the 
bottom without stalling or falling.

There are already seven sets of 
EKKÓ trawl doors in use:

EKKÓ Mid-water doors in 
Iceland.

EKKÓ Semi pelagic doors flying 
just over the bottom with bottom 

trawls in Iceland and very shortly 
in England.

EKKÓ Semi/Bottom doors 
flying just over the bottom with 
shrimp trawls in Sweden.

The weight of the EKKO trawl 
doors can be changed by adding or 
removing second hand chains from 
inside compartments. The novel 
design has so many innovations 
that the team applied for four 
different international patents. 
The four innovations are air 
foil - shaped trawl doors, a novel 
connection for trawl doors, weights 
for hollow trawl doors and a built-
in water/air trap. As well as one 
new patent currently on application.

EKKÓ started marketing in the 
home market in Iceland in March/
April 2019, and then entering their 
closest markets such as Greenland, 
Faroe Islands, Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Scotland, England and 
Ireland. Soon after that they will 
look towards other countries in 
Western Europe, and the east coast 
of Canada and the US, before going 
worldwide.

EKKÓ TRAWL DOORS - 
A REVOLUTION IN 
TRAWL DOORS

87
STAND

Ireland and Scotland have 
always had close links, 
and it is great to see 

this tradition continuing at 
Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 
2019, where 14 Irish 
companies will be attending.

The Irish line-up comprises 
Arklow Marine Services, EK 
Marine, Engine Solutions, 
Errigal Bay, Finer Filters, 
Global Empire Hydraulic 
Connections, Ker, KT Nets, 
MMG Welding, Mooney Boats, 
Murphy Marine Services, Sea 
Quest Systems, Swan Net 
Gundry and The Skipper/
Mara Media.

The Irish representation 
provides a good cross 

representation of marine 
equipment suppliers, with 
the proximity between 
Scotland and Ireland ensuring 
that they were well placed 
to serve the needs of the 
Scottish fishing industry.

Sharon Boyle of show 
organiser, Mara Media, 
says: “As an Irish company 
ourselves, it is great to see 
such a strong representation 
from Ireland this year, and 
this mutually beneficial flow 
of two-way business benefits 
the fishing industries in both 
Scotland and Ireland.”

A full list of exhibitors       
can be viewed online at       
www.maramedia.ie 

Strong Irish exhibitor presence

If there is one thing that is more important than 
anything else when it comes to fishing, then it has to 
be the trawl gear and ensuring the vessel is equipped 

with the right doors, wires, ropes, nets and associated 
equipment.

At Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 2019 there will be 
a great selection of trawl gear companies attending, 
ensuring that skippers can make the right choices to 
optimise their fishing performance.

At the expo, Thyborøn will be promoting their 
new Type 23 Bluestream door, while Morgère will be 
displaying their high performance Exocet trawl doors. 
Also exhibiting will be Ekko Trawl doors and Polar 
Fishing Gear from Iceland, along with Injector Doors 
from Norway. Other net, rope and trawl gear companies 
attending this year include Cotesi, Euronete UK, Faithlie 
Trawl, FISA, Jackson Trawls, KT Nets, Nordsøtrawl A/S, 
Selstad, Sicor International, Swan Net Gundry, Tyson’s and 
Vonin. For scallopers, Reid Scallop Gear will be attending.

A full list of exhibitors can be viewed online at           
www.maramedia.ie 

SKIPPER EXPO INT. ABERDEEN 2019 - THE PLACE FOR ALL YOUR TRAWL GEAR NEEDS!

21
STAND

Liam Joyce of Finer Filters at the 2018 show.

http://www.maramedia.ie
http://www.maramedia.ie
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ARS Anglian Diesels Limited 
will be attending their 
first Skipper Expo Int. 

Aberdeen and will be showcasing 
their hydraulic and electric 
propulsion packages at this year’s 
show, including their new range 
of Aquamot electric propulsion 
packages, including the 5 HP 
outboard motor. 

ARS have over 50 years of 
experience in the supply and service 
of hydraulic transmissions systems 
in marine applications. Established 
in 1969 ARS became a leading 
supplier of hydraulic transmissions 
and control systems within the 
marine industry, with its innovative 
design and capability of building 
bespoke systems which can be 
tailor made to suit each customers 
requirement.

Furthermore, ARS can integrate 
additional hydraulic requirements 
within their system to operate 
thrusters, winches and generators 
without affecting the main 
propulsion circuit.

Their equipment can be found 
on a wide variety of inland water 
craft, narrowboats, Dutch barges, 

floating hotels and restaurants, 
entertainment vessels, fishing boats, 
yachts, catamarans, ferries, sea-
going vessels and work boats, where 
their systems can be of a standard 
build or constructed to a bespoke 
specification to meet their client’s 
needs. 

ARS work with some of the 
world’s leading manufacturers 
supplying fixed and variable pumps 
and motors, closed loop pumps, 
directional valves, torque motors, 
supplying high quality products from 
Parker, Denison, Hydro Leduc and 
PWG.

In addition to offering full 
propulsion systems ARS also offer 
a full repair and service package 
based from their central location in 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire.

A.S.A.P Supplies  
A/S SCAN 
Aberdeenshire Council 
Aderco Fuel Treatment
Anderson Marine 
Arklow Marine Services 
Armon Shipyards 
ARS Anglian Diesels 
Astander Shipyard 
Aucxis 
Baatbygg As 
Balenciaga Shipyard 
Barrus Ltd   
Beta Marine 
BOPP 
Box Pool Solutions Ltd  
Bredgaard Boats 
Brunvoll AS 
Caithness Creels 
CA Clase UK Ltd  
CC Jensen Ltd 
Certas Energy/Commercial Oils 
Charity & Taylor 
Charles Cleghorn Ltd   
Costco Aberdeen 
Cotesi  
Craemer UK Ltd
Crown Marine Seats Ltd   
Damen Shipyards 
Davidsons Ltd 
Denholm Fishselling Ltd
Doosan (Watermota) 
Drawm 
Duusguard Coatong
Du pre Marine 
Duo Tool Direct Ltd   
Dychem 
E-Catch 
Echomaster Marine  
EK Marine  
EKKO Doors 
EMYG Aqua 
Engine Solutions 
Engines Plus Ltd 
Errigal Bay 
Euronete (UK) Ltd 
Eyemouth Marine 
Faithlie Trawl 
Ferguson Marine Engineering Ltd
Fettes & Rankine Engineering Ltd
FF Skagen A/S 
Fibras Industriales - FISA 
Finer Filters  
Finnie 4 x 4 
Finning (UK) Ltd 
Finnoy Gear and Propeller 
Fiskevegn 
Fishing News 
Fiskerforum 
Fraserburgh Harbour Commissioners
Furuno (UK) Ltd  
G. Smyth Boats 
Gael Force Group  
Global Empire Hydraulic 
Connections 
Gondan Shipbuilders 
Grampion Powerclean 
Equipment  
Guy Cotten UK  
GW Containers 

EXHIBITOR LIST A-Z
Top trawls for 
top boatsA

derco specialises in 
environmentally-
friendly fuel treatment 

solutions for light, middle and 
heavy distillates, residual and 
hybrid fuel oils. With over 35 
years of continuous R&D and 
field experience, they have 
unparalleled expertise when it 
comes to treating petroleum-
based fuels. Aderco currently 
treats 40 billion litres of fuel 
annually.  

Aderco will be exhibiting at 
Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 2019 
alongside their partner Andrew 
Deacy from Engine Solutions 
IE (Aderco’s representative in 
Ireland). Their aim is to support 
the fishing industry with a 

Aderco Fuel Treatments on Display at Aberdeen
solution for bad quality fuel and 
the dreaded diesel bug.  

Peter Stevenson, Managing 
Director of Aderco Ltd Fuel 
Treatment says: “Following the 
success of the Galway Skipper 
Expo in March, it is clear that the 
fishing and small boat industry is 
in need of a product that can help 
with well-known fuel issues.    

“The smaller vessel market is 
fairly new to Aderco and Skipper 
Expo Int. Aberdeen will give us 
the perfect opportunity to meet 
a large proportion of the key 
players in this industry plus have 
technical discussions on how we 
can help and share the proven 
Aderco solution. Teaming with 
Andrew allows us to offer a one 

stop shop for all your engine 
problems. 

Please come and find us 
at Stand 11B, where we look 
forward to meeting owners, 
managers and many others at 
what is sure to be an exciting 
exhibition.”

C
ommercial Oils, part of 
Certas Energy Lubricants, 
is delighted to be returning 

to Aberdeen on stand 61, to 
demonstrate its leading range 
of lubricants and greases for the 
commercial fishing industry.
Certas Energy is the largest fuels 
and lubricants distributor in the 
UK and its marine customers 
range from large commercial 
supply vessels and cruise ships 
to pelagic, whitefish and shellfish 
boat operators. The requirement 
for reliable service, high quality, 
durable products and expert 
advice when it comes to marine 
lubricants is the same across 
them all. 
Valvoline™ Marine Solutions 
The open water can be 
unforgiving on marine 
equipment. Businesses need 
confidence that what they’re 
putting into the engine will 

protect against deposits and 
corrosion, without sacrificing 
performance.  
Valvoline™ marine solutions are 
developed in close collaboration 
with Cummins and other 
manufacturers to deliver on a 
wide variety of marine conditions 
and technical requirements. 
Backed by the support of a 
dedicated technical team, you 
can trust that Valvoline marine 
products stand up to your 
vessel’s design and conditions, 
delivering value and allowing 
you to maximize every engine 
hour. Because, as specialists in 
heavy duty lubricants since 1866, 
Valvoline know it’s really only 
about three things. Blood. Sweat. 
And oil.
“We’re looking forward to 
returning to Aberdeen and 
will once again be sponsoring 
the seafood buffet. Our team 

will be on hand to 
provide expert advice 
and support for marine 
engineers, vessel owners and 
skippers, in choosing the right 
lubricant to solve their most 
complex challenges. We’ll 
be showcasing our range of 
Valvoline lubricants and Tectyl™ 
Rust Preventatives as well 
as Valvoline Marine Calcium 
2 grease which has shown 
excellent results for durability, 
tackiness and sea water 
resistance when compared 
to competitor brands,”  said 
Andrew Salton, General Manager 
at Certas Energy Lubricants.
Visit the Commercial Oils team 
on stand 61 to discuss how high-
quality lubricants and fuels can 
keep your marine operations 
moving smoothly. For more 
information get in touch at: 
sales@commercial-oils.co.uk.

Make Commercial Oils your first port of call

11B
STAND

ARS Anglian Diesels showcasing propulsion packages

88
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A
berdeen exhibitor KT 

Nets, based in Killybegs, 

Ireland, continues to lead 

the way in the production of highly 

successful pelagic trawls – so 

much so that many of the leading 

pelagic trawlers nationally and 

worldwide are opting for KT Nets’ 

unique designs.

Established in 2003 with the aim 

of providing customers with high 

standard trawls, capable of not 

only withstanding the rugged 

demand of the Atlantic’s tough 

weather conditions but to also 

maximise catch rates using state-

of-the art trawl design technology.

The trawls produced by KT Nets 

have built up a strong reputation 

for containing the best materials, 

and come with the added bonus in 

the knowledge that this gear has 

been designed and built by three 

of Ireland’s most experienced 

trawl manufactures who have 

many decades of history in the net 

industry behind them. 

With impressive net loft facilities 

located near Killybegs, Ireland’s 

premier fishing port, is an added 

attraction for customers as the 

port provides access to a natural 

deep-water harbour on the edge 

of the North Atlantic and allows 

KT Nets repair team easy access to 

the North Atlantic fleet.

As always, the company will again 

attend this year’s Skipper Expo 

Int. Aberdeen and look forward to 

meeting existing customers as well 

as those wishing to discuss KT’s 

particular brand of trawl design. 

Whether you’re a customer or 

would just like to hear about 

their trawls, Danny, Donald and 

Anthony will be happy to have a 

chat so please call by their stand, 

No. 48  

For further information:  

Email: info@ktnets.ie or visit: 

www.ktnets.ie/about-us/

48
STAND

Aberdeen exhibitor RSM 
is a network of audit, tax 
and consulting experts 

with offices all over the world. As 
an integrated team, they share skills, 
insight and resources, as well as a 
client centric local approach that’s 
based on a deep understanding of your 
business.  

RSM specialise in providing an 
integrated range of services including 
audit, accountancy, personal and 
corporate taxation, VAT, management 
consultancy, corporate finance, IT 
advisory, restructuring and recovery 
and forensic services. 

They work with young 
entrepreneurial businesses to well-

RSM Offers Network of Audit, Tax and Consulting Experts
established listed and international 
organisations, operating across 
various sectors, including fishing 
and aquaculture, renewables and 
manufacturing.  

The firm has national coverage 
through its network of offices, 
including Lerwick, Aberdeen, 
Glasgow, Edinburgh and 
Grangemouth. They have access to the 
expertise of over 41,000 professionals 
in over 120 countries through their 
integration with RSM International. 

Contact:
Irene Hambleton, Partner
E: irene.hambleton@rsmuk.com
T: +44 (0)1595 743520

On stand 54, MacGregor 
(GBR) Ltd (formerly Rapp 
Marine) will be exhibiting 

and demonstrating the world’s first 
submersible electric fish pump for 
pelagic fishing vessels. Based on 
over ten years’ experience developing 
electric deck machinery for the 
fisheries and fisheries research fleet 
worldwide, pump development was 
also driven by forward thinking 
owners looking to adopt new 
technologies and techniques.

The benefits of this new technology 
are many fold and include:

• Very friendly toward the 
environment and the species 
being pumped – zero risk of 
hydraulic oil contaminating 
seawater or the fish.

• Pumping performance 
compared to equivalent 
18” hydraulic design is 

significantly improved.
• Power cable handling 

characteristics much better 
than hydraulic hose handling.

• Redesigned mechanical 
components and increased 
protection means the pump 
is more robust than earlier 
hydraulic designs and is 
kinder to the species being 
pumped.

• Typical energy efficiency is 
around 85% compared to 50% 
for the equivalent hydraulic 
design, resulting in reduced 
energy consumption.

• With truly step-less, and 
infinitely variable speed 
control of the pump compared 
to earlier hydraulic designs, 
benefits that are only available 
when using electric designs, 
pumping rates are easily 

adjusted.
• Turbine smooth, the unit 

has none of the losses or 
mechanical hysteresis 
associated with hydraulic 
systems, torque ripple at 
the impeller is reduced 
significantly, resulting in a 
smoother, less impulsive flow 
in the complete pumping 
system.

• Very easy and much quicker to 
retrofit than a hydraulic pump 
to any existing vessel with 
adequate generating power -  
no hydraulic pipework, pumps 
or tanks required, only cables 
and control cabinets.

The first vessel to be fitted with this 
arrangement was MV Research LK62 
and the biggest proof of success is seen 
at the marketplace. The owners of MV 

Research are delighted to report that 
since commercial fishing began with 
their new command, there have been 
zero complaints from buyers regarding 
catch quality.

Perhaps the best technological 
advance to date in pelagic fisheries, 
our electrical fish pump has pushed 
the boundaries to deliver the best 
technological solution in the market 
place which in turn is delivering top 
financial returns from the buyers in the 
market place.

MacGregor shapes the offshore 
and marine industries by offering 
world-leading engineering solutions 
and services with a strong portfolio 
of MacGregor, Hatlapa, Porsgrunn, 
Pusnes, Rapp Marine and Triplex 
brands. Contact them on 01779 
490044 or on email at sales.
peterhead@macgregor.com.  
www.macgregor.com

Electric pelagic fish pump from MacGregor (GBR) Ltd 54
STAND

57
STAND

61
STAND

Danny Gallagher & Anthony Breslin of KT Nets with visitor Clinton Desveaux.

RSM stand received strong interest from visitors at the 2018 show.

mailto:sales@commercial-oils.co.uk
mailto:info@ktnets.ie
http://www.ktnets.ie/about-us/
mailto:irene.hambleton@rsmuk.com
mailto:sales.peterhead@macgregor.com
mailto:sales.peterhead@macgregor.com
http://www.macgregor.com
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Havfront as  
Hercules Hydraulics   
Hirtshals Havn 
Hirtshals Service Group
Hook & Net 
Hook Marine  
Icom UK 
Isovent a/s 
Injector Doors 
Inka Paletten  
Jackson Trawls  
JC Hydraulics 
Jens Berg Shipping Ltd 
Karmoy Winch 
Karstensens Skibsværftærft  
KER  
Kingfisher Information Services 
Kort Propulsion     
KT Nets  
Kynde & Toft   
Lerwick Port Authority  
Lorrimar 
Macduff Diesels 
Macduff Shellfish  
Macduff Shipyards Ltd  
MacGregor (GBR)  
Mackinnons 
MAIB  
Maloy Havneservice a/s 
Måløy Maritime Group 
Måløy Radioforretning AS
Måløy Seafood 
Mantsbrite Marine Electronics 
Marine & Industrial Trans. Ltd 
Marine Control Services A/S  
Marine Design International  
Marine Stewardship Council  
Marine Supplies (Int) Ltd 
Maritime & Coastguard Agency 
Marport  
Marship UK 
Maver Boats 
McMinn Marine 
Medley Pots  
Mermaid Marine 
Mest Shipyard  
Michigan Marine Propulsion (MMP) 
Mitchells Powersystems 
MMG Welding  
Mooney Boats   
Morgere 
Mullion Survival Technology 
Murphy Marine Services 
Naval Consult a/s 
Nordfjord Havn IKS 
Nordsotrawl 
Norsap UK 
N. Atlantic Fisheries College 
Notus 
Parkol Marine 
PBP Services
Pelagia   
Peterhead Port Authority  
Polar Doors 
Port of Skagen  
Ports of Scotland Yearbook  
Pronomar B.V  
Proteum 
Pumptastic Ltd 
QUIKSLING LIMITED 

EXHIBITOR LIST A-Z

M
orgère will be promoting 
its renowned Exocet 
trawl doors at Skipper 

Expo Int. Aberdeen, which since 
its launch in 2015, has won 
praise from skippers throughout 
the north Atlantic for their 
excellent fishing performance.

Exocet is a tremendously 
versatile door available in a wide 
range of sizes from less than 
1sqm up to much larger sizes for 

Renowned Exocet trawl doors from Morgère

Teamac Marine Paints at Aberdeen

offshore trawlers. The doors are 
successfully used by skippers 
targeting a variety of demersal 
whitefish species, as well as for 
shrimp trawling.

“One of the keys to the 
success of Exocet is its 
versatility in a wide range of 
challenging fishing conditions 
that ensures optimum catches for 
skippers,” says Michel Dagorn 
of Morgère, who himself is a 

former fisherman.
Special design features 

on Exocet means the angle 
of attack of the doors can be 
reduced without comprising 
upon spread in the trawl 
opening, resulting in savings in 
fuel consumption. The doors are 
also renowned for their stability 
and ease in shooting.

“Fishermen are attracted 
by the robustness and stability 
offered by the Exocet door, 
combined with reduced drag that 
benefits fuel consumption,” adds 
Michel Dagorn.

“We are really looking 
forward to Skipper Expo Int. 
Aberdeen 2019 where we will be 
delighted to explain to skippers 
the benefits offered by Exocet 
in ensuring the best possible 
fishing performance.”

Morgère will be exhibiting on 
stand number 50.

High quality netting from FISA

FISA, South America’s 
leading manufacturer 
of twisted and braided 

netting will be attending 
Aberdeen for the first time 
this year.  
Already established in 
Canada, USA, Iceland, Spain, 
England and the Netherlands 
with a reputation for 
high quality and reliable 
deliveries, their netting is 
currently used in Trawl, Seine 
and Beam Trawl nets in both 
PE compact Twine and Nylon 
qualities.
FISA’s drive over the last 
months in the UK market has 
led to repeat orders from the 
South West and the company 

is looking to build on this 
success throughout the UK 
andIreland.
Some major European 
companies already using 
FISA netting include 
Skinney-Thinganes of 
Iceland, Ocean Fish of UK 
and Ekofish Group of the 
Netherlands. 
On display will be FISA’s 
third generation Supra 
Advanced Fibers HDPE 
netting along with the 
knotted and twisted 
knotless (SHOGUN) Nylon 
nets.These solutions have 
made FISA a household 
name in the world of high-
quality netting.  

FISA intends to use 
Aberdeen as a stage to 
make introductory offers 
and establish long term 
relationships with all 
companies interested in 
purchasing directly from a 
prime supplier.

Teamac Marine Paints say they 
are proud to be exhibiting 
at this year’s Skipper Expo 

Int. Aberdeen. Teamac is one of the 
leading brands of marine paints, 
established in Hull in 1908 they 
remain a family owned business 
committed to providing their 
customers with the very best in 
quality and service. Their range 
of paint products has everything 
you need for your working and 
commercial boat needs.  From 
marine grade varnishes, tough 
marine glosses, undercoats and 
strong ablative antifouling, to 
bilge paint and robust Anti-
Slip Deck paints to combat wet 
conditions.  

To celebrate the event Teamac 
will be giving away samples of their 
Anti Slip Deck Paint. Trusted on 

working boats since 1908. This Deck 
Paint provides an anti-slip finish for 
wood, metal and glass fibre surfaces 
(GRP). It’s a ready mixed paint with 
special coarse aggregates, which 
once applied dries to a very grippy 
surface. Providing a durable and 
decorative finish preventing slips 
trips and falls on your boat. 

Visit Teamac at the show for 
a sample of their Deck Paint 
and to enter their Marine Gloss 
competition. You could be in with a 
chance of winning a Whisky Hamper 
and £100 of Teamac Product of your 
choice. (T&Cs apply, must enter at 
the show and provide contact details) 

For more information on all 
their Teamac Marine product range 
email info@teamac.co.uk or call 
01482 5845233.

DRAWM Fishtubs have been 
trading in the UK and Ireland 
fishing industry for over 12 years. 

Through commitment to quality they 
are driving repeat sales and discerning 
customers are reaping huge savings 
when compared to the competition. 
The double walled insulated containers 
are especially recommended for use by 
companies in the processing, storage 
and transportation of fish. The high 
insulation container keeps the contents 
fresh on ice or liquid ice to maintain 
its initial quality and thus maximize its 
value.

Kieran Ward, General Manager 
of DRAWM Fishtubs is delighted to 
show off the new Heavy Duty 660Ltr 
insulated fishtub at the Aberdeen 
skipper show. He explained: “This sturdy 
tub with middle feet ensures there is 

no bowing at the bottom when used by 
processors in the harshest of conditions.

We now supply this as standard. 
Superb for hoisting, forklifting and 
stacking when filled with product. They 
come in a range of colours. The tubs are 
excellent for holding the temperature of 
the ice and ensure the premium quality 
of fish.”

The tubs from the new state-of-
the-art mould can be printed with the 
company name.

Kieran commented:“The quality 
of our fishtubs and especially the 
affordable prices has driven our sales 
to record levels. It will be a pleasure 
to exhibit at this year’s Aberdeen 
Skipper show. We will have the full 
range of insulated containers on display 
including the 70, 100, 220, 310, 660 & 
1000Ltrs.”

DRAWM FISHTUBS – Heavy Duty 660Ltr tub with middle feet on show

At Skipper Expo Int. 
Aberdeen 2019, Eyemouth 
Marine Ltd will be 

showcasing a wide variety of 
skills and services which can 
be provided at their boatyard in 
the Scottish Borders. Services 
include; welding, fabricating, 
engineering, joinery, composites, 
hydraulics, plumbing, spraying & 
traditional painting. A selection 
of the skilled workforce will be 
on hand to discuss and explain 
further. 

Established in August 2017, 
Eyemouth Marine Limited are 
based in Eyemouth on the south 
east coast of Scotland. They have 
over 190 years’ worth of history 
on site, and more than 350 boats 
have been built there since the 
very first “The Good Design”, 
in 1827. Their vision is to build 
on this heritage and bring the 
boatyard up to the 21st century. 
They aim to be “the go to” yard 
on the east coast for commercial 
vessel repairs, maintenance, 
RNLI work and in due course, the 
leisure vessel sector. All whilst 
contributing positively to the 
communities they work in and 
serve.  

Moving forward, they are 
in the process of a £2 million 
complete overhaul of facilities 
which will allow numerous 

boats of up to 250 tonnes to 
be worked on in a climate-
controlled environment. The 
new facility will incorporate the 
three current workshop sheds 
and expand the available space 
to also house office, meeting and 
accommodation areas for staff 
and customers. All aspects of boat 
handling, repair and maintenance 
will be upgraded. Investment in 
systems and equipment will help 
the yard to become a leader in its 
field. 

Currently, they specialise in 
the commercial repair and refit 
of vessels up to 200 tonnes. They 
are RNLI approved for repairs 
& refits and aim to be the first 
port of call for fishing vessels 
and leisure craft. They have the 
experience, capability, necessary 
trades and facilities to deal with 
all customer requirements. 

The team will be stationed on 
stand 49 and more than happy to 
assist with any queries. 

Eyemouth Marine Limited, 
Browns Bank, Eyemouth, 
Berwickshire TD14 5DQ
T: 01890 545545, 
W: www.eyemouthmarine.co.uk, 
E: enquiries@eyemouthmarine.
co.uk 

25A
STAND

The 80m Research, designed by Aberdeen exhibitor and Norwegian 
ship design company Skipsteknisk, is the first Scottish pelagic 
vessel to be equipped with electric-drive deck machinery. 

Powered by a Wärtsilä main engine that is included in Guinness World 
Records for being the most fuel-efficient engine of its type. The Shetland 
midwater trawler is also the first boat in the world to use electric fish 
pumps. The mackerel they delivered at the Sperre factory in Norway last 
year had the same quality as the purse seined fish. 

Eyemouth Marine Ltd – 
Serving Sea, Wind and Shore

49
STAND

The sturdy new
660Ltr insulated 
tub with middle feet

Expert ship design from 
Skipsteknisk 125

STAND

94
STAND

Nordsøtrawl A/S 65
STAND

A
berdeen 
exhibitor 
Northseatrawl 

A/S, a member of 
the international 
Hampidjan group, is 
specialist in pelagic 
trawls, semi-pelagic 
trawls, bottom trawls, 
shrimp trawls and fly 
shooting. 

The company 
is a supplier of 
netting, twine, 
ropes, lines, and 
ironware. In short, it 
is a comprehensive 
fishing gear supplier 
for all kinds of 
vessels, right up to 
the biggest super 
trawlers. According to 

the company, using modern technology, 
experience, around the clock service 
combined with first-class craftsmanship 
makes Northseatrawl one of the leaders 
in the field.  
www.nordsotrawl.d

132A
STAND

50
STAND

mailto:info@teamac.co.uk
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R & D Marine 
Reid Scallop Gear  
Riverdale Mills  
RNLI - Fishing Safety  
RNLI - Fundraising 
RSM UK Tax and Accounting Ltd
Savant Financial 
Scandic Pelagic 
(Former Skagerak Pelagic) 
Scania Engines  
Scanmar   
Schoeller Allibert Ltd 
Scottish Fisheries Museum  
Scottish Fishermens Federation - 
Show Sponsors  
Scrabster Harbour Trust
Seafield Navigation 
SeaFish Industry Authority
Seaglaze 
Seakeeper 
Seaquest Systems 
Selstad as 
Selva Marine 
Sentronik A/S 
Service Team Skagen 
SES Marine  
Shetland Islands Council 
Shetland Seafood Auctions (SSA)
Shetland Seafood Quality 
Control (SSQC) 
Shetland Shellfish Management 
Order (SSMO)  
Sicor International  
SIRM UK 
Skipskompetanse AS
Skipsteknisk AS  
SL Power
Sola-Cure 
Solent Engineering Services
Specialist Small Craft 
Stadpipe 
Stadyard as 
Sunderland Marine 
Swan Net Gundry  
Teamac Marine Paints 
TecMarine 
TeleServe 
The Fishermen’s Mission 
The Skipper / Show Organisers
Thistle Marine (Peterhead) Ltd 
Thyboron Doors 
Thyboron Port 
Trefjar Ltd 
TT Oils 
Tysons Ship Riggers 
Ulvesund Elektro as  
Verlo as
Vestvaerftet 
Visserij Co-operative Urk 
VMS Group 
Volvo Penta 
Vonin 
Wärtsilä 
Westmek 
Woodsons 
World Fishing Aquaculture
Yamaha Motor Europe N.V
Yanmar Europe BV 
YC Europe 
Zamakona Yards 
Ziegra Ice Machines

Aberdeen exhibitor AS SCAN is a modern and 
high-tech engineering company with 45 highly 
qualified employees working inside a fishing 

business that has been established since 1967. 
AS SCAN designs, produces, installs and services all 

type of hydraulic and electrical winches for the fishing 
industry, with the company having extensive experience 
in steel structures, engine and hydraulic installations. 

AS SCAN has its own CNC machines with CAD / 
CAM systems and all products are produced directly 
from 3D drawings. AS SCAN evolved from being a local 
fishing gear provider to also becoming an export-oriented 
company with several products for various industries and 
markets worldwide.

Their newest development is their unique Trawl 
Computer which makes life easier on board the fishing 
vessel, such as trawlers and flyshooters. The new 

developed Danish Seine Winch operates with only one 
motor cable of adjusting the displacement from 0-100%, 
so freewheeling is possible and controlled. They have 
installed more than 25 systems since beginning 2016.

Comprehensive winch range from AS SCAN

T
he introduction of new trainees 
is vital to the sustainability 
of the industry and is an 

important focus area for Aberdeen 
exhibitor, Sunderland Marine. The 
Newcastle-based international 
insurer of fishing vessels continues 
to build upon its relationships 
with fishing colleges, lending its 
support towards courses for trainee 
fishermen. 

Ciaran Gilmore had “never even 
met a fisherman” when he first 
embarked on training at Whitby & 
District Fishing Industry Training 
School. Originally from Manchester, 
Ciaran comes from a line of joiners 
and after leaving school, he too 
initially took up the family trade. 
However, he soon discovered it 
wasn’t for him and set his sights on 
something completely new.

12 months later, Ciaran had 
successfully completed his 
apprenticeship and was nominated 
for the Apprentice of the Year 
(Seafishing) Award, which is 
sponsored each year by Sunderland 
Marine.    

Craig McBurnie, Marine 
Underwriting Manager, who 
presented Ciaran with the award 
last November said: “Sunderland 
Marine is committed to supporting 
the training of new fishermen and 
has a long-standing relationship with 
Whitby Fishing School. It is always 
a pleasure to be able to recognise the 
success of young fishermen at the 
beginning of their career.” 

As well as supporting new 
trainees’ entry to fishing, Sunderland 
Marine uses its strong connections 

Sunderland Marine recognises importance of new 
trainees for the future of fishing

with fishing colleges to promote 
high safety standards for crew on 
board. Its illustrated guide Safe 
Out, Safe Home is a popular safety 
resource for new crew and the 
company also continues to sponsor 
new safety training equipment for 
colleges.

Ciaran’s career continues to 
go from strength to strength: he 
has recently completed his Bridge 
Watch-keeping course and Under 
16.5m Skippers Ticket and is 
enjoying his new working life 
on board the Summer Rose. He 
doesn’t miss the daily Manchester 
commute and is settling into life in 
Scarborough, travelling to the west 
coast of Scotland, the Irish Sea and 
the coast of France with the Summer 
Rose.

What advice does Ciaran have 
for other young people considering 
a career in fishing? “Just go and 
give it a try,” he urges. “There is 
good money to be made, especially 
in comparison to apprenticeships 
and I am learning all the time.” 

He describes his time at Whitby 
Fishing School very positively as a 
“completely different experience” 
to school and the usual post-16 
educational routes. He enjoyed 
the practical experience gained 
from working with a skipper and 
going out on the boat every day but 
warns that you have to be keen to 
work – or you won’t last the early 
mornings!

When asked about his future, 
Ciaran’s plans are to continue 
his fishing career. He wants to 
try trawling for fish and have 
the experience of taking his own 
boat out. One day, he would like 
to work somewhere warmer and 
he is already dreaming of life as 
a fisherman off the coast of New 
Zealand. 

Fishing colleges or training 
programmes which would like 
copies of Sunderland Marine’s 
‘Safe Out Safe Home’ guide for 
new crew should get in touch with 
Katherine Clifford: 0191 232 5221, 
Katherine.clifford@nepia.com

50 years of experience from Wärtsilä

With close to 50 years of experience 
in the fishing industry, a substantial 
reference list of equipment deliveries 

and in excess of 250 fishing vessels built to its 
design, Wärtsilä has a unique know-how and 
expertise, backed by a truly global footprint.

Their extensive offering for fishing vessels 

allows them to enhance the business of their 
customers by providing solutions that are 
environmentally sustainable, efficient, flexible 
and economically sound.

Wärtsilä invites you to review your business 
needs with their experts at Skipper Expo Int. 
Aberdeen on stand 142.

It has been a busy year for Aberdeen 
exhibitor Astander shipyard, with 
several fishing industry projects 

successfully completed.
These included the renewal of 

bulbous bows on sister Irish pelagic 
vessels Father McKee and Brendelen.

It was the second visit of Father 
McKee after her first docking in 
Astander in 2016, this time bringing 
the sister vessel Brendelen with her.

The new bulbous bows were built 
in their workshop with the technical 
information and drawings provided 
by Atlantek Maritime, the Irish Naval 
Architect Design Office appointed 
by the owners. The new design will 
enhance vessels behaviour in rough 
seas.

Akraberg has been the first vessel 
from Faroe Islands in the history of 
Astander, showing that the distance is 
not always such a bad thing!!

Main jobs performed included:
• Full blasting and painting of 

hull, decks, superstructure, 
and deck machinery; 
including zinc spray oftrawl 
gallows frame, ramp and 
trawl deck.

• Overhauling of main engine, 
bow and stern thrusters.

• Upgrading of electronic 
systems on bridge and 
accommodation area.

• Pipe work.
• Works in fish factory.
Meanwhile, for the Irish vessel 

Lovon, a new foundation, and 
additional modifications in engine 
room were carried out.

A very strong commitment to 
the customers based on fairplay, 
flexibility and transparency, is 
established with each and every new 
customer from the very first contact, 
making things very easy-going to the 
end and resulting in what the yardsays 
is their main strength: customer 
satisfaction.

The special needs requested by 
fishing vessels and fishing vessel 
owners’ match perfectly with yard’s 
capabilities and the way business is 
understood at Astander.

Astander, with more than 140 
years of experience in the ship repair 
industry is located in the Port of 
Santander (Bay of Biscay), on the 
Northern coast of Spain.

Competitive prices and unbeatable 
delivery times, together with a 
convenient location and better 
weather conditions than those in 
further northern countries present 
Astander as the perfect alternative to 
the traditional pilgrimage destinations 
of the international fishing fleet when 
the time comes for maintenance or 
special projects in Europe.

Busy year for Astander
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Akraberg visits Astander shipyard from Faroe Islands.
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Finance package launched for 
commercial operators 

Aberdeen exhibitor, and UK & 
Ireland distributor, Proteum, has 
been demonstrating to commercial 
operators the low Total Cost of 
Ownership (TCO) of the OXE Diesel 
outboard in comparison to petrol 
equivalents. Based on in service data, 
an operating scenario over 5 years 
shows OXE’s TCO to be, on average, 
£100,000 less than a petrol equivalent.  

Proteum calculates that, for most 
users, OXE’s higher purchase price is 
recoverable after 700-1000 hours and 
sooner for operators unable to reclaim 
VAT on petrol. To ease the upfront 
costs Proteum has launched a Finance 
package* for commercial operators 
only. It has also added a TCO 
information tool on its website where 
users can calculate the cost profile for 
their operating scenarios. 

Proteum recently held Demo Days 
at their facilities in Southampton 
running an OXE 200HP powered 
Rib. Iain Elliott of Portside Rib 
Charters, who attended a demo, 
commented: “The diesel runs very 
well, it’s quieter than I thought 
it would be. The pickup is very 

good. The economy is a big thing for 
me … that was at least half the fuel I 
would burn on my 250HP Yamaha, so 
very interesting!”

An OXE 150HP uses up to 45% less 
fuel than a modern 150HP 4-Stroke 
outboard, while its extended range 
significantly increases operational 
time between refuelling. Diesel’s 
higher working efficiency, ease of 
sourcing and lower volatility also 
makes it safer and more cost effective 
for commercial operators than a 
petrol equivalent.  

“The Finance package* allows the 
operator to benefit immediately 
from OXE’s fuel efficiency and lower 
ownership costs and alleviates the 
pain from the upfront costs,” said Neil 
Taylor, Head of Sales at Proteum. 

Earlier this year manufacturer 
Cimco Marine extended the OXE 
range with 125, 150, 175 and 200HP 
options to meet different customer 
specifications. A 300HP option is 
currently in development and due to 
be in production by early 2020.

Proteum is exhibiting OXE on Stand 
135 at Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen, 17-
18 May 2019.

* Subject to terms and conditions

Proteum demos OXE Diesel’s low total cost of ownership

42 commercial fishermen who 
drowned at sea, since 2007, might 
still be alive today if they had been 
wearing a lifejacket. *

Lifejackets help save lives because 
they keep a person afloat; keeping 
their airway clear of the water, so 
they can breathe. And there’s no 
better example of this than the 
powerful story of Brixham fisherman 
Reegan Green.  Reegan survived for 
over an hour in icy 20ft seas when 
he fell overboard just over two 
months ago before he was rescued 
by a HM Coastguard helicopter. 
His crewmates on the ‘Emilia Jayne’ 
did all the right things by throwing 
a smoke marker, sending a distress 
alert and issuing Mayday broadcast. 
Newquay Coastguard helicopter 
and Salcombe and Torbay RNLI All 
Weather Lifeboats quickly took to the 
rough seas. But it was the helicopter 
that spotted the reflective tape 
on Reegan’s lifejacket and quickly 
plucked him from the water.  Despite 
being in 9 degree, very rough seas for 
over an hour Reegan was ALIVE. 

‘I’ve been doing search and rescue 
for nearly twenty years and Reegan 
was the first fisherman I’ve taken 
out of the water who was conscious 
and alive, but he was also the first 
fisherman I took out of the water 
wearing a lifejacket.’These are 
hard hitting words of Coastguard 

MCA promotes lifejacket safety 
at Aberdeen Expo

Winchman Spike Hughes speaking 
after Reegan’s rescue.

But if you ask anyone who was 
involved in Reegan’s rescue, they’ll all 
say the same thing – Reegan rescued 
himself that day because he chose to 
put on his lifejacket when he went 
to sea.  

The MCA are passionate about 
safety and how they can help 
fishermenprevent man overboard 
situations from occurring. By far the 
most important thing is wearing a 
lifejacket but there’s are a lot of other 
things they can help with too. Come 
and chat to them at the Skipper Expo 
on Stand 75 about how they can help 
with…

• Registration of fishing vessels. 
• Inspect and survey of fishing 

vessels. 
• Advice on modification of 

fishing vessels. 
• Advice on crew safety. 
• Advice on compliance with 

regulations. 
• Crew emergency drills.
• Fishing Codes of Practice.
• ILO 188 Work in Fishing 

Convention. 
Please stay safe at sea!
www.gov.uk/mca  

*These are the tragic, raw 
statistics outlined by the Casualty 
Review Panel who meet annually to 
discuss maritime fatalities.

D
esigned and 
manufactured 
exclusively for the 
commercial sea fishing 

industry, the products of IFP 
in Italy have been promoted 
throughout the UK and Ireland, 
initially by Cleghorn Waring, now 
part of the Xylem Group, since 
1986.  Xylem are actively promoting 
this highly regarded range which 
can be seen on the Charles 
Cleghorn Ltd stand, number 81b at 
Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 2019.

The widely used “Cleghorn” 
bronze centrifugal pumps have had 
an internal re-design.The target 
feature was to radically reduce 
self -priming time. This has been 
achieved and first became available 
when incorporated into the 2” 
AM50 3-phase motor pumps, in 
mid 2018.

With a remarkable reduction in 
priming time of (approx) 50%, the 
benefit will be particularly effective 
in larger vessels where significant 
pipe runs occur and where there 
are isolating valves and manifolds

Upgrade to popular bronze 
pump range

The new feature is also appearing 
in the pedestal versions of the AM50, 
for main engine driven applications. 
Design is now completed and 
testing in progress for the smaller 
(1 ½” AM40D) models which will 
be following the improved AM50D 
series into production. 

The new models have identical 
external dimensions and are 
therefore fully interchangeable with 
all AM40/50 series which have been 
sold into the UK and Irish fishing 
industry since 1986.

Complementing the new units 
will be the well-established “PC” 
models, mostly applied to gearbox 
and hydraulic system cooling duties, 
plus “TS” models designed for engine 
cooling on propulsion motors of up 
to 850HP.

Charles Cleghorn says it looks 
forward to meeting with long 
standing customers from the marine 
engineering trade and is also keen 
to meet with skippers, owners 
and marine engineers from all of 
mainland Scotland and the offshore 
islands.
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Within DMC we stand for maximal efficiency and 
optimum manoeuvring. The fishery package is to 
become the new standard for the fishery market, 
providing significant fuel savings and improved 
sailing and trawling conditions. Standard Plug & Play 
design including a propeller nozzle, full spade rudder 
with heel support and an integrated headbox for 
both components. 

Ongoing CFD-analyses show significant fuel savings 
and improved thrust in trawling condition. 

Key features:
< Plug & Play solution
< Holistic design of all propulsion and 
     manoeuvring components 
< The design is optimised towards the operation  
     profile of fishery vessels
< Considerable fuel efficiency
< Excellent manoeuvrability 
< Reduced noise and vibrations
< Improved mechanical robustness and   
     maintainability

 

Damen Marine Components 
introduces Fishery Package

DAMENMC.COM 

R E G I S T E R E D  T R A D E M A R K  O F  D A M E N  M A R I N E  C O M P O N E N T S

SERVICE POINT FOR THE NORTH SEA

Complete range of mariti me services
Centrally located in the North Sea bassin
Vast experti se, know-how and experience
Quality and precision across the enti re cluster
Available 24/7

SHIPYARD SERVICES

DESIGN & ENGINEERING

EQUIPMENT &

GENERAL SUPPLIES

HVAC & ELETRICAL SERVICES

PORT & FISH LANDING FACILITIES

www.maloymari� me.no
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D
amen Marine 
Components 
(DMC) specialises 
in the design and 

production of rudder and 
steering systems, control 
panels, winches and nozzles. 
DMC developed an integrated 
propulsion and manoeuvring 
package for the fishery 
market. Sales manager Kees 
Oevermans is one of the 
drivers of the new Fishery 
Package: “Within DMC we 
stand for maximal efficiency 
and optimum manoeuvring. 
The fishery package is to 
become the new standard for 
the fishery market, providing 
significant fuel savings and 
improved sailing and trawling 
conditions”. Oevermans 
describes the Fishery Package 
as an optimized combination 
of the DMC manoeuvring and 
propulsion product portfolio. 

The combined products are 
fitted in a standardized version 
for fishing vessels up to 40 
meters in length. For ships 
longer than 40 meters, there 

Damen Marine Components introduces Fishery Package
Integrated Propulsion & Manoeuvring Package

are several rudder options 
available. The standard Plug & 
Playdesign includes a propeller 
nozzle, a full spaderudder with 
heel support and an integrated 
headbox for both components. 
Steering gear and controls are 
optional.

The rudder has a classical 
flange connection to the stock, 
which ensures a mechanical 
robust design and good 
maintainability. As opposed 
to a standard design, the 
flange is completely covered 
inside the rudder blade, which 
leads to improved mechanical 
protection. The results are a 
less disturbed flow, reduction 
of noise and resistance.

The rudder blade is designed 
as a full spade rudder with heel 
pintle support, which leads to 
a slim rudder profile. Together 
with the tailor made profile 
shape for fishery, resistance is 
lowered and manoeuvrability 
is increased. The package is 
suitable for new build vessels 
and retrofits. The package 
comes with two options:

1. The rudder is equipped 
with thrust fins (post-
swirl) and a rudder 
bulb, which reduces the 
rotational losses of the 
propeller.

2. The propeller nozzle 
is equipped with pre-
swirl stator fins, which 
equalises the wake of 
the hull and improves 
the inflow towards the 
propeller.

Oevermans continues: 
“Ongoing CFD-analyses 
show possible fuel savings 
of 5% for the pre-swirl stator 
configuration and 2.5% for the 
rudder fin - bulb configuration. 
Apart from fuel savings, the 
thrust in trawling condition is 
significantly improved by these 
measurements. In short, an 
unparalleled efficiency.”

Key features:
• Plug & Play solution
• Holistic design 

of all propulsion 
and manoeuvring 
components

• The design is optimised 
towards the operation 
profile of fishery vessels

• Considerable fuel 
efficiency

• Excellent 
manoeuvrability 

• Reduced noise and 
vibrations

• Improvedmechanical 
robustness and 
maintainability 

Since the 1st of January 
2018, Van der Velden Marine 
Systems (specialist in rudder 
and steering systems) merged 
together with Damen Marine 
Components (specialist in 
nozzles), continuing under 
the name Damen Marine 
Components Netherlands.Van 
der Velden Marine Systems 
is now the official trade mark 
of DMC for the rudder and 
steering systems. 

Damen Marine Components: 
‘Designed to perform, built to 
last’. Member of the Damen 
Shipyards Group.

S
kipper Expo Int. 
Aberdeen this year 
will mark the official 
launch of an innovative 

new product launch which will 
continue Killybegs-based MMG 
Welding Ltd’s revolutionization 
of gangway systems for the 
fishing, aquaculture and marine 
leisure sectors.

Built to the requirements 
of DNVGL-ST-0358/ISO 
7061:2015, the patent Compact 
Gangway adjusts automatically 
with tide/pier levels– all of which 
feature drainage perforated tread 
plate steps for maximum safety 
and for easy storage purposes, 
a unique manual folding 

mechanism with 
collapsible handrails, 
making it an ideal safe 
solution for vessels with limited 
storage space.

A closely guarded secret for 
now, the new product will, 
says the company, be a major 
addition to MMG’s Compact 
Gangway and will complement 
the existing systems which are 
already in use on many fishing 
vessels of all sizes throughout 
Ireland.

Already now in use on many 
Irish pelagic, polyvalent and 
demersal vessels of varying 
sizes, at port authority landing 
points, pontoons, aquaculture 
farms and in offshore 
construction operations across 
Europe, other additional 
accessories have been added 
to the custom-built Compact 
Gangway.

Please drop by their Stand (No 
143a) to hear more about MMG 
Welding Ltd and the innovative 
Compact Gangway Systems ®

Exciting new product launch 
from MMG Welding Ltd - 
Compact Gangway Systems ®

139
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143A
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Aberdeen Expo Offers from Marship

MarShip will be 
promoting its 
solutions at 

Aberdeen to prevent diesel 
contamination. 

Diesel bug is microscopic 
yeast, fungi and bacteria that 
is present in diesel caused 
by water in your fuel. The 
smallest amount of water 
(teaspoon full) is enough for 
diesel bug to take hold and 
breed in your tank. Diesel 
Bug grows extremely quickly 
and without treatment, will 
stop your engine.

To kill diesel bug, remove 
the water and use MarShip’s 
DieselAid® B which is a 
broad spectrum biocide. 
Their product has engine 
manufacturer approval.  

To remove water, if your 
tank is fitted with a drain, 
use it as part of your routine 
maintenance. If you do not 
have a drain then usea Diesel 
Dipper® A fixed installation, 
independent of the engine, 
that sucks from the floor of 
your tank, below the fuel 
suction. MarShip recommend 
this in addition to your Racor 

or equivalent.  
If your engine 

is smoking, using 
MarShip’s DieselAid® LDB 
will give fuel protection 
against diesel bug and 
deposits while replacing the 
lubricity now absent thus 
saving your money from 
increased fuel consumption, 
down time, expensive 
replacement components 
and unnecessary engine 
wear.  

With the removal of water 
and use of their DieselAid® 
product, MarShip guarantee 
an end to sludge related 
issues.  

Visit MarShip at stand 
121b where they will have 
a live demo model on the 
stand and can give advice for 
products blended specifically 
for the fishing sector.

SHOW OFFERS
• 30% off DieselAid® 

orders received at the 
show.

• Free 5 litres of 
DieselAid® with every 
Diesel Dipper ordered 
at the show.

121B
STAND

MMG Welding had a busy show in 
Galway earlier this year.

https://www.dnvgl.com/oilgas/download/dnvgl-st-0358-certification-of-offshore-gangways-for-personnel-transfers.html
https://www.dnvgl.com/oilgas/download/dnvgl-st-0358-certification-of-offshore-gangways-for-personnel-transfers.html
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A
ucxis, an automation company 
active since 1983, will be 
present at Skipper Expo Int. 

Aberdeen to promote its electronic 
trading and RFID track & trace 
solutions. 

Over 65 fish auctions and selling 
organisations worldwide are using an 
Aucxis E-Trade system for their sale, 
or to automate sales related processes, 
like an e-logbook, catch management, 
supply forecast and after sales 
administration.

Aucxis can modernise your specific 
sales method. 

Products can be sold in different 
ways: by Dutch auction, in a catalogue 
or via a web shop at a fixed price, or 
through mediation. 

Get to know Kosmos, their 
new innovative auction clock and 
information platform in the Cloud.

Users can also retrieve general 
statistics or personal info using the 

information portal. Furthermore, it 
allows linking with the customer’s 
back-office package. The user 
logs into the platform through 
his smartphone, tablet or PC and 
can immediately use the software 
application!

All above described solutions 
are realised without making any 
concessions with regard to reliability, 
transparency or local traditions.

Aucxis also offers solutions to track 
and trace fish from catch to plate, 
using RFID, barcode or QR.  The web 
application F-Track for example offers 
the users in the chain the possibility to 
follow the movement of fish boxes and 
their content in real time. 

Meet Aucxis on – stand number 
144. Don’t hesitate to visit them to 
exchange thoughts on automation 
solutions for your specific project!

Check our website www.aucxis.
com for more information.

Aucxis - A worldwide market leader in E-Trade systems & RFID solutions

E-Catch - made by fishermen

Aquamesh® withstands the test of time and promotes sustainable 
shellfish catching and farming

Like most business sectors 
across the globe, the fishing 
industry is embracing low-

impact and sustainable practices. 
As a result, shellfish farming of 
oysters, scallops and mussels 
has emerged as a significant 
aquaculture business on the coasts 
of many countries. This trend has 
encompassed Scotland and is being 
fueled in part by Aquamesh®, the 
most trusted wire mesh invented in 
New England.

From coast to coast around 
the world, lobster fishermen and 
shellfish farmers choose Aquamesh 
for building their lobster traps and 
shellfish cultivation pens. 

Roger Gillam, owner of GT 
Products UK, believes Aquamesh 
is a great multi-functional 
product for both trap fishing 
and aquaculture. “Aquamesh is 
versatile, resists algae and hard 
fouling, and my customers spend 

less time repairing and a lot more 
time fishing. Using Aquamesh 
saves money, reduces plastic waste 
and energy consumption, and the 
applications are endless – it’s used 
for creels, floating shellfish culture 
cages, and storage and handling.”

James Knott, Jr., CEO of 
Riverdale Mills Corp. “Creels, 
trays and cages made exclusively 
with Aquamesh last for years, are 
the most cost-effective solution, 
and have become the top choice 
for catching lobster and cultivating 
shellfish. Invented almost 40 
years ago, Aquamesh is extremely 
durable and can withstand up to 
a decade of fishing and hauling 
in the roughest seas and weather 
conditions”. 

Innovation, quality, and 
customer service are always top 
priorities at Riverdale Mills, 
earning the company many awards 
and recognitions, including a 

coveted 2019 Manufacturing 
Leadership Award from the 
National Association of U.S. 
Manufacturers. This award 
honors organizations embracing 
new technologies, shaping the 
future of global manufacturing, 
and redefining the meaning of 
manufacturing excellence.

Invented almost 40 years 
ago, Aquamesh is extremely 
durable, can withstand up to a 
decade of fishing and hauling 
in the roughest seas, and is also 
the only wire mesh fabric in the 
world specifically engineered 
to be environmentally friendly. 
All Riverdale Mills products are 
made in the United States. (www.
riverdale.com)

GT Products stock Aquamesh 
in a range of roll widths and 
panels at their warehouse in West 
Sussex and distributes nationwide. 
(www.gtproductsmarine.com)
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A continuous 
development of their 
products and finding 

new ways to make them 
better for their customers 
has resulted in busy times 
for E-Catch.

E-Catch has a clear view 
of the needs and wishes 
of its customers, thanks to 
long-turn tests and a close 
partnership with fishermen 
and representatives from 
the fishery sector. The 
company has gained 

extensive experience in 
terms of the needs from 
professional practice and 
has created products 
which meet all legal 
requirements like E-Catch, 
an electronic E-Logbook 
for the fishing vessels and 
M-Catch, a complete catch 
management platform.

The M-Catch 
platform offers fishing 
vessel owners, fleet 
managers and producers 
organisations an insight 

in the message flow 
of current and historic 
fishing trips from their 
vessels. All messages, 
such as departure, daily 
report and end of fishing 
etc. are visible on the 
portal immediately after 
transmission. The M-Catch 
portal has different tools 
available for statistics 
and reports and gives the 
possibility to create and 
send landing declarations 
(LAN) and sales (SAL) 

messages ashore. Your 
vessel data is secured with 
a login and password, only 
you are able to view the 
information of your vessel 
or fleet.

Don’t hesitate to 
visit them to exchange 
thoughts on automation 
solutions for your specific 
project!

Check their website       
http://www.e-catch.org 
or Facebook for more 
information.

BOPP is the french specialist in designing and 
manufacturing hydraulic deck equipment and complete 
engineering for the trawling industry. The technologiy, 

performance and robustness of BOPP’s equipments both 
winches manufacturing and the hydraulic engineering 

cause of BOPP a european leader.

BOPP, La maison blanche, 29160 LANVEOC, FRANCE
Tél. (33) 02 98 27 52 68  Fax (33) 02 98 27 55 85  E-mail : bopp@bopp.fr

PETERHEAD   JC Hydraulics   Phone: 01779 490003
                               Mob: 07786 364461  Email:jim@jchydraulics.co.uk

WATERFORD   Christopher Hannon & Co  
                                Tel: 00353 (0)51 306017  Fax: 00353 (0)51 306018
                                Mob: 00353 (0)87 2574507

KILKEEL   D R Diesel   Phone:+44 28 4176 9777

GALWAY   Gordon Ryan Engineering Ltd  
                       Tel: 00353 (0)87 812 4477

DEALERS: 

SK
IP

PE
R 

 EX
PO  INT. ABERD

EEN

 17-18 MAY 2019

STAND 32

Offering a complete engineering package for our customers

•  SERVICES   

PUMPS   

MOTORS   

HOSES   

SCANTROL 

SYSTEMS

Distributors for

Deck Equipment

•  
•  
•  
•  

1 Baltic Place, Peterhead, AB42 1TF

Tel: 01771 624461   Mob: 07786364461
Email: Sheena@jchydraulics.co.uk   Web: www.jchydraulics.co.uk

•  
•  

SK
IP

PE
R  

EXPO  INT. ABERDEEN

 17-18 MAY 2019

STAND 32

T
here will be plenty to 
interest small boat 
skippers at Skipper 

Expo Int. Aberdeen 2019, 
including creels, pot 
haulers and even two 
vessel displays!

Creel companies 
attending include Caithness 
Creels, Gael Force 
and Medley Pots, with 
companies such as Solent 
Engineering displaying 
hauling equipment.

Maver Boats and 
Anderson Marine will 
both have vessels on 
show inside the spacious 
exhibiting hall. Maver 
intends to display an 8m 
by 3m twinsea catamaran, 
which is ideal for creeling 
for crab and lobster, or 

Plenty to interest small boat skippers at Aberdeen!
lining for mackerel.

Riverdale Mills will be 
promoting Aquamesh® 
– a marine wire mesh 
specifically engineered 
for ocean use, and 
manufactured to ensure 
a sturdier, weather and 
corrosion resistant lobster 
pot.

Meanwhile, a good range 
of marine electronics 
companies will be present 
at Aberdeen, offering a 
range of equipment for 
the small boat sector, and 
engine companies will also 
be attending, providing 
propulsion solutions for all 
kinds of craft.

A full list of exhibitors 
can be viewed online at 
www.maramedia.ie. 

Christine Albone, Riverdale Mills, 
displaying their Aquamesh products.

http://www.aucxis.com
http://www.aucxis.com
http://www.riverdale.com
http://www.riverdale.com
http://www.gtproductsmarine.com
http://www.e-catch.org
http://www.maramedia.ie
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Please visit us at Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen on Stand 39.

Kieran Calnan, Chairman of BIM; Michael Creed TD, 
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine and Jim 
O’Toole, CEO BIM. 

New inshore survey boat to monitor mussel stocks

Early last month, a new 
inshore survey boat was 
launched by Minister 

for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine, Michael Creed TD, in 
Kinsale, Co Cork. The Bord 
Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) T Burke 
II which is named after the late 
Dr Tomás Burke—a former 
technical officer at BIM—was 
launched by his wife, Olivia 
Moylan Burke, alongside the 
Minister. 

WILDCAT 40

The new Wildcat 40 survey 
vessel, which was built by 
Safehaven Marine, is a 12m high 
bow buoyancy symmetrical 
hulled catamaran with a 
4.5m beam and a 14,200kg 
displacement. Powered by a 
pair of Barrus UK supplied 
Yanmar 450hp diesel engines 
she has a 26kts max speed, an 
18kts operational speed and 
is fitted with a HIAB crane, 
hydraulic tilting ‘A’ frame and 
deck winch for the deployment 
of sonar equipment and bottom 
sampling dredge.

The arrangement of the 
vessel allows for a spacious aft 
deck and a large main cabin 
with a hydrographic station 
workbench, dinette seating 
and galley, two berths a wet 
room and heads compartment, 
allowing for extended 
operations and transits 
around the Irish coastline. 
A full comprehensive array 
of navigation equipment is 
provided at a central helm 
position with navigator’s station 
alongside and provides a very 
comfortable and efficient crew 
environment. 

Safehaven’s Wildcat 40 has 
proven very successful with 
19 craft in service worldwide 
and has a great reputation for 
its seakeeping abilities, nicely 
demonstrated during rough 
weather trials off the south 
coast of Cork recently during 
storm ‘Gareth’ in 50kt winds 
and 5m seas. 

MUSSEL SEED 
MANAGEMENT

The T Burke II will primarily 
be used to monitor and survey 
mussel bed stocks in Dingle Bay 
and along the east coast from 
Carnsore Point, Co Wexford 
to Carlingford, Co Louth. A 
side scan sonar will send sound 
waves to the bottom of the 

seabed allowing BIM technical 
officers to know whether seed 
mussel is present or not.

Speaking at her launch and 
referencing the importance of 
surveys to the important mussel 
seed industry, Minister Creed 
said: “These surveys form an 
integral part of the management 
of the seed mussel fishery, which 
has been awarded the prestigious 
Marine Stewardship Council 
sustainability certification. This 
MSC certification is the gold 
standard of fisheries certification 
and opens up access for our 

Irish mussels into the very best 
markets in the EU and further 
afield.”

The Irish mussel industry 
was valued at €11.7M to the 
Irish economy in 2018. Almost 
14,000 tonnes of mussels were 
produced in Ireland last year, 
with bottom grown mussels 
making up 4,800 tonnes of 
that total. The sector has 
been recognised by the global 
eco-label and certification 
programme, the Marine 
Stewardship Council (MSC) 
since 2013. 

The Irish bottom grown 
mussel sector is almost entirely 
export-led and provides 
employment for close to 200 
people, directly and indirectly in 
coastal communities throughout 
Ireland.

Jim O’Toole, CEO BIM said: 
“The surveys carried out by 
BIM’s technical officers on 
board the T Burke II will provide 
invaluable data to help drive 
growth of this important sector 
and minimise the environmental 
impact and carbon footprint of 
the sector.”

Michael Creed TD, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine; 
Kieran Calnan, Chairman of BIM; Jim O’Toole, CEO BIM;  Lorcan 
Burke and Olivia Moylan Burke.

Jim O’Toole, CEO BIM; Nicolas Chopin, BIM Inshore Survey 
Officer; Olivia Moylan Burke; Michael Creed TD, Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine and Lorcan Burke.

The new Wildcat 40, T. Burke II during rough weather trials.
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Tel: 00353 (0)66 947 6883   Mobile: 00353 (0)87 280 9861  
Email: fionan@murphymarineservices.com   Web: www.cygnusboats.com

Cygnus Typhoon 40, “WESTRO”  

Cygnus - Murphy Marine Services
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T
he Westro is the 
third boat for the 
enterprising young 

skipper, who has been at 
sea catching prawns with 
his uncles, John MacGregor 
and Duncan Macleod, from 
around the age of 10. After 
spending 3 years onshore 
Michael bought his first 
boat—an 8m Cheetah 
Catamaran (Sandpiper) at the 
age of 21. Two years later he 
replaced the Cheetah with a 
Blyth Catamaran, the Daelan-
De.  

Three years on from 
that, when Shieldaig based 
Michael and his wife Claire 
decided it was time for a new 

MURPHY MARINE SERVICES DELIVERS NEW TYPHOON 
“WESTRO” FOR YOUNG SHIELDAIG SKIPPER

boat, wanting something 
“reliable and with a bit 
of speed”, they knew the 
Cygnus Typhoon 40 would 
be the one. Expressing his 
satisfaction with the new 
build, Michael indicated 
to the Skipper that in this 
regard he has not been 
disappointed. 

Built for the 26-year-old 
skipper by Murphy Marine 
Services on Valentia Island, 
Westro is a 39’ft Cygnus 
Typoon 40 with a 4.0m 
beam and a 1.2m draught. 
Powered by an Iveco Curser 
C13 and a ZF 325 IV gearbox, 
both of which were supplied 
by Kirwan Marine, the new 

See us at stand

36/37 
SKIPPER EXPO INT.
  ABERDEEN 2019ESTABLISHED IN THE UK IN 1882 

Specialising in fishing vessel insurance for over 130 years.  
Recognised as a world leader in providing the complete insurance 

 package for Hull & Machinery, Liability and associated risks.

Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen, 17 – 18 May 2019

Sunderland Marine Insurance Company Ltd 
Tel: +44 (0) 191 232 5221 Email: info@sunderlandmarine.com

 www.sunderlandmarine.com @SMI_MarineIns SunderlandMarine

Congratulations and good fishing to Michael Dolan and the crew of “Westro.”

Images: Steve Carter

NEW BOAT

Typhoon’s propulsion is 
supplied by a Clements. 

The vessels hydraulics—a 
Spencer Carter 100cc variable 
displacement pump—was 
supplied by Derek Noble and 
is driven engine front end, 
powering the hauler, cargo 
winch and bow thruster. 

Spencer Carter winches (a 
3000lb Slave Hauler) and a 
compact landing crane, were 
also supplied by Derek Noble. 
Ropes, safety equipment and 
life rafts were all supplied by 
CH Marine. 

The electronics onboard 
were supplied by Watt 
Marine in Ullapool. On 
this front included in the 

equipment kitting the new 
Typhoon out is: an Olex 
Chartplotter, 2 x Neovo 
X-17 Monitors, a Hondex 
HE7300DI Echo Sounder, 
TD4/T Transducer, Furuno 
M1815 Radar, 2 x Furuno 
GP39 GPS, an Icom IC-
M506 VHF, IC-M323G, 2 x 
LV120 VHF Antenna, a 9” 
LED CCTV Monitor, Colour 
Engine Room Camera, 
CCTV Shotgun Cable 10m, a 
Navitron NT777 Autopilot, 
Kobelt Steering Lever, Simrad 
HS70 Satellite Compass, 
Intellian Sat Tv System, 16” 
Led TV and a Hy-Pro PC45 
Steering Pump. 

Previously fishing for 

whelks in the Moray Firth 
with the Cheetah, with an 
80 box fish hold in the new 
Typhoon there is plenty of 
room onboard for the brown 
crab, prawns and lobster 
Michael currently fishes. His 
crab creels were supplied by 
Swan Net-Gundry. Prawn 
creels were supplied by Gael 
Force Marine Equipment. 
Accommodation on board for 
the boat’s 3 crew is provided 

by 3 berths forward. 
Speaking to the Skipper, 

Fionán Murphy of 
Murphy Marine Services 
congratulated the young 
skipper and wished the 
young skipper, his family and 
crew many years of safe and 
plentiful fishing. 

The Skipper team would 
also like to wish Michael, his 
family and crew all the best for 
the future with their new boat. 

Built and fitted 
out by Murphy 
Marine Services, 
Scottish Skipper 
Michael Dolan’s 
new Cygnus 
Typhoon 40 
“Westro” headed 
for north-west 
Scotland early 
last month, after 
being launched in 
the boatyard on 
Valentia Island. 
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SC McAllister & Co Ltd
CONGRATULATIONS 

AND GOOD 
FISHING TO THE 

SKIPPER, FAMILY & 
CREW ON 

YOUR NEW VESSEL 
FRUITFUL BOUGH

T: (0044) 1904 466 158    E: scm.design@virgin.net

• Naval Architects  • Marine Consultants
• Surveyors  • Stability Consultants

Wishing every success to Robert West, family and crew with your 
new Fruitful Bough. We wish you safe and successful fishing.

Tel: +44 (0) 1947 602669      Email: info@parkol.co.uk     Web: www.parkol.co.uk
Eskside Wharf, Church Street, Whitby, North Yorkshire, YO22 4AE

Best of luck to the 
Skipper, Family & 

Crew on your 
new vessel 

“Fruitful Bough”.

Jackson Trawls Ltd. Blackhouse Industrial Estate,
Peterhead, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, AB42 1BW.
T: +44 (0) 1779 478383   F:+44 (0) 1779 474394

Email: contacts@jacksontrawls.co.uk

www.jacksontrawls.co.uk

S
igned for at the Skipper 
Expo Int. Aberdeen last 
year, designed by SC 

McAllister & Co Ltd. and built by 
Parkol Marine Engineering Ltd., 
after being launched and trialled 
at sea last month Peterhead 
skipper Robert West’s new 
22m twin-rig trawler will soon 
commence fishing trials. 

Early last month, the Fruitful 
Bough PD 109—a new 22m 
twin-rig trawler, for Peterhead 
skipper Robert West, the boat 
build contract for which was 
signed at the Skipper Expo 

NEW BOAT

FRUITFUL BOUGH PD109

Designed by SC 
McAllister & Co Ltd. 
and built by Parkol 
Marine Engineering 
Ltd., after being 
launched and trialled 
at sea last month 
Peterhead skipper 
Robert West’s new 
22m twin-rig trawler 
will soon commence 
fishing trials. 

Int. Aberdeen last year—was 
launched at the Parkol Yard 
at Whitby. The boat building 
contract on the new build was 
signed at the Skipper Expo 
Int. Aberdeen Show last year. 
A proud and excited Robert 
attended the launch alongside 
his wife Mariane, daughters 
Jenny, Maggie and Ellie, and 
extended family. Since then the 
vessel has been undergoing sea 
trials.  

Steeped in the legacy of a 
family history of fishing, the 
Fruitful Bough takes her name 

from the line of family vessels 
that have preceded her. Robert’s 
Grandfather purchased the 
first Fruitful Bough in 1960 
and though the boat has been 
changed over the year, the 
name has stayed with the family 
since then. As part of this line, 
the 19.9m vessel that Robert is 
replacing with the new build 
carries the same name. 

FIRST IN HER CLASS
Designed by SC McAllister 

& Co Ltd. and built by Parkol 
Marine Engineering, the new 

trawler, which is owned by 
Fruitful Bough Fishing Co 
and Denholm Fishselling Ltd, 
is 22.2m in length, has a 7.5m 
beam and a draught of 4.00m.

Fitted with a KT 120L bow 
thruster, the vessel is fitted with 
a Caterpillar C18 main engine 
(600hp), 2 Cummins auxiliaries, 
a Masson Marine MMW6000 
gearbox and a Teignbridge 
2400mm 4 blade propeller. 
Pearson Electrical provided the 
vessel’s wiring specs. 

EK Marine supplied the 
vessel’s complete hydraulic 
system driven by a Technodrive 
Gearbox, driven by 2 Kaminski 
Load Sensing Pumps. The 
Killybegs based suppliers also 
kitted the vessel out with a 30 
Tonne 3 Drum Trawl Winch, 
2 x 12 Tonne Double Split Net 
Drum, an EKM Landing Crane 
@ 1 Tonne – 8m, an EKM Power 
Block Crane @ 1.5 Tonne – 7.8m, 
2 x 3 Tonne Gilson Winches and 
an EKM 8 Tonne Gilson Winch. 
Finished to a very high standard 
throughout, the resin deck 
application was done by PBP 
Services.  

A comprehensive wheelhouse 
electronics package was 
supplied by Woodsons Marine 
Electronics of Aberdeen, and 
incudes 1 x Sailor 6310 150W 
GMDSS MF/HF SSB, 1 x Sailor 
6210 VHF, 1 x Icom M330 VHF 
with DSC, 1 x Jotron TR-8000 
Class A AIS, 2 x Furuno GP39 
GPS receivers, 1 x Hemisphere 
V102 GPS Gyro, 1 x Simrad ES80 

echosounder, 1 x Olex 3D seabed 
mapping system, 1 x Koden 
MDC7012S radar, 1 x Koden 
MDC5004T radar, 1 x ultrasonic 
wind speed and direction 
sensor, 11 Navitron NT921MKII, 
1 x Jog Lever NFU, 1 x Phontech 
3100 5 way system talkback, 
1 x CCTV system c/w 12 
cameras, 1 x e-SEA 60 Satellite 
TV system, 1 x 60Ka Internet 
communications system, 1 x 
Jotron TRON 60GPS, 1 x Entel 
HT649 GMDSS Hand Held 
VHF, 1 x Easy Navtex, 

3 x 49” 4K monitors for 

Multiview, 1 x 4K Matrix 
Multiview control system, 8 x 
AG Neovo x 24 widescreen, with 
glass front, 1 x propeller camera 
system and 1 x VCU Catch 
Management system c/w. 

The wheelhouse display 
system is especially impressive 
and Fruitful Bough is the first 
vessel in her class in the UK 
to install Woodson Electrics 
new Multiview control system 
in the wheelhouse with the 3 
x 49” 4K monitors installed in 
the forward console replacing 
the normal 12 monitors. This 

allows the skipper to view up to 
4 inputs at the same time on a 
single monitor in 4K definition. 
Further, any input can be put to 
any screen in the wheelhouse 
and all controlled by a single 
mouse. 

Caley Nets have supplied 
a set of Thyboron type 11 66’ 
doors, 2x 160 ft prawn scraper 
trawls rigged on 8” discs, 4 x 
10ftm sets of rubber leg sweeps 
and all chandlery. 2x 160ft 
letterbox prawn trawls rigged 
on 8” and 6” discs have been 
supplied by Faithlie Trawl. 

Jackson trawls have supplied 
3x100ftm of 22mm Dyneema 
warp per barrel x3 and 4x 50ftm 
34mm sweeps. Net monitoring 
is provided for by a Scanmar 
SS4 Double Distance system 
and Scanmate 4. 

The vessel’s refrigeration 
system and 2.5T Geneglace 
ice machine was supplied 
by Premier Refrigeration 
of Fraserburgh. All safety 
equipment including life rafts, 
man overboard recovery (Jason’s 
cradle), medicine chest etc. has 
been supplied by Blue Anchor.

Image Gareth Sparks Tolip
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Proud Sponsors

Designers, manufacturers and installers of the EKM range of deck equipment

Best wishes to the Skipper, family & crew with their new 
vessel Fruitful Bough from everyone at EK Marine

 Roshine, Killybegs, Co Donegal - W: www.ekmarine.ie
T: 353 74 9741683  F: 353 74 9741686  E: info@ekmarine.ie

T: 01346 517625  M: 07774659681  E: faithlietrawl@tiscali.co.uk

Bruce’s Yard, Commerce Street, Fraserburgh, Scotland

Best Wishes to the Skipper, family & crew on your new 
vessel Fruitful Bough. Safe fishing from Faithlie Trawls

TeaMate is the safe way to provide your
crew and passengers with hot drinks at
sea. Keep your people warm and wide
awake without even running your genset.
We are Europe’s leading supplier of this
unique and proven product.

CALL US TODAY

Can you make hot tea at sea?

Tel: +44 (0)1794 523999
Email: info@whispaire.co.uk 
Web: www.whispaire.co.uk

_Whispaire Aug 2016_Whispaire  09/08/2016  11:36  Page 1

EFFICIENCY 
With a top speed of 10kts 

every effort has been taken to 
prioritise efficiency and cut 
fuel costs. Though the Fruitful 
Bough has not completed her 
fishing trials and just how 
effective these efforts have 
been is not yet fully clear, all 
indications suggest the vessel is 
very economical.  

FISHING TRIALS
At the time of writing, 

the vessel’s sea trials are well 
underway and Robert—who 
comes from a long line of 
fishing on both sides of his 
family, and first started fishing 
after leaving school in 1997 
with his father and brother on 
a 1986 wooden trawler built by 
Macduff’s Shipyards—is excited 
at the prospect of getting out on 
fishing trials later this month. 

Targeting a mixture of prawns 

and whitefish, she will be fished 
by Robert alongside a crew of 
seven others. His current boat—
which was also built by Macduff 
Shipyards for his father, brother 
and himself back in 2004 and 
which he then took over in 
2010—will be handed over to 
new owners early in the month.  

Speaking to the Skipper, 
Robert said he was very 
impressed with Parkol and 
indicated he couldn’t be happier 
with the new build which “looks 
beautiful inside and out”. 

Commenting on the build, 
Parkol Marine Engineering 
congratulated Robert, his family 
and crew on the new Fruitful 
Bough and wished them safe and 
successful fishing for the future.

The Skipper team would also 
like to take the opportunity to 
wish James, his family and crew 
the very best and safe fishing with 
their exciting new build. 

FRUITFUL BOUGH: 
EK MARINE PACKAGE

Killybegs based EK Marine 
supplied Fruitful Bough with 
her fish deck equipment. The 
complete package includes:
• 1 x 30 Tonne 3 Drum 

Trawl Winch
• 2 x 12 Tonne Double Split 

Net Drum
• 1 x EKM Landing Crane 

@ 1 Tonne – 8m
• 1 x EKM Power Block 

Crane @ 1.5 Tonne – 7.8m
• 2 x 3 Tonne Gilson 

Winches
• 1 x EKM 8 Tonne Gilson 

Winch 
• 1 x Complete Hydraulic 

System driven by 
Technodrive Gearbox 
driven by 2 Kaminski 
Load Sensing Pumps

Becoming only the second to do so, the UK has 
secured a deal to export live prawns to China. The 
deal—which has the potential to be worth up to £26.5 

million over the next five years—could see the Scottish 
and Northern Ireland fishing sectors increasing this export 
value by an additional £5.3 million. The deal has been 
touted by International Trade Secretary, Liam Fox, as a 
“key milestone” for the sector.
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Crayfish seminar

An Irish Crayfish Seminar will 
be held on the 21st and 22nd 
May at the Marine Institute, 

Oranmore, Co. Galway.
Various aspects of crayfish in 

Ireland will be covered at the 
meeting and the most recent 
international and national 
research findings will be presented, 
with a series of invited talks on a 
broad range of topics including:

• Irish Crayfish in national, 
all Ireland and European 
context.

• Ecology of White-clawed 
Crayfish in Ireland

• Crayfish Plague: what is 
it, how did it get here and 
what can we do about it?

• Crayfish Plague in Europe: 
what can be learnt from 
European experience? 

The event is FREE to attend but 
ticket booking ends May 13th at 
5pm. 

For further booking enquiries 
contact:  info@biodiversityireland.ie

Live prawn deal made 
between the UK and China

Many languages, 
including English, are 
gendered. In English, 

boats have long been referred to 
as feminine.

The Scottish Maritime 
Museum, is going gender 
neutral on boats, however, and 
has declared that it will no 
longer refer to boats as “she”. 
Instead, they will now refer to 
boats as “it”.

The decision follows on from 
an act of vandalism on one of the 
Museum’s signs, whereby the words 
“she” and “her” were scratched out, 
by a disgruntled visitor.

It has been reported that the 
Museum has taken the decision 
in recognition of societal 
changes and their commitment 
to gender neutrality. Though 
they do not intend to replace 
all signs, new signs will use 
neutral language.

Though they are not the 
first organisation to take 
such steps, not everyone was 
enamoured with the move. 
The Royal Navy, for instance, 
has declared that with “a long 
tradition of referring to its 
ships as ‘she’” they intend to 
continue doing so.

Gender neutral boats
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Part of the old Arklow yard showing two 56ft seiners, one only at the keel stage and 
between them the yacht Gipsy Moth III which became famous years later as the 
winner of the first single handed yacht race across the Atlantic.

“BUILDERS OF TRAWLERS, COMMERCIAL CRAFT 
AND AQUACULTURE VESSELS.”

Arklow Marine Services, North Quay, Arklow, Co.Wicklow, Ireland
Tel: +353 (0)402 32126Fax: +353 (0)402 39839

email: info@arklowmarine.com

“Diligent Jo” - 14.95m 
twin-rig trawler

“Aine Christina” – 20 metre 
white fish trawler.
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An image of the yard in 1904.

Situated less than an hour 
from Dublin, at North 
Quay Arklow on Irelands 

East Coast, Arklow Marine 
Services is owned and managed 
by the fifth generation of the 
Tyrrell Family who are proud 
to continue the long tradition 
of boat building established in 
1864.  

Their purpose-built 
premises—extending to 25,000 
square feet—consists of a 
machine workshop, a large 
fabrication hall, generator and 
compressor rooms. A very high 
main workshop, which was 
built specifically to cater for 
the manufacture of steel and 
aluminium vessels, is serviced 
by twin Verlinde overhead 
gantries, each with two cranes 
giving an overall lifting capacity 
of SWL 32 tonnes. 

These facilities enable the 
company to continue to build 
the high quality, efficient vessels 
for which they are renowned.  
Modern facilities and 
equipment mean the Yard is at 
the cutting edge of technology. 
This coupled with the fact that 
all employees are time served 
apprentices gives the business 
the ability to deliver “Quality on 
Time – Every Time”.

Arklow Marine Services 
Company Profile

Headed up by John (a Marine 
Engineer) & Billy (a Naval 
Architect), the company offers 
a unique combination of a 
highly qualified team with many 
years of marine engineering 
experience backed up by boat 
building knowledge passed 
down through generations. This 
knowledge and these skills are 
passed down to the young staff 
as they start out on their life’s 
working journey.

Over the last 5 years, the 
company have delivered a 
diverse range of vessels for 
the UK and home markets. 
These included 3 nr high-speed 
aluminium vessels for the UK 
Offshore renewable industry, a 
27m passenger ferry for the UK 
Government, 3 fish farm vessels 
and 2 trawlers—all delivered to 
the top end of the market.  

Alongside this, with the 
high skill base at the yard, it 
is no coincidence that their 
personnel are highly sought 
after and their personnel are 
employed on the only Offshore 
Windfarm in Ireland. Dublin 
Port is another area where the 
yard is constantly in demand 
working with the Irish Sea Ferry 
Operating companies, port-
based companies & the Port 

Authority itself.
Arklow Marine Services are 

also the Irish agents for the 
Danish manufactured high-
quality Mekanord gearboxes 
which are widely used in the 
fishing industry, offshore 
industry & windfarm sectors.

AMBERLISA

Successfully launched at the 
yard recently was the Amberlisa 
UL30. Built for MacMar 
Fishing Ltd and designed by 
SC McAllister & Co Ltd, the 
vivier-crabber is destined for 
Scotland. 

With an overall length of 
19m, registered length of 
16.9m, a beam of 7m and a 
draught of 3.50m the vessel 
is Arklow Marine’s first for 
Scotland and biggest delivered 
into the UK. Speaking to the 
Skipper about the build, Billy 
Tyrell from Arklow Marine 
Services said: “Arklow Marine 
Services are delighted to have 
won this prestigious new 
build order which will be our 
1st Fishing Vessel delivered to 
Scotland and also the biggest 
delivered into the UK. 

BUSY YARD

When the Amberlisa heads 
for Scotland after sea trials, 
she’ll be leaving behind a 
busy yard as Arklow Marine 
Services completes new and 
repeat orders. Regarding the 

AMBERLISA

LENGTH OVERALL 19.00m
LENGTH REGISTERED 16.49m
BREADTH MOULDED 7.00m
DEPTH MOULDED 4.20m
DRAUGHT AFT APPROX. 3.50m
FUEL CAPACITY 10,000L
FRESH WATER CAPACITY

4,000L
VIVIER GROSS VOLUME

42,000L

CROÍ NA FARRAIGE sister vessel

LENGTH OVERALL 17.70M
LENGTH BETWEEN 17.50M
BREADTH MOULDED 7.20M
DEPTH AFT 2.10M
FUEL CAPACITY 5,200L
FRESH WATER 

CAPACITY 500L
CARGO CAPACITY 50 Tonnes
PASSENGER CERTIFICATION 

P5 To carry 4 pax and 2 crew

MAIN ENGINES

Twin Doosan L086TM,
285 bhp @ 2100 rpm
GEARBOXES

Twin Dongi L110A
With a 3:1 reduction ratio
AUXILIARY

Doosan AD196T1,
developing 173 Kw 
@ 1500 rpm

latter, Arklow Marine Services 
are very proud of their record 
of repeat orders from their 
customers and are currently 
constructing an 18m fish farm 
vessel for MOWI (formerly 
Marine Harvest)—a sister 
vessel for Croí na Farraige 
which was delivered to the 
company in 2017. 

The Managing Director, 
Jan Feenstra of MOWI was 
so pleased with the quality 
workmanship and efficiency of 
Croí na Farraige he stated, at its 
launch at Rathmullan Pier, that 
he would like to have all boats 
operating within his company 
to this very high standard.

With an overall length of 
17.70 metres, this new vessel 
was designed for the multi-
functional operations on 
salmon farms and is fitted with 
water lubricated stern gear, 
Duplex 60mm reversible tail 
shafts, coupled to 34”, 4 bladed 
propellers, allowing high 
manoeuvrability.

The main deck is arranged 
for a 10T, single drum winch, 
two capstans on the port 
side, 1 x 3T and 1 x 5T, a 
25Tm. hydraulic deck crane 
mounted forward on the port 
side and a bow roller fitted 
amidships. The deck is laid 
out to maximise the space 
and can accommodate 2 x 20’ 
containers.

The wheelhouse is sited 
on top of the deckhouse with 
360o vision and is well laid, 
with large windows providing 
excellent vision of the working 
deck. Accommodation 
including mess room/galley, 

toilet and stores are provided 
aft.

PREVIOUS BUILDS 

Previous builds for Arklow 
Marine Services include the 
15m Trawler Diligent Jo, 

which was featured in 2017 in 
the Skipper. Designed by Ian 
Paton to a new hull design 
to maximise fuel efficiency 
and finished to a high quality, 
Diligent Jo now plies her 
trade off the South Coast of 
England.  

Launching the Amberlisa

Diligent Jo

Croí na Farraige
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The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen
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Manufactured to customer requirements
Liam McDermott, Carndonagh, 
Co Donegal.  Tel: 086 8341662

Crab/ Velvet/ Lobster Pots for Sale

DELIVERING 
TO UK AND 
NORTHERN 

IRELAND

SPARES, NEW AND USED 
EQUIPMENT

Over 20 years supplying Ireland's top 
fishermen.

Trawl winches, Pot and Net haulers, 
Trawl blocks etc.

Also specialising in the refurbishment and 
sale of quality fishing vessels

such as: Cygnus, Holton, Kingfisher

Tel/fax: 066 9474175
Mobile 087 2791274 

Lake Road, Waterville, Co. Kerry.

and 
Derek Noble

and Derek Noble
SPARES, NEW AND USED EQUIPMENT
Over 20 years supplying Ireland’s top 

fishermen. Trawl winches, 
Pot and Net haulers, Trawl blocks etc.

Tel/Fax: 086 9474175
Mobile: 087 2791274

Lake Road, Waterville, Co. Kerry

• Hull & Machinery
• Crew Cover
• Passenger Vessels
• Ferries
• Chartered Angling
• Pleasure Craft
• Workboats
• Employers & Public Liability
• Business Packages
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2504826 (Charlie)
Direct: +353 (0)74 91 77500
Fax: +353 (0)74 91 77200 
Email: info@chd.ie Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

MARITIME solicitors
RORY F. CONWAY B.C.L
DERMOT F.CONWAY B.COMM, B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
Office Number: 1890 253051

Fax Number: 021 4905624
emergency Mobile 24/7: 265 087 6793478

www.maritime.conways.ie

DETENTIONS AND ARRESTS

Injuries at sea

MARITIME MORTAGES

COLLISIONS AT SEA

TRANSFERS OF QUOTAS/VESSELS

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
FISHERIES LAW

WE PROVIDE A 365 DAY 24/7 
ALL IRELAND SERVICE

MARITIME SOLICITORS
DERMOT F. CONWAY B.COMM. B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
OFFICE NUMBER: 0214901000

Twitter @ConwaysLaw
EMERGENCY MOBILE 24/7: 0876793478

WWW.MARITIME.CONWAYS.IE

Commercial Craft Services include:
●Fishing Vessel Code of Practice 

Surveys, under 15m
●Vessel design

●Stability Books & Inclining 

Experiments
●Submissions to MSO

M: +353 (0) 86 4059426

E: niall@oharamarine.com

W: www.oharamarine.com

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE 

&

MARINE SURVEYING 

SERVICES

O'HARA MARINE LTD.

Art Kavanagh  QFA
Marine Finance Consultant

Glenlee
Killybegs

Co. Donegal
Ireland

353-74-9732915
353-87-6774455

artokavanagh@gmail.com

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

BRONZE PUMP SPECIALIST 
SINCE 1971

CONTACT US TODAY
E: enquiries@ccleghornltd.com 

W: www.ccleghornltd.com 
T: +44 (0) 1223 208384

We have the correct marine 
pump for you 

also BV approved marine fans

CLASSIFIEDS

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

PLACE YOU CLASSIFIED 
ADVERT HERE EACH MONTH 

BUSINESS LARGE
65X95mm

¤120 COLOUR
¤95 MONO

BUSINESS SMALL
65X45mm

¤100 COLOUR
¤75 MONO

The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen

Commercial advert.indd   1 17/03/2016   15:37

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

LARGE

SMALL

Ireland’s only Ice 
Machine Manufacturer

Phone/Fax:  (028) 417 63802 
 (code 048 from ROI)

www.seaice.co.uk
Email: john@seaice.co.uk

for details of  a range of  ice machines

Kilkeel, Co. Down.

Contact John White

French 
Shrimp Pots

SORRY,UNLIKE PALE 
IMITATION OUR SHRIMP 
POTS DO NOT CATCH 
VELVET, SQUID OR 
JELLYFISH, BUT THEY 
DO CATCH SHRIMPS!
 
SAME ORIGINAL FRENCH 
DESIGN SINCE 1970
 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR ALL OVER EUROPE
 
ASK FOR THE REAL THING!

For further information contact:
BREIZON LTD, INVERIN, CO. GALWAY

TEL: 00353 (0) 91 572157
Email: info@breizon.com

Out fished all other pot types in recent 
years.  Source BIM Surveys.

Install some 
peace of mind, 

fit a 
Prop Protector 

today!

CLEGGAN MARINE
www.clegganmarine.com

Tel: (095) 44037   Mob: 087 7759405
E-mail: sales@clegganmarine.com

The Pier, Cleggan, Co. Galway, Ireland

CLEGGAN MARINE

Tel: (095) 44037 Mob: 087 7759405
Email: salesclegganmarine@gmail.com

Web: www.clegganmarine.com

The subject of the picture 
must be related to the 
Fishing Industry (your 

vessel, your catch, a stormy day 
at sea…etc). Each month, the 
best photo will be published in 
The Skipper and the winner will 
receive a prize, courtesy of Swan 
Net Gundry Ltd and Guy Cotten.

Images sent in may also 
be used in other areas of the 
magazine if suitable.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
Simply get your phones and

COMPETITION
Send in your best fishing related photo and you could win a 
Neptune 50 N Bouyancy Aid by Guy Cotten plus the chance to 
win overnight accommodation at one of the Skipper Expos.

IN ASSOCIATION WITHPHOTO

MONTH
OF THE

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Skipper reserves the 
right to use your images 
for future use and 
possible publication.

PHOTO THE MONTH WINNER: 
MARGARET O’SULLIVAN, KERRY
Retired pots and boat in Maharees, Co Kerry.

cameras out, and send us 
your hi-res photos by email 
to editorial@maramedia.ie 
and don’t forget to mention 
your name and details, as well 
as a brief description of the 
scene depicted. The photos 
must be taken by the person 
sending it to us, and it is 
understood that they are free 
of copyrights. 

NOTICE: The closing date 
for entries this month is the 
12th MAY, 2019.

SkipperThe

LEADING JOURNAL OF THE IRISH & UK FISHING INDUSTRIES

THE MONTHLY PRIZE

The winner 
will receive 
a Sotra 
Fleece by

FOR SALE
Mercury 30hp Engine, 
4 stroke, electric start, 

long shaft. 

Tel: 00353 (0)27 70112

WWW.MARAMEDIA.IE

SAVE THE DATE
MARCH 2020

FRIDAY/SATURDAY

13-14
th th

YOUR INDUSTRY 
YOUR SHOW

@ UNIVERSITY OF LIMERICK

FOR SALE

Laura Lena - 17.14m Gillnetter, based 
Castletownbere. Just re-engined, for 

sale with or without license.

T: 086-2364761
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Days Gone By...
Large prints available of any picture below, €20 including P&P

If you have copies of any images that you would like us to include in our Days Gone By page, please 
email them to editorial@maramedia.ie. If possible include deatils, names, location and date. 
To order any of the above images please email design@maramedia.ie
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The Archives - MAY 1964
Scottish Seiner Ends Three-Month Visit 
By Arthur Reynolds, The Editor

Fishbox In Plastic

SEND US YOUR OLD IMAGES

The Lossiemouth seiner, 
Kincora, left for the 
Scottish west coast last 

month after spending three 
months fishing under Irish 
registration and landing at 
Irish ports. 

The 70-foot Arklow-built 
Kincora, under Skipper James 
Thomson, had some good 
weeks on the east, south-east 
and west coasts, and her only 
mishap was a net around the 
propeller while fishing the 
Kish Bank a few days before 
she left. 

Working ten and 
occasionally 12 coils a side, 
Skipper Thomson fished some 
grounds off Galway which he 
discovered over ten years ago 
when he spent long periods 

under Irish registration. His 
best week was 490 boxes and 
he kept up a high average for 
the whole period. 

James Thomson and his 
family are well known in Irish 
ports for their remarkable 
successes over the years, and 
his 27-year-old nephew, John, 
is carrying on the Thomson 
tradition by maintaining a 
£600 a week landing average 
in the 70-foot Caledonia for 
the past 24 months, mostly 
fishing out of Inver. 

FOND OF IRELAND

I asked Skipper Thomson, 
who is very fond of Ireland 
and is well liked here, why 
he was leaving despite good 

quantities of fish. 
“Well,” he said, “I reckon 

we’ll do better over the other 
side on prices. There’s a lot 
of whiting around just now, 
and the 1s. 2d. a stone subsidy 
which we get over there, plus 
the minimum price of 2s. 9d. 
a stone, will make it worth the 
move.

“And then, where I’m going 
off Oban there’s a chance of 
lemon soles and plaice, which 
do better there than here,” he 
said. 

Skipper Thomson always 
works with a large crew and 
lets a man off each week. 
While fishing in Ireland 
this meant an air ticket to 
Scotland each week on the 
boat’s expenses. 

A new plastic fish box (above) has been 
introduced to Ireland by H. J. Nolan (Dublin) 
Ltd. which is expected to oust the wooden 

box in future years. Made in France, the box holds 
seven stone of fish and is perforated for drainage. 
A unique feature is that the boxes may be nested 
when empty or can be stacked rim to base if 
required as shown in the picture.

Mr. Vincent Nolan told the “Irish Skipper” that 
although the cost was considerably more than 
that of a wooden box, the new container was 
expected to outlive the older one, and because it 
did not absorb water, its weight stayed constant. 

FOUR U.S. fishery 
experts arrived in 
Ireland last month 

to begin an initial survey 
of the industry here as 
part of the cooperative 
research project arranged 
between the two 
countries.

 
They will remain in 

Ireland about two months, 
and will visit many ports 
and hold talks with 
representatives of various 
sections of the industry. 
The party is comprised 
of a shellfish expert, 
two fishery scientists, 
and a fishing industry 
economist.

 
They were met at 

Dublin airport by 
Mr. Brendan O’Kelly, 
chairman of Bord Iascaigh 
Mhara, who initiated the 
project originally during a 
visit to the U.S.

U.S. fishery 
experts 
begin Irish 
survey
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Tel:+353 (0)74 9177500 Fax:+353 (0)74 9177200
Email: info@chd.ie  Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is regulated 
by the Central Bank of Ireland

  1. Reverses (tape) to start
  2. Promises
  3. Bear-like marsupial
  4. Took in (child)
  5. Water-main outlet
  6. Greed
12. Evita, ... Peron
15. US capital of Georgia
16. Disheartened
17. Sought to influence (legislator)
19. I have (1’2)
20. Vote in again (2-5)
22. Bluish-grey
23. Mistreatment

  1. Redo
  5. Qualifying race
  7. Peculiarly
  8. Lash scar
  9. Cult actor, James ...
10. Outcast
11. Morning sickness
13. Ardent
14. Strappy shoe
18. Shillyshally
21. Cordon ... cookery
22. Ouija session
24. Peace prize
25. Tangle
26. Beseech
27. Strain
28. Sudden invasion
29. Excused (from tax)

Send entries before 12th MAY 2019 to: 
Crossword Competition, The Skipper, 
Annagry, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. 
(Photocopies not accepted).

You can now take a picture of your 
completed crossword and email your entry 
along with relevant details to 
brid@maramedia.ie.

FREE BUY & SELL 
LISTINGS

• Vessels • Equipment  
• Wanted • Tonnage  

• Gear • Miscellaneous

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

THE SKIPPER Subcribe today!

Contact Sarah now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 62828 or 
Email: sarah@maramedia.ie

SERVING THE IRISH 
& UK FISHING 
INDUSTRIES SINCE 1964

1 Year (12 Issues) 
Ireland    45 UK £45
Europe / R.O.W   55
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€    

1ST - Mullion Softshell Jacket
JOHN MURPHY

DUNMORE EAST, CO.WATERFORD

2ND - Skipper Beanie
PATRICIA KENNEALLY 

MALLOW, CO.CORK

MULLION SOFTSHELL JACKET
           

1st prize in The Skipper Crossword 
visit: www.mullion.com

as worn by Tony Brown, Mullion Technician

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TEL: (REQUIRED):

EMAIL:

 SMALL      MEDIUM      LARGE      XL       2XL

55
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DOWN

APRIL SOLUTION

Proud sponsors of  The Skipper crossword

IMPORTANT PLEASE INDICATE JACKET SIZE:

APRIL WINNERS
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The youngest Skipper fan? Fiadh O’Sullivan (15mths),
 daughter of Paul D O’Sullivan and granddaughter of 
John D O’Sullivan (M.F.V. Ronan Ross Castletownbere) 
PHOTO PAULA CROWLEY

Another day on the prawn hunt 
comes to an end West of Mizen Head 
PHOTO JOHN POWER

A sunny Easter Sunday in 
Skerries, Dublin.
PHOTO DECLAN MC GRATH

Atlantic Dawn CN25 in Whitby
PHOTO MICK BAYES JR

Mending nets in Fraserburgh  
PHOTO  EUGENE RUTTER

Ubique Ky28,Marigold A 52  & 
Queensberry Ba 156 in Arbroath 
Harbour  PHOTO JAMES THOMSON

Hoping to catch a pot of 
gold in Castletownbere 
PHOTO JOHN POWER

The Next Generation”  Frank Leonard 
(7), Howth Boatyard PHOTO JP LEONARD
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BE SAFE AT SEA - WEAR YOUR PFD

The RNLI is calling on people 
to support their volunteer 
lifeboat crews as Mayday, 

the charity’s annual fundraising 
campaign kicks off.  

As part of the campaign, which 
runs for the month of May, people 
are being asked to ‘do your bit, 
fund our kit’ with the charity 
hoping to raise €780,000 to fund 
the crucial kit volunteer crews rely 
on, including lifejackets, helmets 
and the RNLI’s yellow wellies. 

Currently, there are over 
1,500 volunteer lifeboat crew 
members in Ireland providing 
a 24-hour search and rescue 
service. As members of the fishing 
community well know, the work 
these crews do is vital. 

Last year they launched 995 
times, bringing 1,351 people to 
safety. Of that figure, 18 people 
were lives saved by the direct 
action of the lifeboat crews. These 
rescues are only possible because 
of the donations made to the 
charity by members of the public.

At the launch of the Mayday 
campaign last month, RNLI 
volunteer crewmember and 
comedian PJ Gallagher joined 
members of Dun Laoghaire 
RNLI—where he volunteers—to 
help well-known fundraiser, Mary 

‘Give it some welly’ and answer the RNLI’s Mayday call

Nolan Hickey (65) on her way 
as she cycles around Ireland for 
Mayday. 

Speaking at the launch he 
said: “Being a volunteer lifeboat 
crewmember with the RNLI, I 
know first hand the commitment 

it takes.  Our crews drop 
everything when their pagers go 
off to launch the lifeboat and head 
out to help those in trouble. 

“Our lifeboat crew kit gives us 
the confidence to face all weathers 
and conditions, day or night. The 
right kit is vital in helping to make 
sure we do what we are trained 
to do and that we bring everyone 
home safely.

“I hope people will answer 
the RNLI’s Mayday appeal and 
do something to support the 
RNLI’s volunteer lifeboat crew in 
Ireland. It doesn’t matter how big 
or small it is. Every piece of kit 
on a volunteer has been funded 
through the generosity of people 
who donated to the charity.”

Last year, as part of the 
campaign, veteran marathon 
runner Mary Nolan Hickey ran 
around the coastline of Ireland to 
raise funds for the RNLI. Though 
she raised over €72,000 she felt 
that she had not yet completed 
her fundraising for the charity, so 
last month she left Arklow to cycle 
around Ireland on ‘Lap of the Map 
2’ to try and bring her funds raised 
for the charity to €100,000.  

In relation to her adventure, 
Mary said: “People think I am mad 
doing this but I have unfinished 

business for the lifeboat crews. 
I had no idea of the support I 
would get when I started but 
then I called into the lifeboat 
stations, particularly in rural 
coastal communities and I saw the 
incredible work the crew are doing 
and it made up my mind that if 
I had the energy, I would do this 
encore, so here I go.

“I’d love people to feel inspired 
by my story and to do something 
for Mayday. There are all sorts of 
ways to fundraise, from wearing 
wellies to work or doing a 
sponsored welly walk, to holding 
a bake sale or doing a sponsored 
cycle ride. Anyone can register for 
a free fundraising pack by visiting 
RNLI.org/Mayday.”

People who wish to get involved 
should visit RNLI.org/Mayday 
to register for a free Mayday 
pack, which provides a host of 
fundraising ideas. The charity is 
also encouraging people to show 
support on their social media, 
joining the conversation using the 
hashtag #MaydayEveryDay, or by 
donating online or buying a yellow 
welly pin badge.

Mary Nolan Hickey’s official 
RNLI fundraising page is https://
give.everydayhero.com/ie/rnli-lap-
of-the-map-2019-by-bike
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SkipperThe For more information on 
Irish Skipper Expo 2020 
please contact:

Sharon Boyle
Commercial Fishing Manager

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

Tel: 00353 (0)74 95 48037 
Mobile: 00353 (0)86 8401250

Web: www.maramedia.ie/events

IRELAND’S 
FLAGSHIP FISHERIES SHOW

“Show was well organised 
it’s a must for all skippers.” 
Owen Mc Loughlin – Sligo

SHOW TIMES
Fri 10-6 Sat 10-4

“Excellent show expertly organised.” 
Tony Hiney, RNLI

“Well promoted and 
attended by informed and 
very interested customers.” 

John Gallagher, McDonnells

http://www.rnli.org/mayday
https://giv
https://giv
https://giv
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