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YES MINISTER
Creed passes Voisinage despite widespread opposition. See pages 2-5

ARCTURUS STEAMING THROUGH LINGA SOUND HEADING FOR SYMBISTER. PHOTO IVAN REID
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By Lia ní Aodha

The Government has 
succeeded in having 
the Sea Fisheries 

(Amendment) Bill rushed 
through the Dáil, despite 
widespread opposition and 
ongoing protestation from 
the fishing industry. Under 
the Bill “seafishing boats 
owned and operated in 
Northern Ireland” will be 
legally entitled to fish within 
the 6-mile limit of the Irish 
State. 

As the Bill was passed, 
Gerard Kelly, one of the 
mussel seed fishermen who 
had successfully challenged 
in the Supreme Court the 
voisinage arrangement 
which the Bill seeks to legally 
reinstate, stood outside on 
hunger strike highlighting 
his extreme concern with 
respect to the implications 
the legal re-introduction of 
the arrangement would have 
for his livelihood. 

In line with concerns 
raised by other members of 
the fishing industry, amongst 
those that have been raised 
by Mr Kelly relate to, as he 
sees and has felt them, the 
highly unequal terms of the 
‘reciprocal’ arrangement 
and the risks that the Bill 
may leave Ireland open to 
in terms of legal loopholes, 
the potential abuse of the 
arrangement and the knock-

Voisinage Bill rushed through 
despite widespread opposition

on impacts these may have 
in terms of sustainability and 
livelihoods. Of particular 
concern for Mr Kelly is 
the further impact this 
arrangement will have on the 
Irish mussel industry, which 
is wholly dependent on the 
inner 6-mile zone.

Despite these concerns, 
many of which were raised 
by Senators and TDs in 
both Houses preceding the 
passing of the Bill, it passed 
through the Dáil by 71 votes 
in favour to 8 against on the 
28th of March. 

Independent TD for 
Donegal, Thomas Pringle, 
who in the Dáil spoke 
against the Bill brought by 
the Government, released a 
statement in its aftermath 
stating that the new 
legislation “is regressive 
and seeks to legalise 
practices which have to 
date devastated small-time 
fishermen in Donegal and 
across Ireland”. Mr Pringle 
also stated that the Bill was 
“not fit for purpose” and 
was being brought forward 
“without any consultation to 
the small fishermen it will 
most effect”. 

A BREACH OF LEGAL 
CERTAINTY

Minutes after the 
controversial Bill was 
passed through the 
House a letter was sent 
to President Higgins on 

behalf of Gerard Kelly, Paul 
Barlow, Michael Crowley 
and Alex McCarthy—the 
four mussel fishermen 
who had successfully 
challenged the legality of 
the ‘reciprocal’ arrangement 
in the Supreme Court—as a 
matter of extreme urgency, 
requesting that the Bill be 
referred to the Supreme 
Court on grounds that it is 
unconstitutional for breach 
of the principle of legal 
certainty, is in breach of the 
principle of legal certainty in 
EU law, is incompatible with 
Article 6 of the European 
Convention on Human 
Rights and breaches the CFP. 

In a second letter to the 
European Commission, 
dated 27th March, it is stated 
that insufficient time had 
been given “for the issues 
surrounding the Bill to be 
debated in any meaningful 
or proper way” and the 
fishermen “fear the Bill will 
be passed into law with no 
understanding of what it will 
mean in real terms for the 
fishing industry.”

“Our clients submit that 
the Irish Government and 
Minster Creed have left the 
matter in abeyance until now 
and at the last hour with an 
impending Brexit by the UK 
from the European Union 
are trying to rush through 
legislation that will have 
disastrous consequences for 
our fishing industry and our 
natural resources”
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northern Ireland (UK or 
non-UK) vessels to reflag 
as Northern Irish and 
consequently fish within 
Irish coastal waters were 
highlighted. 

Extreme concern was 
expressed during the month 
by IFPO CEO, Francis O’ 
Donnell, regarding the 
potential legal implications 
of passing the Bill under 
the terms of the London 
Fisheries Convention (LFC), 
to which both Ireland 
and the UK are currently 
signatories, and which the 
UK has given notification of 
their intention to leave this 
July.

Prior to the Seanad debate 
on the 26th of March, Mr 
O’ Donnell also expressed 
ongoing concern in relation 
to the Bill, and in the 
immediate aftermath of 
the Bill passing through 
the house reiterated those 
concerns relating to the 
potential risks of reinstating 
the voisinage arrangements. 
In line with the sentiments 
expressed by other 
concerned parties, the IFPO 
emphasised a commitment 
to a bill that provides for 
reciprocal fishing access 
in principle, however, also 
stressed that that bill must 
address the concerns of the 
Irish fishing industry as well. 

In the aftermath of the 
passing of the Bill, Mr O’ 
Donnell highlighted that 
“it was only towards the 
end of the process that any 
meaningful stakeholder 
engagement took place” 
when there were “many 
issues outstanding and 
unresolved.” He went on to 
reiterate his concern stating: 
“This is a new agreement and 
it remains to be seen what 
the full implications are”.

Fears were also raised, 
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Francis O’Donnell, CEO IFPO

The letter also states, 
“Minister Creed has failed 
and or refused to engage in 
any proper and meaningful 
consultations with the 
industry regarding the 
management of the resource 
in a sustainable way or to the 
protection of our ecosystem 
despite repeated calls upon 
him to do so.

“The blatant refusal by 
Minister Creed to debate the 
legislation in an open and 
transparent manner is to 
ignore the major concerns 
raised by industry with 
regard to the implications 
this will have for the London 
Fisheries Convention, EU 
Fisheries Policies and Brexit. 
The purported legislation 
is, in effect, a new bilateral 
Agreement with the UK 
and we suggest that it will 
set a precedent for other 
European countries to 
enter into such bilateral 
Agreements with the UK 
following Brexit.” 

The legal position taken in 
the letter to the Commission, 
as with the letter to the 
President, is that the Bill 
is unconstitutional for 
breach of legal certainty, 
is incompatible with the 
principle of legal certainty in 
EU Law, with the European 
Convention on Human 
Rights (ECHR) and the CFP. 

LEGAL, ECOLOGICAL AND 
ECONOMIC CONCERNS

As the Government rushed 
to pass the Bill—which re-
emerged early last month 
in the context of the highly 
publicised arrest of two 
Northern Irish fishing boats 
in Irish coastal waters—“as a 
matter of urgency”, it became 
increasingly apparent that 
serious legal, ecological 
and economic concerns 
remain across members of 
the fishing industry. It has 
also become apparent that 
despite last-minute “detailed 
and considered” talks with 
industry representatives, at 
the behest of the Seanad, 
many of these have not been 
alleviated.

Throughout the month 
issues relating to the 
vagueness of the term 
“owned and operated in 
Northern Ireland” and the 
dangers this could open in 
terms of allowing for non-
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prior to the debate in the 
Seanad and the eventual 
passing of the Bill through 
that house, by the National 
Inshore Fisheries Forum 
(NIFF). In a statement the 
organisation expressed their 
concerns with “the fine print 
or the lack thereof” stressing 
that their main concerns 
were with sustainability, 
which was essential to the 
future of the inshore sector, 
as had recently been laid 
out in the Inshore Strategy 
which had been launched by 
Minister Creed just a number 
of weeks ago. 

The NIFF also raised 
concerns that the 
reintroduction of the 
arrangement could lead 
to the devaluation of their 
licences in the future and 
lead to increased pressure on 
inshore stocks as some of the 
licences in the North “can be 
published at a much lower 
cost than those within the 
Republic.”

Worries were also 
expressed at the level of the 
Regional Inshore Fisheries 
Forums and individual 
fishermen relating to the 
challenges the introduction 
of the legislation could, 
potentially pose in terms of 
the future sustainability of 
the resources on which they 
and their communities rely 
on. Especially concerned 
were those based along the 
northeast coast of the State, 
with many expressing their 
dissatisfaction that they had 

not been afforded a chance 
to meet with the Minister. 

Though figures are not 
currently available with 
respect to the volume or 
value of fish caught by Irish 
fishermen within the 6-mile 
limit of Northern Ireland—
an issue which was raised 
in the Dáil as the Bill was 
debated—a petition seen 
by the Skipper signed by 51 
inshore northeast fishermen 
indicated that not a single 
kg of fish had been caught 
between them inside the 
6-mile limit of Northern 
Ireland.  

Chair of the Northeast 
Regional Inshore Fisheries 
Forum (NERIFF), Barry 
Faulkner Jr, highlighted that 
the NERIFF was working in 
one of the areas that would 
be most affected were this 
arrangement to be reinstated. 
Mr Faulkner stressed the 
likely negative impacts the 
arrangement would have on 
the important razor fishery in 
the area, referencing also the 

recent increase in minimum 
landing size for razors that 
the organisation had worked 
on bringing in and wondered 
what the arrangement might 
mean in terms of undoing that 
work. 

Concerns were also 
expressed, by Mr Faulkner, 
that the arrangement would 
lead to increased pressure 
on the stocks on which 
they depend, highlighting 
that the Bill would be 
both environmentally and 
economically devastating and 
in line with the fears expressed 
at the level of the NIFF, could 
lead to the dilution of the 
values of their licences. 

With further reference 
to the conservation work 
being done by the inshore 
sector he stated that the 
entire situation was “very 

disheartening” for the 
sector operating out of the 
northeast, and perhaps raised 
a question as to the amount 
of validity the Minister placed 
in the RIFFS and NIFF.

Mr Faulkner indicated 
that there was a sense across 
many in the industry that 
it had been “a foregone 
conclusion” that the Bill 
would be brought in.  In 
terms of consultation, he 
stated that neither he nor 
his organisation had had 
any engagement from the 
Minister, nor had they 
been asked on their views 
with respect to this issue. 
Though they had sent a letter 
detailing their concerns and 
asked for a consultation 
with the Minister to discuss 
their outlined concerns “as 
he promised to meet with all 

Barry Faulkner Jr, Chair, NERIFF

Razor boat
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affected parties.” 
“The industry have been 

categorically ignored,” Mr 
Faulkner said. 

Alongside this, he 
expressed the frustration of 
inshore fishermen of being 
told that there are bigger 
things at stake than the 

fishing industry, saying such 
sentiments were “very hard 
to take” when you are doing 
what you can to ensure a 
sustainable future for the 
stock on which you depend 
on for your livelihood.

The Skipper also spoke 
to David Mulroy, a 9-metre 

potter who fishes out of 
Annagassan, Co. Louth. Mr 
Mulroy said he and other 
small-scale fishermen felt 
that with the Bill they were 
being railroaded and were 
not being given a say. 

Mr Mulroy, who also 
indicated that he does 
not fish in northern Irish 
waters, detailed the informal 
arrangement that he and a 
number of other lobster and 
crab fishermen operating in 
the area in which he fishes 
had put in place agreeing 

that that none of them 
should fish more than 350 
pots, and expressed concerns 
regarding the possible 
implications the Bill would 
have on those efforts. 

He feared that its 
introduction would be 
detrimental to the stocks 
that he depended on for 
his livelihood and would 
have a negative impact on 
both formal and formal 
conservation measures they 
had in place in the area. 

He also said that he 
had no talks with the 
Minister, despite sending 
a request through a local 
representative. Nor did Mr 
Mulroy feel that he was 
represented at the meeting 
with the Minister, which had 
taken place in Clonakilty the 
week previous. He concluded 
that he and other inshore 
fishermen felt like they “…
have no voice. No single 
voice” before stating “And 
we need this. We need every 
fisherman in Ireland to come 
out and work together.”

My Way owned by David Mulroy, Annagassan

Clogherhead

As new Editor of the Skipper, I would like to extend on behalf of the entire Skipper 
team our sincerest thanks to Niall Duffy for his work as long-time Editor and acting 
Editor of the Skipper. I’ve big boots to fill, no doubt, as he finally heads off fishing. 

Finally going fishing
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The fishery for Brown Crab 
inside the Biologically 
Sensitive Area (BSA) by 

vessels over 10 metres was closed 
in November and December of 
2018. The BSA is a conservation 
area off the south and west coast of 
Ireland which replaced the original 
protected area known as the Irish 
Box in 2004. 

When the BSA was 
implemented a fishing effort 
limit for vessels over 10 metres 
targeting brown and spider crab 
was imposed based on fishing 
activity during a reference period 
from 1998 to 2002. This effort 
limit is based on a kilowatt-days 
system which is calculated by 
multiplying the number of days 
(or any part of a day) fished by 
the engine power of the vessels 
as measured in kilowatts. This 
system was introduced by the 
European Regulations 1954 of 
2003 and 1415 of 2004. These 
regulations specify a maximum 
effort by Irish vessels over 10m 
in the BSA of 63,000 KW days. 
In most years a swap with 
France is made (in exchange 
for other species/effort) which 
pushes the limit up to a total 
of approximately 100,000 kW 
days. The closure at the end of 
2018 arose due to an overshoot 
of the Irish kW days limit of 
approximately 20,000 kW days.

In order to avoid a similar 

Problems with KW Days for Brown Crab and 
Spider Crab fishing in the BSA
Frank Fleming, 
Verifish

problem in 2019 a closure from 
January to March was proposed 
and supported by the industry. 
A number of meetings were 
also held, involving fishermen, 
processors and the POs, where 
the 2018 KW figures and possible 
2019 figures were discussed. Over 
the last few years, the numbers 
of over 10-metre vessels entering 
into the Fishery has increased 
while the available KW Days is 
fixed. This means there are less 
and less days available per vessel. 
It was agreed that some form 
of management of KW days in 
the BSA fishery was needed.  It 
was also agreed that the fishery 
should be reopened in April 2019 
but that effort would be managed 
so that some of the available KW 

days are held back 
until later in the 
year when market 
prices are better. 
Regular meetings 
will be held to 
monitor effort 
uptake. The next 
meeting will take 
place in early May 
to assess the uptake 
of KW days during 
April. At that point, 
options for how the 
KW days can best 
be managed will be 
discussed. 

Those 
participating in the 
fishery should be 
aware that any part 
of a day fished by 
an over 10m vessel 
in the BSA fishing 
for crab counts as a 
full day against the 
available pool of 

Brown Crab
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kW days.  
A recurring concern at 

the meetings held has been 
industry reservations about 
the appropriateness of the 
KW days limit. While industry 
overwhelmingly supports the 
replacement of the KW days 

system with a more effective and 
appropriate control mechanism 
the measure is part of a wider 
BSA issue and any attempts to 
replace it would require a long-
term approach. In the meantime, 
good management of the 
available KW days is essential.  
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Sean O’Donoghue, KFO
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Following a month that saw a flurry 
of activity and divisive votes in the 
House of Commons, little has been 

yielded little in terms of easing the Brexit 
anxieties and uncertainties faced by Irish 
fishermen and women. 

In the aftermath of the overwhelming 
defeat suffered by Theresa May’s Brexit 
deal in the House of Commons on March 
12th (for the second time) the Chief 
Executive of the Killybegs Fishermen’s 
Organisation (KFO), Seán O’ Donoghue, 
expressed extreme concern with respect 
to the latest UK Brexit developments and 
stressed that, “A disorderly Brexit would 
damage Irish fisheries irreparably.”

Mr O’ Donoghue emphasised the 
particularly vulnerable position of the 
Irish fishing industry with respect to 
a no-deal Brexit and highlighted the 
anxieties and uncertainties faced by 
fishermen regarding the UK’s next steps. 
He said: “We’ve been beating this drum 
for a long time in stating that the seafood 
and fishing industries are uniquely 
exposed given the sharing of fishing 
grounds with the UK. The Department 
of the Taoiseach reiterated last night 

Brexit uncertainties continue for Irish fishermen 
and women

that all of the important commercial fish 
stocks which we rely on are shared with 
the UK and approximately one third of 
all landings of fish by Irish vessels come 
from UK waters.”

Mr O’ Donoghue went on to emphasise 
the importance of “orderly Brexit” stating 
that “otherwise we face chaos and conflict 
on the high seas in the very near future 
not to mention the major conflict issues 
around exports and landings. We cannot 
countenance this happening and in the 
event of ‘no-deal Brexit’, we must at a 
minimum, maintain the existing access 
and quota sharing arrangements until 
the end of 2019 as covered in the recent 
Commission’s proposal.”

In conclusion, he highlighted that 
though fish may be “mobile and know 
no borders nor bear any nationality, our 
trawlers don’t have this luxury and must 
obey boundaries and exclusion zones. 
Our industry is standing on the edge of 
a precipice and everything that we have 
strived for and developed for generations 
is staring into the abyss.

“We’ve worked tirelessly on this for 
almost two years, we’ve achieved a great 

deal in terms of commitments in both 
the Withdrawal Agreement and Political 
Declaration only to be now faced with 
this latest shambles in Westminster. 
The situation is much too serious to be 
playing politics with the livelihoods of 
Irish fishermen.” 
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Agreement on Commission’s 
no-deal contingency proposals

The European Parliament 
and Council have approved 
the Commission’s contingency 
proposals with respect to fishing 
authorisations and access to 
compensation in the event that 
there is a no deal Brexit, so as to 
limit the most ‘severe damage 
caused by a disorderly Brexit’. 

The new regulations ensure that 
the EU can grant UK boats access 
to EU waters until the end of 2019, 
so long as the arrangement is 
reciprocal, and includes a simplified 
authorisation procedure with 
respect to the granting of fishing 
authorisations for both parties. In 
the event that reciprocal access is 
not agreed and UK waters are closed 
to EU fishing, boats will be entitled 
to access financial compensation via 
the EMFF, for a period of up to nine 
months. 

Fishing crew entitled to 
compensation for loss of earnings

Following a Committee for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
meeting last month, independent 
TD for Donegal, Thomas Pringle, 
has received confirmation that 
fishing crews, as well as boat owners 
and skippers, will be entitled to 
access compensation for loss of 
earnings via the EMFF, in the event 
of a no-deal Brexit. 

Welcoming the confirmation, 
Deputy Pringle did, however, raise 
concerns with respect to the fact 
that, as it stands, compensation 
must come from the existing fund 
and thus could have an impact on 
existing projects. Further concerns 
were expressed by the TD on 
account that downstream workers, 
in the sector would not be able to 
access compensation, but rather 
would need to claim support via 
social welfare. 

Calls for government to ban 
pulse fishing immediately  

Following the EU-wide ban on 
pulse trawling agreed in Europe,  
Sinn Féin MEP Matt Carthy has 
called on the Irish government to 
start the process of prohibiting pulse 
trawling in Irish waters immediately. 

Speaking following the conclusion 
of negotiations on the controversial 
practice the Midlands North West 
MEP said, “Electric pulse fishing was 
first banned in EU waters in 1998, 
but a system of derogations have 
allowed the practice to continue 
against scientific and environmental 
advice since 2006.” The most 
recently agreed ban will not come 
into force until 2021. Given this, 
the MEP has called on the Minister 
to take immediate steps to ban the 
practice in Irish coastal waters “as he 
is permitted to do under the agreed 
EU legislation”.

Recognition for the Irish Islands 
in Europe

NEWS
in brief

Join us at our special Information Breakfasts for 
fi shermen, processors and shellfi sh producers. 
Get the latest news and help on matters from 
quota management to food safety and trade.

Learn more about the changes taking place 
and have your queries answered by experts 
from the relevant organisations. Plus talks on 
risk analysis assessment and the implications 
on fi shery regulatory compliance from Brexit.

www.sfpa.ie

BREAKFAST
INFORMATION
EVENTS 2019

DATES FOR BREAKFAST EVENTS 2019:

PARTICIPATING ORGANISATIONS

SAFE SUSTAINABLE SEAFOOD

•  Donegal
Abbey Hotel, 10th April. Time: 8am to 12pm.

•  Cork
Maritime Hotel, Bantry, 29th May. Time: 8am to 12pm.

•  Galway
Clayton Hotel Galway, Ballybrit, Galway, 4th September. 
Time: 8am to 12pm.

Further venues and dates to be announced.
For information or to reserve a place email: events@sfpa.ie

Sinn Féin MEP, Liadh ní 
Riada, has succeeded 
in passing a number 

of amendments to the 
Commission’s proposal 
for funding under the new 
European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund (EMFF) that 
it is hoped will benefit Irish 
fishermen, women and 
fishing communities. Among 
the amendments secured is 
the explicit recognition of the 
Irish islands. 

Voting on the 
Commission’s proposal for 
the 2021-2027 period last 
month, alongside calling 
for increased investment 
to the fund, the European 
Parliament’s Fisheries 
Committee agreed on a 
number of amendments 
to the proposal that will 
increase focus on the 
outermost regions, encourage 
renewal of small-scale coastal 
fishing fleets, and allow 
member states to supplement 
EU compensations with 

national state aid.
Liadh ní Riada, who sits 

on the Fisheries Committee, 
secured amendments to the 
proposal that relate to Ireland 
specifically and include the 
provision of financial support 
for: 
• The development of 

small ports in remote 
areas and peripheral 
areas, including the Irish 
islands

• Equipping fishing vessels 
to improve the health and 
safety of crew members

• Restocking of waterways 
with fish species

• Training young 
fishermen

• Facilitation of access to 
credit, insurance and 
financial instruments

• Compensation for 
fishermen confined 
to port because of 
dangerous sea conditions 
due to prolonged adverse 
weather conditions

• Special aid for eligible 
operations in the Irish 
Islands

Perhaps most significant 
among the amendments 
secured are those relating to 
the explicit recognition of 
island communities and the 
inclusion of the Irish Islands 
in the text of the document—
both of which ensure special 
protections for the Irish 

islands, and in practical terms 
will allow the islands to 
access special aid under the 
fund.

Stressing the magnitude 
of the victory for Ireland 
and Ireland’s coastal 
communities, the Cork MEP 
stated: “For years in the 
European Parliament I have 
lobbied and campaigned for 
Ireland to get preferential 
treatment because of our 
unique maritime geography 
and the disenfranchisement 
of our coastal communities.

“It shows that when MEPs 
work with communities 
and work with indigenous 
industries we can affect real 
change in Europe.

 “These amendments will 
allow us to much better serve 
Irish coastal communities. 
They mean that under the 
new European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund a derogation 
can be applied for using public 
funding for operations in the 
Irish Islands of up to 85%.”

The legislation will next go 
to European Parliamentary 
vote in April. To this end, 
the MEP stated: “I will be 
lobbying hard for MEPs to 
support it and given the 
overwhelming support it 
was given on the Fisheries 
Committee I am confident we 
can get it over the line and 
help protect our coastal and 
island communities.”   
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Bord Iascaigh Mhara needs your help. Oxford Research and Perceptive Insight are working 
with the economics unit of BIM to assess the downstream impact of the Irish seafood 
sector in Ireland’s top ten fishing ports. 

This project aims to measure the depth of the sector in each 
port to accurately assess the importance of the Irish seafood 
sector. The direct seafood sectors of fishing, aquaculture 
and fish processing all have downstream impacts around the 
coastal communities of Ireland. The supply chains for each 
sector generate revenue and employment indirectly. This 
project aims to estimate the scale of the indirect sector in 
the top ten ports and their hinterlands. Consultants will be 
contacting seafood producers in each port requesting that 
they carry out a brief 10 minute telephone survey asking 
for details on their supply chain spending. BIM requests 
your support in assisting us with these surveys. The data 
collected will be completely confidential and aggregated to 

accurately assess the importance of the Irish seafood sector. 
This information will be used to inform future policy and as an 
input into impact assessments of the Irish seafood sector.

If you have any queries about the survey or would like to 
arrange to complete the survey over the phone, please 
contact the survey team by telephone at +353 1 6869 317 
or via email at info@pimr.ie. You can also use these contact 
details to opt-out of the survey.

On behalf of the Economics and Strategic Services Unit of 
Bord Iascaigh Mhara we would like to thank you for your 
participation in this project.

www.bim.ie

ATTENTION 
Seafood Producers!

EUROPEAN UNION
This measure is part-financed 
by the European Maritime  
and Fisheries Fund

Ireland’s EU Structural and
Investment Funds Programmes
2014 - 2020

Co-funded by the Irish Government
and the European Union

Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) is 
inviting seafood producers to take 
part in a socio-economic survey 

of Irish ports. The survey is part of a 
project being carried out between BIM 
and Oxford Research and Perceptive 
Insight to accurately assess the 
downstream impact and importance of 
the Irish seafood sector in Ireland’s top 
ten fishing ports. 

Fishing, aquaculture and fish 
processing in communities each 
have an indirect impact, in terms of 
generating revenue and employment, 
in communities around the coast. The 
BIM led project aims to estimate the 
scale of these indirect impacts in the 
top ten ports and their surrounding 
areas. 

Researchers will be contacting 
seafood producers in each port 
requesting them to carry out a brief 
telephone survey (10 minutes) where 
they will ask for details on supply chain 
spending. BIM requests your support 

Seafood producers invited to take part in 
socio-economic survey of Irish Ports

with these surveys. The data collected 
is confidential and will be aggregated to 
accurately assess the importance of the 
Irish seafood sector. This information 
will be used to inform future policy.

 

For further details about the survey 
or to arrange to complete the survey by 
telephone, please contact the researchers 
by telephone at  +353 1 6869 317 or email 
at info@pimr.ie.

Dunmore East port. Image Niall Duffy

mailto:info@pimr.ie
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2016 was a record year in terms of 
profitability for the EU fleet, according 
to a report— The EU fishing fleet: 
Trends and economic results—recently 
published by DG MARE. According to 
the paper’s analysis, the profitability 
of the EU fleet (as a whole) reached a 
record-high net profit of EUR1.35 billion 
in 2016, up from EUR 789 million in 
2015. 

Conversely, in terms of capacity, with 
83360 vessels—65 398 of which were 
active and comprise of 74% small-scale 
vessels (49029 boats), 25% large-scale 
vessels (16 097 boats) and less than 1% 
distant-water vessels—EU fleet capacity 
has continued to decrease at an average 
rate of somewhere in the region of 2% 
per year. 

Key Figures (2016)

• Total active vessels: 65 398 
• Direct employment: 152 330 
• Days at sea*: 4.85 million (+0.5%) 
• Landings*: 4.9 million tonnes (-3%) 
• Landing value*: EUR 7.7 billion 

(+9%) 
• Gross profit: EUR 2.07 billion 

(+27%) 
• Net profit: EUR 1.35 billion (+71%) 
• GVA: EUR 4.5 billion (+15%)

*Excluding Greece

WHO IS THE BEST PAID 
FISHERMAN?

Across the fleet, the sector generated 
direct employment for 152 330 fishermen 

Record-high profits for the EU fleet in 

and women, who earn on average 
EUR 26 400 per year. This figure has 
increased by 6.3% on 2015. However, the 
figure varies significantly across member 
states. For example, on average wage in 
2016 Ireland scores 7th after Belgium, 
the Netherlands, Denmark, France, 
Germany and Sweden. Belgian fishers 
earn on average more than EUR 120 
000, while Irish fishermen are averaging 
under EUR 40 000.  

In the small scale sector 78 304 
people (or 46647 FTEs) were employed, 
and earned on average (per FTE) EUR 
16 100—a figure that was 12% up 
on last year. This sector of the fleet 
contributed 5.6% of the landed weight 

but 12% of the landed 
value, which implies 
higher average first sale 
prices are commanded 
within this sector than 
in the large scale sector. 

Across the large 
scale fleet, 68 228 (60 
903 FTEs) people were 
employed, with an 
average wage per FTE 
of EUR 31800, which 
was up 3.8% compared 
to 2015. This segment of 
the fleet was responsible 
for 80% of the landings 
in weight and 72% in 
value. 

MEMBER STATE 
PERFORMANCE

Though 2016 was 
a good year for the 
EU fleet as a whole, 
there were variations 
in performance 
among individual 
member states, with 17 
registering net profits, 
14 of which registered 
an improvement on the 

previous year, including Ireland (775%) 
which translated into EUR 306 million 
in revenue (+23%). 

REGIONAL VARIATIONS

Variations in performance were also 
apparent by region, with the North 
Sea and Eastern Artic, and the North 
Atlantic displaying the best overall 
performance. The Baltic, Mediterranean 
and Black seas showed less positive 
results. The revenue generated in the 
North East Atlantic increased by 8% 
to a total of EUR 2.66 billion, with 5 
members states—France, Spain, the UK, 
Ireland and Portugal responsible for 
95% of this total.  

DRIVERS

The report identifies 3 key factors—
low fuel prices, higher prices for key 
stocks (e.g. Atlantic herring, Atlantic 
mackerel, common shrimp, common 
sole, European plaice, swordfish and 
blue shark) and increased fishing 
opportunities for a number of 
species—as driving the performance 
of the EU fleet.  It does, however, also 
identify a number of potential drivers 
for decline. These include reduced 
quotas for some stocks, Brexit, the 
Landing Obligation and increased fuel 
prices.

FUTURE OUTLOOK

Though the data for 2017 and 2018 is 
not yet available in full, the authors of 
the report indicate that it is possible to 
project that for 2017 and 2018 the fleet 
remained profitable as a whole and all 
fleets will have generated profits.

The full paper can be downloaded at, 
https://publications.europa.eu/en/
publication-detail/-/publication
/4f99456a-460b-11e9-a8ed-01aa75ed71a1

(DG MARE 2019)

https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4f99456a-460b-11e9-a8ed-01aa75ed71a1
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4f99456a-460b-11e9-a8ed-01aa75ed71a1
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4f99456a-460b-11e9-a8ed-01aa75ed71a1
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Bluefish is a marine science research 
project that focuses on the potential 
impact of climate change on coastal 

communities of Ireland and Wales. Through 
engagement with coastal communities and 
art the project develops knowledge and 
understanding of the marine resources and 
the potential impacts of climate change 
on the Irish and Celtic Sea ecosystem. It 
focused on the broad range of stakeholders 
within these communities from fishing to 
marine engineering companies. The project 
is a partnership between six organisations 
in Ireland and Wales including the Marine 
Institute, University College Cork, Bord 
Iascaigh Mhara, Bangor University, Aberystwyth 
University and Swansea University.

Working for the Marine Institute, one of 
the tasks within the project was to travel 
around various coastal communities in 
Ireland and Wales that border the Irish and 
Celtic Sea in 2018. The purpose was to engage 
with people living and working in coastal 
communities, gathering their opinions about 
climate change and learning about how it 
might affect their livelihoods. Along with 
interviewing people documenting their daily 
interactions with the sea, the medium of art 
was also used to record their activities. This 
was a unique opportunity to talk directly 
to coastal communities and capture their 
perspectives through art.

Galway’s urban sketcher Róisín Curé and I 
engaged with people from a broad spectrum 
of marine activities including fishing, 
aquaculture, leisure, transport, tourism, 
marine renewable energy. The results of 
the interviews and art through watercolour 
illustrations created an accessible way for the 
public to show the importance the ocean has 
on their livelihoods and coastal communities. 

In August, we visited the ports of Dingle 
in County Kerry, Baltimore in County Cork, 
Kilmore Quay County Wexford and Howth 
in County Dublin where we interviewed 
fishermen, restaurateurs, shellfish producers, 
operators in the tourism sector and seafarers.  
The Welsh coastal communities were visited 
in October and included Isle of Anglesey, 
Bangor, Pwllheli, New Quay, Milford Haven 
and Pembrokeshire.  

Engaging with the people and industries 
dependant on the sea, the information 
gathered highlighted how they benefit from 
the ocean, their thoughts on climate change, 
and particularly how it was going to affect 
their lives and businesses. Stories reaffirmed 
the importance of the age-old relationship 
between people and the sea, noting that the 
sea is the life-blood which sustains these 
communities. Comments made by fishermen 
stated that “without the ocean, we wouldn’t 
have a living: it’s our only source of income in 
this rural part of Ireland”. 

The general consensus in both Ireland 
and Wales coastal communities was that 
climate change is happening. There was an 
acknowledgement and a realisation amongst 
the people interviewed that there was a 
real looming threat to their livelihoods. A 
local businessman from the Isle of Anglesey 
commented, “in the 38 years I’ve been 
working here, the road would have flooded 
twice a year. Now it floods much more often.” 

This project offered me an opportunity 
to engage with those living and working in 
coastal communities in a personal and hands-
on way. Growing up by the sea and being part 
of a family business in aquaculture, I felt an 
affinity with the people interviewed. It also 
brought home to me the effect that climate 
change could have in a ‘real sense’ showing 
how these effects could ripple through these 
communities. 

Róisín captured snapshots of these 
communities and their daily lives and 
said, “I felt privileged to sketch, at close 

quarters, people whose ingenuity has turned 
a potentially hostile ocean into a source of 
income. I hope that the same ingenuity will 
provide the answers to the challenges we’re 
facing with the effects of climate change.”

Linking science and art as a mechanism to 
convey the importance of the ocean to coastal 
communities and the potential impacts of 
climate change on these communities will 
continue throughout 2019, where the project 
will feature at maritime festivals in Ireland 
and Wales. This will enable us to continue the 
dialogue with these coastal communities and 
what the future holds. 

The BlueFish project is funded by The 
Ireland Wales 2014-2020 European Territorial 
Co- operation (ETC) Programme. The 
purpose of this maritime programme is 
to connect organisations, businesses and 
communities on the West coast of Wales with 
the South- East coast of Ireland. 

To find out more about the Bluefish project 
please visit: http://www.bluefishproject.com/

By Sharon Sugrue,
Scientific & Technical Officer, 
Marine Institute, Galway.

Capturing the Importance of the Ocean for Irish 
and Welsh Coastal Communities through Art

Oyster and mussel seed, Cromane, Co Kerry

Mussel boats, Bangor, Wales

Images By Róisín Curé

http://www.bluefishproject.com/
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W hen the UK 
government 
notified the 
EU Council of 

Ministers of its decision to 
initiate the procedure for a 
withdrawal from the EU on 
29 March 2017, many UK 
fishermen had high hopes 
for their trade. Reportedly, 
a vast majority of them had 
cast their ballot in favour of 
Brexit in the referendum. 
The expectation, fuelled by 
the leave campaign, was that 
Brexit would finally reverse 
the imbalance in fisheries 
access under the EU’s 
Common Fisheries Policy, 
that they perceive. In a study 
of the international legal 
framework that will apply 
to EU/UK fisheries after 
Brexit published earlier this 
month, I found that these 
expectations were based on 
fundamental misconceptions 
of the proponents of 
Brexit. However, these 

MCM Insurance Brokers Limited - 
Specialist broker to the Irish fishing sector.

 Contact our experts:
Ballina office on - 096 72977

MCM Insurance Brokers Ltd. are regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

ON THE LEGALITIES OF A POST-BREXIT SEA
 By Valentin J. Schatz
Research Associate, 
Chair of International 

Law of the Sea 
and International 

Environmental Law 
(Professor Alexander 
Proelss), Faculty of 
Law, University of 

Hamburg, Hamburg, 
Germany, 

valentin.schatz@
uni-hamburg.de

relative stability leads to 
significantly more access 
(both in terms of volume 
and economic value) for 
fishing vessels from other 
EU member states in UK 
waters than for UK vessels 
in the waters of these states. 
After the Brexit referendum, 
the UK government was 
quick in promising that the 
UK would “take back control 
of its waters” including its 
fisheries. Indeed, there is no 
legal obligation of the UK 
to accept relative stability in 
the future. It could push for 
the adoption of alternative 
allocation keys based on the 
distribution of fish stocks 
such as “zonal attachment”.

Another aspect of EU 
law that has been subject 
to criticism in the UK (and 
elsewhere) for a long time is 
the effect of the freedom of 
establishment on ownership 
and operation of fishing 
vessels registered in a 
coastal EU member state. It 
allows nationals of other EU 
member states to own and 
operate fishing vessels in the 
UK and to have a share in 
the UK’s quota. This “quota 
hopping” could be more 
effectively prevented by the 
UK after Brexit – but only 
if the future relationship 
with the EU does no longer 
contain the freedom of 
establishment in its current 
form.

In its Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) of up to 200 
nautical miles from the 
coastal baselines, the UK 
has sovereign and therefore 
exclusive rights to fisheries. 
Despite the leave campaign’s 
narrative, this fundamental 
allocation of rights remained 
unaffected by the Common 
Fisheries Policy. The UK has 
been subject to the Common 
Fisheries Policy since its 
accession to the (then) 
EEC on 1 January 1973. The 
international legal concept 
of the EEZ only emerged a 
little later in the 1970s and 
the UK declared its own 
exclusive fisheries zone of 
200 nautical miles in 1976. 
Looked at in this way, this 
means that the UK’s EEZ 
has never not been subject 

misconceptions were only 
partly related to fisheries 
law. They were mostly based 
on a lack of understanding 
of the broader political and 
legal context in which Brexit 
takes place.

Under the Common 
Fisheries Policy, the 
principle of equal access 
ensures that vessels of all 
EU member states can 
access all EU waters with 
the exception of waters 
within 12 nautical miles from 
the coastal baselines. The 
actual allocation of fishing 
opportunities, such as quotas 
or fishing effort, is based on 
“relative stability”, which 
provides for an allocation 
of fishing opportunities 
based on historical catches 
of EU Member States for 
existing fish stocks, using 
the catches of these States 
between 1973–1978 as 
baseline. It is undeniable 
that an application of 

to the CFP, and thus in this 
sense it is not entirely true 
that those waters have been 
taken.

Nonetheless, it is true 
that the general rules of 
international fisheries law 
under the 1982 United 
Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea that will 
apply post-Brexit favour 
the position of the UK. 
According to these rules, 
absent a surplus of UK 
fisheries that cannot be 
taken by the UK’s national 
fleet, the UK would be under 
no obligation to continue 
to grant other states access 
to its fisheries. And even 
if such a surplus existed, 
foreign fishing could be 
gradually phased out – and 
own capacities increased. 
The UK would also have 
considerable discretion is 
selecting the states to which 
it would grant access. It 
could, for example, choose 
Norway over the EU simply 
because Norway might be 
able to trade quotas of stocks 
in which the UK’s fishing 
industry might be interested. 
However, it would be 
politically wise, and in line 
with past international 
practice, to make sure that 
any transition towards less 
access for EU vessels (and 
vice versa) is a gradual one 
that enables the fishing 
industry to adapt.

The UK would also have 
to honour its bilateral and 
multilateral fisheries access 
agreements, but these are 
only of limited economic 
importance. Firstly, they 
include the voisinage 
agreements with France 
and Ireland, although the 
latter agreement’s future is 
unclear due to opposition in 
Ireland. Secondly, in order 
to prevent a reactivation 
of the 1964 London 
Fisheries Convention (LFC) 
post-Brexit, the UK has 
denounced that convention 
on 3 July 2017. However, as 
this denunciation will only 
take effect on 2 July 2019, 
in case of a hard Brexit, the 
LFC (and any fisheries access 
arrangements under it) 
would be revived for about 

mailto:valentin.schatz@uni-hamburg.de
mailto:valentin.schatz@uni-hamburg.de
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two months. If the UK refuses to grant 
such access, it would hypothetically be 
possible to take the UK to arbitration 
under the provisions of the LFC. After 
2 July 2019, the LFC will continue to 
apply among its remaining parties, 
although in that respect it plays no 
role of its own. As the parties to the 
LFC are all EU member states, and 
as the access arrangements under 
the LFC have been incorporated 
into EU law, the LFC does no longer 
regulate fisheries access between 
EU member states. Finally, claims to 
historic fishing rights by EU members 
states such as Belgium or Denmark 
have no foundation in contemporary 
international fisheries law at least 
insofar as they relate to the UK’s EEZ.

In my opinion most importantly, and 
often underestimated in the media, 
the UK and the EU have obligations 
to cooperate in the conservation and 
management of their shared fish 
stocks, of which there are plenty. This 

presents an enormous challenge that 
should not be underestimated and the 
EU’s own recent fisheries disputes with 
Norway and the Faroe Islands should 
serve as a reminder of this.

Now that Brexit is imminent, after 
two years of negotiations and political 
turmoil, fishermen from both Britain 
and the EU have seen a picture emerge 
that differs significantly from the 
original promises of proponents of 
Brexit. Inevitably, the UK has made 
considerable concessions in the 
prospective withdrawal agreement. 
It agreed to apply the rules on the 
allocation of fishing opportunities 
under the Common Fisheries Policy 
during the transitional period. In a 
next step, the UK would negotiate 
a new fisheries agreement with the 
EU in order to regulate their future 
fisheries relationship – in particular 
with respect to shared fish stocks. 
UK officials have also made promises 
to EU members states that there will 

continue to be at least some access to 
UK fisheries in the future. At this stage, 
however, the withdrawal agreement 
has not gained parliamentary support. 
The truth is that formal negotiations 
towards a new fisheries agreement 
have not even started. When I visited 
the European Commission’s fisheries 
department (DG Mare) in November 
2018, they had only just begun to 
draft a proposal for an agreement 
that could serve as a starting point 
for negotiations after the transition 
period. Unless Theresa May manages to 
organise a majority for an acceptance 
of the withdrawal agreement, a hard 
Brexit will take place on 12 April 2019. 
There will be no transition period. Nor 
will there be significant cooperative 
arrangements in the field of fisheries. 
Instead, both sides have already 
prepare unilateral measures aimed at 
securing at least some stability. This 
outcome is dangerous both for the 
fishing industry and the conservation 
of European fish stocks.

Arguably, the main error of the 
Brexiteers lies in the portrayal of 
fisheries as an isolated issue and thus 
as a prominent example of an issue in 
which the UK could seemingly only 
win. This assumption could not be 
more wrong. It was always clear that 
the future economic relationship of 
the UK with the EU would require a 
“package deal” and that the favourable 
position of the UK in the fisheries 
issue was a bargaining chip in the 
broader withdrawal negotiations. 
Despite their importance for certain 
coastal communities, fisheries are a 
comparably minor sector of the UK’s 
overall economy. It was equally clear 
that EU member states with important 
fishing interests in EU waters, such 
as Spain or the Netherlands, could – 
and would – use their veto power in 
the EU in the negotiations in order 
to safeguard the interests of their 
own fishing industries. Finally, the 
EU is not obliged to give the UK the 
same trading conditions, including 
tariffs and non-tariff trade barriers 
for fish products, after Brexit. In 
order to secure reasonable overall 
conditions for the UK fishing industry, 
concessions have to made. The obvious 
conclusion is that, in a globalised 
world with a multilateral legal order, 
no simple solutions exist – and all 
actors need to cooperate in order to 
achieve common goals. Fisheries are no 
exception. 

The full paper can be found online:
Valentin J. Schatz, “The International 

Legal Framework for Post-Brexit EEZ 
Fisheries Access between the United 
Kingdom and the European Union”, 
International Journal of Marine 
and Coastal Law, 2019, https://doi.
org/10.1163/15718085-23343067.

https://doi.org/10.1163/15718085-23343067
https://doi.org/10.1163/15718085-23343067
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UK NEWS 

Following the departure 
of George Eustice 
from his post, Robert 
Goodwill has taken 

over as Minister of State 
at the Department of the 
Environment, Food and Rural 
Affairs (Defra). 

Eustice resigned late last 
February in protest over 
Theresa May’s decision to 
allow a vote in the House of 
Commons on delaying Brexit, 
stating in his resignation 
letter that he feared the vote 
would “lead to a series of 
events culminating in the 
EU dictating the terms of 
any extension requested and 
the final humiliation of our 

New UK Minister for Fisheries
country”.

His replacement, 
Goodwill, who has a personal 
background in agriculture, 
was first elected to the 
European Parliament in 
1999, before being elected 
Conservative MP for 
Scarborough and Whitby 
in 2005. He has previously 
held appointments in the 
Department of Education, 
The Department of Transport 
and the Department of 
Immigration. 

Commenting on his latest 
position, the new Fisheries 
Minister said: “As a farmer 
myself, I know first-hand the 
opportunities that leaving 

the EU presents to improve 
our food production while 
delivering the public goods 
that people want to see.

“I’m also fully aware of 
the significance of Brexit 
for fisheries as we take back 
control of our waters and 
become an independent 
coastal state, creating a 
sustainable, profitable fishing 
industry for all of the UK.

“I am joining Defra at a 
critical time for our food, 
farming and fishing industries 
and am excited to have 
the opportunity to steer 
our historic Fisheries and 
Agriculture Bills through 
Parliament.” Minister Robert Goodwill

As Remote Electronic 
Monitoring (REM) 
increasingly 
becomes a feature 

of fisheries management, 
including the management 
of inshore vessels, the 
National Federation of 
Fishermen’s Organisation 
(NFFO) has warned that 
recent experience suggests 
that if implemented in the 
wrong way, these systems 
could lead to a range of 
problems, including false 
prosecutions based on VMS 
evidence and computer-
based enforcement.

The statement comes 
following the launch last 
February of a consultation 
on the introduction of 
mandatory electronic catch 
monitoring for the under-
10m sector in England 
and Wales. A consultation 
on the introduction of an 
Inshore Vessel Monitoring 
Systems system (I-VMS) for 
the under-12m sector was 
held last autumn. 

 
Remote control 
enforcement

In their statement, the 
NFFO have argued that 

NFFO on electronic monitoring — surveillance 
or partnership?

the approach taken to the 
rollout of these systems is 
critical and depending on 
the route taken, could lead 
to “an alienating and remote 
control form of enforcement” 
with likely implications in 
terms of severely curtailed 
operations, putting the safety 
of those at sea at risk, and 
erroneous prosecutions. 

In making their claim, the 
organisation has highlighted 
that beyond showing 
the position, speed and 
heading of a vessel—each 
of which may be explained 
by legitimate reasons that 
do not entail fishing—the 
technological capabilities 
of VMS and EMS remain 
limited in terms of verifying 
any kind of fishing is actually 
taking place. 

Though currently being 
heralded as a monitoring and 
enforcement tool, the NFFO 
has urged that on account 
of these technological 
limitations these systems 
are currently incapable of 
providing concrete evidence. 
Thus, they argue, any 
information gathered via 
these should not be used 
alone as definitive. 

The organisation has 

also made the case that 
the ongoing rollout of 
these systems alongside 
the increasingly spatialised 
nature of management 
has not been accompanied 
by adequate assistance or 
provision of information 
to skippers that would help 
them to navigate these new 
measures. 

Partnership building 

Seeking an approach 
that avoids the above 
scenario, the NFFO has 
called for an alternative 
built on partnership, trust 
and cooperation between 
management and industry. 
Their statement reads: 

“In an environment that 
is inherently uncertain 
and data and knowledge 
expensive to obtain, giving 
industry confidence to 
generate knowledge for 
the common good should 
underpin successful fisheries 
management policy to ensure 
that management measures 
are more practical, effective 
and sustainable.

“Developing a culture 
of cooperation will not be 
realised if electronic data is 

used within a shoot-first-
ask-questions-later style 
of enforcement, leaving 
it to the courts to do the 
questioning, and obliging 
small businesses, even if 
found innocent, to bear 
the stress and potentially 
crippling costs of defending 
themselves. 

“Such an approach will 
only serve to generate 
distrust and an “us and 
them” culture, persuading 
industry that it should only 
ever give the minimum 
information away and be 
continually looking over 
the shoulder so not to fall 
foul of the authorities.  
Trust built up can be easily 
lost.

“Getting to grips with 
how electronic monitoring 
data on fishing activities 
should be applied 
alongside other evidence 
in enforcement actions, 
and considering what 
constitutes sufficient 
evidence in order to justify 
a particular course of 
action is essential, and 
clarity is needed if the 
cooperative path between 
industry and managers is to 
be realised.”   
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In response to enquiries 
from the industry, 
Seafish has issued 
guidance for those 

importing and exporting 
seafood in the UK on how 
catch certificates and export 
health certificates (EHCs) 
would work under a no deal 
Brexit scenario. It is hoped 
that the guidance, which has 
been added to Seafish’s UK 
Seafood industry Guide—
Preparing your business for 
EU Exit—will provide for a 
certain degree of flexibility, 
on a temporary basis, in the 
event that the UK leaves the 
EU without a deal. 

According to the guidance, 

Seafish issues guidance on catch and health 
certificates 

for most consignments of 
wild-caught seafood imported 
from the EU or elsewhere and 
for direct landings of non-UK 
caught fish products, a catch 
certificate and supporting 
documents, validated by the 
country of export will be 
required. 

If the seafood being 
imported has been:

• stored: a storage 
document from 
the exporter will be 
required.

• processed: a processing 
statement from the 
exporter will be needed 
and be filled in by the 
processor and endorsed 

by the authority in the 
country of processing.  

To ensure efficient 
clearance of any 
consignment, the original 
paper catch certificate 
should be provided to the 
port of entry in advance 
or at the time of the 
consignment’s arrival. If this 
is not possible, checking 
with the port of entry 
is advised: some ports 
may agree to release the 
consignment if supplied 
with electronic catch 
certificate documents, 
provided that hard copies of 
those documents follow.

Catch certificates will not 
be needed for:

• Aquaculture products
• Freshwater products
• Oysters, mussels, 

clams, scallops, abalone
• Fish sauce (CN code 

1603)
With respect to the Export 

Health Certificate (EHC) 
system, exporters can now 
apply for blocks of EHCs to be 
held by local authorities (LAs) 
or Official Veterinarians (OVs) 
ready for export, as needed. 

For further information see, 
https://www.seafish.org/article/
preparing-your-business-for-eu-
exit.

Skipper Andrew Locker, of the 
well-known Whitby Locker 
fishing family, will step into 
the shoes of Cornish skipper 

Andrew Pascoe next year as the next 
Chairman of the NFFO. 

Commenting on Andrew’s election 
Barrie Deas, Chief Executive of 
the NFFO said, “We are fortunate 
to have a pool of leadership talent 
within the Federation to draw on. 
Andrew will make an excellent 
Chairman, when the time comes. 
Nothing is more important in the 
current circumstances, than having 
wise counsel and guidance at the 
top of the NFFO in its dealings with 
government.”

Andrew, who currently runs 
the shore-based side of the family 
company, Locker Trawlers, has a 
wealth of experience and is heavily 
involved in training and quota 
management in his capacity as 

New Chairman for NFFO
Chairman of the East of England Fish 
Producers Organisation. 

On his election Andrew said, “I feel 
honoured to have been elected to this 
vitally important role, at this crucial 
time in our industry’s history. I will 
use all of my abilities to repay the 
confidence that has been invested in 
me. The NFFO’s membership is broad 
and diverse, reflecting the industry 
that it serves, and I personally feel 
that it is important that every part 
of it has an opportunity to shape its 
future.”

He went on to say, “ I am 
extremely fortunate to be following 
in the footsteps of experienced 
hands such as Tony Delahunty and 
Andrew Pascoe, and I have a year as 
Chairman-elect, before I step up to 
the hot seat. I know, professionally, 
how important training and 
experience is, and so I will be using 
this period well.”

http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=FcQ5do3Mtm%2F2JnP%2FxXFcY%2BL9mOkU%2Fad4G7kfqxVfSdkEEq1vNf2gy5BPVPzNdnuGd1G2Jv1jsuIrJz8bZK9we6gZzwhDdjsEfVz5nNpbXzylDm%2FiEV8YDYpsVhxrMf%2BK&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seafish.org%2Farticle%2Fpreparing-your-business-for-eu-exit&I=20190322142839.00000128dec9%40mail6-41-usnbn1&X=MHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVjOTRmMTE0ZDIyYzBhNzQ4YTY2OTczMTs%3D&S=Isl8z4m2H7dlnZ8pFynXQU1iliQCajQw3_W_Y-FjIRA
http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=FcQ5do3Mtm%2F2JnP%2FxXFcY%2BL9mOkU%2Fad4G7kfqxVfSdkEEq1vNf2gy5BPVPzNdnuGd1G2Jv1jsuIrJz8bZK9we6gZzwhDdjsEfVz5nNpbXzylDm%2FiEV8YDYpsVhxrMf%2BK&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seafish.org%2Farticle%2Fpreparing-your-business-for-eu-exit&I=20190322142839.00000128dec9%40mail6-41-usnbn1&X=MHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVjOTRmMTE0ZDIyYzBhNzQ4YTY2OTczMTs%3D&S=Isl8z4m2H7dlnZ8pFynXQU1iliQCajQw3_W_Y-FjIRA
http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=FcQ5do3Mtm%2F2JnP%2FxXFcY%2BL9mOkU%2Fad4G7kfqxVfSdkEEq1vNf2gy5BPVPzNdnuGd1G2Jv1jsuIrJz8bZK9we6gZzwhDdjsEfVz5nNpbXzylDm%2FiEV8YDYpsVhxrMf%2BK&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.seafish.org%2Farticle%2Fpreparing-your-business-for-eu-exit&I=20190322142839.00000128dec9%40mail6-41-usnbn1&X=MHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVjOTRmMTE0ZDIyYzBhNzQ4YTY2OTczMTs%3D&S=Isl8z4m2H7dlnZ8pFynXQU1iliQCajQw3_W_Y-FjIRA
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The Scottish Government 
has launched a national 
discussion paper setting 

out a vision for the future of 
Scotland’s fisheries and their 
management. The discussion 
document was launched by 
Fisheries Secretary Fergus 
Ewing last month, and over 
the coming months fishing 
communities and stakeholders 
will be asked for input on that 
vision. 

An in-depth nationwide 
discussion

The document, which 
seeks to kick start an in-depth 
nationwide discussion, builds 
on the dialogue on the Future 
of Fisheries Management in 
Scotland that was launched 
in 2017 during which a 
number of key themes were 
identified. Among these were 
the need for better evidence 
to inform the setting of 
fishing opportunities, a more 
workable discards policy, an 
appropriate way of allocating 
any increased post-Brexit 
fishing opportunities, and an 
increased focus on inshore 
fisheries–each of which are 
addressed within the text 
of the document, alongside 
others.  

A post-Brexit, post-CFP 
future

Explicitly positioned in 
the context of Brexit and 
envisioning a post-Brexit, 
post-CFP, independent coastal 
state scenario, the document 
recognises the significant 
changes that this scenario will 
entail for Scottish fisheries 
and lays out a number of 
proposals. In doing so, it 
does, however, iterate the 
Government’s commitment 
to delivering “evidence-based” 
management, recognises 
Scotland’s international 
“fisheries specific obligations” 
and indicates a commitment 
to meeting international 
targets. 

Espousing a commitment 
to adaptive co-management 
throughout, among the 
key priorities laid out for 
discussion are: 

• Ensuring that access 
to Scottish waters and 

SCOTLAND NEWS 
Imagining the future of Scottish fisheries

fishing opportunities is 
not traded away by the 
UK Government. In this 
respect, the document 
calls for a lead role for 
Scotland in any future 
access negotiations, 
highlighting that with 
60% of the UK’s total 
European waters, the 
Scottish fishing zone is 
the fourth largest core 
of European waters, 
placing Scotland in a 
strong position regarding 
negotiations with the EU 
and in a critical position 
with respect to the 
envisaged future annual 
negotiations which will 
take place once the UK 
leaves the CFP. 

• Continuing the use of 
Total Allowable Catch 
(TACs) as a primary 
stock management 
tool in future. Though 
the possible merits 
of an effort system 
are considered and 
it is indicated that in 
some instances effort 
based management 
may be appropriate, 
a commitment to the 
retention of quotas is 
made. The document 
also indicates that the 
introduction of quotas 

for some non-TAC 
species, for example, 
shellfish may be 
considered. 

• Ensuring that Scottish 
fishing quota is in the 
hands of active Scottish 
fishermen. Although 
a commitment to 
maintaining the FQA 
system in place is stated, 
the paper indicates that 
improvements could be 
made here, for example, 
by “establishing criteria 
on persons able to hold 
quota” and considering 
“broadening the pool 
of quota management 
organisations”. Alongside 
this, a commitment to 
ending quota speculation 
is espoused, though the 
document is thin on 
specific details to this 
end. 

• Supporting the principle 
of a discard ban but 
working with stakeholders 
to put a more workable 
approach in place. Here 
the document calls for 
a “sensible approach” to 
minimising discards and 
a policy which addresses 
the current challenges of 
the Landing Obligation. 
The document 

further states that the 
Government “will not 
tolerate a situation” 
where the fleet “is 
prevented from fishing 
because pragmatic 
solutions to choke 
problems were ignored”. 
Quota ringfencing is 
suggested, “to help 
fishers to operate legally 
within such a system, as 
well as using it to reward 
and/or incentivise best 
practice in innovative 
fishing techniques or 
methods.”

• Supporting new entrants 
by creating additional 
licenses and quota. 
The Government will 
seek to support new 
entrants via “prioritising 
funding, ensuring access 
to appropriate fishing 
opportunities and 
associated licences, and 
additional support such 
as business advice to 
support new entrants to 
become established.” In 
line with existing fishing 
opportunities, “creative 
ways” will be sought 
to provide additional 
licences and quota 
(on a non-FQA basis) 
to assist new entrants 
across all segments of 

Fraserburgh Harbour.
Image by Eugene Rutter
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the sector. In the event 
that additional fishing 
opportunities arise some 
of these will be allocated 
as a matter of priority 
to incentivising new 
entrants. At least half 
of any additional quota 
should be distributed 
separately from the FQA 
system.

• Pressing the UK 
Government to introduce 
a new work permit system 
to secure sustainable 
labour supply for the 
fishing industry. In this 
respect, the dependence 
of the Scottish fishing 
industry and seafood 
sector on non-UK labour 
is highlighted, and calls 
for the continuation of 
free movement of labour 
from the EU following 
the UK’s exit are made. 
The vulnerabilities that 
existing UK employment 
law and immigration 
rules create for non-
EEA workers are also 
highlighted and a call 
is made for a “rethink” 
of “the UK immigration 
system to design a new 
regional approach”.  

• Further developing 
inshore management. 
Among the discussion 
points raised with respect 
to the inshore sector are 
the introduction of new 
legislation to improve 
inshore management, 
formalising the role of 
the existing inshore 
regional groups, the 
introduction of REM 
for under-12m boats, 
and the consideration of 
closing of areas “where 
mobile gear bottom 
contact fishing will not 
be permitted.”

From informal discussion to 
formal consultation

Launching the paper in 
Orkney, Mr Ewing stressed 
the importance of building on 
Scotland’s “rich fishing culture 
and heritage” in a manner was 
sustainable. He also stressed 
the importance of taking the 
inevitable changes to fisheries 
management and existing 
relations with “friends and 
colleagues from other seafaring 
nations” that would occur in the 
context of Brexit seriously. 

Ewing went on to state 
that Scotland would remain 

committed to its role “as a 
responsible and sustainable 
manager” and that it was 
vital that “everyone involved 
in fishing has their say in the 
process” of shaping future 
approaches to management. 

The publication of the 
discussion paper marks 
the beginning of a longer 
development process. It 
is envisaged that a formal 
consultation document will be 
published later this year and 
that ultimately any strategy 
which is developed will build on 
a number of the government’s 
already in place objectives and 
strategies, while improving 
on areas that “could benefit 
from a more tailored Scottish 
approach, including options 
for our future approach to 
discards.” Responses can be 
submitted either online or via 
post until 7th June 2019.

Further details can be found at 
https://consult.gov.scot/marine-
scotland/scottish-sea-fisheries-
national-discussion-paper/ 

Alternatively, written responses 
can be sent to: 

Scottish Government 
Sea Fisheries Division, 
Future Fisheries Management 
Discussion Paper, Victoria Quay, 
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 

The Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation (SFF) 
has called on MPs 

to “reflect the desire of 
the voting public” and do 
everything in their “power 
to ensure a better future” for 
the UK seafood industry. 

With the UK’s Brexit 
deadline looming, the appeal 
was made by SFF leader, 
Bertie Armstrong, in a letter 
to MPs late last month. In 
the letter, Mr Armstrong 
called on MPs (as they 
scrambled in disagreement 
as to how Brexit should 
move forward) to recognise 
the benefits that Brexit 
and leaving the Common 
Fisheries Policy (CFP) would 
bring for the industry.

In the letter sent to all 
650 MPS, Mr Armstrong 
stated that: “Ever since the 
people’s vote to leave the 
European Union, the major 
federations representing 
the UK seafood industry 

SFF Brexit appeal to MPs

have been campaigning for 
the considerable benefits of 
becoming an independent 
coastal state. It is an 
indisputable fact and perhaps 
the only Brexit issue which 
unites all sides.” 

Alluding to the implications 
of ongoing uncertainty for the 
industry, amidst the chaos in 
Westminster, Mr Armstrong 
said: “All of us in the fishing 
industry, on land and at sea, 
need certainty. Leaving the 
Common Fisheries Policy 
will enable us to elevate the 

www.lerwick-harbour.co.uk
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UK onto the world stage 
as a sustainable seafood 
harvesting and marketing 
nation, introduce coherent 
environmental management, 
enhance food production and 
create more jobs”. 

In conclusion he stated: 
“Whatever the outcome of 
voting in the immediate 
future it must allow us to plan 
for life beyond Brexit, and, 
at long last, to grasp the sea 
of opportunity which now 
lies tantalising just over the 
horizon.”

Bertie Armstrong SFF
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Cod on ice

SHETLAND NEWS By Peter Johnson and Hans J Marter / Shetland News

SCOTTISH fisheries secretary 
Fergus Ewing has launched a 
discussion paper on the future of 
fishing in Scotland.

Among the “key priorities” outlined 
in the discussion paper are making 
sure Scottish waters and fishing 
opportunities are not “traded away by 
the UK government”, and urging the 
introduction of a new work permit 
system to secure sustainable labour 
supply for fishing industry.

The paper also prioritises continuing 
the use of Total Allowable Catch (TACs) 
as the primary stock management tool 
and tweaking the discard ban to make it 
more workable. 

It says that Scottish fishing quota 
is in the hands of active Scottish 
fishermen and additional licenses and 
quota should be created to support new 
entrants.

“Brexit will inevitably bring changes in 
the way in which we manage our fisheries 

and also the relationships which we will 
have with our friends and colleagues from 
other seafaring nations,” Ewing said.

“Whatever the future holds, Scotland’s 
role as a world-leading fisheries nation, 
and as a responsible and sustainable 

manager of this important natural 
resource, will continue.” 

The discussion paper can be 
downloaded at https://www.gov.scot/
publications/national-discussion-paper-
future-fisheries-management-scotland/

SHETLAND fishermen 
have rebutted scientific 
advice that led to 
a reduction in the 

2019 mackerel catch and a 
suspension of the fish from 
the Marine Stewardship 
Council’s label of approval.

Shetland Fishermen’s 
Association executive officer 
Simon Collins said that the 
massive investment by local 
fishermen in new vessels was 
a far more accurate indicator 
of mackerel stock health 
than science and even the 
European Commission had 
treated it with caution.

Collins said that talks with 
fishermen, European officials 

Flawed science led to the MSC decision to drop mackerel

Post-Brexit fishing discussion

and scientists themselves 
suggested the latest 
methodology employed by 
the International Council for 
the Exploration of the Seas 
(ICES) was widely recognised 
as profoundly flawed.

The Commission, no friend 
of the fishing industry, had 
been drawn to reduce an 
ICES indicative figure for a 
mackerel total allowable catch 
cut of over 40 per cent to 20 
per cent.

Collins said: “We are not 
happy with this situation 
– it’s absurd. The industry 
would not be investing so 
heavily if they did not see 
masses of fish in the sea.”

“We are confident this is 
a temporary situation but 
this raises a serious question 
around the science of 
mackerel”.

Fishermen, he said, 
were seeing huge marks of 
mackerel in the sea, whereas 
scientists receive a very 
blinkered picture of the 
situation on the grounds.

He said that the scientific 
error was just the latest in a 
string of instances where the 
assessments on fish stocks – 
notable instances included 
saithe and haddock – had 
been reversed and quotas 
greatly increased after a year 

or two of stinging cuts.
But the MSC has suspended 

all mackerel from its 
blue label programme – 
supposedly a guide to the 
public about what fish are 
sustainably caught.

A statement on its website 
said: “Mackerel caught on or 
after 2 March 2019 cannot 
be sold as MSC certified or 
bear the blue MSC label as 
all mackerel fisheries are 
currently suspended from 
our program. You may still 
find MSC labelled mackerel in 
shops as previously certified 
product is already in the 
supply chain.”

Collins said he expected 
this to be a temporary 
measure until the mackerel 
science had been reviewed. 
He did not think the MSC’s 
decision would have much 
effect on the markets for 
Shetland caught fish which 
were more interested in fish 
quality.

And he said that the flawed 
science that informed the 
actions of a private company 
(the MSC) was reality checked 
by the hard, commercial 
decisions of the fishing fleet.

Orkney and Shetland 
MP Alistair Carmichael 
meanwhile said the 
controversial deal that 

allowed Faroese vessels to 
catch 30 per cent of their 
quota in UK waters should be 
reopened.

He said that the MSC’s 
“sustainable status” decision 
was based on what the 
organisation said was “years 
of overfishing” which have 
driven stocks “to the brink of 
collapse”.

According to figures quoted 
by Carmichael, the mackerel 
stock has fallen from 4.79 
million tonnes in 2011 to 2.75 
million tonnes last year.

Carmichael added: “This 
worrying move by the MSC 
should be a wake-up call for 
the EU Commission and the 
UK Government to re-open 
the deal on mackerel with the 
Faroese. That deal allows the 
Faroese fishing fleet to take 30 
per cent of their quota from 
UK waters. It is no longer a 
sustainable deal.

“Mackerel is an important 
stock for our pelagic industry 
so the loss of sustainable 
status will be disappointing 
for the local economy.

“It may be recoverable in 
early course but that is not 
really the point.  Fishermen 
have been saying for years 
that the deal was not 
sustainable. That can no 
longer be denied.”

Simon Collins SFA

Beryl being towed in to Lerwick by Fairway. Photo Charlie Umphray

https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-discussion-paper-future-fisheries-management-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-discussion-paper-future-fisheries-management-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-discussion-paper-future-fisheries-management-scotland/
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THE SHETLAND 
seafood and haulage 
industries have 
expressed their 

frustration with Transport 
Scotland after a request for a 
dedicated daily Shetland to 
Aberdeen freight service has 
been ignored.

Stewart Building 
Transport Group (SBTG) 
said that the government 
agency’s continued lack of 
understanding Shetland’s 
specific transport needs 
“seriously inhibit(s)” the 
industry’s future growth 
potential.

Transport Scotland said in 
response that they “disagreed 
with the portrayal of the 
tender.”

Last week the agency 
published the tender 
documents for the next 

northern isles ferry lifeline 
contract, which will be 
awarded later this year to one 
of three bidders.

SBTG, a stakeholder’s 
consultation forum 
representing the various 
sectors of the isles £350 
million seafood industry as 
well as haulage companies, 
has been involved in detailed 
discussions with Transport 
Scotland for many months 
with the aim to secure a 
dedicated freight service for 
Shetland.

In September last year over 
£2 million worth of fresh fish 
was left behind on Lerwick’s 
quayside because there wasn’t 
enough space on the ferries.

But to the disappointment 
of local politicians and many 
seafood producers, the tender 
documents only specify that 

18 slots will have to be made 
available for time-sensitive 
products on board the 
passenger ferries.

Seafood Shetland chief 
executive Ruth Henderson 
is calling on the government 
to reconsider, even at this 
late stage in the process, 
and described Transport 
Scotland’s failure to deliver 
an adequate freight service as 
“shameful”. 

“It is extremely frustrating 
that after all the work 
that has been done, the 
procurement team at 
Transport Scotland still 
lacks both an understanding 
of the current freight 
requirements and the vision 
to accommodate the boost in 
freight activity that is set to 
take place over the coming 
months and years,” she said.

Henderson added that 
competing for the 18 dedicated 
slots with supermarket 
deliveries and other urgent 
freight consignments would 
create difficulty for the ferry 
operator as to what takes 
priority.  

“It is clear that the 
passenger service is 
heavily supported by the 
commercial success of the 
freight operation. Without 
such support, Transport 
Scotland would be looking 
at much heavier subsidies on 
the passenger service,” she 
continued.

“Yet the scant regard for 

REGIONAL News

AN ICONIC local fishing boat that 
is beyond repair after being left 
to rot at Hay’s Dock in Lerwick 
will be broken up over the coming 

weeks.
The Nil Desperandum was gifted to 

Shetland Amenity Trust by the late James 
(Pinkie) Wiseman in 2010, in the hope, 
the trust would do her up and display the 
72-year-old fishing boat as part of Shetland 
Museum and Archives’ collection of local 
boats.

Built for the Ministry of Defence in 1947, 
the wooden vessel was purchased by the 
Wiseman family in 1951 and used for fishing 
the local waters for the next half a century.

Trust chief executive Mat Roberts said 
on Tuesday that the challenges of keeping 
her afloat and in good repair were beyond 
the trust’s financial abilities.“Sadly she was 
left to decay and by 2010 was in a perilous 
condition. At that point the owners 
donated her to the Shetland Amenity Trust 
who, working with volunteers, attempted 
to stem the damage,” Roberts said. 

“Unfortunately, the costs and challenges 

of keeping her afloat were too great 
and options were sought for repair and 
shoreside storage.” 

 The contract to remove her from Hay’s 
Dock has been awarded to Garrick Bros. 

Ltd, which will carry out the work over the 
next few weeks depending on tides. Her 
timbers will be salvaged and donated to a 
local artist and a local furniture maker to 
be ‘up-cycled’.

Nil Desperandum to be scrapped Post-Brexit fishing discussion

Shetland seafood industry furious with Transport Scotland
this is evident in a tender 
document that runs to some 
53 pages, but covers time 
sensitive freight in a single 
paragraph. 

“It is shameful that as our 
seafood sector continues to 
thrive and grow, and the new 
fish markets come online, we 
will be seriously inhibited by 
Transport Scotland’s failure 
to deliver an adequate freight 
service.

“We ask Transport 
Scotland, as a matter of 
urgency, how the current 
proposals were arrived 
at, and, even at this late 
stage, request the agency to 
reconsider.”

A spokesman for Transport 
Scotland responded by 
saying: “We have undertaken 
extensive consultation with 
local communities and key 
stakeholders, including 
Shetland’s seafood industry, 
and Shetland Islands Council 
in the two years leading up to 
the tender being issued.   

“We believe the tender will 
deliver the best possible ferry 
service that meets the needs of 
the communities of Shetland 
and provide value for money 
to the taxpayer. 

“The next contract will 
allow flexibility so that, where 
resources allow, it will make 
it possible to potentially add 
additional tonnage, new 
routes and sailings to best 
reflect prevailing market 
conditions.”

 Ruth Henderson

Nil Desperandum
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ORKNEY NEWS By Craig Taylor

Orkney creel boat owner Martin Foulis pictured with John Fulton RNLI fishing 
safety co-ordinator for Scotland

The Aalskere

MAN OVERBOARD 
RECOVERY SYSTEM 
DEMONSTRATION 

n A safety event aimed at 
helping to prevent loss of 
life at sea if someone goes 
overboard from a fishing boat 
took place in Kirkwall Harbour 
recently. John Fulton, RNLI 
Fishing Safety co-ordinator for 
Scotland, travelled to Orkney 
to hold the demonstration 
highlighting the importance 
of having a means to quickly 
recover crew who have 
accidentally gone overboard. 
When dealing with very cold 
water temperatures, having 
such a system in place can 
mean the difference between 
life and death.

Around 20 people turned up 
to watch the demonstration 
which took place onboard the 
local creel boat Alison Marie 
owned by Martin Foulis. 
Andrew Livingstone, Marine 
Scotland Compliance’s fishery 
officer, who is also on the 
Kirkwall RNLI Lifeboat crew, 
volunteered to go over the 
side, and try out different 
methods of getting back on 
board, including two different 
ladders, one made by Mr 
Fulton’s team, one by Mr 
Foulis, and another simple 
method using two tyres tied 
together.

Mr Fulton, himself a 
fisherman based in Ayrshire, 
highlighted a recent change 
in legislation that states that 
every fishing vessel now has to 
have a man overboard recovery 
system in place, that has been 
tried, tested and works. He 
explained: “I am here to make 
fishermen aware of the need 
of a man overboard recovery 
system that is rigged and 
ready to go, as if, god forbid, 

someone goes in the water 
and you have nothing in place, 
those extra minutes to get 
something in place and get 
them out can be the difference 
between life and death.”

Mr Fulton added the system 
put in place can be as simple 
as a hand-made rope ladder, 
or tyres tied together which 
can be rigged in a way that 
they can be used if needed. 
He also encouraged fishermen 
to share their own systems 
with the RNLI, stating that if 
these were an improvement 
on existing systems they 
could share them as they visit 
other ports, and highlighting 
that the team could supply 
a specially developed bag to 
fishermen to hold the self-
made man overboard ladders. 
For further details, John can 
be contacted via email: john_
fulton@rnli.org.uk

Fiona Matheson, Secretary 
of the Orkney Fisheries 
Association, was pleased 
that Mr Fulton could come 
to Orkney to carry out the 
demonstration and with 
the turnout of fishermen 
to the demonstration. She 
said, “it was good to see so 
many of them talking among 
themselves about the issue 
being raised and what works 
best for them.”

NEW AALSKERE TAKES 
SHAPE IN POLAND

n WORK is progressing on 
Orkney’s newest whitefish 
trawler, which is presently 
under construction in Poland. 
The new Aalskere has been 
designed by Ove Kristensen 
from Vestvaerftet in Denmark, 
who is overseeing the hull-
building at the Stal-Rem S.A. 
yard in Poland. After the hull 

goes in the water, she will be 
towed to Denmark and fitted 
out at Kynde and Toft in 
Thyboron. 

The partners in the boat are 
Iain Harcus, his wife Elizabeth, 
John Harcus (Iain’s father) and 
the Don Fishing Company 
Peterhead. The present 
Aalskere was built in 1997 in 
Poland. She is 34m long and 
8.7m wide. The new boat, a 
stern trawler, will be 35.2m 
long and 10.5m wide.

The Aalskere is skippered 
by Iain and William Brown, 
and this will continue until 
the new boat is ready to fish 
— then the crew of 18 (with 
eight or nine at sea at one 
time) will move on to the new 
boat and the current Aalskere 
will be put on the market. It 
is expected that the new boat 
will be ready to fish in early 
2020.

ST MARGARET’S HOPE 
PIER IS EXTENDED

n A NEW floating extension 
has recently been completed 
at St Margaret’s Hope Pier. 
The floating pier has been 
constructed from a steel flat 
top barge moored at right 
angles to the existing pier and 
provides approximately 20 
metres of additional length to 
the existing pier, an additional 
75 metres of berthing face for 
fishing, aquaculture and small 
workboats, and around 700 
m2 of open storage area. 

The pier extension comes 
as a result of a business 
development plan that 
St Margaret’s Hope Pier 
Trustees commissioned to 

investigate cost-effective 
ways to improve berthing and 
mooring facilities for users in 
the harbour at St Margaret’s 
Hope. The trustees were keen 
to take into account any future 
expansion by existing users 
and the potential to encourage 
new business and visitors to St 
Margaret’s Hope.

The floating extension 
to the fixed pier will 
accommodate the longer 
length of the new Pentland 
Ferries vessel, scheduled 
to be launched later this 
month. Orcades Marine 
Management Consultants 
Ltd based at Hatston were 
appointed as principal 
designers and project 
managers and the barge was 
sourced in the Netherlands 
and towed to Orkney by the 
multi-cat C-Fenna. The marine 
and shore works were carried 
out by Leask Marine Ltd.

The floating pier extension 
is a temporary arrangement 
and the additional berthing, 
storage and protection it 
provides to users of the 
harbour at St Margaret’s Hope 
will be evaluated over the next 
two years. Trust chairman 
Stan Groundwater said: “The 
floating pier extension has 
already proved its worth 
providing additional berthing 
and shelter for 11 vessels. 

“It has proven to be a steady 
and stable platform in the 
worst conditions experienced 
so far this winter, and 
combined with the other pier 
improvements we are making, 
we hope it will encourage 
more vessels to use the Hope 
Pier.”

mailto:john_fulton@rnli.org.uk%22 %5Ct %22_blank
mailto:john_fulton@rnli.org.uk%22 %5Ct %22_blank
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ISLE OF MAN NEWS By Michael Craine

SCALLOP FISHERIES

n A mixed month of endless 
gales meant that the main 
action by the fleet was towards 
the end of  February when 
the weather abated for a few 
days. This lull also attracted 
a number of visiting licensed 
scallopers to fish Manx 
waters–some for the first time 
this season. Prior to the lull in 
the weather boats fished the 
odd day, moving from port to 
port around the island, to try 
and work a lee. Some Manx 
scallopers, including Lynn 
Marie, PL178 and Alena CT145, 
ventured to Northern Ireland 
working north of Belfast 
Lough, another local scalloper 
sailed to southwest Scotland 
for little return for the crew’s 
efforts. Catches have dropped 
with many skippers happy to 
see a dozen bags at the end of 
the day. 

SCALLOPER ON FIRE

n Ramsey and Douglas 
lifeboats were launched on the 
morning of the 11th February 
to go to the aid of the Peel 
fishing boat Venture Again, 
PL 39 whose crew reported 
an engine room fire. Venture 
Again with two crewmen on 
board were 2.5 miles east of 
Maughold Head. Fortunately, 
the crew were able to 
extinguish the fire, but the 
vessel lost all power.  

Ramsey lifeboat was on 
the scene first and after 
establishing that the crew 
were okay,  the lifeboat took 
Venture Again in tow and 
headed towards Douglas as 
there was insufficient water 
in Ramsey harbour to berth. 
Meanwhile, Douglas lifeboat 
continued to steam northeast 
and rendezvoused with the 
two vessels, took over the 
tow and headed for Douglas 
with Venture Again, allowing 
Ramsey lifeboat to return 
north for her beach recovery.

LATEST ADDITION TO 
THE MANX FLEET

n The latest addition to 
the Manx potter and netter 
fleet is the 7.9 metre, maroon 
coloured catamaran Dycosa, 
DO 22 which is owned by 
Nicky Lewis, Peel. She is 
named after his sons - Dylan, 
Connor and Sammy. Dycosa 
replaces the single-hulled 
Manxman, DO22 which was 
sold to North Wales where she 
has been renamed  Nellie J II, 

BS562. 
Dycosa is powered by twin 

Selva 40xsr outboard engines, 
positioned on the stern 
quarters, giving a speed of 18 
knots but will be used at a 
more economical speed of 12 
knots. She will be used mainly 
for catching crabs, starting 
in April, using 500 creels 
supplied by Norscot Creels 
Ltd, Rosehearty, Scotland.  On 
her spacious aft open deck, 
she has a Solent Engineering, 
stainless ‘P’ bracket pot hauler, 
positioned on the starboard 
rail, forward under the shelter 
of the extended deckhouse. 
Catches will be sorted on an 
aluminium table.  Dycosa will 
be landing her crabs to Island 
Seafare, Port St Mary.

Dycosa joins Nicky Lewis’s 
other catamaran potters 
Manx Cat PL 2 built by 
Sutton Workboats, Newhaven 
for Nicky in 2006 and Free 
Spirit II, PL165 built by Blyth 
Workboats Ltd, Canvey Island,  
in 2007 which he purchased 
last year to replace the single-
hulled Maverick, PL165. 

Dycosa  was built in 2017 
by Twinseas Boats Ltd, in 
Poole, and was previously the 
Michael Robert, TH156, based 
in Torquay.

POTTERS

n As the weather allowed, 
the Manx potters have been 
getting out to haul their gear. 
Catches have been reasonable 
with an improvement at the 

end of the month. The smaller 
boat crews have also been 
getting their boats and gear 
ready for when the weather 
settles down.

Fleetwood whelk boats 
have been working along the 
edge of the Manx Territorial 
Sea fishing line, mainly to the 
north and southeast of the 
island.

BEAM TRAWLERS

n Even though the 
beginning of the month saw 
mostly gales it didn’t deter a 
number of Belgium beamers 
working outside the 12 mile 
limits between the Isle of 
Man and Anglesey. Another 
couple of vessels worked 
between the gas rigs, 12 miles 
off Morecambe Bay. These 
beamers were landing into 
Liverpool and Milford Haven 
and included Soetkin, Z 18; 
De Marie Louise, Z 47; Avatar, 
Z333; Custos Deus, Z571; Mare 
Nostru, Z576; Storm Vogel, O 
51; Den Hoop, O231 and  Aegir 
O316 (Aegir is a stern trawler). 
A number of these vessels have 
been regulars over the years 
and with Brexit looming will it 
be their last?

PRAWN TRAWLERS

n The end of the month 
saw a good fleet of prawn 
trawlers working to the west 
and south-west of Peel with 
another concentration of boats 
to the southwest of the Calf. 

Visitors in Peel were -  Illustris, 
B119; Ilene, B152; Golden Bells 
B192; The Way B268; Heritage, 
B786;  Crystal Tide, CE135; 
Good Hope, CN116;  Rambling 
Rose N108; Orla S, N120 and 
Elegance, PD 33.

NEW WELSH FISHERY 
PROTECTION VESSEL 
VISITS DOUGLAS

n On the 26th February 
a newly built fishery 
protection vessel, Lady 
Megan, visited the island. 
The 19-metre catamaran was 
built by Mainstay Marine, 
Pembrokeshire for the Welsh 
Government. The versatile 
vessel has a maximum speed 
of 27 knots and a service 
speed of 20 knots. The upper 
deck wheelhouse features 
360-degree visibility. In the 
stern, she has a hydraulically 
operated tender launch and 
recovery system, capable of 
launching and retrieving the 
vessel’s 5 metre  RIB, whilst 
the vessel is in motion in Sea 
State 3. Accommodation is for 
a crew of 8, with an additional 
skippers cabin. The vessel will 
mainly work in the Irish Sea 
and will be joined later by a 
26 metre mono hull vessel 
built at the same yard. These 
two vessels are replacing 
older craft and will continue 
to effectively protect Welsh 
waters and safeguard Wales’ 
coastal communities for years 
to come from illegal fishing 
activities.

Scallopers berthed in Peel
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NORTHERN IRELAND NEWS By Dick James

THE FISHERY 

n On the local scene, the 
fishery has been dictated by 
the weather. February was 
great with calm warm weather 
and a fabulous prawn fishery 
mid-channel between County 
Down and the Isle of Man. The 
quality of the prawns was good, 
more whole than tails and in 
a bulk that would usually be 
associated with the summer 
fishery. There was even a night 
time fishery in the deep water. 
Happy days! 

Then came March and gale 
after gale, confining the fleet 
largely to port. The annoying 
thing was that everyone knew 
the prawns were there but 
just could not get to them. At 
least it kept the market hungry 
but that is no use if there is 
nothing to sell. 

It was a similar story for the 
few boats left in the North Sea 
based in North Shields, and 
the more sheltered waters of 
the Clyde have not been visited 
for months. The Maracestina 
kept plugging away on the 
Porcupine Bank in what at 
times must have been most 
uncomfortable 

The white fish fishery was 
closed in the Irish Sea mid-
February and will remain 
so until May. Meanwhile, 
scallopers were also suffering 
from the weather, although 
that fishery has been very 
disappointing this year with 
most of the boats switched to 
the prawns. 

The smaller pelagic boats 
were landing mackerel into 
Ardglass up until the end of 
February when quota ran out 
and the factories wait now for 
the summer herring probably 
in late August. The Voyager 
landed a trip of Blue Whiting— 
probably the last action until 
the summer herring. 

Inshore was also weather 
affected, the Brown Crab are 
difficult to find and boats 
are more inclined to look for 
lobster. The usual winter velvet 
crab option not so strong as in 
previous years. 

There were incidents of note 
on the law enforcement side 
with two Kilkeel crabbers being 
brought into Clogherhead 
by the Irish navy for fishing 
within the 6-mile limit. The 
Amity skipper Jack Browne and 
the Boy Joseph skipper Kevin 
Trainer pleaded guilty in court 
to breaching fisheries law but 
were released without penalty 
as it was admitted that a pledge 
to re-instate voisinage rights 
had not been fulfilled with Mr 
Varadkar himself promising to 
remedy the situation. 

The Ardglass prawner the 
Nimrod was also taken into 
Peel in the Isle of Man by the 
new Welsh fisheries protection 
vessel the Lady Megan with 
questions being raised over the 
legality of the fishing gear. As it 
transpired the vessel and crew 
were released after 36 hours 
with a cautionary letter. This 
was at the height of the prawn 
fishing when good earnings 
were being made. 

2018 NORTHERN IRELAND 
LANDINGS

n Landings of sea-fish into 
Northern Ireland by vessels 
registered in the United 
Kingdom topped £24 million 
in 2018. There were 4 main 
ports of landing—Ardglass, 
Belfast, Kilkeel and Portavogie. 
The small ports were listed 
together as others. This is 
taken from the published 
MMO report. 

Belfast was exclusively 
a port of pelagic landings 
where 2 large pelagic vessels 
now land due to their draft 
excluding them from the main 
fishery harbours in Northern 
Ireland. 5200 tonnes of 
Herring were landed in 2018 
worth £1.78 million and 2400 
tonnes of mackerel worth 
£2.275 million. This fish was 
lorried to factories in Ardglass 
and Kilkeel. 

Ardglass landed £4.8 million 
worth of fish with Nephrops 
accounting for £3.8 million of 
this from a tonnage of 1664t. 
Fish landings in Ardglass 
accounted for £270000 only. 
Kilkeel topped the landings 

in value terms at £8.465 
million. Of this 1800 tonnes 
of Nephrops were worth 
£4.2 million and white fish 
landings were worth £2.55 
million of which Haddock at 
1200 tonnes was worth £1.7 
million. 

Portavogie weighed in at 
£5.2 million with Nephrops 
at 1555 tonnes worth £ 3.7 
million. Fish landings in 
Portavogie accounted for 
£680,000 of which Haddock 
made £300,000 from 228 
tonnes. The other small ports 
were collectively worth £2.4 
million with Crab at £605,000, 
Scallop £685,000 and Lobster 
at £515,000. 

Overall shellfish dominated 
the landings values with 5061 
tonnes of Nephrops worth 
£11.9 million, Scallops 965 
tonnes at £2.3 million, Crab 
1200 tonnes at £2.02 million 
and Lobster £691,000 from 
a mere 53 tonnes. On the 
whitefish front, Haddock 
dominated with 1578 tonnes 
making £2.13 million followed 
by Monkfish 188 tonnes for 
£437,000. Cod and Hake — 
which were previously the 
most significant white fish — 
each accounted for just over 
100 tonnes worth just over 
£280,000 each. 

In addition to this, 
landings from non-UK vessels 
(mainly Irish) will boost the 
final figures particularly 
in Ardglass with pelagic 
landings. Conversely, there 
are significant landings by 
Northern Irish vessels outside 
Northern Ireland and the 
true value of the fishery could 

be over 3 times the domestic 
landings shown.

SELECTIVE GEAR TRIALS 

n A Report issued from 
Northern Ireland on years 
of trials into selective trawl 
gear development concludes 
that more work is needed 
to further develop gear to 
eliminate unwanted fish 
catches and achieve the 
objectives of the discards ban. 

Modification of existing gears 
has been ongoing over many 
trials and some of them are now 
incorporated in regulation and 
licence conditions. The report 
states that a degree of selectivity 
has already been achieved but 
that improvements can still be 
made. 

Increasing mesh size 
in codends did achieve a 
release of more fish but also 
of Nephrops which was the 
target species. An increase 
from the existing 70mm 
to 90mm was deemed too 
extreme particularly on 
lower powered vessels. 
Trials on inclined separating 
panels focussed on 200 and 
400mm versions achieved 
greater fish release but in the 
200mm version also allowed 
Nephrops to escape and small 
fish retention. The report 
concludes that trials on this 
gear should continue. 

The trials also included 
using light technology to 
impact on fish behaviour 
inducing escape reaction. 
Lights were tested in 
conjunction with escape 
panels within the trawls and it 

Antares in Kilkeel. 
Photo Declan McGrath
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ICELAND NEWS By Gudjón Einarsson

Early this March the 
Icelandic fishing 
industry´s fear became 
a reality. There will be 

no capelin season this year. 
The scientific assessment last 
autumn indicated the stock 
was in poor state. The pelagic 
industry, all the same, had 
clung to the hope that more 
capelin would be registered 
when this tiny fish would start 
its annual migration clockwise 
around Iceland on its way to 
its spawning ground off the 
south and west coasts. That 
had after all previously been 
the scenario and the capelin 
had almost always eventually 
shown up.

NOT SUFFICIENT FOR 
FISHING 

Since the beginning of 
the year, the research vessel 
Árni Fridriksson along with 
a number of pelagic boats 
have relentlessly scanned the 
fishing grounds searching 
for capelin. They have 
only managed to register 
a little over 200,000 tons 
which is not sufficient for 
the authorities to issue a 
quota. In order to make the 
fishing sustainable a certain 
amount of capelin has to be 
left untouched for spawning 
because once the capelin 
completes its spawning most 
of it dies.   

A SERIOUS BLOW

The capelin is the second 

The capelin did not show up
most valuable fish species in 
Iceland. A total fishing ban 
is thus a serious blow to the 
pelagic industry – fishermen, 
workers and companies 
alike – in addition to being 
a considerable loss of tax 
revenue for the state. The 
profitable capelin seasons 
of 2012 and 2013 rendered 
224 and 254 million Euros 
respectively in export 
earnings and even though the 
catches have been reduced 
considerably since then, 
the export value of capelin 
products during the last 
three years has amounted 
to over 130 million Euros 
annually. Since the year 2000, 
the capelin has on average 
accounted for 9% of the total 
seafood export. 

A CONSEQUENCE OF 
RISING TEMPERATURE

The capelin is a capricious 
little creature which has made 
the people in the fishing 
industry in Iceland quite 
nervous time and again in 
recent years. Will it show up 
this year on the spawning 
grounds in sufficient quantity 
or not? There was a time when 
it was quite common for the 
capelin catch to exceed one 
million tons year after year 
(as late as 2002), but when 
the sea around Iceland got 
warmer the capelin reacted 
in a negative way, contrary to 
most other species, and the 
stock shrunk substantially. 
Being a cold water species the 

capelin has retreated farther 
north than before in the 
summertime and not returned 
in the same abundance as 
before. Instead of a total 
catch of over a million tons, 
the quota in recent years has 
usually been several hundred 
thousand tons annually.

IT HAS HAPPENED BEFORE

A total collapse of the 
capelin stock has occurred 
before. The last time it 
happened was in 2009 and no 
fishing was allowed that year 
except for research purposes. 
At that time the stock 
gradually recuperated but now 

scientists are more pessimistic 
about the coming years.  

It is vital to the Icelandic 
economy to have a strong 
capelin stock, not only because 
the fishing and processing of 
capelin brings a lot of money 
(the products being frozen 
capelin and capelin roe and 
fishmeal and oil) but also 
because this small fish is the 
most important food for cod 
and other valuable species. 
Cod is the pillar of the seafood 
industry in Iceland, generating 
44% of the total export value. 
It is hard to imagine what 
would happen if its main 
source of food disappeared 
entirely. 

Capelin fishing 
in Iceland

was reported that whiting, in 
particular, responded to light 
in the blue spectrum. 

The report called not only 
for more work on the types 
already tested but also on 
more novel gear designs. 

PREPARATION FOR 
NO DEAL BREXIT 

n Fishing vessel owners in 
Northern Ireland have been 
contacted by the Fisheries and 
Environment Division of the 
Department of Agriculture to 
advise on measures needed 
in case of a no deal Brexit. 
Meetings have also been held 
at the 3 main fishing ports to 
advise on these matters. 

Fishermen are being urged 

to register their vessels with 
the International Maritime 
Organisation and obtain an 
IMO number which may be 
needed if accessing EU waters 
after Brexit. Registration is 
free and IMO number, Port 
Letters and Numbers and 
RSS numbers should be sent 
to the Marine Management 
Organisation, who will take 
responsibility for managing 
licensing commercial fishing 
in non-UK waters. 

Fishermen have also been 
advised that if landing fish 
into an EU port post-Brexit 
they will need to create a 
catch certificate and prior 
notification of intended 
arrival to the designated 
EU port. This is in addition 

to current requirements 
when using electronic 
logbooks. Prior notification 
for landing frozen fish needs 
to be submitted 72 hours in 
advance. Further advice is 
given to fish exporters of a 
newly created digital service 
enabling exporters to create 
the necessary documentation. 

SEAFISH EMPLOYMENT 
SURVEY 

n A survey conducted by 
the Seafish Industry Authority 
on employment within the 
fishing fleet of the United 
Kingdom has concluded that 
the Northern Ireland fleet has 
the highest proportion of non-
UK workers within the overall 

UK fleet. 
In Northern Ireland, 40% 

of the crew of the fleet was of 
non-UK origin but only 2% 
were of non-EEA origin — this 
figure is significantly down 
on the previous year % when 
30% were non-EEA nationals. 
In comparison, the Welsh 
fleet was crewed entirely by 
UK nationals and the English 
fleet had a mere 4% of non-UK 
crewmen. Most of the non-EEA 
crew employed were based on 
Scottish demersal vessels over 
18 meters in length. 

Seafish surmise that the 
high employment rate of non-
UK nationals in the Northern 
Ireland fleet is due to the 
preponderance of prawn 
trawlers in NI sample. 
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Galway
Show Review

Skipper Expo Int. Galway 2019
Galway Bay Hotel, Mar 08-09

Proud Sponsors

n BORD IASCAIGH MHARA 
(BIM), Ireland’s seafood 
development agency returned as a 
main sponsor to this year’s Skipper 
Expo Int with a strong message of 
support. The annual trade show, 
held in Salthill Co Galway, is the 
only dedicated event for the fishing 
sector.  More than 2,500 visitors 

Large BIM presence at Skipper Expo Int. Galway 
signals strong message of support to fishing sector

attended this year.
BIM CEO, Jim O’Toole officially 

opened Skipper Expo Int. Galway 
2019. He referred to the enormous 
challenges facing the sector in his 
speech and complimented members 
of the fishing sector on their 
strength and resilience:

“Last year’s Skipper put further 

proof to my view that the women 
and men who make up the fishing 
sector are quite unlike any other. 
This time last year, the Beast from 
the East, almost brought Ireland to a 
standstill. The temperature plunged 
10 degrees overnight. Roads were 
barely passable. But the Skipper 
show went on. March 2019 is an 
historic month. The government 
remains optimistic and hopes that 
a no deal scenario won’t emerge 
but we’re preparing for every 
eventuality. BIM is a development 
agency and our range of supports 
exist to serve you, to develop your 
business and to keep the sector 
moving.”

A large team from BIM were on 
hand throughout the two-day event 
to provide information and advice 
on a wide range of BIM supports 
of specific relevance to the fishing 
sector including training and skills 
and fleet grant aid.

Visitors to this year’s show were 
greeted by a large display model 
of selective gear positioned at the 
main entrance. The gear, developed 

Busy show for sponsors Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd

n CAVANAGH HOOPER DOLAN 
INSURANCES LTD say they would like 
to thank everyone who visited their stand at 
the Skipper Expo Int. Galway on the 8th and 
9th of March 2019. 

The company says: “We had a very busy 
and successful show this year. It was great 
to see the fantastic attendance from visitors 
and the great displays from the exhibitors.

“Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances 
were delighted to meet up with our existing 
customers at the show. We appreciate you 
calling to visit us at our stand. It is great 
opportunity to discuss business face-to-face.

“We made a lot of new contacts and 
gained a lot of new experiences by being 
sponsors of the 15th annual Skipper Expo 
in Galway. It has been a great opportunity 
for Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances. We 
would like to thank Hugh, Sharon and the 
team at Mara Media for their support in this 
venture for us.

“We would also like to thank everyone 
who participated in our raffle.

Congratulations to the winners.
• 1st prize was won by Patrick 

O’Grady from Louisburgh. This 

prize was a marine safety hamper 
which included a Mullion Compact 
Supreme 150 lifejacket, a man 
overboard recovery ladder, a 100L 
waterproof bag, VHF handheld radio, 
LED torch and other items.

• 2nd prize was won by Derek Edmund 
from Portavogie. This prize was a 
fourball in Druids Glen Golf Club 
sponsored by Aviva Insurance Ireland 
DAC.

“Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd 
provide a range of insurance products for 
areas in the marine environment such as 
pleasure craft, passenger vessels, ferries, 
workboats, chartered angling, rowing clubs, 
marinas and marine trades.

“We look after the needs of owners and 
crews with a competitive range of personal 
products. We know how busy our clients 
are so we can help take the stress, time and 
work out of shopping the market for personal 
products like Health, Car, Van, House, farm 
and travel insurance, etc. Our professionally 
trained staff can explain the differences in 
features and benefits in the products offered.”      

For product information and free 
quotations, visit Cavanagh Hooper Dolan’s 
website at www.chd.ie, email the team 
on info@chd.ie or call them today on 074 
91 77500.

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Limited 
is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.

by BIM with help from members of 
the sector, aims to reduce unwanted 
catch and promote more sustainable 
fishing practices.   Throughout 
the show, footage of the gear in 
action, taken during sea trials with 
members of the Irish fishing fleet in 
2018, played on screens.

A preview demo of an online 
version of BIM’s fisheries 
management chart was also being 
shown at this year’s event. The 
digitized, interactive chart will be 
launched later this year.

More than 50 vessel owners 
signed up to Fishing for Litter over 
the two days of the trade show. 
To date, more than 300 tonnes of 
marine waste has been hauled up in 
nets by members of Ireland’s fishing  
sector in an effort to address the 
serious problem of marine waste. 
BIM hopes to have 100% of fishing 
trawlers participating by December 
2019 as part of the wider new 
national campaign, Clean Oceans 
Initiative being funded under the 
European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund (EMFF).

Hugh Bonner, MD Skipper Expo; Caitlin Uí Aodha, Founding Member of the Women 
in Fisheries Network and Jim O’Toole, BIM CEO and joint sponsor. Image: Julien Behal 

On the right, Charlie Cavanagh, MD CHD Insurance Ltd.

http://www.chd.ie
mailto:info@chd.ie
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n KK HYDRAULICS says they had 
a great Skipper Expo Int. Galway, 
with Willie Kelly commenting they 
“had possibly the best show sales 
wise ever, selling a selection of two 
tonne potting units to Cleggan Bay 
Seafood’s and Quinn Fishing.” 
The company also sold two 
complete hydraulic kits for new 
boats destined for the Western Isles 
of Scotland.

The Shellfish Stocks and Fisheries Review available 
at Skipper Expo Int. Galway

n ECHOMASTER MARINE 
had a great deal of interest in 
their new 290kHz Sonar from 
Hondex at the Galway show 
this year. The HE-773II-DI 
sonar was designed to meet 
the needs of inshore fishing 
vessels who require a cost-
effective, comprehensive 
sonar solution that is 

available with a choice of 
either manual or automatic 
hoist.

The sonar features three 
operational modes – Sonar, 
Bottom Sonar and traditional 
Echosounder, and users 
will find that the 290kHz 
frequency provides higher 
resolution images for fish 

and bottom detection, whilst 
not interfering with the 
traditionally popular mackerel 
frequency of 200kHz.

Skipper Alan Pottinger of 
the Boy Frazer II (LK 137) 
attended the Skipper Expo 
in Galway and was able to 
receive training from Hondex 
representative Mr Ryo Sakai 
who had travelled from 
Japan in order to support 
the Echomaster Team at this 
years’ Expo, and following 
this, the first two HE-773II-
DI sonars have successfully 
been deployed in Shetland. 

Echomaster reports that 
customer feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive 
which has already led to a 
number of additional sales 
that are currently being 
prepared for shipment.

For further information 
please contact the 
Echomaster sales team on 
01261 831644 or sales@
echomastermarine.co.uk.

Great show for 
KK Hydraulics

T Roni Hawe, DAFM Marine Programmes Division, Sarah Clarke and Oliver Tully of the Marine Institute with the 
annual Shellfish Stocks and Fisheries Review 2018.

n THE MARINE INSTITUTE and BORD 
IASCAIGH MHARA’S annual Shellfish Stocks 
and Fisheries Review 2018 was presented at 
Skipper Expo Int. Galway held at Galway Bay 
Hotel on 8th – 9th March 2019.

This annual Review presents stock assessment 
and management advice for shellfisheries that 
may be subject to new management proposals 
or where scientific advice is required in relation 
to assessing the environmental impact of 
shellfisheries especially in areas designated under 
European Directives. The Review reflects the 
recent work undertaken by the Marine Institute in 
the biological assessment of shellfish fisheries and 
their interaction with the environment. 

In 2017, the total landings of crustacean and 
bivalve shellfish (excluding prawns and mussels) 
into Ireland was 21, 108 tonnes which was valued 
at approximately €52.9 million. 

Sarah Clarke, Scientific and Technical Officer - 
Shellfish and Environment at the Marine Institute 
said, “This year’s Review highlights the results 
of many of the bivalve surveys undertaken 
in 2018, which includes razor clam, cockle, 
oyster and scallop. The Review also includes an 
overview of management measures, stock status 
and exploitation status in relation to managing 
Ireland’s shellfisheries within safe biological 
limits and outlines current and proposed areas 
where spatial restrictions on fisheries are or will 
be in place to mitigate the potential effects of 
certain fisheries on sensitive habitats and species.”

“The Marine Institute works closely with 
industry to collect essential data for our shellfish 
stock assessments. Skipper Expo Int. Galway 
offers Marine Institute staff and scientists the 
opportunity to talk directly with members of the 

fishing industry, and also receive their views and 
feedback,” Ms Clarke said. 

Skipper Expo Int. Galway is Ireland’s flagship 
fisheries show which attracts a large number of 
representative from the fishing industry from 
across Ireland and the United Kingdom. As well 
as the annual Review the Marine Institute stand 
featured current research projects from Fisheries 
Ecosystems Advisory Services. 

On display were illustrations by urban 
sketcher Róisín Curé which were created for 
Bluefish, a marine science research project 
that focuses on the potential impact of climate 
change on coastal communities of Ireland 
and Wales. Through engagement with coastal 
communities and art the project develops 
knowledge and understanding of the marine 
resources and the potential impacts of climate 

change on the Irish and Celtic Sea ecosystem. 
Sharon Sugrue, Scientific and Technical Officer 
shared her discussions with people and industries 
dependent on the sea and their thoughts on 
climate change. The BlueFish project is funded 
by The Ireland Wales 2014-2020 European 
Territorial Co-operation (ETC) Programme.

Julia Calderwood, Scientific and 
Technical Officer at the Marine Institute also 
demonstrated to visitors a new online mapping 
application which will help the fishing industry 
identify areas with consistent catch rates 
over multiple years. The app can be used by 
fishermen to avoid areas with high catch rates 
of choke species and juvenile commercial 
fish. The application was developed as part 
of DiscardLess, a project funded by the EU’s 
Horizon 2020 Programme. 

SALES SUCCESS FOR ECHOMASTER MARINE

Andrew Masson, Sales Manager demonstrating equipment

mailto:sales@echomastermarine.co.uk
mailto:sales@echomastermarine.co.uk
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Henrick Andreassen & Allan Ronn Pederson of Thyboron Trawldoor’s with visitors 
Paddy & Owen from Castletownbere Adrian Towey, Mullion Survival Technology fitting a PFD

Chris Anderson, Anderson Marine Costello Boats Visitors on the Solent Engineering stand

Visitors checking out Pat O’Donnells outside display Jimmy Anderson & Bruce Davidson having a catch up

Trudy mc Intyre of Last with Declan Power, collecting the second prize in the LAST 
raffle. Thanks to Grundens for the very kind donation for the second year in a row.

Globeweigh reported a “fantastic show which is growing every year, a real must see 
for anyone in the fishing industry.



27APRIL 2019The Skipper       REVIEW Expo

Exhibitors reported brisk business over the two days

Catching up at the show

Sebastien Duvail with the “Photo of the Month” overall winner Alan Fanning

Patrick Deegan, Cummins

Ursula Doyle of Christy Hannon and Co Ltd Fachtna Murphy of DiTOIL received strong interest from visitors

G. Smyth Boat’s, Kilkeel Large visitor numbers at the show
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WORTHWHILE SHOW 
FOR IRISH LIGHTS

A GREAT FIRST ATTENDANCE FOR MIT 
AT SKIPPER EXPO INT. GALWAY

PRODUCTIVE 
SHOW FOR NORTH 
SEA HAGLAND 
SHIPBROKERS

n NORTH SEA HAGLAND SHIPBROKERS 

say they found the Galway expo to be 

‘very good’, with interesting contacts and 

opportunities that will hopefully lead to firm 

business.

The company’s Anders Helsinghoff Fjord 

said: “We succeeded in receiving a signature 

regarding the sale of a 23.5m fishing trawler 

to an Irish client. The sale concluded after 

establishing contact with the buyer at the 

Galway Expo back in 2016. We would like to 

thank all the visitors that came by our booth.”

VISITOR 
TESTIMONIALS

n Dave Ward of IRISH LIGHTS says Skipper 
Exp Int. Galway 2019 was an event extremely 
worthwhile attending.

He stated: “We found the event well worthwhile.  It 
allowed us to interact and open dialogue with other 
public bodies about possible future collaboration 
and receive valuable feedback from the fishing 
community regarding our services.  This feedback 
will be fed into our 2020 AtoN review and our local 
aids service.”

GALWAY 2019 
SHOW REVIEW

Great displays though a little 
cramped.
Michael Owen, Gwynedd

I deal with a lot of people on 
the phone ordering gear for 
ferries. It’s great to see these 
people at the show and have 
a chat. 
Tom Feeney, Co. Galway

Excellent show great 
atmosphere a lot of new faces 
and great to meet some of 
the old ones too. It’s getting 
better with age. A big thanks 
to Sharon and the team.
Eddie Moore, Co. Kerry

Very enjoyable.
Kieran Keane, Co. Mayo

Probably the best Galway 
Skipper Expo ever!
Kenneth J Smith, Troon, 
Scotland

Met with boat builder who will 
now build me a boat to my 
requirements.
Vincent Connell, Co. Galway

Fantastic opportunity to meet 
everyone from the marine 
industry in Ireland. Great show 
with a family like atmosphere, 
well done Sharon and team. 
Peter Burke, Co. Waterford

Great show, no snow this year 
so everyone made it.
John power, Co. Cork

It was excellent location, and 
displays, very well organised.
Douglas Stanger, Orkney

The show was rather tight 
to get around however there 
were lots of interesting 
exhibits. I left shortly after 
lunchtime with it being a bit 
too crowded, this was in great 
contrast to last year with all 
that snow and biting wind, 
where there weren’t as many 
folks as there should have 
been!
Richard Turnock, Wakefield, 
UK

‘Best show ever’ for Arklow 
Marine. We found the show 
to be the best show we have 
attended in Galway with 
continuous enquiries and 
interested parties and existing 
customers all calling to the 
stand.”
Billy Tyrell, Arklow Marine

Excellent show expertly 
organised. 
Tony Hiney, RNLI

EXHIBITOR 
TESTIMONIALS

n MIT is delighted to report 
an outstanding show at Skipper 
Expo Int. Galway. As first-
time exhibitors, MIT was 
committed to better serving 
their Irish market by bringing 
their comprehensive driveline 
portfolio to this region. 

Attendance at this year’s 
event was exceptional, and 
MIT was welcomed with 
an extraordinary number of 
visitors to stand. Offering a 
chance to showcase not only 
their extensive range of best 
fit marine components but 
also their industry leading and 
highly skilled, service and repair 
capabilities.  

The high quality of visitors 
at the event meant a great 
two days of business for MIT, 
securing multiple orders, 

along with numerous service 
quotations and building 
relationships with a significant 
number of key contacts. The 
event allowed the team to talk 
with operators, boat builders, 
engine OEMs, marine engineers 
and naval architects alike.  

MIT would like to thank 
the Skipper Expo Int. Galway 
organisers for putting together 
an astonishing event, and 
allowing them the opportunity 
to bring their brand, for the 
first time, to the Irish Fishing 
market.  

Keith Stevenson, Sales 
Engineer, Ireland said, 

“The show has been a great 
success for MIT in 2019 as it 
was another step forward to 
promoting ourselves to the Irish 
fishing and marine markets. For 
our first time exhibiting and my 
first time attending, we were 
very well received from both 
attendees and exhibitors alike 
and hope that this will continue 
on after the show as we move 
forward with increasing our 
presence & services all over 
Ireland.” 

MIT will be exhibiting on 
stand 122b at Skipper Expo 
Int. Aberdeen 2019.

Keith Stevenson, Sales Engineer, Ireland

Kristen Broe, of North Sea Shipbrokers
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n KERRY ETB attended Skipper 
Expo Int. Galway for the first 
time to launch their new Marine 
Engineering Traineeship, which has 
been designed with the input of a 
number of industry employers.  

During the Expo, they 
introduced the programme to 
a range of industry employers 
and there was a broad level of 
interest in the programme. The 
traineeship is designed to provide 
new entrants to the boat building 
and maintenance industry with 
the necessary skills to hit the 
ground running when they enter 
employment.  

Ioseph Nestor of Kerry ETB 
said: “There is a significant cost 
saving for employers hiring trainees 

Once again we found the 
Galway show to be a great 
success receiving a lot of 
interest in our engine range as 
well as having the opportunity 
to catch up with existing 
customers.
Julian Osborne, Mermaid Marine

Well promoted , well attended 
by informed and very 
interested Customers. 
John Gallagher, McDonnells

Very busy show this year. 
Sebastien Duvail, Guy Cotten 
UK Ltd 
 
A great show to meet new 
customers and our dealers. 
Our best year so far with lots 
of interest in the Lars Thrane 
Iridium Sat phone system and 
the KVH V7HTS VSAT systems.
Andy Banting, C A Clase UK Ltd

Once again a good show, well 
attended from all sides of the 
industry.
Chris Anderson, Anderson 
Marine

Great to see new and old faces at 
the show. It’s great to meet face 
to face with existing customers 
and making new customers. 
A well attended show.
Fionnuala Cunningham, EK 
Marine Ltd

The 2019 expo proved to 
be an excellent show for 
us with many enquires and 
orders coming from a wide 
cross section of the fishing 
community. This is certainly the 
premier show for Fishermen 
in Ireland and an excellent 
platform for us to meet 
existing and new clients alike.
Nicholas Bendon, 
CH Marine Ltd

Galway was a very busy 
exhibition and a lot of 
decision makers attended as 
these are the people we need 
to showcase our products to.
Gavin R Fisher, Marine Supplies 
(International) Ltd

This year’s show was excellent. 
We had a very busy 2 days 
and went away with some 
very strong enquiries. Looking 
forward to 2020 already.
Peter Mallon, Westward Scania

We had a busy show, with a 
steady flow of people all day 
on Friday and on Saturday. 
Plenty business done with great 
potential on our follow up.
Brian O’Sullivan, O’Sullivans 
Marine

We had a fantastic position 
for our Stand. There was a 
great atmosphere this year 
and the support for LAST was 
amazing. Thank you Skipper.
Trudy, LAST

STRONG INTEREST IN MARINE 
ENGINEERING TRAINEESHIP

as they will also be fully trained on 
health and safety topics relevant 
to the industry. There were also a 
number of enquiries from potential 
trainees who want to join the 
programme, and following on from 
the Expo we have seen an increase 
in applications from potential 
trainees from all parts of the 
country. The traineeship includes 
nine weeks of work experience, 
which will enable the trainees to 
apply their skills in the workplace 
and allow employers to test the 
skills of the trainees.

“The traineeship will start in 
September and Kerry ETB are still 
interested in speaking to employers 
and trainees who would like to get 
involved.”

For more information please 
visit the website  
www.kerryetbtrainingcentre.ie 
or contact Ioseph Nestor at 
Kerry ETB Training Centre:
T: 0667126444 E: inestor@
kerryetbtrainingcentre.ie

n KER GROUP recently exhibited 
at Skipper Expo Int. Galway 2019 
with the show promising to be a 
good one on its 15th anniversary. 

KER Group concentrated on 
only a few items this year, and as 
recently appointed agents for Marel 
weigh scales in Ireland, a display 
model they exhibited brought a lot 
of attention. Seematz Searchlights 
launched their third edition of the 
LED searchlight which was also on 
display at the KER Group stand. 
The show was really busy and KER 
Group says it achieved some very 
good leads from it, and they hope to 
build on its reputation and continue 
with its journey with their loyal 
clients both old and new.  

KER Group are in the process 
of testing their own RSW systems 
for the pelagic fisheries, and are 

KER GROUP AT SKIPPER EXPO INT. GALWAY 2019
very happy with the progress. The 
testing will continue until May this 
year with a launch date for later in 
the summer. 

KER Group supply the 
following 

• Samson Vacuum Pumps
• BUUS Ice Machines
• Desmi Pumps
• CYL Knife Gate Valves
• Seematz Searchlights
• Marel Weigh Scales 
• Kaeser Air compressor
• MCS Alarm Systems

Derek McBrearty of KER Group 
said: “We would like to thank our 
clients for travelling to Galway to 
visit us, and also the Skipper team 
for running a great show again, and 
look forward to seeing you all in 
Aberdeen later in the year.” 

ANNUAL FREE SEAFOOD BUFFET
SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL OUR SPONSORS ON THE NIGHT

RODEEN FISH FARM

McBRIDE
fishing

An excellent seafood buffet was 
enjoyed by both exhibitors and 
visitors to the show

http://www.kerryetbtrainingcentre.ie
mailto:inestor@kerryetbtrainingcentre.ie
mailto:inestor@kerryetbtrainingcentre.ie
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Murphy's would like to wish the O' Sullivan Family and crew the best of luck with your new vessel 'Owenie Padraig'

Murphy’s would like to congratulate 
Finbar, familiy and crew on your new vessel 

“KALICOBA”.

Murphy's of Castletownbere
Murphy's of Castletownbere

 Tel: 00353-74 9731180  Email: enquiries@swannetgundry.com  www.swannetgundry.com

Wishing Finbar, family and crew every success and safe fishing from 
all the Team at Swan Net Gundry.  At SNG we can solve all your Inshore 

Marine, Pelagic Trawl and Bottom Trawling queries, stocking a range of 
Chandlery, Safety and Electronic Products. 

M
arch saw the 
launch of Beara 
fisherman Finbar 
Sheehan’s new Gill 

Netter “Kalicoba at a blessing 
ceremony in Castletownbere 
attended by family and friends.

The 16mtr vessel was built 
in 1990 and was purpose-built 
for gill netting. Kalicoba is 
powered by a Cummins KT19 

STEP UP FOR YOUNG 
GARNISH FISHERMAN

main engine with a Masson 
4.9-1 gearbox. After Finbar 
acquired the boat in late 2018, 
he steamed it back from France 
and began a refurbishment in 
Castletownbere to get it ready 
to take part in the spring hake 
fishery off the south-west coast.

Kalicoba replaces the 
successful smaller fastcatcher 
“Ronan Finbar” which has been 

sold to Dingle.
A Spencer Carter NH 10 deep 

water hauler was fitted on the 
starboard side and the stern net 
pounds were renewed with a 
stacker installed. The vessel was 
completely repainted inside and 
out by painter David Murphy 
and the 200 box capacity fish 
hold was refurbished with a 
new floor by local carpenter 
Liam Murphy.

Liam was also tasked with 
upgrading the consoles in the 
wheelhouse and fitting new floors 
to the galley and skippers cabin.

A new landing derrick was 
designed, built and fitted by 
Mike O’Shea of Beara Ironworks.

Kalicoba arrived with a full 
electronics package fitted by the 
previous owner and  Tom Hand 
Electronics re-configured the 
GMDSS installation to comply 
with Irish regulations, which 
included fitting a JRC JLR-21 GPS 
Gyrocompass, which is wheel 
marked and IMO approved as 
both a THD and a GPS. Also 
fitted by Tom was a KNS VSAT, 
for always-on internet at sea, 
with separate WiFi routers for 

Skippers helm overlooking the hauler

Finbar and crew
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Finbar with partner Emily Sullivan at the launch

LIAM MURPHY CARPENTARY
Cahermore, Castletownbere, Co.Cork. T: 086 3971196

Congratulations to Finbar, family & crew on your 
new vessel “KALICOBA”. Wishing you safe fishing.

• Fuel supplies 
• Fish sales
• Retail  
• Wholesale

Castletownbere, Co. Cork, Ireland. 
T: (027) 70045 / 70283. F: (027) 70194. E: info@ctbfishcoop.eu

Congratulations & Good Fishing 
Ryan, Karen, family & crew on 

the "Castlemore".

Congratulations & Good Fishing 
to Finbar, family & crew 

on the “KALICOBA”

T:+353 (0)74 9177500 - M:+353 (0)86 2504826
Email: info@chd.ie  Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

Congratulations to Finbar, family and 
crew on your new vessel “KALICOBA”

skipper and crew. 
Swan Net Gundrys 

Castletownbere depot supplied 
Finbar with a full suite of gill 
nets and associated buoys and 
ropes for the maiden trip. They 
also fitted the Kalicoba with all 
the safety equipment required 
to pass Irish code of practice 
regulations.

The Kalicoba will land 
its catch to Castletownbere 
Fishermans Co-Op and the 
vessel is insured with Cavanagh 
Hooper Dolan.

Speaking to The Skipper at 

the launch, Finbar said:
“I would like to thank my 

family and friends for the 
support they have given me 
over the last few months to 
get the boat ready to fish. I 
would especially like to express 
my appreciation to all those 
tradesmen who worked on 
Kalicoba and I am delighted 
with the high standard of they 
achieved.”

The Skipper would like to 
wish Finbar, family and crew 
good fishing and safe seas with 
Kalicoba.

Spencer Carter deep water net haulerw

Family and friends at the launch
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F
or one Scotsman, 
James West, the 
biggest thing going on 
this month was not 

talk of Brexit but the launch 
of his new boat “WESTRO”. 

The Westro, which is 
owned by James West and 
P&J Johnstone Ltd, was 
delivered two months ahead 
of schedule by Macduff 
Shipyards and has been 
fishing since last January, 
was officially launched in 
Peterhead on the 23rd March. 
James’ son Ethan (6) named 
the boat at the launch—his 
wife Patricia West having 
named the previous boat. 

She’s the third boat for the 
enterprising 43 year old, who 
has been fishing since he left 
school and skippering boats 

WESTRO PD20 LAUNCHED IN PETERHEAD

James West’s 
new trawler ‘Westro 
PD20’, built by 
Macduff Shipyards 
and delivered two 
months early, was 
launched on the 
pier in Peterhead at 
the end of March. 

for 23 years. James also owns 
another twin-rigger—the 
Golden Sceptre—which he 
bought in 2009 and which 
was also built at Macduff 
Shipyards.

The steel built 21.5m twin-
rig trawler, which is working 
out of Peterhead and fishing 
mostly around the north-east 
coast of Scotland, has a 7.1m 
beam and a 4.1m draught.
She is skippered by James 
himself along with 5 other 
crew, including his younger 
brother. 

Speaking to The Skipper a 
few days before the launch, 
James, who is a member of 
the NESFO, described the 
boat as “a fine boat” and said 
that over the past two-month 
fishing has been “reasonably 

steady”. The Westro’s nets 
were designed by James 
himself, and include a set 
of 140’ scraper prawn trawls 
and a pair of 100’ disc 
prawn nets towed on 20mm 
Dynema warp. 

After relying on Scanmar 
door sensors for all the 
time he has worked Golden 
Sceptre, James West says that 
he is looking forward to the 
upgrade in equipment and in 
technology that was installed 
on the new Westro including 
on the bridge where the new 
ScanMate 6 Receiver Unit 
will be centre of attention..

The Westro will use the 
QBC-X1 Smart chargers 
for charging SS4 Master 
Sensors, SS4 Clump Sensors 
and SS4 Slave Sensors. SS4 

NEW BOAT

Images supplied by Macduff Shipyards and Eugene Rutter

Ethan at the helm

Westro
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James & family at the launch

Sensors on the doors and 
the clump provide overall 
spread (door to door) and 
door to clump on both port 
and starboard trawls (door 
to clump). Although James 
will be provided information 
of where the clump is in 
relation to the trawl doors, he 
will also be using Scanmar’s 
Flow sensor on the headline 
to provide information 

comprising of Symmetry (i.e. 
is the trawl symmetrical to 
side currents), and Flow (the 
speed of water through the 
trawl).

Engine Room
The Westro is kitted out 

with a Finning UK Ltd. 
supplied Caterpillar C18 main 
engine (600hp @ 1800rpm), 
a Reintjes WAF374 7.467:1 

“We are delighted to hand over 
the ‘Westro’ to James, it has 

been a pleasure working with him 
throughout the project and we 
trust that the ‘Westro’ will serve 
him and his crew well for many 

years to come.”  

FACT FILE

NAME: Westro

REGISTRATION NO: PD20

TYPE: Twin-rig trawler

OWNER: James West, 

P&J Johnstone

SKIPPER: James West

HOMEPORT: Peterhead, 

Scotland

BUILD: Macduff Shipyards

LENGTH: 21.5m

BEAM: 7.1m

DRAUGHT: 4.1m

CREW: 6

reduction gearbox and a 
2000mm propeller that was 
supplied by Teignbridge. She 
is also fitted with a QSL9 
auxiliary engine (290HP 
@ 1800RPM), which was 
supplied by Cummins. A 
Cummins 6BTS5.9 (58kW), 
supplied by Beta Marine, 
provides the electrics onboard. 

Deck Machinery
The vessel’s fish deck 

and deck equipment was 
manufactured by Macduff 
Shipyards and includes a 
three-barrel trawl winch 
(25t), two split net drums 
(9.8t) and two single net 
drums (9.8t pull). An MFB8 
landing crane, which has a 
lift of 1000kg @ an 8-metre 
reach, was supplied by 
Thistle Marine. She is also 
equipped with a Gilson 
Winch, which was supplied 
by Brevini. 

James & Ethan West

Wheelhouse
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Wheelhouse
The comprehensive 

electronics package on board 
the Westro was supplied and 
installed by Woodsons Marine 
Electronics to the owner’s 
specifications and included;

1 x JRC JSS 2150 150W 
GMDSS MF/HF SSB,  1 x 
Sailor 6215 VHF with DSC, 1 x 
Icom M323 VHF with DSC, 1 x 
Jotron Class A AIS,  2 x Furuno 
GP39 GPS receivers, 1 x Vector 
GPS Gyro, 1 x Suzuki ES2035 
10.4”, 50/200Khz echosounder, 
1 x Olex 3D seabed mapping 
system, 1 x Sodena Easywin 
plotting system, 1 Koden 
MDC5006F radar, 1 x 
Koden MDC941 radar, 1 x 
Ultrasonic wind speed and 
direction sensor,1 x Navitron 
NT921MKII, 1 Phontech 
3100 5 way system talkback, 
1 Jotron TRON 60GPS, 1 x 
Entel HT649 GMDSS Hand 
Held VHF, 1 x JRC NAVTEX 
receiver, 1 x eSEA 60Ka system 
with e-SEA 60 Satellite TV 
system

The wheelhouse display 
consists of 6 AG Neovo 
X 24” widescreen and 2 
42”widescreen monitors giving 
a comprehensive overview of 
navigation, engine and fishing 
from the helm. The skipper 
also has access to a dedicated 
CCTV System with 15 onboard 
AHD Cameras and a separate 
Propeller camera all controlled 
through a 8 x 8 way HDMI 
Digital Matrix switch.

Fish Handling & Safety
The fish handling system 

onboard was built by Macduff 
Shipyards and the fishroom 
refrigeration was supplied 
and installed by Airo-Tech 
Solutions Ltd of Fraserburgh. 

The safety equipment 
onboard the Westro was 
supplied by Blue Anchor Fire 
and Safety. She is equipped 
with an 8-man life raft from 
Caley Fisheries. 

Speaking to The Skipper, 
Matthew Macduff from 
Macduff Shipyards 
congratulated James on the 
new boat and said, “We are 
delighted to hand over the 
‘Westro’ to James, it has been 
a pleasure working with him 
throughout the project and 
we trust that the ‘Westro’ will 
serve him and his crew well for 
many years to come.”

The Skipper team would also 
like to take the opportunity to 
wish James, his family and crew 
the very best for the future. 
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Mattie pictured with Declan Dixon from the RNLI 
when he received his 20 years Long Service Medal in 
recognition of his time spent on the lifeboat crew. 

Achill Island RNLI has paid 
tribute to fellow lifeboat 
volunteer and friend Mattie 
Stafford, of Slievemore, 

following his untimely death.
In a warm tribute, the lifeboat 

station’s volunteers said that it 
was with deepest shock, regret and 
sympathy to his family and his wide 
circle of friends that they reported the 
untimely passing of their esteemed 
former crew member, emergency 
Coxswain and current Deputy 
Launching Authority, Mattie Stafford.

Achill Island RNLI Lifeboat 
Operations Manager Tony McNamara 
said: ‘Mattie brought his many skills 
and ability not least in the fields of 
seamanship and mechanics to the 
Achill Island lifeboat over many long 
years.

Achill Island RNLI pays tribute to lifeboat volunteer and friend 
Mattie Stafford

OBITUARIES

Large crowds attended 
the funeral of 
Castletownbere 
fisherman John 

McCarthy on his native 
Bere Island earlier this 
month. John lost his life 
in a drowning accident in 
Killybegs on March 14th as he 
was returning to his trawler 
the Menhaden, which was 
moored in Killybegs Harbour. 
A search was launched when 
he was discovered missing the 
following morning, his body 
was later recovered by the 
Killybegs Coastguard team. 

John, who was in his late 

50s, was an engineer on the 
Menhaden and had been 
with the boat’s owners, the 
Murphy family, for nearly 
forty years.  As his cortege left 
Killybegs for the long journey 
home to Castletownbere 
a lone piper led the hearse 
along the quayside past the 
Menhaden and his crewmates 
and members of the Killybegs 
Coastguard who formed a 
guard of honour.  In 2016, 
John and his crewmates 
on Menhaden were one of 
several boats who went to 
assist in the search for the 
Coastguard helicopter R116.

John was waked in 
Harrington’s funeral home 
Castletownbere and as 
a mark of respect, the 
Castletownbere St Patrick’s 
Day parade was cancelled. 
The island ferry Ikom K 
brought John home to Bere 
Island on the morning of his 
funeral, the hearse calling 
first to his island home at  
Cloughland before bringing 
him to St Michael’s Church.

Gifts brought to the altar 
included a guitar and an 
Eagles CD to signify John’s 
love of music, a hat which 
he was never without, a vice 

grip to signify his work as an 
engineer and a crew jacket 
from the Menhaden.    

The small island church 
was full to capacity with 
many more standing outside,   
John was laid to rest in 
the adjoining cemetery 
overlooking Berehaven 
harbour as the fisherman’s 
song ‘Fiddler’s Green was 
sang over his grave. John is 
survived by his wife Rita, 
daughter Debbie, sons 
Shane and Mikey, his three 
grandchildren, brother, 
sisters,  his crewmates and his 
many friends.

‘There were few problems on land 
or on sea that would get the better of 
Mattie. He will also be greatly missed 
by the fishing community especially 
around Purteen Harbour where Mattie 
was for many years the ‘go to’ man to 
quickly sort a problem and get you to 
sea.

‘As a long standing and experienced 
crewman and Coxswain, he was 
generous with his time and advice to 
new crew and his advice was always 
welcomed and valued on the lifeboat in 
difficult situations on many occasions.’

Mattie was awarded the RNLI Long 
Service Medal following 20 years on 
the lifeboat crew. On his retirement 
from the crew, he took on the roles of 
Deputy Launching Authority and on 
the station operations team.

‘We will miss his advice, experience 

and camaraderie and the Achill Island 
lifeboat family will be the poorer 
for his untimely passing. To his 
wife Kathleen, his children Jacinta, 
Matthew, Caitriona and Genevieve 
and his extended family we offer our 
support and deepest sympathy. Ar 
dheis De go raibh a ainm cinealta’.

John McCarthy cortege tribute at Killybegs

Tributes to Castletownbere fisherman John McCarthy
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Dr Peter Heffernan, CEO Marine Institute with Work Package Leaders at the EuroFleetsPlus Kick-off meeting at the 
MarineInstitute. Photo: Andrew Downes, Xposure

The EU H2020 
EurofleetPlus (alliance 
of European marine 

research infrastructure) Kick-
off meeting held at the Marine 
Institute, Galway (5th – 7th 
March 2019) announced details 
of the project that will facilitate 
access to the largest advanced 
research vessel fleet across 
Europe, Greenland, USA and 
Canada, Bermuda and New 
Zealand.  

Building on the achievements 
of the two preceding 
Eurofleets projects, the Marine 
Institute are coordinators 
of EurofleetPlus, which 
includes a consortium of 42 
marine institutes, universities, 
foundations and SMEs from 24 
countries across Europe, North 
America and Oceania, with 
funding of €9.9 million.

Minister for Agriculture, 
Food & the Marine, Michael 
Creed TD, welcoming Ireland’s 
leadership role in this major EU 
Horizon 2020 funded project 
stated, “This recognises the 
high standards of scientific 
and operational excellence 
which continue to be achieved 
by the Marine Institute and 
is particularly relevant in the 
strategically important arena 
of Research Vessels operations, 
where the Marine Institute’s RV 
Celtic Explorer operates over 
300 days of the year.  Ireland’s 
participation in international 
research partnerships such 
as EurofleetPlus, adds value 
to Ireland’s ocean research 
capacity and I congratulate 
the Marine Institute on its 
outstanding success rate of 
40% in Horizon2020 funding 
bids totalling €6.6 million since 
2014.”

Taking EurofleetsPlus to its 
next stage, Dr Peter Heffernan, 

EurofleetsPlus kick-off meeting at the Marine Institute 

CEO of the Marine Institute 
welcomed the partners 
to the Kick off meeting, 
highlighting “the importance 
of international collaboration 
of marine research and the 
continued dedication required 
to meet the evolving needs of 
marine and maritime activities 
around the world.” 

Involving trans-national 
activities, the project will 
prioritise research on 
sustainable, clean and 
healthy oceans, linking with 
existing ocean observation 
infrastructures, as well as 
support innovative ideas 
working closely with industry.

Aodhán Fitzgerald, RV 
operations manager at 
the Marine Institute and 
EurofleetsPlus project 
coordinator said that the 
project will enable access to 
an unprecedented number of 
vessels providing a significant 
increase in ship-time at sea. 
“With a fleet of 27 state-

of-the-art research vessels 
from European and other 
international partners, this is 
extremely exciting for marine 
researchers as they now have 
opportunities to access research 
vessels in the North Atlantic, 
Mediterranean, Black Sea, 
North Sea, Baltic Sea, Pacific 
Southern Ocean and Ross Sea, 
through the competitive calls 
process.”   

In addition to ship time, 
marine researchers and 
scientists will also have the 
opportunity to work with the 
best marine equipment and 
marine infrastructure exploring 
the ocean in ways that have not 
been possible in the past. 

This will include access to 
seven new remotely operated 
vehicles to capture film 
footage and samples from the 
deepest parts of the ocean.   
The researchers will have 
access to five autonomous 
underwater vehicles for 
collecting data relating to 

the ocean environment. In 
addition, a unique mobile 
portable telepresence unit will 
also enable remote access by 
researchers and diverse end 
users including the public, 
which is a first for Europe. 

Establishing a strategic 
roadmap and sustainability 
plan, EurofleetsPlus will extend 
and enhance the capabilities of 
the European research vessel 
infrastructure, bringing new 
perspectives, new ideas, and new 
research and innovation tracks 
that will be beneficial to all.

EurofleetsPlus is funded 
under Horizon 2020 
‘Integrating Activity for 
Advanced Communities’ with 
respect to Environmental and 
Earth Sciences - Research 
Vessels. 

This project has received 
funding from the European 
Union’s Horizon 2020 research 
and innovation programme 
under grant agreement No 
824077.

Brexit was high on the 
agenda when fishermen, 
processors and shellfish 

producers from across 
Dublin and the east coast 
gathered in the Hilton Dublin 
Airport last month for the 
latest SFPA Breakfast seminar—
the second in a series of free 
seminars taking place around 
the coast over the coming 
months focusing on the issues 
that are most topical for the 
sector including the Landing 
Obligation, vessel compliance 
and risk assessment. 

Attendees at the breakfast 

Good turnout at Dublin SFPA Fishing Industry seminar
seminar in Dublin 
heard about the latest 
developments and regulations 
in the fishing sector and had 
their questions answered 
personally by relevant experts 
from the SFPA and other 
organisations. Dr Susan 
Steele, SFPA Chair, said: “The 
sector faces a number of other 
significant challenges and these 
seminars will equip the industry 
with the information they need. 
The response from industry 
has been very positive, with a 
strong attendance at the first 
two events in Waterford and 

Dublin.”
The Department of 

Agriculture, Food & the 
Marine; Workplace Relations 
Commission; Revenue; Health 
and Safety Authority; BIM; 
FSAI; Marine Institute; Naval 
Service; Inland Fisheries Ireland 
and the National Parks & 
Wildlife Service were among 
the wide range of organisations 
represented at the Dublin event. 
These organisations will also 
be attending the remaining 
events in the series, the next 
of which will take place in the 
Abbey Hotel, Co Donegal on 

Wednesday, 10th April. Further 
events a planned for Cork, 
Galway and Kerry. 

Places at the seminars are 
limited and anyone interested 
in attending is asked to register 
in advance by emailing events@
sfpa.ie. Full details of later 
events in the series will be 
confirmed on www.sfpa.ie closer 
to the time, with details of 
confirmed events below.

• Donegal 10th April - 
Abbey Hotel, Donegal

• Bantry, Co Cork, 
29th May - Maritime 
Hotel, Bantry, Co Cork

mailto:events@sfpa.ie
mailto:events@sfpa.ie
http://www.sfpa.ie/
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Bord Iascaigh Mhara ( BIM), Ireland’s 
seafood development agency has 
launched a fishermen’s health 

manual. The short manual offers practical 
advice on keeping healthy at sea and 
on land and has been translated into 
five languages. The BIM Fishermen’s 
Health Manual has been adapted from a 
publication Fisherman first published by 
Haynes and funded by Maritime Charities 
Funding Group in the UK. More than 3,000 
fishermen in Ireland have received the 
manual to date.  

Jim O’Toole, BIM CEO said: 
“The fishing sector is a rewarding and a 

highly demanding industry. BIM’s focus on 
sustainability refers not just to the industry 
per se but to the people who work in the 
industry. This manual is by no means meant 
to replace professional advice from a medical 
practitioner. It’s about the promotion of 
better self-awareness and proactivity among 
members of the sector when it comes to their 
physical and mental wellbeing, all of which 
will help the sector to thrive for generations 
to come.” 

The publication is written in plain 
language in the style of a Haynes’ car 
manual and the BIM adaptation of the 
publication has been developed with the 
support of Healthy Ireland Initiative. Kate 

BIM Fishermen’s Health Manual translated into five 
languages due to demand

O’ Flaherty, Head of Health and Wellbeing 
at the Department of Health commented:

 “Healthy Ireland welcome the publication 
of BIM’s Fisherman’s Health Manual, which 
addresses specific health issues involved in the 
Irish seafood and fishing industry. Fishing is 
a challenging profession and having access 
to detailed and practical advice will empower 
fishermen in Ireland to make changes, and 
particularly as the guide is accessible in five 
languages.” 

Ian Banks, President of the European 
Men’s Health Forum, and author of the 

original UK publication said:
“All fishing gear comes with a manual. The 

machinery is tough, it has to be considering 
the environment in which it has to work. 
Fishermen are also tough for the same reasons 
but there was no manual for maintenance. 
Well now there is, and hopefully fishermen 
will stay healthy no matter what those deep 
waters throw at them.” 

The manual is available in English, Irish, 
Arabic, Malay, Russian and Spanish. For 
further details or to request copies, please 
contact mo.mathies@bim.ie.

Pictured from 
left to right : 
Ryan Deasy, 
DC Fish, Zeik 
Tuit, MFV 
Corona Gloria, 
Jim O’Toole, 
CEO BIM, 
Minister for 
Agriculture, 
Food and 
the Marine, 
Michael 
Creed TD, 
Jim Maloney, 
MFV Charlotte 
J, Johnny 
Callaghan, 
MFV Emerald 
Isle

A LONG HAUL FOR SKIPPER BOSS

Hugh Bonner, owner 
of the Skipper 
and organiser 

of the Skipper Expos., is 
running this year’s London 
Marathon. He’s taking part 
in the gruelling 42.5km 
run on the 26th April on 
behalf of Seafarers UK—
an organisation that has 
been helping people in the 
maritime community for over 
100 years, and in 2018 gave 
out 73 grants totalling £2.5m 
to over 60 maritime welfare 
charities.

Long working with 
numerous partner 
organisations that support 
people who fish, their 
families and communities 
directly addressing the 
specific challenges relating to 
fishing as an occupation and 
as a way of life, including the 
Fishermen’s Mission and the 
RNLI, Seafarer’s UK is also 
currently working to increase 
the focus on supporting 
fishing communities and 
funding projects relevant to 
those communities. 

Explaining why he chose 

this organisation Hugh said: 
“ I am delighted to be 

running the London marathon 
on behalf of Seafarers UK. 
Being an ex-fisherman and 
now owner of The Skipper 
fishing publications and 
Skipper Expo’s, I deal with 
both the RNLI and Fishermen’s 
Mission and other charities, 
through our publication and 
exhibitions, both in Ireland 
and the UK. Safety at Sea and 
the welfare of those who go 
to sea, has and always will be 
top of our agenda and we look 
forward to continuing this 
close relationship.

Personally, I always wanted to 
run the London marathon, one of 
the most iconic in the World and 
I am honoured to be included in 
this great event and raise monies 
for a very worthy cause.”

Any donations would 
be greatly appreciated for 
a very worthy cause and 
can be made at, https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/fundraiser-portal/
fundraiserPage?pageId=1011238 Hugh Bonner, 

MD Mara Media / The Skipper

mailto:mo.mathies@bim.ie%22 %5Ct %22_blank
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-portal/fundraiserPage?pageId=1011238
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-portal/fundraiserPage?pageId=1011238
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-portal/fundraiserPage?pageId=1011238
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-portal/fundraiserPage?pageId=1011238
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The Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation, sponsor 
of Skipper Expo Int. 

Aberdeen 2019, says it is 
looking forward to this year’s 
event, with the record exhibitor 
attendance underlining the 
current optimism within the 
Scottish fishing industry.

Bertie Armstrong, chief 
executive, said: “We are 
delighted to throw our support 
behind Skipper Expo Int. 
Aberdeen 2019, which has 
become the essential ‘must 
visit’ event in the fishing 

SFF LOOKING FORWARD TO 
SKIPPER EXPO INT. ABERDEEN 2019

Aberdeen
Show Preview

Proud Sponsors

industry calendar.
“It is encouraging to 

see so many businesses 
attending, which underlines 
the diversity of Scottish 
fishing and the numerous 
companies in the supply 
and service sectors that it 
supports.” 

Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 
2019 will once again have a 
strong international presence 
with exhibitors from over 
20 countries, and many new 
exhibitors attending the show 
for the first time.

The company Havfront AS 
has revolutionized the 
gutting and deheading of 

fish on board fishing vessels with 
the world’s smallest gutting and 
deheading machine “Loppa”. 
Now the company has secured 
its first international contract in 
Greenland. Havfront will supply 
2 machines to Polar Raajat AS, 
which is part of Polar Seafood at 
the end of April this year. Polar 
Seafood is one of the biggest 
players in the seafood industry 
in Greenland with a considerable 
fleet of vessels. For Havfront 
this contract is an important 
breakthrough internationally. 

Polar Raajat AS contacted 
Havfront in January and 
considered Loppa to be the best 
machine they could put on board 
2 of their boats. The reason why 
they chose Loppa is that the 
machine is small, compact and 
requires very little maintenance. 
Havfront is thankful for the trust 
they have been given to deliver 
in Greenland and looks forward 
to installing the machine in 
April / May, says CEO Marius 
Strømmen.

Greenland, large catches of cod, 
and renewal of the fleet.

Cod fishing in Greenland 
is growing rapidly, and all 
fishermen we have talked to 
say they have to shed and cut 
their fish before delivery. We 

International breakthrough for Havfront AS
see a reception structure that 
does not have loop lines, and 
thus the fisherman must do the 
gutting and deheading of the fish 
before delivery. Havfront has a 
product that is strongly wanted 
in Greenland, and many of the 
smaller vessels will be renewing. 
Having developed a machine that 
makes everyday life easier for 
fishermen is something we are 
proud of in Havfront.

8 machines in daily use, 5 
machines in order

Havfront has experienced 
a greater demand since Nor 
Fishing in Trondheim. We sold 
3 machines during the fishing 
fair, and afterwards we have sold 
5 machines. Havfront will have 
at least 13 machines in daily use 
from June 2019. We are proud 
that so many have taken on board 
the world’s smallest gutting 
and deheading machine, and in 
addition, they are very pleased 
with the efficiency and quality 
of the engine. The machine is 
built to be placed on deck and is 
robust to withstand both frost 
and seawater. We are in contact 
with everyone who uses the 
machine, and none of them have 
so far reported any complaints, 
and if there have been any small 
problems with the machine, we 
have done what we can to help 
the fishermen with service / error 
correction over the phone. 

A machine that solves many 
problems

Havfront saw a need for a 
machine that could solve several 
challenges for the fishermen and 
the fishing boat owners. Not only 
was it important to make the 
gutting process of the fish more 
mechanical in order to save the 
fishermen for unnecessary wear. 
It was also important to see if 
one could create a machine that 
did several operations at once to 
optimize the process optimally. 
In 2014, the development of the 
prototype started today, known 

as “Loppa”.
Technical details Loppa:
Length:               1.0 meter
Width:                0.40 meter
Height: 1.20 meter
Weight: 195 kg
Flow:  45 L/100 Bar
Efficiency: 20 fish/pr min
Fish size: 1-10 kg
Pre-treatment: Throat cut

For more information contact:
Marius Strømmen, CEO
Havfront AS Tlf: 
0047 95705010
Mail: ms@havfront.no

STAND

62

STAND

119

Bertie Armstrong, SFF

mailto:ms@havfront.no
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•  No. of companies: 210
•  No. of countries represented: 20
•  No. of visitors in 2018: 1824
•  68% of visitors are involved in   
       making purchasing decisions

For more information on 
Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 
2019 please contact:

Sharon Boyle
Commercial Fishing Manager

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

Tel: 00353 (0)74 95 48037 
Mobile: 00353 (0)86 8401250

Web: www.maramedia.ie/events

SCOTLAND’S 
FLAGSHIP FISHERIES SHOW

“If you’re involved in fishing 
industry then this show is the 
one true “must-do” event” 
Shetland Islands Council, Ross Maclennan

A truly fantastic and exciting show for us 
with excellent business done on the stand!
Certas Energy T/A Commercial Oils, Diane Campbell

SkipperThe

Aberdeen exhibitor BOPP 
has been busy with a 
number of projects, 

including the supply of a 
complete package of fishing 
equipment for skippers David 
Gatt and Barry Reid for their 
trawler, Audacious.

The package supplied 
includes the winches linked 
with an auto-trawl system, 
netdrums, gilsons, steering gear, 
bow thruster, oil tank, hydraulic 
components (pumps, manifolds, 

BOPP BUSY WITH NUMBER 
OF PROJECTS

valves) and control desks.
Sea trials were completed in 

November 2018 with service 
engineers from BOPP and JC 
Hydraulics onboard.

Meanwhile, one of the major 
shipowners in France, Armement 
Porcher, opted for BOPP for the 
complete fishing package for 
their next two new 25m trawlers 
that will be built by Socrenam 
shipyard in Boulogne sur Mer. 
The most recent one, Diogene, 
has been at sea since last year.

Skipper Expo Int. Galway 
2019 was the first fishing 
show that Global Empire 

Hydraulic Connections attended, 
and the company’s James 
O’Mahoney says he ‘was blown 
away with the response”. Indeed, 
such as the positive response, 
Global Empire Hydraulic 
Connections will be exhibiting at 
Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 2019 
on 17 and 18 May.

James has designed and 
developed the King Coupling, 
which is a hydraulic coupling 
connection that provides an 
incredibly strong and quick-fix 
solution for burst hydraulic 
pipes.

James says: “ Fishermen at 
the Galway expo told me they 
thought there is a  great future 
for this new King coupling, with 
one even describing it as the 
future of the hydraulics industry, 
which made me very proud.”

Old two-piece coupling is 
not reliable enough for modern 
pressures as they are designed 
for between 2,000 - 2,500 PSI, 
whereas the new King Coupling 
can go to pressures of 10,000 
PSI, guaranteeing it will not blow 
off. All it takes is two spanners 
and an Allen key and the hose 
can be fixed in 10-15 minutes, 
making it very easy to get back 
on track with fishing operations.

James adds: “I burst a hose 
in Australia and had to drive 

King Coupling – the quick fix 
solution for hydraulic hoses

200kms to buy a reusable 
connection and put 
them on a machine, but 
unfortunately it kept blowing-off 
every half hour which was very 
frustrating and time wasting.

“I designed the 3 piece 
coupling which screws anti-
clockwise onto the hose. The 
internal first piece have teeth 
and when you put it into the 
centre of the hose, you then 
place your shaft with an Allen 
key, which spreads the teeth and 
locks the inside of the hose so it 
cannot blow off.

“Many people that have used 
it already, and one particular 
company think they are saving 
between 1,000 - 2,000 Euros 
because they have the machine 
up and running within 15 
minutes, whereas before it 
would have been down for 
seven hours. Everyone who has 
used the King Coupling have 
been delighted with the product 
because of the simplicity of 
getting a hose fixed and also 
its reliability. I think there is 
a real necessity for this piece 
of equipment in every fishing 
business.

“I’m looking forward to 
Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 
2019 show in Scotland and 
welcoming skippers to my stand 
where they can find out more 
about this great new piece of 
equipment.”

MEST Shipyard could well 
turn out to be your next 
docking in the Faroe 

Islands, with the yard being much 
closer than many people might 
think, and every year a number 
of large and small vessels from 
Iceland, Greenland, Norway 
and Scotland choose to get their 
repair and maintenance at MEST 
Shipyard in the Faroes.

Exhibiting at Aberdeen this year, 
MEST Shipyard consists of two 
shipyards – one based in the capital 
Tórshavn and the other in the 
longest fjord in the Faroes, in Skála. 

The distance to everything is 
short – to suppliers, hotels and 
restaurants. Modern Airbus flights 
travel to the islands two or three 
times a week from Edinburgh and 
the flight takes only one hour. 
Similarly, flights are regular to 
Bergen in Norway.

In Tórshavn there are two 
slipways – one which is 80 metres 
long and has a lift capacity of 2.500 
tonnes and the other 70 metres 

MEST 
SHIPYARD 
- JUST 
A FEW 
HOURS 
AWAY

long with a lift capacity of 800 
tonnes.

In Skála there is a dry dock 
which is 115 metres long, 20 metres 
wide and a slipway which is 90 
metres long with a capacity of 1100 
tonnes.

Modern shipyard – and 400 
skilled craftsmen

At Skála and in Tórshavn 
there are modern workshops, 
construction halls and a number 
of special services. There is also a 
very large spare parts store with 
some 35000 different parts in 
stock – from filters, hydraulics and 
electronics to cranes, winches and 
motors.

The company’s flexible working 
style is deeply rooted in the Faroese 
culture and maritime history. 
During their 120 years history, they 
have learnt that reliable solutions 
and a competitive price level 
ensures their customers keep on 
returning.  

Visit MEST Shipyard at Skipper 
Expo, stand 123.

STAND
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Dutch company Pronomar, who 
specialise in drying systems for 
work clothes such as oilskins, boots, 

gloves and other PPE, is seeing increasing 
interest in their dryers on-board fishing 
vessels. Pronomar is, therefore, looking 
forward to Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen 
2019, where they will be exhibiting for the 
second year in a row. 

Over the last couple of years Pronomar 
has established an impressive track record 
supplying drying systems to various small, 
medium and large-sized companies in 
the fishing industry, and with Pronomar 
closely cooperating with many naval 
architects, shipyards and vessel owners. 

Fishermen who often have to face 
incredibly rough weather conditions 
regularly end up with wet work clothes, 
and the drying systems, established out 
of seawater resistant steel, dry all this 
workwear within a very short amount of 
time, from the inside out. 

The Dutch fishing family Lokker have 
enjoyed having such drying systems on-
board for more than 13 years. This applies 
to many of Pronomar’s Dutch customers 
such as Jaczon, Parlevliet & Van der Plas 
and Cornelis Vrolijk. But the increasing 
demand to dry workwear is not only 
noticeable in the Netherlands, with 
Norway, Scotland, Ireland, Spain, Turkey 
and the Faroe Islands also showing great 
interest in the dryers. Fish processing 
companies benefit from the professional 
drying room equipment. 

Pronomar is looking forward to 
establishing new contacts and hopes to 
contribute to improving the working 
conditions for more companies in this 
industry. At Aberdeen, they will be 
exhibiting on stand number 81A. 

Pronomar 
increases the 
comfort in the 
fishing industry

Aberdeen exhibitor MMP provides 
an extensive range of propulsion 
products; many of which are 

specifically tailored for the fisheries industry. 
From large diameter nozzle designs down to 
small outboard propellers for inshore vessels, 
they provide for every application. 

In addition, they build and supply 
complete stern gear systems, underwater 
hardware, rudder assemblies, and a variety 
of replacement spares and after-market 
propulsion products. To further ensure 
the best customer support, MMP provide a 
propeller repair and refurbishment service; 
extending the life of your propellers.

MMP invite you to join them on stand 
131b to learn more about their products and 
services and how they will benefit you.

EXTENSIVE RANGE OF PROPULSION 
PRODUCTS FROM MMP

Aberdeen exhibitor Mooney Boats is 
based on a five acre site at Killybegs, 
Ireland, which features a 3000sq/m 

building shed and a 25000 sq/m state of 
the art Marine Chandlery Store, stocking 
everything a vessel will ever need. 

With their own 75 ton travel lift on site 
and adjacent to their yard, a 600 ton DAFM 
Syncrolift facility for larger vessels, Mooney 
Boats specialise in boatbuilding, ship repairs 
and services such as welding and fabrication 
in (steel, stainless steel and aluminium), 
installation of engines, gearboxes, stern gear 
overhauls and repairs, hydraulics, turning 
and milling, painting, shot-blasting and hot-
zinc metal spraying, and much more.

As part of their exhibit at the 2019 
Skipper Expo Int. Aberdeen they will be 
showcasing some recent new builds such 
as the 27.5 metre trawler, Fiona K III, as 
well as brand new projects, including two 
vessels being built for the Scottish market, 
the MFV Amethyst  and MFV Ocean 
Challenge. 

They will also be discussing the 
maintenance and repairs side of their 
business which has experienced significant 
domestic and UK/European growth 
throughout 2018.

Their team will be on hand to talk about 
all this and more, and they look forward to 
meeting you at stand 152.

Comprehensive range of services 
from Mooney Boats

Sicor International Ltd is one of 
Europe’s major manufacturers of 
ropes, nets and twines to the marine 

and fishing industries as well as industrial 
and agriculture. 

They have been established for over 
50 years and currently export to over 60 
countries worldwide. A comprehensive range 
for numerous applications is available from 
their Aberdeen warehouse. 

The company also stock a full range 
of netting, binding and pot rope for the 
manufacturing of static gear such as crab, 
lobster and langoustine creels. Full range 
of mooring lines, courlene, nylon, staple, 
polypropylene, polysteel & manila.

Visit the Sicor International stand to view 
their new products including their new 
Platinum range netting, creel rope, bait bags 
and nylon eye entrances.

SICOR INTERNATIONAL AT ABERDEEN

STAND
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An award-winning, 
innovative stability 
monitor that enhances 

the safety of fishing vessels is 
now available for fishermen 
throughout the UK, Ireland, 
and other European countries. 
Developed by Hook Marine 
Ltd, the Scottish-based safety 
engineering company, the 
SeaWise™ real-time stability 
monitor, has been specially 
designed for the protection 
and survival of small vessels, in 
particular, fishing boats.

With accident statistics 
showing that the majority of 
fishermen are lost when a vessel 
capsizes or founders, the new 
SeaWise™ electronic device 
provides early warning of the 
development of a hazardous 
situation by continually 
monitoring the rolling motion 
of a vessel at sea. The system 
monitors any loss of stability 
through this continuous roll 
measurement and features 
a simple ‘traffic light’ display 
which gives a green light during 

Innovative SeaWise™ stability monitor launched 
to enhance fishing safety 

normal operation, an amber 
light when stability is decreasing, 
and a red warning when there is 
a real danger of capsizing.

Fishing vessels are at 
particular risk from stability 
issues because hauling fishing 
gear and then movement of the 
catch once aboard, may create 
an imbalance.  Excess loading 
of fishing gear, water swirling 
about on deck or modifications 
to the superstructure of craft 
can also cause problems.

Following successful trials of 
SeaWise™, which began with 
model tests in the wave basin at 
the University of Edinburgh, the 
device was verified on sea trials, 
using fishing boats of different 
types from ports around the 
UK. The monitor is now being 
made available to the fishing 
industry. The equipment is no 
larger than a laptop, making it 
convenient to install on even 
the smallest vessel.

Ken Smith, director of Hook 
Marine, says: “While we are 
pleased with the outcome of our 

development work, the most 
important factor in its success 
lies in the hands of others.

“SeaWise™ will only benefit 
the fishing industry when vessel 
owners and skippers install 
the product and refer to it as 
a matter of routine on every 
voyage. This will realise the real 
purpose of the device, which 
is the enhancement of safety 

onboard, with a resulting 
reduction in accidents and 
preservation of life at sea.”

The development of the 
equipment was supported 
by funding from Lloyd’s 
Register Foundation, Trinity 
House, and EMFF (European 
Maritime & Fisheries Fund) 
from the Marine Management 
Organisation.

Bord Bia launched the third 
promotional campaign for 
Irish pelagic fish in Japan 

last month. The campaign, 
which is being carried out 
with a leading Japanese retail 
group, Aeon, aims to raise 
awareness about the quality and 
sustainability of Irish seafood, 
and forms part of Bord Bia’s 
strategy to identify new market 
opportunities for the Irish 
seafood sector.  

As part of the campaign a 
tasting promotion of Irish 
mackerel, horse mackerel and 
herring products took place 
across 100 Aeon retail outlets 
from the 15th to the 17th March. 
Bord Bia have developed a range 
of materials to help Japanese 
consumers recognise the origin 
of the products and educate 
consumers them on the unique 
attributes of Irish seafood.    

Commenting on the 
importance of this retail 
promotion, Kenny Ward, Export 
Director of leading Irish pelagic 

Bord Bia launches third 
promotional campaign for Irish 
fish in Japan

processor and exporter 
Ward Fish, added: “The 
Japanese market is renowned 
worldwide as being purveyors 
of quality seafood, and Irish 
Mackerel, Horse Mackerel 
and Herring are the perfect 
match for this discerning 
market. The raw material 
being landed in Ireland, is 
a premium quality product, 
handled and produced to the 
highest standards, and we are 
delighted to see Irish Seafood 
growing in demand within 
the Japanese domestic market, 
year on year.”

Last year Ireland exported 
€16 million worth of seafood 
to Japan, growing by 60% 
compared to 2016, with 
mackerel being the key species 
exported, accounting for 50% 
of total seafood exports.

Seeking to raise 
awareness of the 
contribution made 

and varied roles played 
by women in the industry 
and promote young 
female professionals, 
the International 
Association for Women 
in the Seafood Industry 
(WSI) has launched the 
second edition of the 
“women in seafood” 
video competition. 
The competition has 
been launched with 
the technical support 
of MATIS, Iceland 
and sponsored by the 
French Development 
Agency (AFD) and the 
International Association 
of Fisheries Inspectors 
(IAFI). 

The competition is 
open to everyone (male, 
female, institutions) and 
can be entered by sharing 

Women in seafood video 
competition 2019

a short film (less than 
4m) of women working 
in the industry—this can 
include women involved 
in any capacity across 
the industry as a whole, 
whether that is offshore 
or in aquaculture, 
processing, local selling, 
international trading, 
quality management, 
certification monitoring, 
teaching, learning, 
research and any other 
areas. 

To enter all you need 
to do is share a short film 
about your observations 
or experience as a woman 
involved in the industry. 

These can be 
submitted either to 
wsi-video@matis.is or 
womeninseafood@
wsi-asso.org. Further 
details at  https://
womeninseafood.com/

STAND
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The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen

Commercial advert.indd   1 17/03/2016   15:37

MARITIME solicitors
RORY F. CONWAY B.C.L
DERMOT F.CONWAY B.COMM, B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
Office Number: 1890 253051

Fax Number: 021 4905624
emergency Mobile 24/7: 265 087 6793478

www.maritime.conways.ie

DETENTIONS AND ARRESTS

Injuries at sea

MARITIME MORTAGES

COLLISIONS AT SEA

TRANSFERS OF QUOTAS/VESSELS

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
FISHERIES LAW

WE PROVIDE A 365 DAY 24/7 
ALL IRELAND SERVICE

MARITIME SOLICITORS
DERMOT F. CONWAY B.COMM. B.C.L

CONTACT US AT
OFFICE NUMBER: 0214901000

Twitter @ConwaysLaw
EMERGENCY MOBILE 24/7: 0876793478

WWW.MARITIME.CONWAYS.IE

Art Kavanagh  QFA
Marine Finance Consultant

Glenlee
Killybegs

Co. Donegal
Ireland

353-74-9732915
353-87-6774455

artokavanagh@gmail.com

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

CLASSIFIEDS

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

PLACE YOU CLASSIFIED 
ADVERT HERE EACH MONTH 

BUSINESS LARGE
65X95mm

¤120 COLOUR
¤95 MONO

BUSINESS SMALL
65X45mm

¤100 COLOUR
¤75 MONO

The EASY way to 
BUY or SELL 
fi shing boats and equipment 

Commercial & Recreational boats, 
Marine equipment, Crew adverts

Weather Forecasts...and much more

The website for all 
commercial fi shermen

Commercial advert.indd   1 17/03/2016   15:37

Propeller Sales & Repairs
Propeller Repitching
Propeller Rebalancing
Dynamic Balancing
Stern Gear Sales
Engine & Hull Repairs
Steel Fabrication
Welding Specialists

The One Stop Prop Shop

Rosslare Harbour, Co Wexford.

Tel: 086 3702499 

Email: jimmy@onestoppropshop.ie

www.onestoppropshop.ie

LARGE

SMALL

Install some 
peace of mind, 

fit a 
Prop Protector 

today!

CLEGGAN MARINE
www.clegganmarine.com

Tel: (095) 44037   Mob: 087 7759405
E-mail: sales@clegganmarine.com

The Pier, Cleggan, Co. Galway, Ireland

CLEGGAN MARINE

Tel: (095) 44037 Mob: 087 7759405
Email: salesclegganmarine@gmail.com

Web: www.clegganmarine.com

The subject of the picture 
must be related to the 
Fishing Industry (your 

vessel, your catch, a stormy day 
at sea…etc). Each month, the 
best photo will be published in 
The Skipper and the winner will 
receive a prize, courtesy of Swan 
Net Gundry Ltd and Guy Cotten.

Images sent in may also 
be used in other areas of the 
magazine if suitable.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
Simply get your phones and

COMPETITION
Send in your best fishing related photo and you could win a 
Neptune 50 N Bouyancy Aid by Guy Cotten plus the chance to 
win overnight accommodation at one of the Skipper Expos.

IN ASSOCIATION WITHPHOTO

MONTH
OF THE

PLEASE NOTE: 
The Skipper reserves the 
right to use your images 
for future use and 
possible publication.

PHOTO THE MONTH WINNER: 
WILLIE GUILDEA, MOVILLE, DONEGAL
Carrickarory pier, Moville.

cameras out, and send us 
your hi-res photos by email 
to editorial@maramedia.ie 
and don’t forget to mention 
your name and details, as well 
as a brief description of the 
scene depicted. The photos 
must be taken by the person 
sending it to us, and it is 
understood that they are free 
of copyrights. 

The closing date for entries 
this month is the 12th 
APRIL, 2019.

SkipperThe

LEADING JOURNAL OF THE IRISH & UK FISHING INDUSTRIES

THE MONTHLY PRIZE

The winner 
will receive 
a Sotra 
Fleece by
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Manufactured to customer requirements
Liam McDermott, Carndonagh, 
Co Donegal.  Tel: 086 8341662

Crab/ Velvet/ Lobster Pots for Sale

DELIVERING 
TO UK AND 
NORTHERN 

IRELAND • Hull & Machinery
• Crew Cover
• Passenger Vessels
• Ferries
• Chartered Angling
• Pleasure Craft
• Workboats
• Employers & Public Liability
• Business Packages
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2504826 (Charlie)
Direct: +353 (0)74 91 77500
Fax: +353 (0)74 91 77200 
Email: info@chd.ie Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is 
regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland

Commercial Craft Services include:
●Fishing Vessel Code of Practice 

Surveys, under 15m
●Vessel design

●Stability Books & Inclining 

Experiments
●Submissions to MSO

M: +353 (0) 86 4059426

E: niall@oharamarine.com

W: www.oharamarine.com

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE 

&

MARINE SURVEYING 

SERVICES

O'HARA MARINE LTD.

D&D Insurances Ltd
Block A - Unit 3, Nutgrove Office Park, 

Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.
Main line: 01 20 514 05

Fax: 01 20 513 57
E-mail: barry@ddinsurances.ie 

mark@ddinsurances.ie

• Trawler all risk cover • 
Employers Liability • Public Liability • 

Collision Liability • Pollution, Stranding, 
Salvage Cleanup etc. • Personal 

Accident Cover • Total Loss Packages • 
Other Marine related

“D&D Insurances Ltd is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland”

Ireland’s only Ice 
Machine Manufacturer

Phone/Fax:  (028) 417 63802 
 (code 048 from ROI)

www.seaice.co.uk
Email: john@seaice.co.uk

for details of  a range of  ice machines

Kilkeel, Co. Down.

Contact John White

French 
Shrimp Pots

SORRY,UNLIKE PALE 
IMITATION OUR SHRIMP 
POTS DO NOT CATCH 
VELVET, SQUID OR 
JELLYFISH, BUT THEY 
DO CATCH SHRIMPS!
 
SAME ORIGINAL FRENCH 
DESIGN SINCE 1970
 
EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR ALL OVER EUROPE
 
ASK FOR THE REAL THING!

For further information contact:
BREIZON LTD, INVERIN, CO. GALWAY

TEL: 00353 (0) 91 572157
Email: info@breizon.com

Out fished all other pot types in recent 
years.  Source BIM Surveys.

Tel: 086 8121582

FOR SALE
21ft Fitzgerald Marine boat 
never in water. In shed for 

past few years.
30hp ultra long shaft never used. 
The boat is suitable for inboard 

engine. Will sell boat with or 
without engine. No Licence.

FOR SALE  50 new lobster 
pots  plastic coated roped 
and ready to fish also 2 x 

13mm coils and 1 x 14mm coil 
of pot rope (Polyex plus). 
Also a quantity of inflated 
30” and 40” buoys in the 

South Kerry area. 

Contact 0872890532

FOR LEASE
IRISH SEA AREA 7
PRAWN QUOTA

Tel: 0044 (0)7851754339

“We, Fort Aengus Ltd, hereby 
give notice that we have applied 
to the Minister for Transport, 

Tourism and Sport under Section 
67 of the Mercantile Marine Act 

1955 in respect of our ship Rocky 
of registered tonnage 164 Gt for 

permission to change her name to 
Tempo, to be registered in the said 

new name at the port of Dublin. 
Any representations or comments 
on the application should be sent 
to the Superintendent, Mercantile 

Marine Office, Leeson Lane, 
Dublin 2, within seven days of the 

appearance of this notice.”

NAME CHANGE
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Days Gone By...
Large prints available of any picture below, €20 including P&P

If you have copies of any images that you would like us to include in our Days Gone By page, please 
email them to editorial@maramedia.ie. If possible include deatils, names, location and date. 
To order any of the above images please email design@maramedia.ie
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The Archives - April 1964

There are obvious advantages, of course, 
in making it illegal for foreign vessels to 
fish within six miles rather than three 

from our baselines, particularly at Dunmore 
East where we usually have a corvette 
stationed at the height of the herring season, 
but the guarding of our west coast trawling 
grounds means that our naval protection 
methods will have to be revised.

An assurance has been given that the 
Government will deal with this matter. 

But this in itself raises another problem. If 
we must spend more money on protection, 
then we must catch more to justify that 
expenditure. 

THE TERMS

The terms of the agreement are that, after 
1966 the first six miles from our baselines will 
be exclusive to Irish fishermen. The next six 
miles will be available only to those nations 
which have fished there consistently in the ten 
years up to 1962.

This keeps out certain countries which 
have been attracted recently to our herring 
stock due to world demand for this fish. But 
it does not exclude those nations which have 
shown the most interest in our herring and 
have accounted for the largest catches. 

There are places on our coastline, such 
as on the east coast, where the baseline 
system does not operate because there are 
no outstanding headlands. At these points, 
foreign vessels must move outside the six-
mile line at the end of 1965, but at those 
sections of the coast where the baselines are 
used, they are allowed another year before 
moving out.

Another factor arises from the conference. 
That is that we have undertaken jurisdiction 
on fisheries matters over the 12 miles, so 
that we will have to enforce regulations 

agreed internationally on conservation, mesh 
sizes, etc. This places a further charge upon 
the industry, but will be to its advantage 
ultimately. 

AN ADVANTAGE

There is an underlying aspect in the 
agreement which can be turned to our 
advantage if we act upon it.

That is that by excluding other nations 
from our waters—even for an extra three 
miles—the fish that they would have taken 
there will have to come from somewhere to 
meet their home demand. We can sell it to 
them, provided that our processing facilities 
are utilised more.

The French, who will probably take the 
biggest knock from Ireland’s extension, 
are already our customers in a small way. 
By catching more fish we can increase that 
business. 

SOME COMPLAINTS

Skippers both north and south of the 
border were quick to complain that there was 
an unreasonable wait before the new limits 
came into effect. They were right, of course, 
but it is obvious that any attempt to take 
unilateral action could have upset the balance 
of our export trade, and would have been to 
the fishermen’s disadvantage.

Britain, one of our most valuable 
customers, took prompt action against the 
Faroes because it would not agree to the 
terms, and has restricted fish imports from 
those islands. We have no restrictions on our 
exports. 

No international agreement completely 
satisfies every party, but examined in the light 
of an expanding fishing industry, Ireland has 
fared well. 

New Limits Demand Better Coast Patrols 
By Arthur Reynolds, The Editor
WHAT benefits all of us from the agreement signed in London last month for 
the extension of our fishing limits? The answer is none at all unless we take 
advantage of the extension.

NORTHERN IRELAND fishermen are 
disappointed that the exclusive fishery 
limits are only going to be extended to 
six miles. 

Mr. Hubert Cully, a leading member 
of the Ulster Seas Fishermen’s 
Association, said that he felt that the 
Republic’s Government would have 
preferred exclusive rights to 12 miles—
as the Northern Ireland fishermen 

favoured. 
“We are having a very lean time at 

the moment.” he said. “French trawlers 
are cleaning up the grounds with heavy 
trawls, and the seabed is being ripped.

“I think the fishermen at Dunmore 
East are suffering from the same 
trouble as we are. If the limit was 
extended to 12 miles we would all have 
peace from the activities of the French.”

N.I Fishermen regret six-mile agreement
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Muireach Minihane 
relaxing at O’Sheas Bar 
Castletownbere 
PHOTO NIALL DUFFY

A scene from Burtonport, Donegal
PHOTO DECLAN MC GRATH

Sadhbh Moore helping the 
crew of the “Keriolet” mend 
their nets in Dunmore East 
PHOTO ADAIN MOORE

OUT
ABOUT&

GOT A GREAT PHOTO? 

SEND IT TO THE SKIPPER
email it to us at: 

editorial@maramedia.ie

A days potting with the dogs. In 
Jersey, Channel Islands
PHOTO ALEX PLASTER 

Pacelli D383 shooting on a fine 
morning at the mackerel February 
PHOTO  MARTY MCGING

Norwegian trawler “Jupiter” steaming 
pass Moville lighthouse to shelter from 
the weather on the 11/3/2019
PHOTO WILLIE GUILDEA

Morvenna
PHOTO MICK BAYNES

Resilient
PHOTO MICK BAYNES

A Snowy Moville pier.
PHOTO WILLIE GUILDEA
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Tel:+353 (0)74 9177500 Fax:+353 (0)74 9177200
Email: info@chd.ie  Web: www.chd.ie

Marine & General Insurance Brokers.
“Insuring Your World Today”

Cavanagh Hooper Dolan Insurances Ltd is regulated 
by the Central Bank of Ireland

  1. Expelled air
  2. Disease agents
  3. Higher than
  4. Caught on barb
  5. Crosses out
  6. Absurd pretence
12. Sick
15. Yearly stipend
16. Implore
17. Increase in attractiveness
19. Rainbow shape
20. Frail with age
22. Genders
23. Debate

  1. Puzzle
  5. Wharf
  7. Spree
  8. Inheritor
  9. Bread portion
10. Not explicit
11. Film star dog
13. Serving platter
14. Join in half-heartedly
18. Ran rapidly
21. Printing fluids
22. Afraid
24. Remove completely
25. Grant
26. Injure with horns
27. Recurrent period
28. Legend
29. Torrid

Send entries before 12th APRIL 2019 to: 
Crossword Competition, The Skipper, 
Annagry, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. 
(Photocopies not accepted).

You can now take a picture of your 
completed crossword and email your entry 
along with relevant details to 
brid@maramedia.ie.

FREE BUY & SELL 
LISTINGS

• Vessels • Equipment  
• Wanted • Tonnage  

• Gear • Miscellaneous

Contact Sharon now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 48037 or 

Email: sharon@maramedia.ie

THE SKIPPER Subcribe today!

Contact Sarah now on: 
Tel +353 (0)74 95 62828 or 
Email: sarah@maramedia.ie

SERVING THE IRISH 
& UK FISHING 
INDUSTRIES SINCE 1964
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1ST - Mullion Softshell Jacket
ALISON ATKINS,

WICK, CAITHNESS, SCOTLAND

2ND - Skipper Beanie
ROBERT LEE, 

NAVAN, CO.MEATH

MULLION SOFTSHELL JACKET
           

1st prize in The Skipper Crossword 
visit: www.mullion.com

as worn by Tony Brown, Mullion Technician
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EMAIL:

 SMALL      MEDIUM      LARGE      XL       2XL
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Stamps honouring the work of the Irish Coastguard
Images courtesy of Maxwell Photography

Two commemorative stamps 
have been issued by An Post in 
recognition of the important 

work carried out by the Irish Coast 
Guard, and as tributes to those 
members of the organisation who 
have lost their lives during the 
course of duty, including Doolin 
volunteer Caitríona Lucas and the 
crew of Rescue 116. 

The stamps were launched by 
the Coast Guard in Dublin Bay early 
last month, before being proudly 
unveiled in the GPO by Bernard 
Lucas and family. Both stamps are 
based on an original painting by 
Coast Guard volunteer Caitríona 
Lucas, who lost her life while on a 
search in 2016. The painting, which 
depicts a rescue team working at 
sea, has been divided into two for 
the new stamps. One shows R116, 
the other an IRCG boat. 

The launch marks the two-year 
anniversary of the R116 tragedy, 
where Capt Dara Fitzpatrick, 

Capt Mark Duffy, winch operator 
Paul Ormsby, and winchman 
Ciarán Smith lost their lives 
while responding to a call out to 
a fishing boat off the west coast 
of Ireland. The bodies of Capt 
Dara Fitzpatrick and Capt Mark 
Duffy were recovered in the 
days following the tragedy. The 
remains of winch operator Paul 
Ormsby and winchman Ciarán 
Smith, however, have never been 
recovered.

Along with honouring the Coast 
Guard and those who have been 
lost, the stamps serve as a reminder 
of the hard and often dangerous 
work done by the Coast Guard, as 
they work to keep us safe and come 
to our assistance around the coast. 

Dublin based volunteers from 
the Coast Guard described the 
gesture by An Post as "heart-
warming".

http://www.irishstamps.ie/shop/
c-282-irish-coast-guard.aspx

The recent unveiling of the stamps at the GPO, Dublin by 
members of the Lucas family and Dublin Bay Coast Guard.

Ag Méadú Eolas Muirí
Ag Soláthair Seirbhísí Mara

Building Ocean Knowledge
Delivering Ocean Services
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